
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at 
www.braintreecatholic.org.  Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of  the priests or bring it to 
the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

The Parish of Saint Clare 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-848-7481 

 For Grades 2 and 10 Only 

  
Music Director: 
 Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

Help for the Poor: 

 Holy Name Society:  

 (Suspended due to  Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     St. Francis Parish Hall (as of 12/14/22)                

     Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

 
 

 

HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION 
With the approach of the Solemnity of the Ascension 
I want to announce a change to the Holyday Schedule 
here in the Collaborative. 
 

In the past, we have had two Mass on the Holyday Vigil, 
4:00 and 5:30.   Over the past few holydays, the attendance 
has not warranted both of these Masses, so we will no 
longer have a 5:30PM Vigil.  (We will maintain the 
5:30PM on the day itself.)   
 

The Solemnity of the Ascension is one of my favorite 
days on the entire liturgical calendar.  Jesus – the Risen 
One ascending to the Father’s right hand. There to reign 
over and guide the Pilgrim Church until we finally are 
called to follow where He has gone before is a feast filled 
with beauty and hope.  Please strive to remember your ob-
ligation to attend Mass.  
 

The Mass schedule for the collaborative of St. Francis /
St. Clare of Assisi is: 
St. Clare 
Wednesday, May 18   Vigil 4:00PM 
Thursday, May 18  9AM and 5:30PM 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Thursday, May 17  7:00AM, and 12:10PM 
 

In His service and yours, 

Fr. Paul T. Clifford  

 

Beginning this weekend and continuing over 
the next several weekends our young chil-
dren will be receiving the Eucharist for the 
first time.  Please keep them in your prayers 
as they receive this Sacrament. 

 
 
 
 
 

As part of the annual Missionary Co-Operative Pro-
gram, Maureen Crowley Heil will speak at all our 
Masses next weekend about The Missionary Childhood 
Association, one of the four Pontifical Mission Societies 
represented here in the Archdiocese of Boston. Maureen 
will share stories of her experiences of the mission Church 
in Uganda where missionaries are planting the seeds of our 
Catholic faith in remote areas. Maureen will help us build 
a spiritual connection to others whose daily lives may be 
very different from our own. 
  

The Missionary Childhood Association is the official mis-
sion agency of the Catholic Church supporting missionar-
ies in the fields of evangelization, education, healthcare, 
and more. Special envelopes will be available, or checks 
may be made payable to the Missionary Childhood Associ-
ation. All proceeds from the appeal will support their work 
with children under the age of 14. 
  

May our hearts and minds be opened by the Holy Spirit to 
support and pray for people, especially children, in the 
missions. 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 
Saturday          May 13, 2023 
8:00AM Marie Antoine Myriame Philippe   Mem. 
4:00PM Philip Fontana Memorial  
 Margaret & Donald McIvor 
 and Ronald Guevin 
Sunday             May 14, 2023    
7:45AM  
10:15AM Harold & Celia Rocks Memorial 
 John & Winnie Joyce Memorial 
6:00PM Bill Fennell 11th Anniv. 
Saturday, May 20, 2023  
8:00AM  
4:00PM Robert Moriarty 2nd Anniv. 
Sunday             May 14, 2023    
7:45AM  
10:15AM Gene Butterfield 20th Anniv. 
6:00PM Maria Soares and Memorial 
 Jose Fernandes 
  

The Bread & Wine for the week of May13 though 19 have 
been donated in loving memory of the Fontana, McIvor, 
Guevin and Shurilla Families.  The Sanctuary light will 
also burn in their memory. 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to 
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the 
collaborative office or visit our web site. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through December 
31, 2023.  To schedule a Mass or for further information 
please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.  We 
will do our best to accommodate your requests, but 
please keep in mind with the change of clergy there 
MAY be some schedule adjustments in the foreseeable 
future.  The current Mass schedule will be honored 
through Labor Day.    Fr. Paul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farewell receptions for Fr. Paul and Fr. Valan will be held 
after the 4:00PM Mass at St. Clare on Saturday, June 17th 
and after the 11:30AM Mass on Sunday, June 18th at St. 
Francis of Assisi.  Further details will be provided in future 
bulletins. 



Sixth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 14, 2023
 

From  

Deacon Joe MacDonald  

 

Since we are now in the month of May, a month we dedi-
cate in a special way to the Blessed Mother, I thought I 
would repeat an article from last year concerning the mira-
cle that occurred in Robinsonville Wisconsin. If you 
missed it you’ll find this a great story and you read it last 
year you might just like to read it again. 
  

