
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Agnel Samy, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Sr. Georgeanne Donovan, Coordinator of Ministries 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 

 
Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 

856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 11:30AM  
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  

Please call the Collaborative Office to register 
  

Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-

ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 
  

Bulletin Deadline 
All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 

by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at 
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.   

 Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue 
board in the church, please call or email the parish 
office.  

 Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall 
 Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 

St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-
843-3330 

 Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall. 

 Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall. 

 
Please call the collaborative office for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday, October 3, 2026 
5:30PM Mary L. Hamel Memorial 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 
10:30AM Patricia Grace Allen and  

Richard James Lannon, Jr. 
Memorial 

11:30AM No Mass  
6:00PM Paulin Lusha 3rd Anniv. 
Monday, October 5, 2026 
7:00AM Helen Murphy Spec. Intent. 
Tuesday, October 6, 2026 
7:00AM Benjamin Venuti Memorial 
Wednesday, October 7, 2026 
7:00AM Davis Family Memorial 
Thursday, October 8, 2026 

7:00AM Conversion of Souls  
Friday, October 9, 2026 
7:00AM Jeremy Carter Month’s Mind 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 
5:30PM Paul O’Reilly and  

Joseph & Anna Dunlea 
Memorial 

Sunday, October 11, 2026 
9:00AM Alice & Robert Kelley Memorial 
11:30AM John Hill Anniversary 
6:00PM David Buker 1st Anniv. 

St. Clare 
Saturday, October 3, 2026 
8:00AM Phyllis Hanscom 1st Anniv. 
4:00PM Walter & Frances Woolf Memorial 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM Patrick Doherty Memorial 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 
8:00AM John J. Kennedy Anniversary 
4:00PM Robert W, Osgood 2nd Anniv. 
Sunday, October 11, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM John Grant Memorial 
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 A warm word of welcome to Bishop Peter Uglietto 
who is with us at the special-timed 10:30 Mass at St. Francis 
this Sunday for the celebration of the 800th anniversary of 
the death of our patron, Saint Francis of Assisi.  Bp. Uglietto 
is one of the auxiliary bishops of the Archdiocese.  For nine 
years he was the vicar general under Cardinal 
O’Malley.  During that time, I was personnel director and 
worked very closely with him.  He is a special friend indeed.  
I am delighted to have him here for this occasion!    

 Wednesday of this week is the Feast of the Holy 
Rosary.  The Rosary has been a method of prayer for 
centuries, invoking the holy name of the Blessed Mother to 
intercede to Her Son on our behalf.  Its structure takes the 
forms of “decades” or litanies of the Hail Mary Prayer whilst 
meditating on mysteries in the life of Christ and Her life.  I 
am delighted that we have a group of parishioners who 
gather each Monday evening at 6:45 in St. Francis Church to 
recite the Rosary for the intentions of the collaborative and 
the universal Church.  Everyone is most welcome.    
 Given that the Rosary features so prominently 
during this month, October has become a particular time to 
pray for the dignity of the human person.  The term “pro-life” 
has become a political battle cry and for many, associated 
with the issue of abortion.  To be pro-life is a way of living 
that embraces the dignity of each and every human 
person.  For many generations, personhood has been 
pushed into the political sphere meaning that we have 
allowed the state to qualify what is and what is not a 
person.  At what point in human development is a person a 
person?  At what point in a life does personhood end?  Such 
questions beg another important question: how do we 
determine which persons are more important than 
others?  My experience is that most of us do not want to 
engage in such discussions because there are so many 
consequences to our answers.     
 The teaching of the Church, based on the mystery of 
the Incarnation (God becoming human in Jesus Christ) and 
the proclamation of the Gospel is that personhood, which is 
a philosophical distinction, is presumed to be from the 
moment of conception.  It concludes with natural death.    
 What is a Catholic to do when he/she does not hold 
this belief or struggles with it?  Struggling can be a good 
thing in that it indicates a desire for truth.  I would suggest 
taking the time to learn more about our faith’s history with 
such questions.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a 
good starting place.  Along with a clear statement of what 
the Church believes, it also offers citations from Sacred 

Scripture and early and contemporary writings which will 
expand the context of our beliefs.  By way of suggestion, 
some spiritual direction may also be of help.  Fr. Agnel, Sr. 
Georgeanne and myself all have training in spiritual direction 
and would be happy to meet with anyone who is “struggling” 
with such matters.  Just give us a call.    
 

