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St. Francis of Assisi Church

856 Washington Street
Braintree, Massachusetts

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM

Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and
6:00PM effective July 6, 2025

Monday —Friday: 7:00AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM

Collaborative Staff
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/
Music Director
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence
Rev. Wellington Oliveira, In Residence
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon

Contact Information

www.braintreecatholic.org
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976

Collaborative Office and Mailing Address
856 Washington Street
Braintree, MA 02184

A

St. Clare of Assisi C
1244 Liberty Street
Braintree, Massachusetts

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM

Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM
Saturday: 8:00AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass

Summer Office Hours
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM
Friday: 9:00-1:00

Sacrament of Marriage
A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior
to booking a venue.

Sacrament of Baptism
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 1:00PM
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM
Please call the Collaborative Office to register

Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-
1zed or unable to attend Mass because of illness.

Bulletin Deadline

All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office
by Monday at 1PM. Email to parish@sfab.org


mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 5, 2025
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St. Francis of Assisi
Saturday, October 4, 2025

5:30PM  Mary Hamel Memorial
Sunday, October 5, 2025

9:00AM  Marty Murphy 22nd Anniv.
11:30AM  Len Civittolo Memorial
6:00PM  Parishioners of the Collaborative

Monday, October 6, 2025
7:00AM

Lucy Ngugi Googhee

Tuesday, October 7, 2025

7:00AM  Parishioners of the Collaborative
Wednesday, October 8, 2025

Parishioners of the Collaborative

Spec. Intent.

7:00AM
Thursday, October 9, 2025

7:00AM
Friday, October 10 2025

Parishioners of the Collaborative

7:00AM  James J. Whalen,
Colleen Whalen-Berman and Memorial
Randall Berman
Saturday, October 11, 2025
5:30PM  Paul O’Reilly and Memorial
Anna & Joseph Dunlea
Sunday, October 12, 2025
9:00AM  Patrice McAndrew Kelly 2nd Anniv.
11:30AM  Edward Marks Memorial
6:00PM  Parishioners of the Collaborative
You Pay Your
Bills Online —
Why Not Give
Online, Too?

If you are interested in the Online Giving option for
either parish to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the collaborative office or scan the QR
code below. —

If anyone missed the annual Financial Report that was in the
bulletin recently, it is available online at the Collaborative
website, under the “About” heading and under Financial
Reports.
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2S. Clare
Saturday, October 4, 2025
8:00AM  Charlene Chen
4:00PM  Rees J. Irvine
Sunday, October 5, 2025
7:45AM  Marie Reis
10:15AM  Paul & Regina Centauro,

Christine & Robert Gannon,
Regina Bernoe and Mary Gannon

Saturday, October 11, 2025

8:00AM  Parishioners of the Collaborative
4:00PM  Robert W. Osgood

Sunday, October 5 2025

Month’s Mind
3rd Anniv.

Memorial
Memorial

1st Anniv.

7:45AM  Alice & Robert Kelley Memorial
10:15AM Julia Folan Downing and 6th Anniv.
Mary & Mark Folan Memorial

o s f s

o St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays at
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries,
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared
for your visit. Referrals and limited financial assistance
are available for parishioners in need.

o Collaborative Prayer Line... To be placed (or to pray)
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative
office.

o Military Service... If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office.

e Al-Anon ... Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall

o Boy Scout Troop #138 ... Wednesdays at 7:00PM in
St. Clare Church Hall.-Contact John Collier at 781-843-
3330

o Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of
the month at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall.

Please call the collaborative office for more information.

Michael Coyne T Sara Senesac I



PREPARING FOR MASS
Saint Charles Borromeo, when serving as Cardinal-Archbishop of
Milan in the 16t century, was confronted by one of his priests who
complained that when celebrating Mass his mind was filled with
thousands of thoughts that distract him from what he was doing. |
can certainly relate to that as there are times when | am distracted
from what | am doing at the altar! St Charles responded to the
priest by asking him what he was doing just prior to the

Mass? Often, distractions at Mass come for all of us when we
enter into it as simply one more task of the day.

| thought it would be helpful to use this space over the next few
weeks to discuss how to prepare ourselves for Mass. Given its
importance, it seems to me that we want the time spent at Church
to have a spiritual benefit.

