
 

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  
  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  
 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  
  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  
 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  
 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 
to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  

 
If you are a registered 
parishioner who utilizes the 
parish envelope system or the 
online giving option and would 
like a copy of your total 
contributions for 2022 please 
call the collaborative office at 

781-843-1332. In accordance with federal regulations 
contribution statements have been mailed to any parishioner 
who has made a single contribution of $250 or more. If you 
do not currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online 
giving system, but would like to; or if you have any questions 
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in 
the collaborative office. 

 
"Blessed are the merciful, 

for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, 

for they will see God." 
- Mt 5:7-8 

 

Readings for the week of January 29, 2023 
Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
 (Matthew 5:3)/1 Cor 1:26-31/ 
 Mt 5:1-12a    
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24/
 M 5:1-20  
Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30,  
 31-32/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 
 17-18a/Mk 6:1-6  
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/ 
 Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32  
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc/ 
 Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
 5, 6/Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/ 
 1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16 
 

Saturday, January 28, 2022   

5:30PM David Ringius Memorial 

Sunday, January 29, 2023  

9:00AM Joseph Santoro 1st Anniv. 

11:30AM Daniel Barselou Memorial 

Monday, January 30, 2023 

7:00AM Josephine Saroja Memorial 

Tuesday, January 31, 2023  

7:00AM Simon Tran 6 Month Anniv. 

Wednesday, February 1, 2023  

7:00AM Cathy Leitao 1st Anniv. 

Thursday, February 2, 2023  

7:00AM Parishioners of the Collaborative  

Friday, February 3, 2023  

7:00AM Simon Tran Memorial 

Saturday, February 4, 2023  

5:30PM Cesar Ilagan 1st Anniv. 

Sunday, February 5, 2023  

9:00AM John V. Polio Memorial 

11:30AM Cathy Leitao 1st Anniv. 



 

 

  
 

From 
Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
In 1968 Blood Sweat & Tears (which is one of my favorite 
groups from the sixties and seventies) recorded a song 
called “And When I Die.”  It begins:  

I'm not scared of dying  
And I don't really care 
If it's peace you find in dying 
Well, then let the time be near 

  

Further on is this lyric: 
  Give me my freedom for as long as I be 
 All I ask of the living is to have no chains on me  

All I ask of living is to have no chains on me 
And all I ask of dying is to go naturally 
Only want to go naturally 

  

Like the sentiment in that song, I can tell you that I am not 
afraid to die. However, there are certain ways I don’t want to 
die.  For example, I don’t want to be eaten alive by a bear or 
crocodile. I’d prefer not to burn to death or get tortured for 
hours or days. Like in the song, “All I ask of dying is to go 
naturally.”   
  

I was at a dinner party last weekend, and someone was 
troubled about something Jesus said in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. The questions went something like this: Jesus 
knew that He was going to be raised in three days and that 
everything would great. If He knew the outcome, why did he 
ask the Father “If it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” 
  

We are 2000 years removed from the events that led to the 
Crucifixion and ultimately the Resurrection. As Christians we 
are used to thinking of Jesus as the Son of God and 
Emmanuel, God with us. We are well aware of His Divinity. I 
think what we forget sometimes is the Lord’s humanity. He 
wasn’t just Divine; He was also fully human and the things 
that repulse all humans also repulsed Him.  
  

All of us struggle with the idea of death. Some of us are 
afraid and some of us are not. I think most are somewhere in 
between.  Like all human persons I am sure Jesus was not 
looking forward to His approaching death. That doesn’t 
mean He was afraid of it. In fact, there is no evidence in all 
of Scripture that he was afraid. The manner in which He was 
going to die however repulsed every fiber of His being. Just 
because He was the Son of God doesn’t mean He couldn’t 
feel pain. It doesn’t mean that He wasn’t hurt by being 
abandoned.  
  

I’ve had my hip replaced. I knew that after the surgery and 
recovery I was going to be pain free! But I also knew  that 

they were going to cut through my flesh, saw out my hip, 
which I had become very fond of, drill a hole in my femur 
and put metal parts in that didn’t belong. I knew for certain 
that the outcome would be great but when I got to the 
hospital, and I started thinking about what they were actually 
going to do I admit I was anxious. At least I had anesthesia.  
  

