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St. Francis of Assisi Church
856 Washington Street
Braintree, Massachusetts

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5:30PM

Sunday: 9:00, 11:30AM and
6:00PM effective July 6, 2025

Monday —Friday: 7:00AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 12:30-1:30PM

Collaborative Staff
Rev. Robert M. Blaney, Pastor
Rev. Kevin P. Leaver, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Joseph MacDonald, Collaborative Deacon/
Music Director
Deacon James Waldron, Collaborative Deacon
Mrs. Karen Lane, Director of Religious Education
Ms. Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Mr. Cecil O’Brien, Facilities
Mrs. Karen Whitney, Receptionist
Msgr. Robert W. Oliver, In Residence
Rev. Wellington Oliveira, In Residence
Deacon Michael Cavanaugh, Senior Deacon

Contact Information

www.braintreecatholic.org
781-843-1332 | Fax: 781-848-0976

Collaborative Office and Mailing Address
856 Washington Street
Braintree, MA 02184

A

St. Clare of Assisi C
1244 Liberty Street
Braintree, Massachusetts

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM

Sunday: 7:45, 10:15AM
Saturday: 8:00AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: Following the 8AM Mass

Summer Office Hours
Monday—Thursday: 9:00AM-4:00PM
Friday: 9:00-1:00

Sacrament of Marriage
A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call
the Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior
to booking a venue.

Sacrament of Baptism
2nd Sunday of the month at St. Clare at 1:00PM
3rd Sunday of the month at St. Francis at 1:00PM
Please call the Collaborative Office to register

Sacrament of the Sick & Communion Calls
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospital-
ized or unable to attend Mass because of illness.

Bulletin Deadline
All requests must be summitted to the Collaborative Office
by Monday at 1PM. Email to parish@sfab.org


mailto:parish@sfab.org
www.braintreecatholic.org

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

@)%ss IYntentions

St. Francis of Assisi
Saturday, September 27, 2025

5:30PM  Patrick Doherty 16th Anniv

Sunday, September 28, 2025

9:00AM  Anna, Mario and James Memorial
Berardinelli

11:30AM  Joseph P. Mont 6th Anniv.

6:00PM

Mary Morrissey 1st Anniv.
Monday, September 29, 2025
7:.00AM

Tuesday, September 30, 2025
7:00AM  Feances Gallagher
Wednesday, October 1, 2025

7:00AM  Aurelio San Jose

Thursday, October 2, 2025

7:00AM  Benjamin Venuti
Friday, October 3, 2025

Healing

Memorial

Memorial

7:00AM  Stella Ngugi Googhee Spec. Intent.
Saturday, October 4, 2025
5:30PM  Mary Hamel Memorial
Sunday, October 5, 2025
9:00AM  Marty Murphy 22nd Anniv.
11:30AM  Len Civittolo Memorial
6:00PM  Parihioners of the Collaborative

You Pay Your

Bills Online —

Why Not Give

Online, Too?

If you are interested in the Online Giving option for
either parish to simplify your weekly contributions,
please contact the collaborative office or scan the QR
code below.
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St. Francis

September 28, 2025
@)@T(ass IYntentions
2S. Clare

Saturday, September 27, 2025
8:00AM  Eland Poore Memorial
4:00PM  Francesco Boncaldo Memorial

Sunday, September 28, 2025

7:45AM  Parishioners of the Collaborative

10:15AM  Henry Picewick 1st Anniv.
Saturday, October 4, 2025

8:00AM

4:00PM  Rees J. Irvine 3rd Anniv.

Sunday, October 5 2025

7:45AM  Marie Reis Memorial

10:15AM  Paul & Regina Centauro, Memorial
Christine & Robert Gannon,
Regina Bernoe and Mary Gannon

Wit

o St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays at
St. Francis from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries,
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared
for your visit. Referrals and limited financial assistance
are available for parishioners in need.

o Collaborative Prayer Line... To be placed (or to pray)
on the parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative
office.

o Military Service... If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office.

e Al-Anon ... Tuesdays at 10:30 in St. Clare Church Hall

o Boy Scout Troop #138 ... Wednesdays at 7:00PM in
St. Clare Church Hall.—Contact John Collier at 781-843
-3330

o Braintree Knights of Columbus...Second Tuesday of
the month at 7:00PM in St. Francis Church Hall.

Please call the collaborative office for more information.

St. Francis of Assisi

James Edward Arkj,
3 Joseph Charles Coakley,
WITH JOYFUL HEARTS, |* Isabella Kemmett
WE WELCOME OUR Mia Kemmett

NEWLY BAPTIZED.