 Our monthly Community Meal will be held on 
Wednesday evening at 5:30 in St. Francis Parish Hall.  I 
want to acknowledge the work of our many volunteers who 
make such a ministry possible.    
 

 Religious Education classes for children and youth 
have begun!  It is not too late to register.  Call the religious 
office at 781-848-7481 to enroll.  Remember, Confirmation 
classes have moved to the 7th and 8th grade!   Those in high 
school who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation 
are most welcome to do so.  Speak with Mrs. Lane, Fr. 
Agnel or myself and we will help to figure out the best 
method of preparation.    

 

 
 
 

St. Clare 
Edward J. Pizzi 
Roderick Arthur 

  

Archdiocese of Boston 
Rev. Edward D. McCabe 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen. 
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This year our Religious Education theme is “Journey With 
Jesus!” It was wonderful seeing all the familiar faces return-
ing and meeting new friends! While the students talked 
about their summer vacations and the new school year, they 
decorated backpacks for the bulletin board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The catechists were just as excited to return and join in the 
fun! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The students wrote what they are excited about for the new 
RE year. Here are some of the things that were written:   

seeing my friends, meeting new friends 
my first communion, wearing a white dress 
learning about the holy bread at Mass 
movie nights, half day hangouts 
learning about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit 
the Christmas Pageant 
learning about saints and Heaven 
crafts, games, stories 

 
There are some important parent meetings 
coming up: 
 
 

For parents of students in the First Communion clas-
ses, there will be meetings at St. Clare Church on Sun-
day, October 25 at 11:15am and Tuesday, October 27 
at 7:00pm. Please plan to attend one.  
For parents of students in the Confirmation program, 
there will be a meeting for students and parents at St. 
Francis Church on Sunday, November 1 at 4:30pm.  

 

Some RE Reminders: 
The door for K-6 drop off and pick up is near the back 
of St. Clare church on the side of the main parking lot.  
The door must remain locked during classes. Please 
consider signing up to be a door monitor to help keep 
our kids safe. You can sign up for one day, once a 
month, or more. There will be a signup sheet for door 
monitors downstairs when you drop off your kids. 
The registration form and RE schedules can be 
found on the Faith Formation page of the Collaborative 
website at https://braintreecatholic.org/faith-formation/              

Email klane@sfab.org for more information or any ques-
tions.  

 
 
 
 
 

