
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 
Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 

856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 11:30AM  
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  

Please call the Collaborative Office to register 
  

Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-

ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 
  

Bulletin Deadline 
All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 

by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at 
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.   

 Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue 
board in the church, please call or email the parish 
office.  

 Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall 
 Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 

St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-
843-3330 

 Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall. 

 Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall. 

Please call the collaborative office for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday, August 1, 2026 
5:30PM Daniel Barselou, 

Adeline Miscioscia and 
Richard & Margaret Keane 

5th Anniv. 
1st Anniv. 
Memorial 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 
9:00AM Joseph McCarthy Memorial 
11:30AM Paul Hanson 60th Anniv. 
6:00PM   
Monday, August 3, 2026 
7:00AM Helen Murphy Memorial 
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 
7:00AM Jeremiah Spec. Intent. 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
7:00AM Simon Tran 4th Anniv. 
Thursday, August 6, 2026 

7:00AM Charles Beaulieu Memorial 
Friday, August 7, 2026 
7:00AM   
Saturday, August 8, 2026 
5:30PM Katherine & Gus Murphy Memorial 
Sunday, August 9, 2026 
9:00AM Anna, Mario & James Berardinelli Memorial 
11:30AM Angelo Zampine Memorial 
6:00PM Kathleen Flynn Memorial 

St. Clare 
Saturday, August 1, 2026 
8:00AM R. Brian Johnson Memorial 
4:00PM Robert St. Jean 6th Anniv. 
Sunday, August 2, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM Thomas H. Byron 5th Anniv. 
Saturday, August 8, 2026 
8:00AM Luke Conboy  
4:00PM   
Sunday, August 9, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM Bruno Scanga Memorial 
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Background on the renewal 
of the Mass in Vatican II 

 
 

Pope Saint John XXIII called for an ecumenical council on 
January 25, 1959, just three months after being elected 
Pope.  An ecumenical council is a meeting of all the 
bishops from around the world.  To say his announcement 
stunned the Church is an understatement.  No one imagined 
that he would ever do something so drastic, especially so early 
into his pontificate.  At the time of the announcement, the Pope 
did not give any details as to why he was calling the council or 
what he hoped to achieve.  Much of Europe had been destroyed 
in the Second World War.  So much of eastern Europe was in the 
clutches of Soviet Communism. The Cold War was growing but 
also the advancement of communications.  We had radio, of 
course, but also television. As we know so 
well, with television came a whole di erent way of thinking 
about the world and ourselves.  Television programming was 
reflecting back on ourselves how we wanted to be.  It was 
shaping our world view, political opinions and 
even impacting our image of God and the Church.     
Throughout the first part of the 20th century, there was a growing 
movement within the Church that called for a close look at how 
we celebrated the Mass.  Some may recall that in the 1950’s, 
Pope Pius XII reformed the Holy Week Liturgies, moving the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday and the Easter Vigil 
from the morning to the evening.  This was to encourage more 
people to participate in these rich liturgies. When celebrated in 
the morning, so few people were able to attend that they 
became associated with something priests did.  That may seem 
relatively insignificant, however he 
was demonstrating that the sacred liturgy should foster more 
participation of the laity.       
As Pope John did not give any details about the 
forthcoming ecumenical council, many speculated that he 
wanted to continue the First Vatican Council which was left 
unfinished in 1870 because of wars in Europe.  In July of 1959, 
the Pope said that the council would be called 
Vatican II, thus declaring to everyone that this ecumenical 
council was not going to be a mere continuation of the last one, 
but rather something  altogether new. During that summer, he 
wrote to all the bishops of the  world soliciting their thoughts as 
to what the council should discuss.  Over 2000 responses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
were collected. It took a couple of years to process all of 
them.  By the time the council opened in October 1962, it was 
clear that the agenda of the body of bishops was to 
look more closely at the use of Sacred Scripture in the life of 
the Church.  They also wanted to review the Mass.  There had 
not been such a review of the Mass since the Council of Trent 
in 1570.      
Stadium-like risers were built in St. Peter’s Basilica to 
accommodate over 2600 bishops.  Also in attendance, were 
theologians, representatives from other faiths and the 
media.  The bishops were seated according to their 
seniority by virtue of their date of ordination as bishop.  This 
posed significant problems but also provided wonderful 
opportunities.  The problems were  that the bishops 
were likely sitting next to or near other bishops who did not 
speak their own language.  Although there would have been a 
working knowledge of Latin among them, Latin was not a 
conversational language and was not helpful 
for conversation.  They had a hard time speaking with each 
other. At the same time however, where they were able to find 
a way to communicate, a whole new world opened up to 
them.  For the first time, you had a bishop from the United 
States sitting with a bishop from Kenya or a bishop of the 
Philippines sitting next to someone from Brazil.  They learned 
ways to share stories, concerns, and opinions.  The bishops 
began to think di erently about how they were approaching 
various questions given what they were hearing from 
their brothers living in other parts of the world.  My 
understanding is the Pope had installed espresso stations 
under the risers to encourage the bishops to linger with other 
bishops during their breaks.  Of course this allowed 
for informal exchange of ideas which eventually contributed 
to the council outcomes.   
When it came to the Mass, the discussions were so intense 
that the bishops were no where near finished by the time the 
session ended in December.  It was the initial plan for the 
council to last for only one session.  By this point not only 
were they not finished with discussion of the Mass, they 
didn’t get to anything else on their agenda. (except 
for discussion on Sacred Scripture)  Though there was likely 
much frustration at the thought of having to return to Rome 
the following year for an additional two months, the Pope was 
pleased that the bishops were so engaged in the process 
of Aggiornamento,  Italian for “updating”.  Though they 
left Rome knowing they would be back the following year, no 
one yet realized they would end up returning another two 
years beyond that!    
Sadly, Pope John XXIII died the following June.  He had been 
diagnosed with cancer a few weeks before the opening of the 
council but chose not to say anything, knowing that the focus 
of the council would be on his illness and not on the 
agenda.  By the end of June, Pope Paul VI was elected 
Pope and ready to carry on with the council.   
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From 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