——___



Beginning tomorrow night, Monday, September 29,
our collaborative will host Eucharist Adoration at St.
Francis Church, 6:00-7:30 each Monday night.

The exposition and reposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will be simple. As interest grows, we can look at
the time frame and whether to include Benediction regularly.
Currently, when there is a formal praying of the Rosary and
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, exposition will conclude with
Benediction.

Some of our parishioners have a devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament outside of Mass and enjoy opportunities
for quiet prayer in Eucharistic Adoration. Others may not be
so familiar with the concept or practice. | thought a bit of
history on the subject might be helpful. The Eucharist goes
back to the Last Supper. After the Resurrection, the
Apostles and disciples of Christ celebrated the Eucharist as
a means deepening the mystery of Christ's death and
Resurrection. Records from the earliest days of the Church
speak of the Eucharist. The idea of adoring Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament goes back to around the fourth century.
Over the centuries the practice has grown and subsided. In
the not too distant past, the reception of Holy Communion by
lay people had dwindled to the point where the Church had
to put in a precept (requirement) that Catholics had to
receive Holy Communion at least once a year between Ash
Wednesday and Pentecost. During the time where receiving
Holy Communion was infrequent there grew an appreciation
for adoring Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. Seeing the
Blessed Sacrament either at Mass during the elevation or at
Benediction became an intimate moment with Christ.
Fortunately, over the past century and a half, reception of
Holy Communion at Mass is the norm. In recent years,
though, more Catholics have shown an interest and even
desire for opportunities to pray before the Blessed
Sacrament.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
involves placing a consecrated Host in a
vessel called a monstrance (from the
Latin word “to show”) The monstrance is
placed on the altar with lit candles. Often
incense is burned. If you are interested
in the format for exposition and
benediction, | invite you to look inside the
back cover of a missalette.

On Wednesday evening of this week, October 1,
there will be meeting of all liturgical ministers (lectors,
Extraordinary Ministers, choir members) at 7:00 in St.
Francis Church

In the past these meetings have focused on the
"what" of our respective ministries. This presentation will
focus on the "how" of what we do. When it comes to the
celebration of Mass, how we carry out our various ministries
is extremely important to the reverent celebration of the
Eucharist. | am happy to welcome Sr. Georgeanne Marie
Donovan, Marist Missionary Sister, and former seminary
professor of liturgy, who will present the topic and answer
questions.

Sr. Georgeanne will also be here to conduct a day of
recollection for women on Saturday, October 4 at St. Clare
Church hall. Please see important information elsewhere in
this bulletin.

Beginning today, the doors of the Churches will be locked
once Mass begins. Those arriving after Mass begins are
asked to enter the Church through a designated door at
which there will be an usher. The designated door at St.
Francis Church will be the side door facing the school
parking lot. This allows for access to the elevator. At St.
Clare the designated door will be the ramp door in front of
the Church. | ask for your support of this initiative as we
strive to provide a safe environment for the sacred activity of
worshipping God at Mass. | am grateful to all the ushers
who will be helping to implement this new protocol.

Fr. Bolb-

We invite the women of the
collaborative to a day of retreat
7 titled Be Still and Know That I Am
God led by Sr. Georgeanne Marie
Donovan, SMSM, on Saturday,
October 4 from 8AM to 2PM at St. Clare church. If you
have children living at home, we know how your body and
your mind are in constant motion. If you are of a certain
age, your body may not be as active, but it can be a
challenge to slow down your mind. And who wouldn't like a
chance to have breakfast and lunch all planned for you?
The day will begin with the 8AM Mass followed by a light
breakfast. There will be 2 morning presentations with a
break in between, lunch, and an afternoon session. There
will be time for quiet, time for sharing (if you choose), time to
reconnect with our loving God. If you need some alone time
or if you are looking to enjoy the companionship of other
women, this is for you! Come alone, bring a friend—there is
no cost to attend. Please call (781-843-1332) or email the
parish office (pkinnally@sfab.org) for more information or to
register. We need at least an approximate count so we can
order food for everyone.


mailto:pkinnally@sfab.org
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Last week | bemoaned the fact that we Catholics do not
celebrate our Sacred Liturgies all that well. In fact, | pointed
out that our sporting “liturgies” are celebrated with much
more fervor and enthusiasm than the typical Sunday Mass.

This week let’s look at some of the gestures, postures, signs,
and symbols we use during the Introductory Rites at Mass.

