
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 
Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 

856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 1:00PM  

3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  
Please call the Collaborative Office to register 

  
Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-
ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 

  
Bulletin Deadline 

All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 
by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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If you are interested in the Online Giving option  for 
either parish to simplify your weekly contributions, 
please contact the collaborative office or scan the QR 
code below.

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at St. 
Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please 
call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your 
visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance are 
available for parishioners in need.  

Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office.
Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue 
board in the church, please call or email the parish 
office. 
Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall
Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 
St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-
843-3330
Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall.
Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall.

Please call the collaborative office for more 
information.

 

St. Francis of Assisi
Saturday, May 2, 2026
5:30PM Parishioners of the Collaborative
Sunday, May 3, 2026
9:00AM First Communicants
11:30AM Hester Family Memorial
6:00PM Sandra McGee and 

Joanne Wroe
Spec. Intent.

Monday, May 4, 2026
7:00AM Albert Varraso 5th Anniv.
Tuesday, May 5, 2026
7:00AM
Wednesday, May 6, 2026
7:00AM Frances Murphy Whalen Memorial
Thursday, May 7, 2026
7:00AM
Friday, May 8, 2026
7:00AM
Saturday, May 9, 2026
5:30PM Mary Reid Memorial
Sunday, May 10, 2026
9:00AM All Mothers
11:30AM All Mothers
6:00PM All Mothers

St. Clare
Saturday, May 2, 2026
8:00AM The Pike Family Memorial
4:00PM Thomas & Ruth Driscoll Memorial
Sunday, May 3, 2026
7:45AM Estelle “Kitty” Lezynski Memorial
10:15AM Peter Forbes 1st Anniv.
Saturday, May 9, 2026
8:00AM Alice Beaulieu Anniversary
4:00PM John Mahoney 20th Anniv.
Sunday, May 10, 2026
7:45AM All Mothers
10:15AM All Mothers
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tion.  The official launch will be on the last weekend of 
this month, however the app is live now for anyone who 
would like to take a look.  Simply go to the app store, 
and download Donum.  Open the site and where it asks for 
the name of the parish simply type in St. Francis, Braintree 
or St. Clare, Braintree.  This has the full support of the two 
finance councils and the collaborative pastoral council.   Let 
me know what you think about it.    
 

Wednesday of this week, being the first Wednesday of 
the month is the Community meal.  A group of dedicated 
and talented parishioners will be preparing a hot meal 
for anyone who comes, which will be served at 
5:30.  My thanks to the volunteers and benefactors who 
make this possible.    

 

As you well know the month of May is 
dedicated to the Blessed Moth-
er.  During the Monday nights 
of May we will pray the Rosary begin-
n ing at  6 :45 in  St .  Franc is 
Church.  Next Sunday, being Mother’s 
Day, we will have the crowning of the 
Blessed Mother following the 10:15 and 
11:30 Masses.    

 
 
 
 
 
   

I’m using the column this week to provide you 
with updates on various endeavors and events happening 
in the coming weeks. 
   

First and foremost, this weekend we begin our First Holy 
Communions!  This is one of my favorite events of the 
year.  I love First Communions.  The enthusiasm of the chil-
dren to receive Christ is so uplifting!  There two First Com-
munion Masses this weekend and two next.   
 

Pope Leo’s first anniversary of his election as pastor of 
the universal Church is this Friday.  There will likely 
be much media coverage in the coming days highlighting his 
first year.  Archbishop Henning has asked for all of us to 
offer prayers of thanksgiving for him on Friday.  If possible, 
please attend Mass or offer a Rosary for the Pope’s inten-
tions.  
 

I am grateful to all who have contributed to the Annual Cath-
olic Appeal.  As of this writing we are close to our goal. As 
you likely know, each parish is given a goal.  Upon reaching 
the goal, the parish receives a rebate on what is contribut-
ed over the goal.  Last year we received over $20,000 in 
rebate which was a big help with the renovation of St. Clare 
Church.   
 

This is a good place to mention some projects that we are 
undertaking over the next several months.    

Roof on St. Francis Church needs to be replaced.  
Updating of the sound system of both Churches   
Installation of security cameras at St. Francis   
Pavement work around St. Francis  
Repair of St. Francis Rectory front steps  
New floor at St. Clare kitchen   

Fortunately, given the generosity of parishioners in the 
Grand Annual and the rebate from the Annual Appeal we 
are able fund these projects. Thank you!  
 