So many times over the years people have told me that they don’t
go to Mass regularly because they don’t get anything out of it, or it
simply doesn’t seem to be pertinent. To be sure, the value of the
Mass does not depend on whether any of us get anything out of
it. ~ Hopefully, even saying that will provide a context for
preparation. The Mass is the Paschal Mystery, that is, Christ's
death and Resurrection, extended in time and space. Regardless
of how focused we are, (even the priest) the Mass is the source
and summit of all Christian activity. Even if the priest is guilty of
sin, distracted, doubtful; even if the Mass is celebrated poorly or
sloppily, it remains the center of the life of the Church. Christ is
made present, body, soul and divinity! Remembering this when
coming to Mass should provide some consolation as the Eucharist
is ultimately the work of the Holy Spirit.

Thinking about what St. Charles said to his priest, the question is
worth pondering: what we are doing just prior to Mass? Those
who arrive early to Church or have spent time in prayer earlier in
the day will speak of how enriched they are by the Mass. Not
surprising, those running in at the last minute or after Mass begins
often come with many distractions and find it difficult to be fully
engaged.

St Ignatius spoke to his young Jesuit novices about what he called
‘remote preparation” and necessary for prayer. | think this
includes Mass as well. Remote preparation means what we do to
anticipate the celebration of the Mass in the days leading up to
Sunday. | usually begin on Monday by looking at the readings of
the Mass for the upcoming Sunday. Doing this helps my prayer
throughout the week. May | suggest that you look at the Scripture
readings sometime before coming to Mass on Sunday (Saturday
evening). They can be found conveniently at the US Bishops
website usccb.org. On that site you will see a button on the
opening page for the daily readings. Simply click on the date and
the readings come right up. | am fond of an app called iMissal
which works much the same way. Click the desired date on the

calendar and the readings of the day will appear. There many
printed worship aids that some parishioners find helpful such as
Magnificat, This Is the Day, The Word Among Us.

Being familiar with the particular readings of a Mass before
coming to Church will definitely help to focus your mind on what
will happen at Mass. There is a group of men from the parish who
meet each Saturday morning to look at the readings together and
discuss (any men of the parish are most welcome! Saturday
mornings, 8:30 in St. Clare Parish Hall). | find being able to
discuss the readings with others an excellent way to help get in
the proper mind-frame for what | will be doing at Mass. |
encourage you to try such a practice.

COMMUNITY MEAL

So many parishioners are involved in our monthly community
meal. | am so grateful to all of them for giving of their time to
make this initiative work. In particular, | am profoundly grateful to
our leadership team who have been working for the past six
months to make this happen: co-chairs Dawne Hamel and Kathy
Whalen-Giannandrea, Deacon Jay Waldron, Joe Watson and
Dawn DiMartino. We are very fortunate to have their leadership
in guiding the whole process of putting this ministry together. We
are in need of a few more volunteers who are able to do the
cooking. If able and interested, speak with me, one of the team
members or call the office.

BLESSING OF PETS

Yesterday (Saturday) was the feast of one of our patron saints
Saint Francis of Assisi. Given that he was so aware of the beau-
ty of creation, he is considered the patron saint of animals. In his
honor we are happy to have the Blessing of pets at both St. Clare
and St. Francis Church at 1:00.

You are invited to a Massachusetts Citizens for Life
South Shore Chapter Workshop
Practical Help for Those at Risk
The Challenges to the Sanctity of Life in Massachusetts

Saturday, October 18, Noon-4PM
Resurrection Parish

1057 Main Street, Hingham
RSVP (508)631-2287

(2) MASSACHUSETTS
(&2

CITIZENS FOR LIFE



From Deacown Joe
MacDonald

(

Some time ago, when | could sleep on the ground without needing
a crane to lift me back to my feet, my family and | went camping in
Maine with my good friend Deacon Steve Butrick and his family.
Deacon Steve is the master of campfires. | dare say that no one
can work a campfire like Deacon Steve. One night, the fire began
to wane as we sat by its light keeping warm, and it looked like it
might go out. My impulse was to add more fuel to the fire, to
gather more wood and pile it onto the small flame. But that would
have deprived what fire was left of oxygen and snuffed it out.
Steve on the other hand went over with a metal rod and poked at
it and gently stirred the wood that was already there. In seconds
we had a blazing fire again from something that appeared to be

dying.

