
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 
Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 

856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 11:30AM  
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  

Please call the Collaborative Office to register 
  

Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-

ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 
  

Bulletin Deadline 
All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 

by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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We are now booking Mass Intentions 
for July 1 through December 31, 
2026.  To schedule a Mass or for 
further information please call the 
Collaborative Office at  781-843-1332. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at 
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.   

 Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue 
board in the church, please call or email the parish 
office.  

 Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall 
 Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 

St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-
843-3330 

 Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall. 

 Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall. 

Please call the collaborative office for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday, June 27, 2026 
5:30PM Ann Fiore Memorial 
Sunday, June 28, 2026 
9:00AM Catherine Murray, Lillian McCarthy 

and Irene Lynch 
Anniversary 

11:30AM Theresa Allen and John Joe Allen 7th/27th Ann. 
6:00PM Anthony Andrade Memorial 
Monday, June 29, 2026 
7:00AM Marcelo Alcantara Memorial 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026 
7:00AM Ellen Tocci 15th Anniv. 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026 
7:00AM   
Thursday, July 2, 2026 

7:00AM   
Friday, July 3, 2026 
7:00AM Jim Tracey Month’s Mind 
Saturday, July 4, 2026 
5:30PM J. Richard Hamel Anniversary 
Sunday, July 5, 2026 
9:00AM Marty Murphy 23rd Anniv. 
11:30AM Stella Ngugi Spec. Intent. 
6:00PM Parishioners of the Collaborative  

St. Clare 
Saturday, June 27, 2026 
8:00AM Paul Cavallaro Memorial 
4:00PM Nunzio & Mary Sbordone and 

John Cicerone 
Memorial 

Sunday, June 28, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM William P. Sweeney, II Anniversary 
Saturday, July 4, 2026 
8:00AM Our Nation’s 250th Birthday  
4:00PM NO MASS  
Sunday, July 5, 2026 
7:45AM Agnes C. & Richard S. Cripps Memorial 
10:15AM Robert F. Murphy 3rd Anniv. 
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I am reading a book called Confronting the Presidents by the 
news commentator Bill O’Reilly.  It is a fascinating 
read.  Each chapter covers one president, offering a 
summary of his years in office. The twist of the book is 
that  tells the part of the story that has often been forgotten 
by history. What I’m learning is that there doesn’t seem to be 
a period of time in which our country wasn’t 
polarized.  Mostly the tension was around slavery and the 
May issues connected to it. Also there was infighting about 
expansion and foreign relations.  I haven’t come to the part 
of the book where it talks about period of political tranquility. 
I say that somewhat sarcastically as I don’t think there was 
one.   
 

All this to say the founding leaders of the country were trying 
an experiment. Two hundred and fifty years is a nice slice of 
history but not quite enough time to determine if the 
experiment works.  Parts of it certainly do. But other parts 
have failed. That’s why it’s an experiment.  
 

With instant media feeds politics has become 
entertainment.   This was not the case in the past. Every 
thought of the president, or misdeed of a senator is known 
instantaneously. We are certainly more informed than 
generations past but, as a consequence, more anxious and 
depressed. Perhaps it’s because the access to news as it 
happens leaves us feeling that we have less control.  
 

Nevertheless, the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence is significant and worthy of 
celebration. When you consider the number of people who 
died in defense of our country, it is more apparent how 
fragile is this experiment in being a nation.  
 

On Saturday, July 4, there will be a Mass of Thanksgiving for 
our country at 8:00am at St Clare Church. I encourage you 
to participate. Though not a holy day, it is special day that 
stands alone in history. It seems appropriate that part of our 
celebration includes rendering thanks to God for all we have 
received from the generations before us.  
 

 