And since I am on the topic of raising funds, I am very hap-
py to announce that our collaborative has been asked to 
pilot a new app to help with the offertory.  In the 
weeks ahead you will hear much about Donum.  This is an 
app that anyone can download on a smartphone or tablet 
that will allow contributing to the collection electronically.  So 
many people today do not carry cash.  Many have asked 
about using Venmo or Apple Pay in order to contribute.  Un-
til now, we have not had the wherewithal to receive such 
donations.  With Donum anyone can simply click a button or 
two and immediately contribute to the weekly collec-
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FFrom 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

The Eucharistic Miracle of Boslena 
 

As you might already know, I 
have been on a pilgrimage for 
the last ten days to many of 
the holy sites in Italy. I joined 
thirty-two other pilgrims. Most 
of these were from our own 
B r a i n t r e e  C a t h o l i c 

Collaborative but some who joined us were from other 
parishes both local and as far away as Virginia. Together 
and as individuals we experienced powerful encounters with 
the Lord and with His saints. One thing that is especially 
significant to me is that the saints aren’t just people we can 
know from history but they are real people, separated from 
their bodies for now, but alive with Christ in heaven. And 
they desire to aid us in our ultimate pilgrimage, our journey 
through this life to eternal life. They are our friends. We can 
talk to them; pray to them and ask them to pray with us. 
 I knew that I would come back desiring to share my 
experiences with all of you, but where to start was a 
challenge. Should I go in chronological order or share what 
was most significant to me? But I thought I would start with 
the site with the most significant meaning to all of us. That 
would be our first stop in Orvieto to one of the most beautiful 
medieval churches in Europe - il Cattedrale di Santa Maria 
Assunta. (the Duomo). It is in this Duomo that we were able 
to contemplate the precious relic of the Eucharistic Miracle of 
Boslena. If you would like to learn more about this miracle 
and others you can go to the web site dedicated to 
Eucharistic Miracles created by Saint Carlo Acutis. You can 
find it by going here https://miracolieucharistici.org. 
 A German priest, Peter of Prague, was having a 
crisis of faith. It wasn’t faith in God or the Church that was 
the problem, but he doubted the real presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist. In 1263 he was traveling to Rome on a 
pilgrimage and stopped at a church in Boslena. As he was 
celebrating Mass, the Sacred Host, now the Body of Christ, 
began to bleed and stained the corporal that was placed on 
the altar (We see priests or deacons lay corporals on the 
altar at every Mass). This experience changed Peter and he 
now had no doubt at all about the true presence. The stained 
cloth (shown above) was brought to Rome and examined by 
Pope Urban IV and Saint Thomas Aquinas and declared a 
miracle. The feast of Corpus Christi (the Body of Christ) was 
already a local custom, but this miracle led Pope Urban to 
extend the feast to the entire Church. We will celebrate 
Corpus Christi on June 4 this year. 
 Well, that’s the history behind the miracle but what 

does it say to us? Why is it important to us? In this modern 
age when many people put more faith in science than in God 
and His Church; when even people of faith, like Peter of 
Prague, can’t believe in the true presence. Many protestant 
and evangelicals who believe with certainty that Jesus 
changed water into wine find it impossible to believe that the 
same Jesus can’t change bread and wine into His Body and 
Blood. 
 Jesus said it himself. The people asked for sign 
saying that Moses gave them bread from heaven. What sign 
can you give? Jesus responded, “I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of 
the world.” (John 6:51) At this the crowds began to grumble 
among themselves, “How can He give us His flesh to 
eat?” (John 6:52) They didn’t believe it. They couldn’t 
believe it. But Jesus didn’t back track he doubled down. 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within 
you…My body is true food, and My blood is true 
drink.” (John 6:53, 55). People left, even some of His 
disciples. It was too much for them. Even those who stayed 
and believed still had the question the crowds asked, “How 
is He going to do this?” You can read all of this context in the 
sixth chapter of John’s Gospel. 
 Of course, the answer is found at the Last Supper 
when Jesus took the bread and wine and declared them to 
be His Body and Blood. “While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his 
disciples said, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took 
a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of 
sins.” (Matthew 26:26-28) This has been handed on to us for 
over two thousand years and is the answer to the question 
“How can he give us his flesh to eat?” 
 I am certain that there are some of us here today 
who don’t believe it, or weren’t taught it, or haven’t even 
given it a thought. Even those of us who do believe, with all 
our hearts, that we receive the Lord’s Body and Blood in 
Holy Communion often take it for granted. We believe, but at 
the same time often approach the altar and receive the 
Eucharist not fully appreciating that we hold in our hands the 
same precious body held by the Blessed Mother in 
Bethlehem and at the foot of the Cross. We forget the 
intimacy of God sharing his very life with us. I get it, I’m 
guilty of this myself. I’m too busy thinking about what might 
be bothering me in my life, or what song I am playing next. 
Sometimes we are just too distracted. 
 My experience at the Duomo in Orvieto has 
prompted me to be more intentional each time I receive the 
Lord in Communion. I pray that my belief never fails and that 

https://miracolieucharistici.org
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I am always aware of the great gift God has given in the 
Eucharist. I also pray for those who do not believe, who 
cannot believe or were never taught that they too might 
come to know Jesus and meet him in prayer and especially 
encounter Him in the reception of the Holy Eucharist.

Father, by the intercession of Saint Carlo Acutis 
grant we pray that our faith in your Son’s true presence in 
the Holy Eucharist will always grow stronger and that our 
love and devotion to Him in the Holy Sacrament of the Altar 
will remain with us forever. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. AMEN.