This is what Saint Paul is telling us to do. Stir up the flame of
God'’s gift. Take what little faith we think we have and stir it up —
we will once again be ablaze with love for God, His Church and
His people.

When we stir up that flame of faith it will spread from us like the
Easter Vigil Fire, one to another, until that little candlelight sets the
whole church aglow with hope and the darkness of hopelessness
vanishes.

When we stir up that flame, we'll be able to hear clearly the Lord’s
voice tell us, “Don’t just stand there do something!” and we'll live
his message of love, and we'll overcome evil with good; hatred
and anger with forgiveness; hunger and homelessness with our
generosity. There won't be one lonely, rejected or forgotten
person in our midst because we'll see them for who they are —
children of our very own Father — our brothers and sisters made in
God's image; and the Church would be renewed not by our anger
and complaint but by our commitment to do God’s will.

Bible Study

Our Bible Study group will resume Saturday morning October 11
at 9:00 in Saint Francis Church Hall. This year we will be looking
at the Book of Genesis, the very first book of the Bible. We will
explore questions like: Did God really create the world in 6
consecutive days? What was the original sin? Were Adam and
Eve real? Who wrote Genesis? Come and join us for lively
conversation as we explore this important, often misunderstood
scriptural text. All are welcome even if you can't make it every
single week.

Collaborative Adult Choir

The Choir begins a new season this week. Everyone is welcome
to join us. If you are high school age to a ripe old age and
everything in between and you like to sing or if you play an
instrument we would love to have you join us. Rehearsals are
Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:00 P.M. We will be practicing at
Saint Francis Church and singing at the 10:15 Mass at Saint Clare
Church.

As your Senior Deacon, | say thank you to everyone who
had a part in my 25th celebration of Ordination, and the
memorial mass for Claire. | know well that many hands
make light work, and | appreciate all of your efforts. Just as
my homily acknowledged a transformation of our sanctuary
in dazzling white, | can only hope that over the years, Claire
and | demonstrated that light for others, to see the Glory of

God, who is Light. Deacon Mike

Sponsored by International Justice Mission

Come join us for a special night of worship at Cathedral of
The Holy Cross! This event is a time to gather together as a
community and celebrate the season of Advent through
music, prayer, and reflection. Let's come together to prepare
our hearts for the coming of Christ. All are welcome to attend
this evening of praise and worship.

The CATHEDRALS tour is proudly sponsored by
International Justice Mission. There are more people
enslaved now than at any other time in history — 50 million
children, women and men are subjected to various forms of
trafficking, slavery and violence. Our friends at International
Justice Mission are creating lasting change with the help of
people like you and us. For tickets go to:
https://lwww.itickets.com/events/484244


https://www.itickets.com/events/484244

FEAST OF ST FRANCIS

The RE classes learned all about our patron Saint Francis this
week. The students watched a video and learned some really
interesting facts. Did you know that his first name was actually
Giovanni? His father gave him the nickname Francis because of
his love for the country of France! Also, St. Francis started the
tradition of Nativity scenes at Christmastime. After a trip to the
Holy Land, he was inspired to make a live representation of the
birth of Jesus. We learned another prayer written by him and
used all the new things we learned to create mini posters.

Saint Francis, Pray for us!

Halloween Costume Drive

« Interfaith Social Services is collecting new Halloween
costumes for children served by their food pantry and
who otherwise may not get a costume

«  There will be a box in each church and in the RE Hall to
place donations

+  Deadline = October 10

October 30 School Half Day Event

*  Come to the RE Hall at St. Clare Church from 12:30-4:00
after Braintree Schools’ early dismissal

*  We will watch a Halloween movie - bring a snack and drink!

*  We will work on a project for All Saints Day!

