
 

 

BBraintree Catholic Collaborative 

Collaborative Staff 
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor 
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar   
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/ 
                         Music Director 
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon 
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education  
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager 
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities 
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist 
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence 
Rev. Wellington Oliveira, In Residence 
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon 

 
Contact Information 

www.braintreecatholic.org 
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976 

 

Collaborative Office and Mailing Address 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday: 9:00-1:00 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
A minimum of six months notice is required.  Please call 
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior 

to booking a venue. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 1:00PM  

3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM  
Please call the Collaborative Office to register 

  
Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls 

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-
ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness. 

  
Bulletin Deadline 

All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office 
by Monday at 1PM.  Email to parish@sfab.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
856 Washington Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM 
Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and  
              6:00PM 
 

Monday –Friday: 7:00AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM 

St. Clare of Assisi Church 
1244 Liberty Street 
Braintree, Massachusetts 
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM 
Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM  
  
Saturday: 8:00AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass 

mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org
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If you are interested in the Online Giving option  for 
either parish to simplify your weekly contributions, 
please contact the collaborative office or scan the QR 
code below.

We are now booking Mass Intentions for January 1 through 
June 30, 2026.  To schedule a Mass or for further 
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-
1332.

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays at 
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.  
Collaborative Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) 
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative 
office.
Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office. 
Al-Anon … Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall
Boy Scout Troop #138 … Wednesdays at 7:00PM in 
St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-843
-3330
Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of 
the month  at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall.
Community Meal...1st Wednesday of the month at 
5:30PM in St. Francis church hall.

Please call the collaborative office for more information.

 

St. Francis of Assisi
Saturday, January 17, 2026
5:30PM Gordon Morrissey 3rd Anniv.
Sunday, January 18, 2026
9:00AM Michael Corcoran 6th Anniv.
11:30AM Ronald & Frances O’Brien and

Mary Ferrazzi
Memorial

6:00PM Parishioners of the Collaborative
Monday, January 19, 2026
7:00AM Helen Murphy Spec. Intent.
Tuesday, January 20, 2026
7:00AM Virginia Anderson Anniversary
Wednesday, January 21, 2026
7:00AM Samuel A. Dentino Memorial
Thursday, January 22, 2026
9:30AM Josephine Brown Healing
Friday, January 23, 2026
7:00AM Stella Ngugi Spec. Intent.
Saturday, January 24, 2026
5:30PM Anthony Pate 1st Anniv.
Sunday, January 25, 2026
9:00AM Louis Napolitano Anniversry
11:30AM Ernest “Red” Sheehan and 

Deborah Cerilli
Anniversary

6:00PM Margaret Corbett 1st Anniv.

St. Clare
Saturday, January 17, 2026
8:00AM
4:00PM Anna DiCenso 1st Anniv.
Sunday, January 18, 2026
7:45AM
10:15AM Bashir Abraham Khnaizir, Mary 

Limea Bashir and George Nisser
Memorial

Saturday, January 24, 2026
8:00AM
4:00PM Genevieve McDonough 21st Anniv.
Sunday, January 25, 2026
7:45AM Parishioners of the Collaborative
10:15AM Claire Bernard Spec. Intent.
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 Having completed a beautiful celebration of the 
Christmas season, we begin Ordinary Time.  This season 
runs for a total of thirty-four weeks and is split in two 
because of Lent/Easter.  As the date of Easter varies each 
year, exactly where Ordinary Time is split varies too.  This 
year the first part of Ordinary Time will cease during the sixth 
week once Lent begins on February 18.  It will resume on 
May 25, the day after Pentecost Sunday.    
 Given our use of the word “ordinary” we would think 
that this season is all about what is not special or what is 
common.  I think of ordinary as referring to the typical day-to-
day stuff.  Others would say mundane.  However, there is 
nothing mundane about Christ!  In the Church’s use of the 
word, ordinary comes from the ancient Latin usage 
meaning that which is numbered. The way the Church’s 
calendar is arranged implies that we are moving toward 
something.  That something is the Kingdom of God.  We 
number the weeks so that we can track our progression 
toward the completion of time when Christ returns in glory to 
judge the living and the dead and so brings forth the fullness 
of God’s Kingdom.    
 The liturgical color for this season is green.  Green 
captures the sense of creation when you consider grass and 
trees.    
  
