
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Rev. Wellington Oliveira, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 

Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 1:00PM  

3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  
Please call the Collaborative Office to register 

  
Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-
ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 

  
Bulletin Deadline 

All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 
by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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If you are interested in the Online Giving option  for 
either parish to simplify your weekly contributions, 
please contact the collaborative office or scan the QR 
code below.

We are now booking Mass Intentions for January 1 through 
June 30, 2026.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-
1332.

The Bread & Wine for the week of February 14 through 20 
were donated in loving memory of Arlene McDonough.  

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at 
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.  
Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office.
Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office. 
Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall
Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 
St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-843
-3330
Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall.
Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall.

Please call the collaborative office for more information.

The Collaborative Office will be closed on 
Monday, February 16th in observance of 

President’s Day.  Have a happy and safe long 
weekend.

St. Francis of Assisi
Saturday, February  14, 2026
5:30PM Joan M. Duffy 1st Anniv.
Sunday, February 15, 2026
9:00AM Carmela Varraso Memorial
11:30AM Robert Sacchetti 2nd Anniv.
6:00PM Sheila Trabucco 10th Anniv.
Monday, February 16, 2026
7:00AM Margaret Varraso Memorial
Tuesday, February 17, 2026
7:00AM
Wednesday, February 18, 2026
7:00AM
12:10PM Domingas Andrade Month’s Mind
Thursday, February 19, 2026
7:00AM
Friday, February 20, 2026
7:00AM Lucy Ngugi Spec. Intent.
Saturday, February 21, 2026
5:30PM Theresa Ann Smith 23rd Anniv.
Sunday, February 22, 2026
9:00AM Benjamin Venuti Anniversary
11:30AM Adeline Miscioscia Memorial
6:00PM Parishioners of the Collaborative

St. Clare
Saturday, February 14, 2026
8:00AM Mark S. and Mark P. Wrobel Memorial
4:00PM Joseph, Mary & Joseph Kelly Jr. 

and Patricia Roche
Memorial

Sunday, February 15, 2026
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative
10:15AM Domenic DeSantis Memorial
Saturday, February 21, 2026
8:00AM Robert & Joan Anthony Memorial
4:00PM Gordon T. Smith Memorial
Sunday, February 22, 2026
7:45AM Jeanette Vacca 4th Anniv.
10:15AM Marlene Gunn 1st Anniv.
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The sacrament of Marriage 
 I thought world marriage day was this Sunday, be-
ing so close to Valentine’s Day, but alas, I was off by a 
week.  It was last Sunday. Nevertheless, I would like to write 
a word or two about the sacrament of marriage.  Marriage, 
as a cultural, social, religious and civic institution has 
changed over the centuries, and certainly in the past fifty 
years.  It has had various norms and mores attached to 
it.  Essentially, it is a contract binding two people (or fami-
lies) together in a common bond.  
 In the Catholic Church, marriage is one of the seven 
Sacraments. Remember, that a sacrament is an outward 
sign, instituted by Christ, that brings about the grace which it 
signifies.  When considering marriage in this light, it is not a 
contract but rather a covenant.  Contracts can be dissolved 
for various reasons or run out the clock if set according to a 
time limit.  A covenant, on the other hand, is indissoluble.  It 
is permanent.   
 The permanence of the Sacrament of Marriage is 
brought about by the exchange of consent between  a bap-
tized man and a baptized woman who are both free to mar-
ry, that is, without any hindrance or impediments.  (An ex-
ample of impediment is that one of them is secretly married 
or is not the person he/she claims to be).  The exchange of 
consent happens when the bride and groom make solemn 
vows to God that they will be espoused to each other for the 
rest of their lives.  This points to the covenant the God es-
tablished with His people in Christ.  Not only does the mar-
riage point to the covenant, the exchange of consent causes 
the grace or the bond of covenant to happen.  Another way 
to think of this, a sacramental marriage (in the ideal sense) 
gives the world an insight as to how God loves His people.  I 
write those words knowing full well that no marriage is per-
fect or ideal.  There are tensions and trials and doubts.  As 
Mother Therese said, God asks us to be faithful, not suc-
cessful.  
 There are many Catholic couples who are civilly 
married, though not sacramentally married.  I encourage you 
to consider receiving the Sacrament of Marriage.  Just be-
cause you did not marry in the Church does not mean that 
you cannot be married in the Church.  It is rather sim-
ple.  Speak with Fr. Kevin or myself.  We are very happy to 
help!  Why not receive the help of God’s grace?  