Jesus knew that in three days He would be back better than 
ever! That does not mean he wanted to be whipped to within 
an inch of His life or crowned with thorns or taunted by 
Roman guards. It did not mean He wanted to hear His own 
people call out for His crucifixion. No one wants spikes 
driven through their wrists and feet and be hoisted upon a 
cross to hang in total agony for God knows how long. And 
so, He asked “Father if there is some other way to do this…” 
It’s only human. 
  

Everyone one of us has gone through or will go through 
something that we do not want to happen. Maybe a terrible 
illness or a great loss. It is inevitable. We will want to avoid it 
with all our strength, and we may pray “Father take this thing 
away from me.” We will. Jesus did. Jesus also did something 
else. He trusted His Father. He asked for a different way but 
in the end, He said, “not My will but yours be done.” 
  

I think that’s the take-away for us. Trust God, who is our 
Father, no matter what we are facing and know that He will 
give us the strength to get through it. Trust, like Jesus, that 
His will leads to something better for us even if it is hard for 
us and even if we cannot see it. 

Beginning February 4, join Deacon Joe Saturday mornings 
at 9:00 AM in Saint Francis Church Hall for a deep dive into 
the Gospel of Matthew. Gain new insights into this telling of 
Jesus' story and hear God's voice speak to you from the 
passages of this New Testament treasure.  
 

Please email Deacon Joe at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com if 
you plan to join us. Please put Bible Study in the subject line 
and include your phone number.  

 
ASK DEACON JOE—Send me your 
questions about faith, Church 
Teaching, Scripture or any other 
Church related topic and I’ll do my 
best to answer them in a future 

column.  Send you queries to askdeaconjoe@gmail.com.  

F  S   O  T  



 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Stephen O’Brien 

Christopher Clarke 
Mary Luke 

 

Archdiocese of Boston 
Msgr. Laurence W. McGrath 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Mahleek Jean Paul 

 
 

 

· St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open 
Thursdays from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, 
please call on Wednesday so that we can be prepared 
for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial assistance 
are available for parishioners in need.  Please call the 
parish office for more information. 

· Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

· Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

January 29 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
In the Gospel today Jesus gives us the Beatitudes, 
which embody a radically alternative vision of life 
and we find that God indeed calls us to 

blessedness.  Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul proclaims the gospel of the kingdom and brings 
healing to the broken hearts of those who live in 
poverty.  
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Regular Classes meet this week, (January 29, 31 and 
February 2) for Grades 1-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 9-10 
No Classes this week.  Classes next meet Sunday, 
February 26th. 
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby Care Collection for Friends of the Unborn. 
The Braintree Knights of Columbus will be collecting Baby 
Care items on THIS weekend (January 28th and 29th) at all 
Masses at Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Clare Parishes. 
 

There will be a designated area at the front of each 
sanctuary for items to be placed. 
 

Although all baby care items are most graciously received, 
the following items are noted as being particularly needed. 
Diaper sizes 3, 4 and 5. Newborn clothes, Vaseline, 
Aquaphor and backpack diaper bags. 
 

For the moms there is a need for standard twin size 
pillowcases. For general supplies for the Friends of the 
Unborn Maternity Care shelter, there is always a need for TP 
and paper towels. Monetary donations are also welcome.    
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus will pray the Rosary on 
the 5th Sunday January 29th at Saint Francis of Assisi, 
after the 11:30AM mass in the sanctuary. All are welcome.  
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 next 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 14, 2023. 

J  29, 2023 



 

 

From the  
Archdiocese of  

Boston 
 

January 29 ~ Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
It has been said that at one time or another, we will be invited 
to assume the attitude that each one of the Beatitudes 
speaks of.  To those caught up in worldly values, these 
beatitudes can appear foolish and of little  
significance .  However, we know that to offer mercy, to be a 
peacemaker, to live a chaste and pure life or to withstand 
insult because of your love of Christ - we need to take on the 
mind and heart of Christ.  Pray for the grace to live each day 
with a “beatitude attitude.” 
 