Vestments for Mass  
 Until the start of Lent, I thought I would use the 
bulletin column to explain the vestments the priest and 
deacon wear at Mass.  The inner vestment is a long white 
robe called an alb.  The word alb means white, and not 
surprisingly, the alb always white.  It is primarily a baptismal 
garment.  If you recall from the Baptism liturgy, after the 
person is baptized (infant, child, adult) he/she is clothed in 
the baptism garment: a white robe of some fashion.  As the 
newly baptized (called a neophyte) is being clothed with the 
robe, the priest/deacon says “you have become a new 
creation in Jesus Christ.  See in this garment the outward 
sign of your Christian dignity.  Bring it unstained to the 
everlasting Kingdom of God.”    
 Since Baptism is the foundation of our Christian life, 
the alb is the foundational garment.  A priest or deacon 
wears an alb for every liturgical event. It varies in style 
and shade.  With some styles, it is tied up with a cord called 
a cincture (from the Latin meaning “waist”).   Actually, since 
it represents baptism, any baptized person can wear 
an alb.    

 It’s worth mentioning here that at a funeral the 
casket is covered with a white cloth called a pall.  Like 
an alb, the pall is a baptismal garment and is used at 
funerals to remind the mourners that this person was 
baptized and therefore is a child of God.   
  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
 This week is dedicated to praying for Christian Unity. 
Each year the Catholic Church and many Christian faith 
communities join together in praying for unity.  It was never 
the intention of our Lord that there should be divisions in the 
Church. Frankly, the fact that we speak of Catholic, 
Episcopalian, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, is down-
right scandalous.  The history of how all of this came about 
is fascinating.  Nevertheless, it’s not the way the Church 
ought to be.  Pope Leo, as well as his recent 
predecessors, have spoken consistently about the 
importance of praying and working for reunification of all 
Christians.  Yes, there are many theological issues that 
make this challenging.  However, these are challenges and 
can be worked through (I’m convinced).  It was just a few 
weeks ago that Pope Leo traveled to the ruins 
of Nicea in Turkey which is the site of the Council of Nicea in 
the year 325 which gave us the Creed.  That is the 
foundation for the Christian faith.  You may recall, he not 
only prayed with the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, he celebrated two Masses with him, once in 
a Catholic Church and the other in an Orthodox 
Church.  Though there wasn’t “inter-Communion” the fact 
that they were at Mass together is a huge step toward unity 
with the Orthodox Church.  Progress!     
  
Day of Penance  
 This Thursday, January 22 is a unique day for the 
Catholic Church in the United States.  It is the anniversary of 
the Supreme Court’s legalization of abortion in 
1973.  Though the federal law was overturned in 2022, the 
US bishops have decided to keep this date as a day of 
prayer and penance for the sin of abortion and other crimes 
committed against the dignity of the human person.  I would 
like to encourage you to mark this day by taking on some 
kind of penance.  It could be skipping a meal, or dessert, or 
abstaining from meat, or abstaining from something else that 
is pleasurable.  I will have more to say about the importance 
of penance as we get into Lent.  For now, though, it can 
foster prayer in a powerful way.  Aside from penance, you 
could also go to Mass, visit a Church or chapel, say the 
Rosary of Divine Mercy Chaplet.  You may have other ways 
of praying that day.    
 As a collaborative, we will have Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament beginning at 6:00 until 7:30.  The 
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chapel will be prayed at 6:45 
followed by Benediction.    
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Last week we discussed the Baptism of the Lord, and the 
kids made storyboards of the event on paper water droplets. 
Then we reviewed the symbols and gifts of baptism. The 
kids were given “homework” to ask their parents about their 
baptisms in order to learn more about their very special day 
– the day that they became a child of God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our First Communion class has been hard at work preparing 
for their First Penance. Please keep them in your prayers 
this week as they receive the sacrament of reconciliation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Annual VBS – July 13-17 - SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
Last summer we took a Road Trip with God for a wonderful 
week of learning and fun. The theme for this year is to be 
determined – the kids who sign up will vote on the theme!! 
More details to follow, but summer camp signups are start-
ing soon, so PLEASE save the week of July 13-17 and join 
us this year! 
 