Lent 
 Wednesday begins Lent.  (In the seminary we al-
ways said Lent begins…again!)  It’s worth noting that Lent 

always begins in winter and always ends in spring.  That structure 
of the calendar itself reflects the paschal mystery:  In Christ 
God brings forth life from death.  Please note the schedule 
for Ash Wednesday.  It is slightly different than last year be-
cause of school vacation.  Let these weeks be a time of spir-
itual renewal by practicing the disciplines of prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving.  

  

Vatican II 
A mini course for the collaborative 

 At the beginning of the calendar year, Pope Leo 
encouraged us to take a fresh look at the teachings of the 
Second Vatican Council.  I will be offering a mini course on 
these teachings on the Saturday mornings of Lent beginning 
this coming Saturday, February 21 at 9:00 – 10:15 in St. 
Clare Parish Hall. 
 We will look at what lead to the council as well as 
the major documents of the council. You need not go to all 
of them, as each class will begin with a review of what has 
already been covered. I will guide you through a reading of 
parts of the major documents, however, you do not need to 
read the documents in order to participate in the class.  It is 
meant to be informal and generate some good discussion 
about our faith.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following is the Collaborative schedule for the Distribu-
tion of ashes for THIS Wednesday, February 18, 2026: 
 

St. Francis 
 6:15AM  Prayer Service 

7:00AM  Mass 
12:10PM  Mass 

 

St. Clare 
9:00AM  Mass 
6:00PM  Mass 

 

Please pick up a copy of the Lenten Schedule for the 
Braintree Catholic Collaborative at the church exits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay tuned for more information regarding our 3rd Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner to be held on Saturday, March 14 at 
St. Francis of Assisi.  Tickets are $35 and will be on sale 
soon. 
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From 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

In today’s Gospel Jesus describes His very close, one might 
say intimate, relationship with the Law and the Prophets. In 
fact, He tells us that He is the fulfillment of the Law. From 
this starting point Jesus makes some bold statements. 
 

He begins by noting some of the Ten Commandments given 
to Moses by God. God Himself gave the Law and no one 
except God can add or subtract from it. He quotes the Fifth 
Commandment: “You have heard it said, ‘You shall not kill.’” 
Who said it? God! Jesus goes a step further. “But I say to 
you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judge-
ment” He goes even further and instructs us not to call any-
one “Raqa” which means empty headed or a dimwit. Nor are 
you to call anyone a fool. Jesus is looking not just at murder 
but at its root cause, what’s in the heart. Anger is the first 
step toward murder. He takes it a step further, don’t say an-
ything that hurts another person, insults them or harms 
(kills) their reputation. Things like gossip are prohibited. To 
Jesus all these things are murderous because it harms peo-
ple. 
 

Jesus continues by telling us that if we come to the altar and 
remember that someone has something against you go and 
be reconciled. The penitential rite we use at Mass has its 
origins in this passage. 
 

Then, Jesus takes aim at the Sixth Commandment: “You 
shall not commit adultery.” But He begins with the law about 
divorce. Just so we understand this it was the husband who 
could seek a divorce not the wife. She really had no legal 
standing in that society. It sounds strange that He would say 
that if you divorce your wife, it causes her to commit adul-
tery. How would it cause her to commit adultery. In that soci-
ety a woman could not survive apart from her husband. She 
would have no means of support. She would either have to 
remarry or turn to prostitution. And any man who marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery. Jesus kind of levels the 
playing field a little so that both men and women share 
equally in the sin. 
 