Join the Youth Choir at the 10:15 Mass each Sunday at 
St. Clare!  
All students grade K-8 are welcome! We meet in the RE 
Hall at 9:30 to rehearse and then go up to Mass togeth-
er at 10:15 (that gives Mom and Dad some time to go for a 
walk, have a cup of coffee, or enjoy some quiet time in the 
church.) Email Karen Lane at klane@sfab.org with any 
questions.  
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From 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 Since this Sunday we celebrate the auspicious oc-
casion of the 800th anniversary of the death of Saint Francis 
I thought I would repeat an article about him I wrote back in 
May. 
 Continuing with my experiences while on pilgrim-
age in Italy I will turn my attention to Assisi, an important 
location for both of our parishes, Saint Francis and Saint 
Clare. 
 I think that most of us know very little about Saint 
Francis, about his youth, his conversion story and the 
founding of the Franciscan order. When most of us think of 
Saint Francis we often recall his great love for animals. Eve-
ry year in our own collaborative we celebrate the blessing of 
animals as a concrete way to remember Francis through 
our own love of animals. In fact, it wasn’t just animals that 
he loved but all of God’s creation and praised God for all of 
it which we see in his “Canticle of the Sun.” It is the first po-
em written in the Italian vernacular. But the life of Saint 
Francis is much more than this. He wasn’t just a twelfth 
century “flower child.” 
 He was born around 1182 to a wealthy cloth mer-
chant in Assisi. Most parents want their child to grow up in a 
better situation than they did. And so, it was his father’s 
great desire that he would grow up and use his wealth to 
marry into nobility. Francis probably thought this was a pret-
ty good idea himself as he wanted to become a knight and 
find glory in battle. In his youth he was known to be some-
thing of a party animal and would frequently be seen in the 
town square drinking wine and carousing with his friends. 
Today, we might find many children of the rich and famous 
doing the same thing. 
 Francis soon got his chance to make a name for 
himself in battle. Assisi and Perugia were locked in a bitter 
rivalry when in 1202 at around the age of 20, he joined As-
sisi forces to attack Perugia in the Battle of Collestrada. 
Things did not go the way he expected. Assisi lost the battle 
and Francis was captured and spent a year as a prisoner of 
war. This disillusionment helped shape the course of his 
future life. He stopped being so concerned with fame and 
riches and began to look toward the spiritual. 
 The turning point came while he was riding his 
horse down the road and noticed a leper walking toward 
him. Usually he, like everyone else, would keep their dis-
tance, not even looking at the poor man. He must have 
been inspired by the Holy Spirit but this time he rode right 
toward the leper, got off his horse, embraced the man and 
kissed him. Later, Francis came to realize that it wasn’t a 
leper but the Lord Himself that he had embraced and 

 Since this Sunday we celebrate the auspicious oc-
casion of the 800th anniversary of the death of Saint Francis 
I thought I would repeat an article about him I wrote back in 
May. 
 Continuing with my experiences while on pilgrimage 
in Italy I will turn my attention to Assisi, an important location 
for both of our parishes, Saint Francis and Saint Clare. 
 I think that most of us know very little about Saint 
Francis, about his youth, his conversion story and the 
founding of the Franciscan order. When most of us think of 
Saint Francis we often recall his great love for animals. Eve-
ry year in our own collaborative we celebrate the blessing of 
animals as a concrete way to remember Francis through our 
own love of animals. In fact, it wasn’t just animals that he 
loved but all of God’s creation and praised God for all of it 
which we see in his “Canticle of the Sun.” It is the first poem 
written in the Italian vernacular. But the life of Saint Francis 
is much more than this. He wasn’t just a twelfth century 
“flower child.” 
 He was born around 1182 to a wealthy cloth mer-
chant in Assisi. Most parents want their child to grow up in a 
better situation than they did. And so, it was his father’s 
great desire that he would grow up and use his wealth to 
marry into nobility. Francis probably thought this was a pret-
ty good idea himself as he wanted to become a knight and 
find glory in battle. In his youth he was known to be some-
thing of a party animal and would frequently be seen in the 
town square drinking wine and carousing with his friends. 
Today, we might find many children of the rich and famous 
doing the same thing. 
 Francis soon got his chance to make a name for 
himself in battle. Assisi and Perugia were locked in a bitter 
rivalry when in 1202 at around the age of 20, he joined Assi-
si forces to attack Perugia in the Battle of Collestrada. 
Things did not go the way he expected. Assisi lost the battle 
and Francis was captured and spent a year as a prisoner of 
war. This disillusionment helped shape the course of his 
future life. He stopped being so concerned with fame and 
riches and began to look toward the spiritual. 
 The turning point came while he was riding his 
horse down the road and noticed a leper walking toward 
him. Usually he, like everyone else, would keep their dis-
tance, not even looking at the poor man. He must have 
been inspired by the Holy Spirit but this time he rode right 
toward the leper, got off his horse, embraced the man and 
kissed him. Later, Francis came to realize that it wasn’t a 
leper but the Lord Himself that he had embraced and 
kissed. 
 “And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say 
to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.’” (Matthew 25:40)   
 There was an incident, from which we probably get  
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our association of Francis and animals. There was a wolf 
that was terrorizing Assisi. Francis went out and found the 
wolf and as the story is told, spoke to the animal. The wolf 
didn’t want to terrorize anyone it was just hungry. Francis 
suggested that if the people of the town left something 
outside their door for the wolf to eat, he would leave the 
people and their livestock in peace. The wolf agreed and 
promised to protect the city. How could that happen? Was it 
a Dr. Dolittle moment? Wolves can’t actually speak. It 
certainly must have been some kind of supernatural gift 
granted at the moment so that two created creatures, 
Francis and the wolf, could come to understand each other. 
It was another moment of peacemaking brought about by 
God Himself.