 

January BPS half-day event – Thursday January 29 1:00
-4:00 
Join us in the St. Clare RE Hall after the school early re-
lease. Bring lunch and a drink, and we will watch a video 
and play games. The kids will make prayer cards and as-
semble Blessing Bags to be distributed at the Community 
Meal program and the Food Pantry.  
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We are starting a Braintree Catholic Collaborative Women’s 
Group focusing on fellowship, community building, and 
spiritual growth. This will be a space to connect, pray, 
socialize, and grow in faith together. If you’re interested in 
joining or learning more, please come to a Kickoff Event 
Saturday, February 7, 10:30 a.m. in the St. Clare Hall. We 
will brainstorm ideas for the group: how often/where to meet, 
types of activities like book/topic discussions, parish 
outreach, guest speakers, etc.
Please feel free to contact Jeanne Mackin at 
mackinjeanne@gmail.com or Karen Lane at klane@sfab.org
with any questions. Looking forward to seeing you and 
hearing your ideas for this group!

 
 
 
 
 

Support Group
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?  If you 
are interested in talking about your grief and need support in 
your grief healing, we are again beginning our bereavement 
classes.  They will be every Saturday at 10:30AM at St. 
Francis of Assisi church hall.  The hour-long meeting will 
help you bring your suffering to the Lord and also allow you 
to know others who are going through something similar.
Meetings will meet weekly from 10:30—11:30AM.  No sign-
up or commitment, just a place to come and find comfort.
“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, 
for all that we loved deeply becomes part of us.”  
Helen Keller

The next Community Meal is scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 4, 2026

St.. Claree 
Nora Sheridan O’Meara

St. Francis of Assisi
George Simonelli

them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

If you are a registered parishioner who utilizes the parish 
envelope system or the online giving option and would like a 
copy of your total contributions for 2025 please call the 
collaborative office at 781-843-1332. In accordance with 
federal regulations contribution statements have been 
mailed to any parishioner who has made a single 
contribution of $250 or more. If you do not currently utilize 
the parish envelope or online giving system, but would like 
to; or if you have any questions regarding your statement, 
please contact Patty Kinnally in the collaborative office.

The Collaborative Office will be closed on
Monday, January 19th in commemoration of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

mailto:mackinjeanne@gmail.com
mailto:klane@sfab.org


Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 6 January 18, 2026 
January 18: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
In the Gospel after Jesus was baptized, 
John testified saying, “I saw the Spirit 
come down like a dove…and remain upon 

him.” 
As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul Poor Box, know that you are a sign of God’s Spirit 
of love to those who are suffering. 
 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is 
THIS weekend, January 17-18. Thank 
you to everyone who so faithfully sup-
ports our pantry.  We are in need of 
the following items: Laundry Deter-
gent, spray cleaners, dish liquid, 
personal care items i.e. bar soap, 

deodorant, catsup, mustard mayonnaise and coffee.  
However, we are grateful for anything you wish to do-
nate.   If you prefer not to shop, please read below to learn 
how you can help.  Pantry donations can also be dropped 
off at the Collaborative office during normal business hours 
(M-F 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the back 
inside wall of the church.  Please use them for your 
cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on 
the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.   

 

FFrom  
the Archdiocese of 

Boston 
 
Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats  
Are you – or someone you know – seeking peace after an 
abortion?  The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of 
Boston extends a special invitation to women experiencing 
regret from a past abortion to attend a Come to the Waters 
of Healing one-day retreat. Upcoming dates are Saturday, 
February 28 (Greater Boston), Saturday, April 11 
(Merrimack Valley), and Saturday, May 16 (Boston/South). 
Locations are confidential. For more information on the re-
treats or other services, contact Project Rachel at 
508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.  
 
