
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 
Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 

856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 1:00PM  

3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  
Please call the Collaborative Office to register 

  
Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-
ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 

  
Bulletin Deadline 

All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 
by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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We are now booking Mass Intentions 
for July 1 through December 31, 
2026.  To schedule a Mass or for 
further information please call the 
Collaborative Office at  781-843-1332. 

 

The Sanctuary Light for the week of May 30 through June 5 
were donated in loving memory of Richard Flynn.  

 

 
 
 
 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at St. 
Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please 
call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your 
visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance are 
available for parishioners in need.   
 Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 

on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue 
board in the church, please call or email the parish 
office.  

 Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall 
 Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 

St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-
843-3330 

 Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall. 

 Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall. 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday, May 30, 2026 
5:30PM Parishioners of the Collaborative  Memorial 
Sunday, May 31, 2026 
9:00AM Edward Marks Memorial 
11:30AM Ryan Steber 3rd Anniv. 
6:00PM John Keaveney Memorial 
Monday, June 1, 2026 
7:00AM Natividad Navarro Memorial 
Tuesday, June 2, 2026 
7:00AM John & Joseph Odenweller Memorial 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 
7:00AM Robert Devin 32nd Anniv. 
Thursday, June 4, 2026 

7:00AM   
Friday, June 5, 2026 
7:00AM   
Saturday, June 6, 2026 
5:30PM Gaetano Giannandrea 4th Anniv. 
Sunday, June 7, 2026 
9:00AM Joseph & Genevieve McCarthy Memorial 
11:30AM Clare Tallon 19th Anniv. 
6:00PM Domingas Andrade Memorial 

St. Clare 
Saturday, May 30, 2026 
8:00AM Caroline Conboy Memorial 
4:00PM Joseph Clougherty 1st Anniv. 
Sunday, May 31, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative   
10:15AM John Gately 11th Anniv. 
Saturday, June 6, 2026 
8:00AM Phyllis Keif Memorial 
4:00PM Kara Flaherty Brady Memorial 
Sunday, June 7, 2026 
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  
10:15AM Mrs. Cotter Healing 
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blessed by his warmth, generous spirit and zeal for priestly 
ministry.  It has been a privilege for me to have been as-
signed with him these past three years. In this new assign-
ment, Fr. Kevin will discover new talents which will enhance 
his priesthood.  I am very excited for him and am confident 
the people of St. Joseph Parish are getting a priest who will 
be a loving shepherd.   

Fr Kevin’s last Mass in the collaborative will 
be Sunday, June 28 at 10:15.   

I am expecting that a new parochial vicar will be 
assigned to the collaborative sometime in the summer.
There is no information as yet as to whom this will be.  I will 
certainly keep you informed when I hear.

I hope you noticed the new roof at St Fran-
cis.  Believe it or not, the whole thing was replaced in four 
days.  I am still gawking at how speedily and efficiently they 
worked.  With nonstop banging for four days, dust from 
the ceiling has covered much of the Church interior.  We are 
working to get that all cleaned up.  If you notice anything 
that was overlooked, please let me know.  My thanks to eve-
ryone who have regularly given to the parish over the 
years.  We were able to pay for the roof with our Grand An-
nual money.   

Sunday, June 14th following the 10:15 Mass at St. Clare 
there will be a reception in the church hall.  Please join us 
for refreshments as we bid farewell and offer our best wish-
es to Fr. Kevin at he assumes his new role in Malden.  We 
hope to see you there. 

Many have spoken, written and sung about God 
over the centuries. Some teachings and speeches 
have been incredibly insightful. Others inspiring. Still others 
mystical. There have even been some that have been 
downright irreverent, which have evoked a faith response 
from many. But what has God said about God? This so-
lemnity of the Most Blessed Trinity celebrates Divine Rev-
elation, that is, what God has shared with us about God.   