These rites, that we use at the beginning of each Mass, are
meant to prepare, and ready our hearts, minds and souls for
the work of the Liturgies that follows. Although Mass officially
starts with the Entrance Chant (song) our individual
preparations begin much earlier — at home. Our preparations
begin the moment we make the decision to attend Mass. We
rise early enough to be on time and make sure the rest of
the family is up, too. We eat our breakfast early enough so
as not to break the Eucharistic fast or we wait to eat until
Mass is over. Not much is said about this very often, but the
Church requires a one hour fast from eating and drinking
before we receive communion. This of course is a symbolic
gesture now, but it wasn'’t too long ago that we could not eat
or drink anything from midnight until after receiving
Communion the next morning. Early Masses were therefore
very well attended. As we prepare to go to Mass, we dress
appropriately for what we will be participating in. For
example, if we go to the White House as tourists we might
dress casually in shorts and t-shirts. Those shirts might
advertise certain brands of products or make political
statements, some may actually be offensive in some way.
But, if we are invited to a state dinner at the White House
with the president, and other dignitaries we would want to
dress appropriately for that occasion. In fact, we would be
required to do so. So it is with Mass, we are invited to a
banquet not hosted by a human leader but by the Divine Son
of God. We are celebrating not with political cronies but with
angels and saints. We aren’t going to the beach or on a
cruise. Because of the enormity of this undertaking, we may
want to present ourselves in a way that reflects the dignity of
what we are celebrating. How that looks is up to each of us
to decide.

Having prepared ourselves at home we arrive at Church. As
we go through the doors, we remind ourselves of our
Baptism by touching the holy water and making the Sign of
the Cross. Since there are some who were never taught
how to do this correctly it is done this way. We take our right
hand, touch it to our foreheads, (in the name of the Father)
then touch our chest (and of the Son) and then our left
shoulder followed by the right shoulder (and of the Holy
Spirit).

Typically, we Catholics genuflect as we enter the pew as a
recognition of Christ's Eucharistic presence in the
tabernacle. And always genuflect when passing in front of
the tabernacle. We genuflect by bending the right knee to
the floor, pausing briefly (a second or two) and rising again.
The Sign of the Cross often accompanies this action. One
last thing on this subject, if someone, like myself, finds it
difficult physically to genuflect, a reverent bow will suffice or
if that is difficult some other act of faith such as the sign of
the cross.

There are certain prayers that we say in dialogue with the
priest, for example: “The Lord be with you.” And we respond,
“and with your spirit.” Technically it is enough to just mumble
it or say it quietly, however it is a sign of our Christian unity
and is uplifting to the priest presiding at the Mass if we
respond with our parts clearly and with conviction.

The Church gives us three options for the Penitential Act.
One of these options is the Confiteor in which we
acknowledge our sins and ask Mary, the angels, saints, and
those present to pray to God for us. That’s a lot of people
praying for us and for each other. | like to make a conscious
effort of some kind to direct a prayer for those I'm worshiping
with when we use this option.

It is during the Confiteor that there is a gesture that is often
passed over by many people. As we say “through my fault,
through my fault, through my most grievous fault’” we are
instructed to strike our breasts. This is typically done by
making a fist and striking the center of the breast. It is a sign
of contrition not a symbol of any punishment we deserve for
our sins. The Rubric (the official instruction) doesn't indicate
how many times we are to do this. One time would seem to
suffice. Some people strike their breasts three times with
each repetition of “through my fault.” It is one of those things
that we should be doing but often do not.

We then sing or say the Gloria. If it is sung, we should sing it
with all the fervor of “‘America the Beautiful” or “Sweet
Caroline” at Fenway.

The Gloria is followed by the Collect. The priest says: “Let us
pray.” This is followed by a moment of silence as the
assembly prays silently. The priest then “collects” the
prayers of the people and with outstretched hands
concludes the rite with the prescribed prayer of the day.

Those are the Introductory Rites of the Mass. If you have
any questions, feel free to ask when you see me or send an
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Braintree Catholic Collaborative

St. Clare and St. Francis of Assisi

RELIGIOUS ERIEDUCATION

The first week of Religious Education classes was terrific - it
was wonderful to see familiar faces returning and meet new
friends! We started off by discussing the story in the Gospel
of Luke when Jesus told Peter to cast his net into the deep
sea. Jesus was telling him to be a fisher of men, to gather
more disciples to share in the Good News. The kids all dec-
orated colorful fish to add to the net on the bulletin board
since we too, as disciples of Jesus, want to share in the
Good News!