It was nearly half a century ago. I was still living at home with my 
parents, still in college. This was the time in my life when faith 
finally took root in me. I had come to really believe and to read 
Scripture and pray more often. 
As will sometimes happen when praying with Scripture, it’s just a 
small phrase or short sentence that stays with you. You begin to 
ruminate on it, and the phrase keeps coming back day after day. 
The phrase that struck me at that time was “Be rooted in 
Him” (Colossians 2:7). I don’t think it was any coincidence that I 
had just gained an interest in gardening. I was planting flowers 
around the yard and had plans to put in a vegetable garden 
where my grandmother used to have one when I was a young 
boy. After all these years I still remember her handing me a huge 
tomato she had just plucked off a plant and biting into it while still 
standing with her in the garden. We didn’t wash vegetables back 
then. 
I thought a lot about roots during that time, especially as I was 
planting. Without roots a plant can’t survive. It can’t take in nour-
ishment or water from the soil. The same is true for us we have 
to be rooted in Christ not just so we can survive but so that we 
can thrive. “I came that you may have life and have it abundant-
ly” (John 10:10) He’s talking about a share in divine life. 
I finally did get that vegetable garden planted. It was awesome, if 
I do say so myself. I planted many different things. I was like “Old 
MacDonald” who had a farm. Of course, I had those tomatoes I 
loved so much, but I also planted carrots, peppers, corn, and a 
couple of other things I can’t remember all these years later. I 
was very proud – they were growing right underneath one of the 
large pear trees we had in our back yard. 
Enter an act of nature – a powerful nor’easter. That night 
we heard a big crash out back but couldn’t tell what it was 
but, in the morning, I found that the huge pear tree had fall-
en right on top of my garden. I was devastated. It was early 
in the summer, and I didn’t go back there. I didn’t want to 
see the destruction. In late August and early September my 
parents said it was time to chop up the mess out back. With 
a hatchet and saw I started to dismantle the tree and as I 
removed the dead limbs and leaves, I was startled by what I 
found. Most of the garden survived. It was a kind of miracle. 
Apparently, the decaying tree added nutrients to the 
ground, its cover protected the plants from being scorched 
by the sun and the leaves held in the moisture it needed. 
I had given up. I lost hope. I threw in the towel when I 
shouldn’t have. 
If we jump ahead in time to the year 2000 my deacon class 
was listening to a talk on faith by Deacon John Manion. 
John grew up in Ireland, and he told us that every morning 
his mother would get up before anyone else and go the fire-
place. The fire from the night before was gone. It was dead.  