Did you know that there is only one Church approved ap-
parition site of the Blessed Mother in the United States? I 
didn’t know about it either until I heard Bishop David 
Ricken talk about it on Catholic Radio. 
  

She is called the “Our Lady of Good Help” and her shrine 
is in Champion Wisconsin. It's quite a story too. It is about 
a young woman, Adele Brise, who was born in Belgium 
and emigrated to America with her parents, to a town that 
was then known as Robinsonville. 
  

It was in October of 1859, while walking to church. She 
saw a woman standing between two trees.  She described 
the woman as being clothed in white with a yellow sash 
around her waist.  Her head was surrounded by a crown of 
stars, and she had flowing blonde hair. She was enveloped 
in light.  
  

My first thought at this point was this: Mary was a first 
century Jew living in the middle east. It's highly unlikely 
that she had blond hair. It’s a good thing that I wasn’t in-
vestigating the apparitions because I would have stopped 
there and said “Nope! Can’t be Mary, she didn’t have 
blonde hair.” 
  

Thankfully those who were conducting the investigation 
were smarter than I am. It seems that whenever there is an 
apparition of Mary, she usually appears in a form that is 
familiar to the visionary. Who knows why this is so? It 
could be that she just doesn’t want to scare anyone away. 
  

Adele did not talk to Mary that first day.  Instead, she went 
home and told her parents about what she had seen to 
which her mother responded that maybe it was a poor soul 
in purgatory reaching out for prayers. 
  

Adle saw the lady again and this time went to the parish 
priest. He advised Adele to ask the lady who she was and 
what she wanted. The next time Adele saw the lady she did 
as the priest had instructed. It went like this: 
  

Adele: In the name of God, who are you and what do you 
wish of me? 
Mary:  I am the Queen of Heaven, who prays for the con-
version of sinners, and I wish you to do the same. 
  

Further, The Blessed Mother asked Adele to teach the chil-
dren their catechism, how to make the sign of the cross and 
how to approach the sacraments. Adele was not an educat-
ed woman and wondered how she could ever accomplish 
this task. Mary’s last words to her were “That is what I 
wish you to do. Go and fear nothing. I will help you.” 

 And so, Adele went from house to house. She offered to 
work in these homes cleaning and cooking among other 
tasks and her payment was only to be that they allow her to 
catechize their children. And a remarkable thing happened, 
because the parents were always within ear shot, they too 
were catechized, and many people came back to Christ as a 
result. Her efforts resulted in a boarding school and a third 
order of sisters to continue the work. 
  

A chapel was built at the site and many local people went 
there to pray. Many miracles and healings of body and spir-
it have been documented. 
  

We have all heard of the Great Chicago Fire of October 8, 
1871. That fire took 300 lives and because it was Chicago, 
another fire, even more devastating, was forgotten. This 
was the Peshtigo fire in northwestern Wisconsin. The fire 
burned 1.2 million acres of land and with approximately 
2500 killed is the worst wildfire in American History. This 
fire destroyed everything and everyone in its path. And as it 
approached the little chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Good 
Help, many people in the Robinsonville area fled to the site 
of the shrine to pray the rosary. They brought whole fami-
lies including children, babies and even pets. With Adele 
they prayed. They prayed kneeling and they prayed in pro-
cession asking Our Lady of Good Help to intercede with 
her Son, Jesus to save them from the fire.   Everything sur-
rounding them was turned to ash but before it reaches the 
boundary of the shrine their prayers were answered. In the 
middle of the worst drought in many years, the heavens 
opened, and the rains poured down extinguishing the fire. 
  

Today this is the first and only Church approved Marian 
apparition site in the country.  It is called the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help. If nothing else, it’s a 
very cool story about our Blessed Mother’s love for her 
children.  If you would like to learn more or make a pil-
grimage to the shrine you can visit their website Champion-
shrine.org or Google Our Lady of Good Help. 
 
   
 
 

 
 

Deacon Joe’s Bible Study meets on Saturdays at 9:00AM 
in St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall.  Newcomers are wel-
come to join us. 
 

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS 
Heavenly Father, from the 
beginning you have chosen 
to entrust the human person 
to mothers in a special way.  
We thank and praise you for 
the gift of mothers;  for 
their tenderness, care, and 
compassion, for their intui-
tion and encouragement, for 

commitment and sacrifice.  Bless all mothers this day. 
Keep, strengthen, and refresh them in your loving care.  
May they be blessed by our open-hearted love and grati-
tude.  Amen. 