Last Sunday was the International Day of Peace. We began
our lesson by reciting the Prayer of St. Francis and discuss-
ing what it means to be ‘instruments of peace.” We collabo-
rated with the Thayer Library Children’s Department on the
Peace Crane Project. Inspired by the book Sadako and the
Thousand Paper Cranes, we folded origami paper cranes
and talked about ways we can all be Peacemakers in our
daily lives.

The Children’s Choir is back! We will be singing a song at
the 10:15 Mass at St. Clare each week. We meet downstairs
in the RE Hall at 9:45 to rehearse and then go up to Mass
together. Please join us!

Once again we congratulate Deacon Mike on the 25th
Anniversary of his ordination to the Diaconate. Thank
you to Jenifer Walsh, Therese English, Rose Doran, Kim
Kelley and Karen Whitney and all who attended in helping to
make this celebration a success.




Come cook with wus! Do you
have_experience in food service prepara-
tion and cooking and looking for a way to
make a meaningful impact in your com-
munity. Then the Community Meal Minis-
try is looking to meet you. If you are ServSafe certified
that’s great. If not, we can assist you in preparing for
and taking the ServSafe exams in its Kitchen Manager
and Allergen programs, as well undergo choke saver
training (Heimlich maneuver). Please call the Collabo-
rative Office to leave your contact information and
someone will get back to you.

Our next Community Meal will be served on OCTOBER
1, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. sharp in the St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall. Mike Panciotti’s Team will be preparing
and serving. Team members should report at the time
assigned by Mike.

\. ‘Bereavement
N £
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Braintree Catholic Collaborative Support Group

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? If you
are interested in talking about your grief and need support in
your grief healing, we are again beginning our bereavement
classes. They will be every Saturday at 10:30AM at St.
Francis of Assisi church hall. The hour-long meeting will
help you bring your suffering to the Lord and also allow you
to know others who are going through something similar.

Meetings will begin Saturday, October 4 and will meet week-
ly from 10:30—11:30AM.

No sign-up or commitment, just a place to come and find
comfort.

“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never
lose, for all that we loved deeply becomes part of us.”
Helen Keller

RESTLIN
PEACE

St. Francis of Assisi
Marie Milano

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

,;\. September 28: 26th Sunday in Ordinary

7~ Time—On September 27, the Church cele-
brated the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, who

“SPS knew that “God had sent him to bring good
news to the poor.” Together with your gifts, the members of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue his work and
mission in our parish. In the month of September,
through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
was able to “bring good news to the poor,” by assisting
families, providing food, assistance with utility and rent
bills, etc. Thank You!

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the Collaborative
office during normal business hours (M-F 9-4). Blue enve-
lopes are in holders on the back inside wall of the
church. Please use them for your cash, check (written
to St. Vincent DePaul with Braintree Catholic on the
memo line), or gift card—and place them into the collec-
tion basket or through the rectory mail slot. Thank you.

Sponsored by Interna-
tional Justice Mission

Come join us for a spe-
cial night of worship at
Cathedral of The Holy
Cross! This event is a
time to gather together
as a community and
celebrate the season of
Advent through music,
prayer, and reflection.
Let's come together to prepare our hearts for the coming of
Christ. All are welcome to attend this evening of praise and
worship.

The CATHEDRALS tour is proudly sponsored by Interna-
tional Justice Mission. There are more people enslaved now
than at any other time in history — 50 million children, wom-
en and men are subjected to various forms of trafficking,
slavery and violence. Our friends at International Justice
Mission are creating lasting change with the help of people
like you and us. For tickets go to:
https://www.itickets.com/events/484244

‘f” ARCHBISHOP
1\ WILLIAMS

HIGH SCHOOL-GRADES 7-12

OPEN HOUSE

OCT. 26 & NOV. 2
AWHS.ORG



https://www.itickets.com/events/484244

JOIN THE FIVE STONES OF MARY FOUNDATION (501C3)
Boston Marriott Quincy Hotel

Nov.1-2, 2025

FOR A WEEKEND THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR FAITH,
INSPIRE & FILL YOU WITH HOPE & HEALING

DON'T MISS THESE SPEAKERS!

¥ X

£
§227

Immaculée
libagiza

Fr.Leo
Patalinghug

Fr. Dan Reehil Ivan Dragicevic

and also...

Archbishop Richard G. Henning, Bishop Cristiano
Guilherme Borro Barbosaq, Fr. Michael Grzesik, Magnus
MacFarlane-Barrow, Fr. Rick Martignetti,

Fr. Michael Della Penna, and Colleen Willard with
Music Ministry by Mark Carey and more!