There are so many aspects and stories to tell about 
Saint Francis, but I can’t describe all of them here. Many 
books have been written about him. You might want to take 
some time to read some of these and explore his life 
yourselves in more detail.

With limited space in the bulletin, I’ve included the 
poem mentioned about on my blog you can find it at A Cigar 
with God 2.0: May 2026

AN EVENING WITH ARTIE BOYLE 
The Braintree Catholic Collaborative Women's Group is 
inviting ALL (Women, Men, Families) to attend the 
evening talk with Artie Boyle on October 7th at 7PM in the 
Saint Francis CHURCH. Since this date is the feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary, we will open the church at 6:30PM for 
Rosary prior to his talk.  
Artie is the author of “Six Months to Live”.  Devastated with a 
terminal cancer diagnosis, Artie and friends dared to look for 
a miracle. Twenty five years ago, they journeyed to 
Medjugorje in Croatia in search of healing.  Upon return, the 
cancer was gone completely; and his doctors had no 
explanation.  We will listen as Artie relates not only his 
miraculous healing but his spiritual journey and the hope and 
inspiration he offers.

 

Scriptural ROSARY and the Divine Mercy Chaplet will 
begin on 9/14 at 6:45pm at SFA.   We are looking for new 
leaders and readers to volunteer for this prayer ministry as 
going forward we will be having it on EVERY MONDAY 
throughout the year. Please contact Lisa at 
LBERARDI28@verizon.net to be included in the rotation. 

Braintree Catholic Collaborative Bereavement Support 
Group—Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?  
If you are interested in talking about your grief and need 
support in your grief healing, we are again beginning our 
bereavement classes on Saturday, October 10, 2026 at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church Hall.  The hour-long meeting will 
help you bring your suffering to the Lord and also allow you 
to know others who are going through something similar.  
Meetings will meet weekly from 10:30—11:30AM.  No sign-
up or commitment, just a place to come and find comfort.
“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, 

for all that we loved deeply becomes part of us.”  
Helen Keller

Knights of Columbus—The weekend of October 17th-18th 
member knights will hand out tootsie rolls and collect 
donations to support God’s special children. Funds collected 
will provide assistance to the handicapped, and promote 
support for children and families with special needs.

October 4—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time:
The good news of this Gospel is that all we 
need to do is let God tend us and bring us to 
produce good fruit.  All we need do is be 
faithful; God will take care of the rest.
Please help the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul to bring the love and mercy of Jesus to those who 
feel left out and abandoned. 
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the Collaborative 
office during normal business hours (M-T 9-4; and F 9-1).  
Blue envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of 
the church.  Please use them for your cash, check 
(written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo 
line), or gift card—and place them into the collection 
basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
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Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

Carpentry, Handyman & Painting Services for the South Shore
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��781-829-3030

www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
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781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral 
Chapels, Inc.

516 Washington St.
Braintree, MA 02184 

CARING SERVICES FOR A LOWER EXPENSE
WE HAVE SERVED YOUR COMMUNITY BEFORE

781-843-0890

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

No-Win, No-Fee    On Call 24/7

www.chrisearley.com
617-444-7777

Injured? Call Earley Before It’s Too Late!

ESPAÑOL

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771


