
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 
Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 

856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 11:30AM  
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  

Please call the Collaborative Office to register 
  

Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-

ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 
  

Bulletin Deadline 
All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 

by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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We are now booking Mass Intentions 
for July 1 through December 31, 
2026.  To schedule a Mass or for 
further information please call the 
Collaborative Office at  781-843-1332. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at 
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.   

 Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue 
board in the church, please call or email the parish 
office.  

 Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall 
 Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 

St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-
843-3330 

 Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall. 

 Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall. 

Please call the collaborative office for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
To the members of our Collaborative Choir.  This 
Sunday will be their last  “performance” before they take a 
well deserved Summer Break.  

St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 
5:30PM Robert & Pauline Gardner Memorial 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 
9:00AM All Fathers  
11:30AM All Fathers  
6:00PM All Fathers  
Monday, June 22, 2026 
7:00AM Souls in Purgatory  
Tuesday, June 23, 2026 
7:00AM Carolyn Ryan 3rd Anniv. 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 
7:00AM   
Thursday, June 25, 2026 

7:00AM   
Friday, June 26, 2026 
7:00AM   
Saturday, June 27, 2026 
5:30PM Ann Fiore 1st Anniv. 
Sunday, June 28, 2026 
9:00AM Catherine Murray, Lillian McCarthy 

and Irene Lynch 
Anniversary 

11:30AM Theresa Allen and John Joe Allen 7th/27th Ann. 
6:00PM Anthony Andrade Memorial 

St. Clare 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 
8:00AM James Burns Memorial 
4:00PM Sean Marcella 5th Anniv. 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 
7:45AM All Fathers  
10:15AM All Fathers  
Saturday, June 27, 2026 
8:00AM Paul Cavallaro Memorial 
4:00PM Nunzio & Mary Sbordone and 

John Cicerone 
Memorial 

Sunday, June 28, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM William P. Sweeney, II Anniversary 
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hence the commemoration of his birth is six months before 
Christmas.  Interestingly, the Blessed Mother and John the 
Baptist are the only saints whose birthdays we celebrate in 
the Church calendar.  For all the other saints we commemo-
rate the day of their death.    
 Fr Kevin will celebrate a Mass called the Midsum-
mer’s Night Nativity on Wednesday evening, June 24 begin-
ning at 8:00pm at St. Clare Church. Those who have been 
previously know this to be a beautiful liturgy celebrated in 
candlelight to emphasize John’s spirituality about decreas-
ing in the presence of Incarnation of God.  
  

Thinking of my Dad on Father’s Day  
 As I grow older, I notice that I am more and 
more grateful for the parents I had.  They are both gone to 
the Lord now; my dad 19 years and my mom 8 
years.  Those who have lost parents can appreciate me say-
ing that you never get over the loss.  Even whilst typing 
this now their passing is still surreal.  Since coming to 
Braintree three years ago, I have met a number of people 
who worked with my dad at Purity Supreme/Stop & 
Shop Supermarkets.  Its clear to me he that he made an 
impression, which is so uplifting.  To the world perhaps, 
just an ordinary guy.  To my brother and me the incarnation 
of love, an embodiment of wisdom not to be undone, and an 
inspiration for faithfulness.  If everyone had a dad like we 
did, the world would be a far better place.  Any-
way, I’m thinking of him today, as you can well imagine.  A 
blessed Father’s Day to all the dads in the parish!  We pray 
for those who are separated from their children because of 
work, military service, incarceration, illness or family 
strife.  We ask God’s consolation to the father’s who 
have had to bury a child or who have raised their chil-
dren alone.  And of course, we commend to God’s mercy all 
of our father’s who have gone before us in faith.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you be interested in learning more about why we 
do what we do at Mass?  
 At their meeting last week, the Collaborative Pasto-
ral Council discussed a questionnaire I had given 
them regarding the celebration of Sunday Mass at St. Fran-
cis and St. Clare Parishes.  I had asked them to consider 
things like “do you feel welcome when you come to 
Mass?”; “do you think others feel welcome?”; “does the 
choice of hymns help us to worship better?”; do the homilies 
encourage you to live your faith?”; “is the way we come for 
Communion reverent and efficient?”  You get the idea.  It 
was a very insightful discussion to say the least!  I was so 
uplifted by how much thought the members put into their 
comments.  The conversation also reminded me that peo-
ple really do care about the way Mass is celebrated.  In oth-
er words, the way we celebrate the Mass matters to parish-
ioners.    
 I would like to expand the conversation to include 
other parishioners.  To that end, Sister Georgeanne Do-
novan and I are going to offer a Saturday morning series on 
the instructions of the Mass as set forth by the principals of 
the Second Vatican Council.  Pope Leo encouraged the 
faithful to re-familiarize themselves with the teaching of Vati-
can II to grow in faith.  During Lent, I held a Saturday morn-
ing series on the major teachings of Vatican II.  There was 
quite an interest then to go a bit deeper into some of the 
teachings.  This summer could be a great opportunity to 
delve into the particulars of what the Council imagined the 
Mass to be.  If this might be of interest to you, please 
plan on coming on Saturday mornings: July 11, 18, 25 and 
August 1 from 9:00am-10:00 at St. Clare Parish Hall.  If you 
know others from outside the parish who would be interest-
ed, they would be most welcome.   
Midsummer Night Nativity  
 This weekend marks the summer solstice, the long-
est day of the year.  In many years, it feels like this has 
been the year without a spring, going from winter right into 
summer.  As the days begin to wane, the Church celebrates 
the Feast of St. John the Baptist on Wednesday.  As you 
recall from Scripture, John himself said that “I must de-
crease, while He (the Lord) must increase”.  It 
seems appropriate that we celebrate his birthday just as the 
days begin to grow shorter.  (Summer is just beginning…
don’t be discouraged by shortening days).  St. Luke states 
that Elizabeth was in the sixth month of pregnancy with 
John when visited by the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  Therefore John is six months older than Jesus, 
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FFrom 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
I’d like to set the scene for the Gospel we just heard. Jesus 
had been out and about in Capernaum preaching to the 
crowds, healing every kind of illness and disease. Already 
the pharisees were beginning to see him as a troublemaker, 
a blasphemer. 
  