 
Then he told us the best part. All his mother did was simply 
take a poker and stir up the ash that was left and in a cou-
ple of minutes she would have a small fire. She added 
some more wood and snap just like that she’d have a raging 
fire again. She could keep warm and make breakfast. 
You know, faith is like that. Many of us have been like 
“dead” fire. We do our best to walk away from Christ but 
someone or something comes and stirs up what little faith 
we have left until we are on fire for Christ. 
We worry about our loved ones who seem to have lost their 
faith. And we can’t see any hope, but like that tree covering 
my garden something is going on we can’t see. God is 
working behind the scenes. And our prayer will bear fruit (or 
vegetables). Don’t be like me and give up hope. Don’t throw 
in the towel. Whether it’s your own faith you mourn or the 
faith of others you fear for. Keep praying. 
God is at work in ways we’ll never know. There is a divine, 
grace driven, and mysterious work going on. We plant the 
seeds, but God makes them grow. 
“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed up-
on the ground, and should sleep and rise night and day, and 
the seed should sprout and grow, he knows not how.” (Mark 
4:26-27) 

 
¡Muchas Gracias! Thank you 
very much for the warm wel-
come, financial support, and 
your heartfelt prayers. I am 

grateful for the opportunity to share the mission of 
Rostro de Cristo with you last weekend as part of the 
annual Missionary Cooprative Program, especially as 
a fellow parishioner. Thank you Fr. Bob and Fr. Kev-
in for inviting me to do so and for the encouragement. 
I pray that God blesses you and your family. Together 
in Mission, Evan Cuthbert. 
(Founded over 35 years ago by Fr. Jim Ronan, a 
priest in the Archdiocese of Boston, Rostro de Cristo 
works in the Dominican Republic in collaboration 
with the Scalabrini Sisters. As Executive Director, 
Evan Cuthbert leads Rostro de Cristo’s efforts to re-
cruit, train, and support professionals motivated by 
their faith who offer their skills and passion to serve 
in support Haitian migrants and other vulnerable 
communities. In addition, Rostro de Cristo hosts high 
school, college, and parish groups on short-term im-
mersion experiences, and pilgrimmages for adults. 
These programs invite participants to an encounter 
Christ on the margins and to uncover within them-
selves God’s invitation to mission. Through the work 
of Rostro de Cristo plays a vital role in expanding the 
missionary activity of the Church to people that are 
often forgotten and excluded. Please visit 
www.rostrodecristo.org.) 
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Day 2 of VBS taught us that Jesus is with us, and that  
Because of Jesus, we can have courage. We read the sto-
ry in the Gospel of Matthew where the disciples were on 
their boat during a storm and they were afraid. Jesus walked 
right on top of the water toward them! They were scared and 
thought they were seeing a ghost, but Jesus told them not to 
be afraid. We talked about ways to feel brave when things 
are difficult or scary, and also that we have lots of people we 
can go to for help, in addition to praying to Jesus for cour-
age, who is always with us! 

 

Josh the Otter came to VBS to 
teach us about water safety! He 
brought books for everyone, 
and he acted out some of the 
scenes in the book, like how 
otters like to float with friends 
for safety! 

Several scenarios were presented to the kids (like swimming 
only when an adult is present) and the kids had to decide 
whether it was safe or not safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally everyone took a water 
safety pledge. It is important 
for kids of ALL ages to be safe 
around water! 

 

 

 

Continuing with our theme of water, we brainstormed ways 
that we use water every day, and why and how we should 
conserve water. Father Bob talked about some of the ways 
we use water in church, like during baptism, or when a 
priest washes his hands during Mass. He turned a jar of 
plain water into holy water for us and then we reviewed how 
to use it to bless ourselves! 

 
 
Next we used  
water, aluminum foil, 
markers, and paper to 
make tie dyed pictures.  
 