Meet the Youth Choir – Volume 1
Thank you, Jeffrey, for being a part of our choir! We are 
always looking for new voices to join us! Email Karen Lane 
at klane@sfab.org if you are interested!�

It was Super Saturday for 
the Confirmation students 
recently! The students got to 
know a little more about 
each other by playing a 
game cal led “Speed 
Friending.” They listened to 
a witness talk, had large and small group discussions, and 
were put through a maze which taught them that they are 
never alone- all they need to do is ask for help and God will 
send them the assistance they need. They ended the day 
outside discussing the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which they will 
be receiving very soon! Please continue to keep the 
confirmation students in your prayers.

Exciting News!! We have received our first Flat Leo letter/
picture!! Mrs. Edward’s class wrote to us all the way from 
South Dakota and told us about their state and their school. 
Come down to the RE Hall to check out the map that will be 
posting all the responses as we receive them!
We will also post your adventures with Leo, so take some 
pictures and send them to Mrs. Lane at klane@sfab.org with 
a caption!

Flat Leo has been very busy! A group of parishioners from 
St. Francis and St. Clare in Braintree went on a pilgrimage to 
Italy last week! Here is a picture of us waiting in St. Peter’s 
Square for the Pope to speak to the crowd!

mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org
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Suppor Group
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?  If you 
are interested in talking about your grief and need support in 
your grief healing, we are again beginning our bereavement 
classes.  They will be every Saturday at 10:30AM at St. 
Francis of Assisi church hall.  The hour-long meeting will 
help you bring your suffering to the Lord and also allow you 
to know others who are going through something similar.
Meetings will meet weekly from 10:30—11:30AM.  No sign-
up or commitment, just a place to come and find comfort.  
Please note there will be NO meeting on Saturday, May 
9th.

“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never 
lose, for all that we loved deeply becomes part of us.”  

Helen Keller
May 3: Fifth Sunday of Easter
In the Gospel today, Jesus says “…whoever be-
lieves in me will do the works that I do, and will 
do greater ones than these, because I am going 

to the Father.  Through your almsgiving you are perform-
ing a good work; far greater than you think. The coins 
placed in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box bring Christ 
love and compassion to the poor. 
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the Collaborative 
office during normal business hours (M-F 9-4).  Blue enve-
lopes are in holders on the back inside wall of the 
church.  Please use them for your cash, check (written 
to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or 
gift card—and place them into the collection basket or 
through the rectory mail slot.  

Our next Community Meal is scheduled for 5:30 THIS 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at St. Francis.  Enjoy a hot, 
home-cooked nutritious meal and enjoy a sense of com-
munity.  This meal is FREE.  If you know someone who 
could benefit, please share this with them.

Next Meeting:
Saturday, May 16th 11:30 am at 

St. Clare's

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday,, Mayy 16,, 2026 

You are invited to join us for a Mass of the Anointing of the 
sick.  This beautiful sacrament offers both physical and spir-
itual healing for those who receive it.  The sacrament is for 
those who are confined to their homes because of illness, 
infirmity or advanced ages; for those preparing for surgery; 
for those newly diagnosed with serious illness; and for those 
with chronic illness who have not received the sacrament 
within the past 3 months.
Mass will begin at 11:00AM in the church hall and will be 
immediately followed by a luncheon.  
If you plan to attend please RSVP not later than Monday, 
May 11th.  Email pkinnally@sfab.org or call the Collabora-
tive office at 781-843-1332.
If you have any questions please call the office.

St. Francis of Assisi
Lauren McGrath
Charles H. Gillis

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.

mailto:pkinnally@sfab.org
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA
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*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions 

Discover the Beauty & Durability 
of

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

PLUS

ZERO Interest, 
ZERO Payments 

Financing for 12 Months**

$1500 OFF*

CALL NOW 
(844) 300-2419

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Fall in love with your new windows 

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at 
an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in 
Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your 
purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay 
your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance 
documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 
13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067

Offer ends 06/30/26

(855) 919-2625

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-844-320-4506 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26

Cannot be combined with any 

www.obhi.org
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“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
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Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

10% discount when you mention the bulletins

The Makers 
Market

A Handmade 
Marketplace

1000 Washington St, Braintree
Wed.-Sat. 10:00-6:00 Sun. 12:00-5:00
2nd Place, Best of The South Shore 

Handmade, One of A Kind Gifts
40+ Local Artisans

• Classes • Birthday Parties
• Custom Order Always Welcomed

781-267-9700
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www.bosssbah.com
781-859-3555

915 Washington St, Braintree, MA

BOSTON SOUTH 
SHORE BAR PIZZA

FREE
10” Cheese Pizza

with a purchase of any
Two 10” Specialty Pizzas

$10 OFF
Any Purchase
of $50 or more

© ©

Carpentry, Handyman & Painting Services for the South Shore
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:information@bluehillcemetery.com
www.cartwrightfuneral.com
www.bluehillcemetery.com
www.sstavern.com
www.rehabassociates.com/pope
www.slightedgefit.com�781-303-9772
www.slightedgefit.com�781-303-9772
www.brotherstreeremoval.com
www.bosssbah.com
www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore
www.handymanconnection.com/south-shore