COMMENTS from past conferences....

66 | never felt so renewed in my spirit - I'm
glad | came’

66 ‘loved the talks, loved the healing
services, loved it all!”

1 I
Experience Dynamic Catholic -
Speakers whose talks will uplift your ==
soul! Celebrate this special weekend i
of All Saints Day (Veneration of Saint 5
Relics) & All Souls Day! Mass - .
Confession - Adoration, Music Ministry T" I
& more! '
=
Entire Weekend Event Just $225 —
Online Ticket sales are open and 7 k_l"‘
seating is limited, so ACT NOW! =
November, 1-2, 2025 | ] J
Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel tay |
1000 Marriott Road A
Quincy, MA =i
Scan the QR code or visit : ( ‘ ’ It

bostonmarianconference.org

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 617-841-4985 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

SUPPORT

Your gift helps care
for the health and
well-being of priests
in good standing.

VIA THE
QR CODE

Y clergytrust

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

GIVE TODAY

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives. From kitchens

and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-
out shelves bring smart, accessible storage to every space in your home.

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A $250 VALUE

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a heighborly company

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating

locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025.

Pilot Bulletins Saint Clare & Saint Francis of Assisi, Braintfree, MA

4446



DISCOUNT
SELF - STORAGE

Storage Bins 5°x5’ to 20°x20’

Shaw's Plaza 60 Winter St. Rear
Weymouth Weymouth
781-335-8200 781-340-6300

A ‘ Alliance

| Health at Braintree

Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care
We provide both short & long
term care Located at
175 Grove Street, Braintree
781-848-2050 ext. 223
for more info.

FUNERAL

HOMES

CariNG SERVICES ForR A LoweER EXPENSE
WEe Have Servep Your ComMMmUNITY BEFORE

Russell and Mortimer Peck Funeral Chapels, Inc.
516 Washington St.
Braintree, MA 02184

WE ARE CLIMATE CONTROLLED
FOR SENSITIVE STORAGE

www.discountselfstoragema.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

Bay State Community Services

Part-time and full-time positions available.
Call: 857-374-5669 Visit: www.baystateecs.org

Donate to support families in need!
www.baystatecs.org or Venmo Bay-State-Community-Services

Bay State
Conmmtv

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, DIAMONDS, COINS, ESTATE JEWELRY & MORE
THE
J_ NN\ /
Vg
ONNAC)D)

(C < & Loan Co. Quincy

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE (617) 479-GOLD
509 Beale St. « Quincy, MA 02169

“Solid Service since 1919”
PLUMBINGe HEATING e AIR CONDITIONING
E-mail: info@mywilliamsenergy.com
Lic.#15278/3654c
Braintree, MA
(781)-843-0415

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

@JJ Iﬂ.)]JV

B R A
941 Washington Street, Braintree
www.sstavern.com ¢ 781.848.0511

m NASHAWATY & RAND

Attorneys At Law
NICHOLAS T. NASHAWATY

Civil Litigation - Personal Injury - Family Law
Real Estate Law - Wills and Trusts

i.l

654 \Vashinglon Street | Braintree, MA 02184
(781) 848-8545 Email: nick@nashrand.com

WETEE] Realty

FUNERAL HOMES |

WHEN THE SERVICE REALLY MATTERS
845 Washington Street
Braintree « 781-843-1878

For Information & Directions:

700 West Street « Braintree, MA
information@bluehillcemetery.com « www.bluehillcemetery.com

781-843-9000
, AFFORDABLE PACKAGE PLANS
/HT\ AND CONVENIENT PREPAYMENT
ETER i OPTION AVAILABLE

Permanent Memorialization Options ¢ In-Ground Burial
Above-Ground Entombment « Cremation Niche Columbarium

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

NHmnnm
4445

www.cartwriihtfuneral.com

Pilot Bulletins

() Pope
p—_
Exceptional Short-Term Rehab
& Skilled Nursmg Care

NDA

Notre Dame Academy

HINGHAM

(781) 335-4352
www.rehabassociates.com/pope

Inspiring hearts,
minds and voices

GRADES 6 THROUGH 12

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

CHMOND

I-lardware

; E And Paint

899 Washington St. Braintree, MA
(781) 843-0066
Bonjamh Moore'
“Don’t You Deserve The Best?”
Saint Clare & Saint Francis of Assisi, Braintree, MA 4446
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www.bluehillcemetery.com
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