 

 
 
To end the day, we 
“watered” the grass 
behind the rectory 
while doing a fun 
sponge relay race! 
 

 
Registration for Religious Education Clas-
ses for the 2026-2027 year is open! Scan 
the QR code below to open the registra-
tion form. (A link to the form can also be 
found on the Faith Formation page of the 

Collaborative website at https://braintreecatholic.org/faith-
formation/ ). 
In order to make the process a little easier, you can check 
on “returning family” at the top to use infor-
mation from last year’s form so you only 
need to fill in information that has changed 
since last year (i.e. student grade, session 
day, emergency contact, etc.) Class sched-
ules will be posted on the Faith Formation 
page of the website (see address above) in early August. 
Email klane@sfab.org for more info or any questions.  

mailto:klane@sfab.org
https://braintreecatholic.org/faithformation/
https://braintreecatholic.org/faithformation/
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The elevator at St. Clare has been repaired.  However it 
can not be used until it has been inspected by the state.

August 2: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time:
In the Gospel, Jesus says: “There is no need for 
them to go away; give them some food 
yourselves,” and taking the five loaves and two 

fish, he blest them and gave them to the disciples to feed the 
crowd.

Know that your gift to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul to help those living in poverty touches 
many lives just like the loaves and fishes.
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the Collaborative 
office during normal business hours (M-T 9-4; and F 9-1).  
Blue envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of 
the church.  Please use them for your cash, check 
(written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo 
line), or gift card—and place them into the collection 
basket or through the rectory mail slot.  

Living the Way of Mary will be held on Saturday, August 
15th, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, at St. Clare 
Parish.  
The retreat will begin with the 8:00 Mass in the church and 
will continue in the hall until 2:00PM.  
Light refreshments and lunch will be served.  A free-will 
offering of $25-$40 would be appreciated.  
Please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332 to 
register no later than Wednesday, August 12th.

St. Clare
Nora Walsh

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.

Fromm 
Thee Archdiocesee off 

Bostonn 
August 2 ~ Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s readings give us words of great love and comfort. 
As we listen, we may find ourselves breathing easier, feeling 
comforted. In Isaiah, God speaks to the people saying, 
“Come to me, listen, that you may have life.” St. Paul tells 
us that nothing, not hardship or sorrow or difficulty “can 
separate us from the love of God poured out in Christ 
Jesus.” Then we hear the gospel story of the miracle of the 
loaves and fish. Jesus having compassion for the crowd 
that had been with him, listening to him. This gospel draws 
a parallel to our Sunday Eucharist. We are nourished by the 
word of God, and we are fed the Body of Christ. In both - we 
are nourished for the days ahead. Take with you from here, 
the words you have heard and the body of Christ you have 
received. This is the sustenance we all need!
Restoration Retreat: Hope and Healing for the Divorced 
and Separated
This one-day retreat at the Pastoral Center, Braintree on 
Sat. Nov. 21st from 8:30AM-5:00PM will led by Carolyn Klika 
of Abounding Joy Ministry, focusing on the hope and healing 
offered by Christ to those who have undergone the trial of 
divorce or separation. Join others for talks, small group 
sharing, Adoration and Confession, and a vigil Mass. An in-
person or Zoom option is offered. For registration visit bit.ly/
R e t r e a t F o r D i v o r c e d a n d S e p a r a t e d o r 
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org for more information. 

mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Fall in love with your new windows 

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at 
an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in 
Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your 
purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay 
your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance 
documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 
13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067

Offer ends 06/30/26

(855) 919-2625

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

Call 1-844-320-4506

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

www.obhi.org
www.obhi.org
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“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
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Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

Carpentry, Handyman & Painting Services for the South Shore
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www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
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781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral 
Chapels, Inc.

516 Washington St.
Braintree, MA 02184 

CARING SERVICES FOR A LOWER EXPENSE
WE HAVE SERVED YOUR COMMUNITY BEFORE

781-843-0890

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

FALL COURSES

REGISTRATION OPEN

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:information@bluehillcemetery.com
www.cartwrightfuneral.com
www.bluehillcemetery.com
www.sstavern.com
www.rehabassociates.com/pope
www.slightedgefit.com�781-303-9772
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www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
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