He had commissioned his followers to go out and proclaim 
the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. And it all came with 
a warning. There would be people who did not like what they 
had to say. They were going to be harassed and persecuted; 
brought up on charges, brought before judges, turned in by 
their own family, and scourged in the synagogue. 
  

When Jesus was in public, he was speaking to large crowds 
so he had to raise his voice so people in the back could 
hear. At the end of the day, when it got dark the people went 
back to their homes leaving just Jesus and the twelve. And 
that’s where today’s reading starts. 
  

Now, Jesus is alone, in the dark, with the apostles, perhaps 
sitting around a fire. There aren’t any big crowds so he’s not 
raising his voice. It’s conversational, a whisper in 
comparison. 
  

What does he say? 
“Don’t be afraid of them.” In fact, he says three times that 
they shouldn’t be afraid. Don’t be afraid of what anyone can 
do to you. 
  

And he tells them that what he teaches them in private, in 
the dark, around the fires, behind closed doors, in whispers, 
is not just for their own private consumption and gratification. 
It isn’t a Jesus and me thing. Quite the contrary. They’re told 
to proclaim the Gospel in the light of day. They’re to go out 
on the rooftops and shout out that the Kingdom of God is 
among us. What Jesus says in a private room or around a 
fire is for public consumption. 
  

Jesus knew that his reach, as a man, was limited to where 
he could walk and who he could see. If the message were to 
be widespread it would need to be done by others; by the 
twelve; by the seventy-two, and by us. 
  

Remember the words of Christ just before he ascended into 
heaven. 
  

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 
  

That’s the Christian mission statement. It’s our collective and 
individual mandate given to us by Christ himself, spread the 

Good News; proclaim salvation and the forgiveness of sin; 
announce the Kingdom of God; be the evangelist; be the 
peacemaker; be the healer. 
  
The priest, by himself, doesn’t have the reach that all of us 
have together. He’s like Jesus in that respect. And we, within 
the four walls of a church, hear Jesus speak “in the 
darkness” and “in whispers.” We are fed at the table of 
God’s Word and nourished with the Body and Blood of 
Christ for one reason – because we are sent from the 
comfort of our churches into the world to proclaim the 
Gospel, and at the end of Mass we say “Thanks be to God” 
for that. 
  
Our job, our mandate, is to take the message we receive 
here and share it. Bring it to our places of work and play and 
where we shop; to all the places we find ourselves that the 
priest does not. Spreading the Good News is not just the 
responsibility of priests and religious. That obligation 
belongs to all of us. Christ can be proclaimed everywhere at 
once if we all take our Baptismal promises seriously. 
  
How can we do that? Here are a few simple things just to get 
your feet wet. There are hosts of others if we’re open to 
them. 
 

1. Pray that Christ will open our eyes to see the 
opportunities we have to share the faith. 

2. Invite someone to come to church with you. 
3. When a piece of Scripture touches you, share it with 

someone. You can do it on Facebook or Twitter or 
while playing chess with a friend. 

4. Promote a Catholic web page. 
5. If you see a good post about faith on social media 

share it. 
  
The more we do it, the bolder and more confident we will 
become. We’ll spread our wings and find all kinds of other 
more adventurous ways to spread the Gospel, and we’ll be 
happy to do it. 
  
Don’t be surprised if you get some pushback. Some folks 
won’t like it. They might call you a religious fanatic or closed-
minded. God forbid they might unfriend you on Facebook. 
  
We are called to be evangelizers. The Baptists do it. 
Evangelicals do it. Mormons do it. Why aren’t we? Why are 
we so timid? Do we not believe in the treasure we’ve been 
given or trust the One who sends us? 
  