God is.  That is the reality.  When Moses asked 
God for His name, God responded “I Am Who Am”.  By 
telling this to Moses, God is saying that God is outside of 
creation.  God is not a mere creature but rather the Crea-
tor.  If you have difficulty understanding this, then you are in 
good company!  Only God can understand God.  It’s enough 
to know that God is not part of creation.  As such, God is not 
limited or bound by laws of creation, such as time and 
space.  The big therefore: God can not be thought of or un-
derstood or related to as we do to created things.   

God freely chooses to reveal God to us.  What God 
has revealed is that God is a community of persons: Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit.  Three persons, perfectly united in 
love.  Another way to think of this, if God were not a trinity of 
persons, there could not be love.  There could not be salva-
tion.  We could not have access to God.  But because God 
is a trinity, God has entered creation in the second person of 
the Trinity, the Son, who has been born into the human 
race.  In doing so, salvation for humanity is possible.   

Some will ask, then where is the Christ?  The Risen 
Christ remains with us in the Church through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, hence the Sacraments.   

And furthermore…God has revealed to us every-
thing about God.  In other words, there is nothing about God 
that God has not shared with us.  This is not to say that any-
one of us understands God completely.  On the contrary, 
the human mind is not capable of grasping the fullness of 
God.  Nevertheless, God has spoken about God.  It won’t be 
until the fullness of God’s Kingdom that we will grasp God 
completely.   

Fr Kevin’s news
By now you have likely heard the news that Fr. Kevin has 
been appointed by Abp. Henning as the new pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish in Malden. His new assignment begins on 
July 7. Fr. Kevin and I began here together in July 
2023.  As you well know he has been such a blessing to our 
collaborative.  I am sorry to see him leave us, as he has 
been a wonderful collaborator for me.  I have been richly 
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FFromm 
Deaconn Joee MacDonaldd 

 
Sometimes when a reading is proclaimed at Mass, we hear 
it, but do we listen to it. There could be any number of 
reasons for this. One reason is that the sound system needs 
adjusting and it’s just not clear to us. Or, God forbid, the 
reader isn’t prepared. It could be that the squirming child 
kicking the back of your pew is distracting. Sometimes, we 
just come with so many things on our minds that it’s difficult 
to pay attention. We miss things – it happens, but then we 
see it. It’s like driving down a familiar street and seeing a 
house that you’ve never noticed before as if it was never 
there before.
Last Sunday I had a moment like that. It was this line from 
the second reading, “No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,” except 
by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) I’ve read it many 
times. I’ve quoted it. But last Sunday something popped – it 
was the word “Lord.” Sometimes we get so used to words 
that we just gloss over them or don’t even notice them. But 
on Sunday I noticed.
A mistake many of us are guilty of is that we look at English 
translations of words in Scripture that were written in Greek 
or Aramaic or Hebrew. “Lord” is one of these words. Ancient 
Jewish people were prohibited from speaking the name of 
God, YHVH. Instead, they would use the word Adonai which 
we translate as “Lord.” So, when first century Jews heard the 
word, they would not have taken the English meaning as in a 
noble title or wealthy landowner or simply “sir.” They would 
have understood it as “God!” So, Saint Paul in this letter to 
the Corinthians was really saying “No one can say, ‘Jesus 
is GOD,” except by the Holy Spirit.” Jesus is God. The 
Father is God. The Holy Spirit is God. Now we have a name 
for God which we pronounce all the time. We say “in the 
name (not names) of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. One God, three persons.
As we continue to think about the word “Lord,” let’s take a 
look where it was used elsewhere, in Luke’s Gospel. Mary 
went in haste, we are told to visit her cousin, Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth spoke to Mary saying:

And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my 
Lord (think God) should come to me? Luke 1:43)

There we have it ladies and gentlemen – Scriptural proof 
that Mary is the Mother of God. This is something we have 
believed from the very early days of the Church. Now, lest 
we be confused, this does not mean Mary was mother of 
Christ’s divinity. The second person of the Blessed Trinity 
existed with the Father and Spirit at the beginning of 
Creation. He was the Word. As Saint John tells us:

In the beginning* was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came to be through him, and without him 
nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, 
and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And 
the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1-5,14)
Jesus was the eternal God long before Mary was born and 
long before the Angel gave Him the incarnate name of 
Jesus.
But she was the mother of Jesus and the person she gave 
birth to was both human and divine. In the early Church she 
was given the title Theotokos, a Greek word meaning 
“God-bearer” or “the one who gives birth to God.” This title 
was solemnly affirmed at the Council of Ephesus in 431 AD, 
to defend the truth that: Jesus was fully Divine and fully 
human, that is both God and Man and that Mary gave birth 
to the one person who is God the Son. Calling Mary 
Theotokos protects the doctrine of the Incarnation.
Hail Mary full of Grace the Lord is with thee (the words of 
the Angel Gabriel - Lk 1:28)
Blessed art thou among women (the words of Elizabeth in 
Lk 1:42)
And Blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. AMEN. (we 
acknowledge that we are sinners and ask our Mother Mary 
to intercede for us with her Son)

Our next Community Meal is scheduled for 5:30 THIS 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at St. Francis.  Enjoy a hot, 
home-cooked nutritious meal and enjoy a sense of 
community.  This meal is FREE.  If you know someone 
who could benefit, please share this with them.
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Flat Leo has been traveling the United States! We have 
started to receive responses to our letters – the kids have 
enjoyed telling us about their schools, parishes, and states. 
They sent some great pictures of themselves with Flat Leo 
at Mass, at a Mary Crowning, with their Pastor who was rid-
ing in a golf cart, in front of a Saint Francis mural, and even 
in a Science Lab, where Flat Leo was keeping an eye on an 
incubator as the baby chicks hatch! Come down to the RE 
Hall at St. Clare to see the pictures on the wall! There is also 
a binder that has all of the letters and pictures that were 
sent to us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One classroom made a Pope Mobile for Flat Leo to sit in as well 
as an outside chapel for him to celebrate Mass! 

What about Flat Leo’s adventures in and around 
Braintree?? Please continue to take pictures of yourself with 
Flat Leo when you take a trip with your family, at a soccer 
game, at Mass, at a park, with your pet, etc!  

 

There are Flat Leos in the RE Hall for you to take. Email 
Mrs. Lane at klane@sfab.org  and send your pictures with a 
caption describing your adventure. These will be displayed 
in the RE Hall as well! 

 

 
 

 

 

Drumroll please…. The votes are in and the winner for the theme 
of this year’s Vacation Bible School is… 

VBS is going to be a 
blast! Every day will 
be centered around a 
bible story and will 
include crafts, 
games, and activi-
ties! There will be 
some special guests 
and other surprises! 
VBS is July 13-17 

from 9:00-1:00 with after care available. There are a few 
spots left…email Karen Lane at klane@sfab.org to register 
your child.  
 

 

 

mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org
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May 31: Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
As we celebrate the mystery of the Trinity we also 
realize the mystery of how much God loves and 
cares for us each day. Believing in this our lives 

can then overflow in thanksgiving and praise.
Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul blue envelopes will 
help the poor to believe in the mystery of God’s love for 
them.
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the Collaborative 
office during normal business hours (M-T 9-4; and F 9-1).  
Blue envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall of 
the church.  Please use them for your cash, check 
(written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo 
line), or gift card—and place them into the collection 
basket or through the rectory mail slot.  

 
 Suppor Group

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?  If you 
are interested in talking about your grief and need support in 
your grief healing, we are again beginning our bereavement 
classes.  They will be every Saturday at 10:30AM at St. 
Francis of Assisi church hall.  The hour-long meeting will 
help you bring your suffering to the Lord and also allow you 
to know others who are going through something similar.
Meetings will meet weekly from 10:30—11:30AM.  No sign-
up or commitment, just a place to come and find comfort.  
“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, 

for all that we loved deeply becomes part of us.”  
Helen Keller

St. Clare Elevator
The St. Clare Elevator is temporarily out of service.  We 
are awaiting the part needed for the repairs.  Thank you 
for your understanding.