Love Your Marriage Retreat—This one-day retreat for 
married couples will be held on January 31st at the Pastoral 
Center, Braintree. It will be led by Family Life and Our Out-
post, a Catholic ministry designed to help couples intention-
ally develop vibrant marriages through healthier communi-
cation, conflict resolution, and decision making. The cost is 
$40 per couple and includes meals, materials, Mass, and 
more. For more information and registration, visit bit.ly/
loveyourmarriageretreat. 
 
Convalidation Ceremony—If you and your spouse desire 
holy matrimony in the Catholic Church, you are invited to 
convalidate your marriage through your parish or at the Ca-
thedral of the Holy Cross, Boston during World Marriage 
Week on Sat. February 14, 2026, at 6 PM with Bishop Cris-
tiano Barbosa. A celebration of convalidation is an oppor-
tunity for couples married outside of the Church to enter a 
marriage covenant in the Catholic tradition. The Cathedral 
ceremony will be available in the various languages of the 
couples present. Visit bit.ly/convalidation2026 for more in-
formation or call Emily Elliott in Family Life at 617-746-
5756.  
 
Healing Retreat for Adult Children of Divorce  *-The 
Catholic ministry, Life Giving Wounds in collaboration with 
Family Life are offering a one-day healing retreat for adult 
children of divorce or separation at the Pastoral Center in 
Braintree from 9 AM - 5 PM on March 28th. The day will 
include talks, prayer, confession, Adoration, Mass, small 
group sharing, meals and resources. The retreat fee is $45 ($25 
for college students). Visit bit.ly/lifegivingwoundsretreat for more 
information. 

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com
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Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

T

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

617-401-7700 www.obhi.org
1506 Providence Highgg way, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771 *Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

No Fees. No Surprises. Just One
Incredible Off er at One
Incredible Price.

Spot price Free U.S. shipping
& 30-day returns+

Buy the NEW 2025 1 oz
Gold Eagle in MS70

1-855-571-2082

FREE SILVER EAGLE
FOR THE FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS

Disclaimer: Price subject to change based on
current market conditions.

GLOBAL
COIN

www.obhi.org
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WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street

Braintree • 781-843-1878
For Information & Directions:

www.cartwrightfuneral.com

700 West Street • Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com • www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000

Permanent Memorialization Options • In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment • Cremation Niche Columbarium
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www.sstavern.com • 781.848.0511
941 Washington Street, Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long 

term care Located at 
175 Grove Street, Braintree

781-848-2050 ext. 223 
for more info.

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing Care

Pope

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Braintree, MA  
(781)-843-0415

Lic.#15278/3654c

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.

654 Washington Street, Braintree
%���&������'�'�(�)))$����
��*��
��"�)$��!

Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.
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“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

101 French Ave. Braintree
www.slightedgefit.com•781-303-9772

Move better, feel stronger, and take care of 
the body God gave you. Slight Edge Fitness & 

Performance offers personal training, semi-private 
sessions, and athlete performance programs.

Caring for all Diagnoses
Hospice Care
Personal Care
Light Housekeeping

617-784-7264
www.einhomecare.com 

info@einhomecare.com

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 
Church Bulletin.

Please Patronize our Sponsors

They make this Bulletin Possible

ROOFING & GUTTER 
SERVICES / REPAIRS
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Commercial & Residential
508-958-8822
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

781-492-0375
www.brotherstreeremoval.com

Fully Insured

Local and family owned business
Emergency Services

10% discount when you mention the bulletins

mailto:information@bluehillcemetery.com
mailto:info@einhomecare.com
mailto:info@einhomecare.com
www.cartwrightfuneral.com
www.bluehillcemetery.com
www.sstavern.com
www.rehabassociates.com/pope
www.slightedgefit.com�781-303-9772
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