Blessing of Pets will take place THIS Sunday at 1:00PM at
both churches. All are welcome. For the safety of all please
keep your pets restrained or contained.



Come cook with us! Do you
have_experience in food service prepara-
tion and cooking and looking for a way to
make a meaningful impact in your com-
munity. Then the Community Meal Minis-
try is looking to meet you. If you are ServSafe certified
that’s great. If not, we can assist you in preparing for
and taking the ServSafe exams in its Kitchen Manager
and Allergen programs, as well undergo choke saver
training (Heimlich maneuver). Please call the Collabo-
rative Office to leave your contact information and
someone will get back to you.

FALL OPEN HOUSES

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
PreK 3y - Grade 4
Toddler Room

e

November 13

6-7pm 75 Conservial St., Weymouth 781335 6010

\. Bereavement
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Braintree Catholic Collaborative Support Group

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? If you
are interested in talking about your grief and need support in
your grief healing, we are again beginning our bereavement
classes. They will be every Saturday at 10:30AM at St.
Francis of Assisi church hall. The hour-long meeting will
help you bring your suffering to the Lord and also allow you
to know others who are going through something similar.

Meetings will meet weekly from 10:30—11:30AM.

No sign-up or commitment, just a place to come and find
comfort.

“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never
lose, for all that we loved deeply becomes part of us.”
Helen Keller

RESTLIN
PEACE

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi
Mario DiScipio
Rose Orlandella

==, October 5: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
@ In today’s Gospel Jesus tells his disciples,
%_—-\'-_ﬂ “When you have done all you have been com-
%" manded, say: We are unprofitable servants; we
have only done what we were obliged to do.”
This week, please help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to
bring the love and mercy of Jesus to those who feel left out
and abandoned, for indeed we are only doing “what we are
obliged to do”.

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the Collaborative
office during normal business hours (M-F 9-4). Blue enve-
lopes are in holders on the back inside wall of the
church. Please use them for your cash, check (written
to St. Vincent DePaul with Braintree Catholic on the
memo line), or gift card—and place them into the collec-
tion basket or through the rectory mail slot. Thank you.

W

ARCHBISHOP
WILLIAMS

HIGH SCHOOL-GRADES 7-12

OPEN HOUSE

OCT. 26 & NOV. 2
AWHS.ORG

“CHURCH MERCH”

We are pleased to make available for purchase Braintree
Catholic Collaborative Gear! For the time being we have
three items: crew neck sweatshirt for $45, fleece jacket for
$50 and hoodie for $50, but we hope in the future to have
more items available! You can order these items by filling
out and dropping off the order form (located at the entrances
of the churches or at the link below) at the Collaborative Of-
fice or Call Fr. Kevin at the Collaborative Office at 781-843-
1332.https://braintreecatholic.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/03/BCC-MERCH-Order-Form.html




JOIN THE FIVE STONES OF MARY FOUNDATION (501C3)
Boston Marriott Quincy Hotel

Nov.1-2, 2025

FOR A WEEKEND THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR FAITH,
INSPIRE & FILL YOU WITH HOPE & HEALING

DON'T MISS THESE SPEAKERS!

Fr. Dan Reehil Ivan Dragicevic Immaculée Fr.Leo
libagiza Patalinghug

and also...

Archbishop Richard G. Henning, Bishop Cristiano
Guilherme Borro Barbosaq, Fr. Michael Grzesik, Magnus
MacFarlane-Barrow, Fr. Rick Martignetti,

Fr. Michael Della Penna, and Colleen Willard with
Music Ministry by Mark Carey and more!

COMMENTS from past conferences....

66 | never felt so renewed in my spirit - I'm
glad | came’

66 ‘loved the talks, loved the healing
services, loved it all!”

i
Experience Dynamic Catholic y
Speakers whose talks will uplift your 3
soul! Celebrate this special weekend i
of All Saints Day (Veneration of Saint .
Relics) & All Souls Day! Mass - o
Confession - Adoration, Music Ministry f‘ I
& more! /
Entire Weekend Event Just $225 p—
Online Ticket sales are open and —
seating is limited, so ACT NOW! ol
November, 1-2, 2025 1o 4
Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel —
1000 Marriott Road A
Quincy, MA i
Scan the QR code or visit : ( ﬁ ’ f

bostonmarianconference.org

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 617-841-4985 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

SUPPORT

Your gift helps care
for the health and
well-being of priests
in good standing.