He moves on to the Eighth Commandment about lying or 
bearing false witness. Don’t swear by God or Heaven or 
earth or even your own head. Let your “yes” mean “yes” and 
your “no” mean “no.” Just be honest.   
 

What is the point of Jesus adding these things to the Law? 
He wants us to know that it’s what is in our hearts that leads 
us to sin. Anger leads to murder. Lust leads to adultery. 
Greed leads us to steal. All these things come from within 
and are the things we need to take control of, with God’s, 
help to avoid sin. 

With Lent rapidly approaching we can look to the Psalm for 
Ash Wednesday – Psalm 51 for guidance. Here is just one 
verse that we can take to prayer over and over again during 
the coming weeks. 
 

A clean heart create for me, God; renew within me a stead-
fast spirit. (Psalm 51:12) 
 

I’d like to add one more thing. We already said that God 
alone is the law giver.  Jesus is not just the fulfillment of the 
law, but He is also the law giver. In this Gospel passage Je-
sus makes Himself to be equal to God, something deemed 
as blasphemy, and this would get him in trouble, all kinds of 
trouble, with the Jewish authorities. 
 

As we learn from Saint John’s Gospel, Jesus is the Word 
made Flesh. He is God. So, He had every right to add to the 
law of Moses not just because he could, but for our benefit 
Everything Jesus did was for us. He added these things to 
the law so that we might come to recognize and confront 
those things we harbor in our own hearts that lead us to sin. 
And if we find ourselves falling into sin, maybe by gossiping, 
or falling into anger or even something more serious God 
has given us a remedy – the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Not only is it a place of forgiveness and healing but also a 
source of grace that will strengthen us to avoid sin in the 
future.  Confessions are heard at St. Francis from 12:30 to 
1:130 on Saturdays and at Saint Clare on Saturdays after 
the 8:00 AM Mass. 
 

“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sin-
ner.” (the Jesus prayer) 
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Next week is Ash Wednesday! 
The ashes that are placed on our 
foreheads remind us to “remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” This helps us to remember how 
important it is to live in a loving and kind 

way. The ashes represent:  
Saying I’m sorry - everyone makes mistakes, and we 
can ask God for forgiveness. 
A fresh start - God helps us try again and make better 
choices. 
Being humble - The ashes remind us that we are human 
and need God’s help. 
Preparing for Easter – Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent, a time to grow closer to Jesus. 

 

If you still have palms from last year, you can bring 
them to church. There are baskets to place them in 
– remember that the ashes from Ash Wednesday 
come from burning the Palms from Palm Sunday!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, so remember to 
think about the three things we do during this time of 
preparation – PRAY – FAST – GIVE. 
 

If you don’t have a “Lent in a Bag” kit there are some in the 
RE Hall you can take. For every week of Lent there is a 
different colored paper to write down what extra prayers you 
will say, what food or activity you will give up, and how you 
will give to others that week. Doing these things helps us to 
grow closer to Jesus and prepare for Easter! 
 

HALF DAY HANGOUT!! –  
Thursday February 26 1:00-4:00 
Join us in the St. Clare RE Hall 
after the school early release. 
Bring lunch and a drink, and we 
will watch a video and play 
games. The kids will work on a 
Lenten display for the churches. 
E m a i l  K a r e n  L a n e 

klane@sfab.org if your child would like to attend. 

WHERE IS FLAT LEO?? 
Do you know the story of Flat Stanley? 
He is a boy who becomes flat after a 
bulletin board falls on him. He uses his 
unique situation to embark on adventures 
by mailing himself to interesting places!  
 

We are going to take some photos with 
Flat Leo around the churches and mail 
the pictures and a Flat Leo to kids in RE 
classes at parishes all around the US, 
and ask them to email a picture of them 
with Flat Leo to us! Then we will track the 

adventures of Leo on a map in the RE Hall!  
 

If anyone has friends or family in a parish in another state, 
feel free to email the information to Karen Lane for our 
project! klane@sfab.org. 
 