Christ has so much to offer the world. So, don’t be afraid of 
them. Don’t be afraid of the nay-sayers. Don’t be afraid of 
anyone. Don’t be afraid of anything. Do not be afraid. 
Proclaim Christ from the rooftops! As Nike would put it, “Just 
do it.” 
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The Second Annual Catechist Olympics was a terrific night 
to celebrate and honor all that the catechists do for the stu-
dents in our Religious Education program. We started with a 
delicious dinner, and then played some fun party games that 
required teamwork, strategy, skill, a sense of humor, and an 
appreciation for silliness! 

On behalf of our entire parish family, we extend our deepest 
gratitude to our dedicated catechists. Thank you for gener-
ously sharing your time, energy, and faith to help nurture 
the spiritual growth of our children. Your patience, creativity, 
and living witness make a lasting impact on the lives of 
those you teach. You are truly the heartbeat of our commu-
nity's faith formation!

Friday, June 26, 6:00-9:00 at 
St. Clare RE Hall
Summer Vacation is coming! 
Let’s celebrate the end of the 
school year with a Kid’s Movie 
Night!  Parents are welcome to 
drop off your kids for pizza, 
crafts, games, and a movie –

while you enjoy a night out yourselves! Please email 
klane@sfab.org if your child would like to attend. �

mailto:klane@sfab.org
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The Braintree Day Parade is scheduled to begin at 11:45 
AM NEXT Saturday, June 27th (roads will close at 11:15).  
The parade route will go past St. Francis of Assisi which 
will impact access to the church.
This year as I’m sure you are aware Independence Day 
falls on Saturday.  There will be NO Confessions at St. 
Francis of Assisi and NO 4:00 Mass at St. Clare on this 
day.  There WILL be Confessions following the 8:00 
Mass at St. Clare AND the 5:30 Mass WILL be celebrated 
at St. Francis.
St. Clare Elevator
The St. Clare Elevator is temporarily out of service.  We 
are awaiting the part needed for the repairs.  Thank you 
for your understanding.

This   Wednesday is the Midsummer’s Night Nativity! This 
was a big day in the Church in years gone by. It marks the 
birthday of John the Baptist, who, as you recall in Luke’s 
Gospel is six month’s older than Jesus. There was a 
tradition that Mass be celebrated at sunset. In this way, 
Mass begins in daylight but ends in darkness (candlelight) so 
as to capture the spirituality of the Baptist which is “I must 
decrease so that He may increase”.  If you are able, please 
come for Mass Wednesday night at 8:00pm at St. Clare 
Church. We will begin Mass outside then process in to the 
Church which will be illuminated in candle light. After Mass 
there will be a light collation in the Church hall. What a great 
way to kick off the summer!    
Our next Community Meal is scheduled for 5:30 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026 at St. Francis.  
Join Archbishop Henning for the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage! (6/26 - 6/28)
In honor of our nation’s 250th anniversary, the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage will pass through the Archdiocese of 
Boston from June 26th through June 28th with special 
events in Lexington, Plymouth, and along the Freedom Trail. 
This pilgrimage is an invitation to realign our lives, 
communities, and country under the sovereignty of Christ, to 
be one nation under God. Learn more at bit.ly/NEPBoston. 

June 21: Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time:
In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus say: 
“Everyone who acknowledges me before others 
I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.”
This week, know that you will bringing hope 

to the poor by your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul.

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS 
weekend, June 20-21. Thank you to everyone 
who so faithfully supports our pantry. We are in 
need of the following items: paper towels, 

toilet paper, tooth paste and tooth brushes.  However, 
we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.   If you 
prefer not to shop, please read below to learn how you can 
help.  Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the 
Collaborative office during normal business hours (M-F 9-4).  
Blue envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of 
the church.  Please use them for your cash, check 
(written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo 
line), or gift card—and place them into the collection 
basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
The Food Pantry is in need of some new volunteers.  If 
you are willing and able to help out on Thursday mornings 
please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.

St.. Franciss 
Theodore William Connelly

Jackson Murphy Shea

St.. Claree 
Olivia Hale Beach
Lucy Kiley Hock

Mia Kathleen Stansky

St. Clare
Vincenzo Muscolino

St. Francis of Assisi
Margaret Carey

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Fall in love with your new windows 

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at 
an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in 
Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your 
purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay 
your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance 
documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 
13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067

Offer ends 06/30/26

(855) 919-2625

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-844-320-4506 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

www.obhi.org
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“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
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Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

www.bosssbah.com
781-859-3555

915 Washington St, Braintree, MA

BOSTON SOUTH 
SHORE BAR PIZZA

FREE
10” Cheese Pizza

with a purchase of any
Two 10” Specialty Pizzas

$10 OFF
Any Purchase
of $50 or more

© ©

Carpentry, Handyman & Painting Services for the South Shore
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www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
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781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral 
Chapels, Inc.

516 Washington St.
Braintree, MA 02184 

CARING SERVICES FOR A LOWER EXPENSE
WE HAVE SERVED YOUR COMMUNITY BEFORE

781-843-0890

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
www.brotherstreeremoval.com
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