FFrom 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 Do you remember where you were the day the 
astronauts first landed on the moon? Oh wait! Some of you 
may not have even been a twinkle in your parent’s eyes yet, 
or your grandparents for that matter. Well, I know where I 
was. 
 It was July 20, 1969. I was fourteen years old and it 
was the first time I ever played the organ at Mass. Let me do 
the math for you. It was Fifty-seven years ago. I have been 
an organist for more than half a century. In that time, I 
estimate that I have played approximately eight thousand, 
eight hundred, ninety-two funerals. This number doesn’t 
include the funerals that I have presided over since I was 
ordained twenty-two years ago. I’ve been to all kinds of 
funerals, those of young children and centennials and every 
age in between. I’ve played at or was the deacon for 
funerals for a young military man and for police officers and 
firefighters who died in the line of duty. I’ve pretty much seen 
it all. 
 And this has been a blessing for me. It has given me 
the opportunity to reflect on the great mystery of death. This 
is what I have learned about myself. First, I am not afraid to 
die. Second, I am petrified by how I might die. For example, 
I’d rather not be eaten alive by anything with big teeth. 
 Why am I bringing this up? I was praying the 
sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary yesterday and that first 
mystery, “The Agony in the Garden,” got me meditating on 
that ordeal of Jesus. Like me, I thought, Jesus was not afraid 
to die. After all he clearly told Martha (after she came to 
chew him out for not being there to save Lazarus): 
 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” Martha 
said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the 
last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” (John 
11: 23-26) 
 So, Jesus wasn’t afraid of death, he had 
encountered and conquered it many times. But the way he 
would suffer death any human being would be repulsed by it 
and the body would react physically to that fear “He was in 
such agony, and he prayed so fervently that his sweat 
became like drops of blood falling on the ground.” (Luke 
22:44) 
 I think there was something else that caused him 
agony that night. I’ve often reflected on my own death but 
not about what it would mean for me, but for what it would 
mean for my family and those who love me. I never get 
weepy about my own dying, but when I think about their 
sadness, about telling them that I might have some terminal 
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illness…that is what makes me sad. It’s an agony I would 
rather not have to endure but we all do. Jesus did. 
 I can only imagine how he grieved for the suffering 
his mother Mary would endure at the foot of the Cross and 
how his disciples and relatives would also suffer. I think, 
knowing his great love, that this might have been more trou-
bling for Jesus than the physical torture he was about to 
endure. 
 I came to the fifth sorrowful mystery – the Crucifix-
ion. The Blessed Mother, John, and the other women stand-
ing nearby watching it all mercilessly unfold. Mary is often 
depicted as being silently stoic. I’m sorry I don’t believe she 
was silent. She was also in agony, like the pangs of child-
birth, she must have cried out. Not only was her only son 
being so brutally killed but she also knows who he was – 
the Son of God was abandoned by so many and ridiculed in 
his darkest hour. This was Mary’s worst nightmare. She 
knows what is to lose a child. 
 I began to think also of those poor condemned 
souls who are being executed around the world today and 
of those mothers and fathers who can do nothing but watch 
and wait. Let us also remember those who die tragically 
violent deaths at the hands of someone else and for no 
good reason. Those parents suffer too. And keep in mind 
those parents who lose a child because of disease. It 
doesn’t seem natural for a child to die before a parent. I 
think we can all imagine what their pain must be like. 
 This column seems too dark. So, let’s cheer up a 
little. As Saint Peter said, “we may for while have to endure 
many hardships” but his is only for while – not forever. 
 Jesus used this metaphor to describe not just his 
death and the pain it would cause his mother and friends 
but the joy of the Resurrection. 
 Amen, amen, I say to you, you will weep and 
mourn, while the world rejoices; you will grieve, but your 
grief will become joy. When a woman is in labor, she is in 
anguish because her hour has arrived; but when she has 
given birth to a child, she no longer remembers the pain 
because of her joy that a child has been born into the 
world. So you also are now in anguish. But I will see you 
again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your 
joy away from you. (John 16:20-22) 
 And from Revelation: 
 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 
shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, [for] 
the old order has passed away.” (Revelation 21:4) 
 And finally: 
 Eye has not seen. Ear has not heard. Nor has it 
entered the human heart and mind, the good things that 
God has prepared for those who love him. (1 Corinthians 
2:9) 
 The Lord is not going to abandon us to endless 

suffering or grief. But our suffering does not have to be in 
vain. We can unite our suffering with that of Christ for the 
benefit of souls. We, are after all the Body of Christ. 
 Finally, let us remember to pray for those parents 
who will lose a child today, especially by violence. Maybe 
this prayer to the Blessed Mother. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer to Our Lady of Sorrows 
Our Mother of sorrows, 

with strength from above you stood by the Cross, 
sharing in the sufferings of Jesus, 
and with tender care you bore him 

in your arms, mourning and weeping. 
We praise you for your faith, 

which accepted the life God planned for you. 
We praise you for your hope, 

which trusted that God would do great things in you. 
We praise you for your love 

in bearing with Jesus the sorrows of his passion. 
Holy Mary, may we follow your example, 

and stand by all your children who need comfort and love. 
Mother of God, 

stand by us in our trials and 
care for us in our many needs. 

Pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen! 
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2026 graduates from Braintree High and Archie’s came to 
the rectory backyard for a celebratory BBQ last week. Rich 
Lannon brought his grill skills to prepare the delicious food 
and then led everyone in a rousing cornhole tournament! It 
was a wonderful way to honor their hard work and achieve-
ments, share their plans for the fall, and just have FUN! 
Thank you to Father Bob and Father Kevin for hosting!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To all of our high school graduates, as you step into this 
next chapter of life—whether heading to college, starting a 
career, or exploring new paths—remember that you do not 
walk alone. God goes before you to guide your steps, and 
He stands beside you to give you strength. Trust in His plan 
for your life, stay anchored in your faith, and know that your 
church community will always be a home where you are 
welcomed and loved. 
 

The U.S Bishops 
consecrated the 
United States to the 
Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, and on June 
14th,  some parish-
ioners  gathered 
after the 10:15 
Mass to talk about 
what that means, 

and how we can all devote our families and homes to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

Consecrating your home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a 
beautiful way to invite Christ to be the true King of your fam-
ily. By placing a blessed image in a place of honor, families 
center their household on His mercy and peace. Prayer 
cards in the entrances of the churches have a beautiful im-
age you can display as well as a prayer on the back for you 
use. 

 

Registration for Religious Education Classes 
for the 2026-2027 year is open! Scan the QR 
code below to open the registration form. (A 
link to the form can also be found on the Col-
l a b o r a t i v e  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p s : / /

braintreecatholic.org/faith-formation/ ).  In order to make the 
process a little easier, you can check on “returning family” 
at the top to use information from last year’s form so you 
only need to fill in information that has changed since last 
year (i.e. student grade, session day, emergency contact, 
etc.) Class schedules will be posted on the Faith Formation 
page of the website (see address above) in early August. 
Email klane@sfab.org for more information or any ques-
tions. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Have you signed up for VBS 
yet? There are still a few spots 
open! Email klane@sfab.org for 
more information! 
 
 
 

mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org


Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 6 June 28, 2026

 
 

This year as I’m sure you are aware Independence Day 
falls on Saturday.  There will be NO Confessions at St. 
Francis of Assisi and NO 4:00 Mass at St. Clare on this 
day.  There WILL be Confessions following the 8:00 
Mass at St. Clare AND the 5:30 Mass WILL be celebrated 
at St. Francis.
St. Clare Elevator
The St. Clare Elevator is temporarily out of service.  We 
are awaiting the part needed for the repairs.  Thank you 
for your understanding.

. 
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Thursday, July 
2nd and Friday July 3rd.  We will reopen at 9:00AM Monday, 
July 6th.  Have a happy and safe Independence Day!

June 28: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time:
In today’s Gospel hear Jesus tell us: “Whoever 
gives only a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones to drink because the little one is a 
disciple—Amen, I say to you, he will  surely not 

lose his reward.”
This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul was able to “acknowledge the 
goodness of the Father”  by  assisting  families,  
providing food, and financial assistance for utility and 
rent bills.  

 
St.. Franciss 

Cahal William Ferguson
Ciaran Victor Ferguson 

Lincoln Michael Kinahan
Carter Anthony Kinahan

Palmer Roux Knebel

St. Francis of Assisi
Robert S. Jankun
Ann M. Maloney

Gary Lewis
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Fall in love with your new windows 

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at 
an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in 
Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your 
purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay 
your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance 
documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 
13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067

Offer ends 06/30/26

(855) 919-2625

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-844-320-4506 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

www.obhi.org
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“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
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Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

www.bosssbah.com
781-859-3555

915 Washington St, Braintree, MA

BOSTON SOUTH 
SHORE BAR PIZZA

FREE
10” Cheese Pizza

with a purchase of any
Two 10” Specialty Pizzas

$10 OFF
Any Purchase
of $50 or more

© ©

Carpentry, Handyman & Painting Services for the South Shore
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www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
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781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral 
Chapels, Inc.

516 Washington St.
Braintree, MA 02184 

CARING SERVICES FOR A LOWER EXPENSE
WE HAVE SERVED YOUR COMMUNITY BEFORE

781-843-0890

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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