Summer Camp registrations are starting! 
Save the week of July 13-17 to join us for 
VBS! Please email Karen Lane at 
klane@sfab.org if your child is interested! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to all who attended our Women’s Group 
gathering last weekend! We are working on compiling all the 
great ideas that were discussed and will meet again to 
organize activities. The next two meetings will be: 

Saturday, February 28 - 10:30 in the St. Clare Church Hall 

mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org
mailto:klane@sfab.org
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February 15: 6th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time:
In the Gospel Jesus says: “Whoever fulfills 
and teaches these commands shall be 
great in the kingdom of God.”  By your 
gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

you indeed put your faith into action as you fulfill the 
commands of Jesus.

Thank You to all our Benefactors of the 
Braintree Conference of St. Vincent DePaul Society

Our members offer our sincere gratitude on behalf of all the 
families You have directly and positively impacted by your 
most generous contributions during our past fiscal year. (Oct 
1, 2024 to Sept 30, 2025).  All your contributions are used to 
support those in great need in our Braintree community, your 
neighbors and friends.
The “Blue Envelope” program is our lifeline by which in 
your name we aid Braintree residents with financial needs 
such as Oil in the freezing months, Utility support, Housing 
assistance, Eviction prevention and Special needs 
situations— $ 39,271.00 for the past year
SVDP Food Pantry:

Your food shopping is filling the shelves by your 
impressive response to our monthly food request at 
Mass.
Supplemented by the “blue envelope”:  $ 14,078.91, 
(per month is $1,173.24)
A note here that Shaws’ is very supportive and provides 
discounts during the year to us.

SVDP Financial support:
To aid some very difficult and challenging situations for 
Braintree residents during this past year you have provided 
$25,192.09.

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS 
weekend, February 14-15. Thank you to 
everyone who so faithfully supports our pantry. 
We are in need of the following items: 

Laundry Detergent, spray cleaners, dish liquid, personal 
care items i.e. bar soap, deodorant, catsup, mustard 
mayonnaise and coffee.  However, we are grateful for 
anything you wish to donate.   If you prefer not to shop, 
please read below to learn how you can help.  Pantry 
donations can also be dropped off at the Collaborative office 
during normal business hours (M-F 9-4).  Blue envelopes 
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.  
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift 
card—and place them into the collection basket or 
through the rectory mail slot.  

St. Francis of Assisi
William Hayward

Mary Hebden

St. Clare 
Joseph DeGiacomo, Sr.

Edward Donovan

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.

If you are a registered parishioner who utilizes the parish 
envelope system or the online giving option and would like a 
copy of your total contributions for 2025 please call the 
collaborative office at 781-843-1332. In accordance with 
federal regulations contribution statements have been 
mailed to any parishioner who has made a single 
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize 
the parish envelope or online giving system, but would like 
to; or if you have any questions regarding your statement, 
please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative office.
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 3/30/2026. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

No Fees. No Surprises. Just One
Incredible Off er at One
Incredible Price.

Spot price Free U.S. shipping
& 30-day returns+

Buy the NEW 2025 1 oz
Gold Eagle in MS70

1-855-571-2082

FREE SILVER EAGLE
FOR THE FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS

Disclaimer: Price subject to change based on
current market conditions.

GLOBAL
COIN
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“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
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“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

Caring for all Diagnoses
Hospice Care
Personal Care
Light Housekeeping

617-784-7264
www.einhomecare.com 

info@einhomecare.com

ROOFING & GUTTER 
SERVICES / REPAIRS
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Commercial & Residential
508-958-8822

781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

10% discount when you mention the bulletins

The Makers 
Market

A Handmade 
Marketplace

1000 Washington St, Braintree
Wed.-Sat. 10:00-6:00 Sun. 12:00-5:00
2nd Place, Best of The South Shore 

Handmade, One of A Kind Gifts
40+ Local Artisans

• Classes • Birthday Parties
• Custom Order Always Welcomed

781-267-9700
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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