GIVE TODAY

Y clergytrust  viathe

QR CODE

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

AND INVESTIN A
CHILD’S FUTURE!

October 9, is a national Day of
Giving through Donor Advised
Funds (DAFs). By giving through
your DAF, you can open doors
to a Catholic education.

THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

FOUNDATION

We Change Lives.

For more information visit us at
www.csfboston.org or Contact
Gina Rindfleisch at
gina@csfboston.org

Pilot Bulletins Saint Clare & Saint Francis of Assisi, Braintfree, MA 4446


mailto:gina@csfboston.org
mailto:gina@csfboston.org
www.csfboston.org
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DISCOUNT Alliance
| Health at Braintree -~
SELF - STORAGE . . ' o . 1
Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care e FUNERAL HOMES
Storage Bins 5'x5’ to 20°x20’ We provide both short & long CARING SERVICES FOR A LoweR ExPENSE
term care Located at , , i
Braint WEe Have SErveD Your CommuniTy BEFORE
Shaw's Plaza 60 Winter St. Rear 175 Grove Street, Braintree i :
Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral Chapels, Inc.
Weymouth Weymouth 781-848-2050 ext. 223 = :
. 516 Washington St.
781-335-8200 781-340-6300 for more info. Braintree, MA 02184
WEF%RRES%LJ'\S“::_T\EEC;TNSSS;EED WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, DIAMONDS, COINS, ESTATE JEWELRY & MORE
“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26 -
www.discountselfstoragema.com THI

Bay State Community Services @ eelerss

- & Loan Co. Quincy
Part-time and full-time positions available. < PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE (617) 479-GOLD
Call: 857-374-5669 Visit: www.baystateecs.org cammini, 509 Beale St. » Quincy, MA 02169

Donate to support families in need!

www.baystatecs.org or Venmo Bay-State-Community-Services NASHAWATY & RAND

R Attorneys At Law

Michael Nashawaty, Esq.
Nicholas Nashawaty, Esq.

“Solid Service since 1919”

PLUMBgl.brln‘;;?nEf?@Tm;i;i?mliﬁgNg BLT;ONING AD SPACE Family Law = Wills & Trusts
L;ﬂztzrﬁ/sﬁs:c y\\"/:\|W:\:1R = Real Estate Law = Bankruptcy = Civil Litigation

RSB 617-779-3771 654 Washington Street, Braintree
(781) 848-8545 = www.greaterbostonlaw.com

CENTURY 21s

Marella Realty

@\)J I_Q‘_)]ny ‘_ 367 Washington Street

B R A Braintree, MA 02184
941 Washington Street, Braintree Office: 781-848-4740
www.sstavern.com * 781.848.0511 Michael E Marella C21marella@gmail.com

Owner/Broker/Realtor

%\\ 617769473669 @m o
Cartwright D pe
a g Exceptlonul Short-Term Rehab
 m— T & Skilled Nursing Care
a T - 1

Notre Dame Academ
‘FUNEF{AL HOMES | s b Y

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS Inspiring hearts,
845 Washington Street minds and voices
Braintree « 781-843-1878 GRADES 6 THROUGH 12

For Information & Directions:

www.cartwriﬁhtfuneral.com Y
700 West Street  Braintree, MA v o HMOND
information@bluehillcemetery.com * www.bluehillcemetery.com / ol 2

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

781-843-9000 H:adlt,vai::'ﬁ
i lue L]l ' :;;%F:)?VQ/BEI;VEI;::';:EEA':(I;:NST VA /| 599 Washington St. Braintree, MA
Permanent Memorialization Options * In-Ground Burial 617-779-3771 o B.“j‘"h Moore
Above-Ground Entombment + Cremation Niche Columbarium Don’t You Deserve The Best?”

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 IR Pilot Bulletins Saint Clare & Saint Francis of Assisi, Braintree, MA 4446
4445
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