St. Francis of Assisi
Joan Puccia

St. Clare
Jeanne Messmer

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.

Fromm thee  
Archdiocesee off Bostonn 

May 31 – Solemnity of the Most Blessed Trinity
The Holy Trinity is a Mystery of our faith, a mystery not to 
solve, but to believe. ~ Three Persons in One God - Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. While we cannot fully understand this 
mystery, there is one thing about which we can be confident 
and it is that, when we find ourselves grappling with some 
aspect of our faith, the Spirit is present to guide us to the 
truth. At various times during the upcoming week, pray the 
words from the gospel acclamation “Glory to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit; to God who is, who was, and who 
is to come” and ask for a deeper understanding of the 
mystery of the Trinity.   
Pilgrimage! (6/26 - 6/28)
In honor of our nation’s 250th anniversary, the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage will pass through the Archdiocese of 
Boston from June 26th through June 28th with special 
events in Lexington, Plymouth, and along the Freedom Trail. 
This pilgrimage is an invitation to realign our lives, 
communities, and country under the sovereignty of Christ, to 
be one nation under God. Learn more at bit.ly/NEPBoston. 

St. Clare
John Ford Burke, George Byrne, Harry Byrne, Jack Clancy, 

Jacob Cobbett, Griffen Cummings, James Demmerly, 
Brielle Giannetti, Cecilia Golden, Charlie Greeke, 

Jackson Hale, Anna Kenney, Cayla Kotowski, Carlin 
LaRocca, Brady Lawlor, Ryan Leahy, Connor Lynch, George 

McCobb, Eleanor McCOnoghy, Declan McDermott, 
Orion Pomeroy, Patrick Sampson, Dorothea Scully,

Greta Scully, Isadora Stellman, Abigail Strano, 
Oliver Walsh, Connor Doherty, Owen Doherty,
Tanner Joyce, Jack Keegan, Katherine Markle, 

Bennett McCarthy, Conor McGrady, Ronan McLaughlin, 
Michaela Mulcahy, Nora Richardson, Eliana Romeo and 

Olivia Salerno
St. Francis of Assisi

Mattheus Albuquerque, Logan Eng, Myles Eng,
Keira Squires, Paige Squires, Tucker Caron, Olivia Cerilli, 

Emily Czolada, Evelyn Gaine, Coleman Gill, Rosaleigh 
Hearn, Claire Holland, Jack Leahy, Reese MacCune, Nora 

Shield, Sofia Sweeney and Juliette Tibets
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions 

Discover the Beauty & Durability 
of

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

PLUS

ZERO Interest, 
ZERO Payments 

Financing for 12 Months**

$1500 OFF*

CALL NOW 
(844) 300-2419

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Fall in love with your new windows 

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at 
an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in 
Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your 
purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay 
your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance 
documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 
13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067

Offer ends 06/30/26

(855) 919-2625

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-844-320-4506 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

www.obhi.org
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“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
���������	�
�
������
����������������
���

Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.
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www.bosssbah.com
781-859-3555

915 Washington St, Braintree, MA

BOSTON SOUTH 
SHORE BAR PIZZA

FREE
10” Cheese Pizza

with a purchase of any
Two 10” Specialty Pizzas

$10 OFF
Any Purchase
of $50 or more

© ©

Carpentry, Handyman & Painting Services for the South Shore
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��781-829-3030

www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral 
Chapels, Inc.

516 Washington St.
Braintree, MA 02184 

CARING SERVICES FOR A LOWER EXPENSE
WE HAVE SERVED YOUR COMMUNITY BEFORE

781-843-0890

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 
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