CURSILLO An opportunity to deepen your faith | The 
Boston Cursillo Movement | www.bostoncursillo.org 
The Cursillo is a “little course in Christianity” that begins on a 
Thursday evening and concludes Sunday afternoon. Each 
Cursillo is an encounter with Christ in a small community of 
the Church, in order that Christ’s love and grace can be 
brought to every aspect of life.  Fr Bill Murphy and Mary Ann 
McLaughlin will be the Spiritual Directors of upcoming 
weekends.  
The Boston Cursillo Weekends will be held at The Notre 
Dame Spirituality Center 30 Jeffrey’s Neck Rd, Ipswich MA 
01938. For more information call: Chris Graf 617-332-5548      
The dates for the Cursillo Weekends are: 

Women’s Weekend         February 9 – 12, 2023 
Men’s Weekend              March 23 -26, 2023 

 

Couple's Date Night - National Marriage Week is February 7
-14. Join us for a fun and resourceful date night as we learn 
the tools to “Manage Daily Stress” and “Resolve Conflict” with 
Clinical Psychologist, Dr. Greg Kolodziejczak on Saturday, 
February 11 from 7:00-9:00PM in the formal dining room of 
the Pastoral Center in Braintree. Dinner, libations, and a few 
surprises served. Cost is $30 per couple. For more 
information or to register, visit bit.ly/Dateforcouples.  
 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.  The topic is “Sisters 
in Ministry.”  Sister Maryanne Ruzzo, SC will share her 
experience as a pastoral associate and a hospital chaplain.   If 
you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ 
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more 
information and the link to the meeting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUINCY CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Amazing things are happening at Quincy Catholic Academy 
and we want to share the good news with you! QCA serves 
students from Preschool (3 years. old) through Grade 8. At 
every stage in the child’s development, the Academy 
provides a top-quality, well-rounded, engaging education in a 
faith-based, family-centered environment. If you are seeking 
an exceptional educational experience, we invite you to 
“DISCOVER the JOY at QCA”! 
 

Quincy Catholic Academy will be opening its doors for visitors 
interested in learning more about our school, please join us at 
our upcoming OPEN HOUSE on Wednesday, February 8, 
2023 from Information Gathering in the gym, followed by a 
tour of the school and a chance to meet our dedicated 
teachers and amazing students in action. 
 

Additional Shadow Days and tours will be available every 
Wednesday. Contact the school office for more information at 
617-328-3830. Come … and Discover the JOY at QCA! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Safety Policy 
Large bags and/or backpacks may be 
searched by the ushers upon entry to 
the church. 
  

Also as a safety precaution women are reminded not leave 
their handbags in the bench when going up for Communion. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 29, 2023 - 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In my parents’ bedroom there were on the wall two photos of 
my mom and dad from their early adulthoods. The photo of 
my mother entranced me when I was a boy. I loved looking 
at it, even though I saw her in daily life. Something about 
that picture captured her perfectly. It was an image of the 
joy, wisdom, beauty, and strength that enveloped me from 
the start of my life. It was an icon of the woman who fed, 
taught, and encouraged me. I felt a deep pride that I came 
from such beauty.  
 
The beatitudes of Jesus are a kind of self-portrait. But it is a 
strange picture. At first, the blessings of being poor, 
mourning, and hungering and thirsting for righteousness 
may seem bizarre or, worse, a religious delusion. Who 
wants to look like that?  But if we look again, we begin to see 
the characteristics of Jesus’ form. He becomes poor and fills 
it with his riches for us, he weeps and mourns for us, and 
fills it with his joy, he hungers and thirsts for us to be 
righteous, and so satisfies us. And so on. It’s the way he 
appears on the cross.  
 
Perhaps we should put on our bedroom room walls the 
words of the beatitudes next to a crucifix of the Lord Jesus. 
Then we can do what the beatitudes are designed for, to 
gaze at the joy, wisdom, beauty, and strength of the one 
who is our origin, and who is with us every day. And little by 
little, we’ll start to look like him. 

· Father John Muir  ©LPi 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
God sees the loving things you do. When you show kind-
ness to others, especially when they don't deserve it, your 
kindness will come back to you. When you see others 
fighting, and you help them get along, you show that you 
are God's child. When you are gentle, not bossy, you make 
God smile. Even when it is hard, keep on doing what's 
right. One day in heaven God will reward you for the good 
choices you make. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me love other people the way you want me 
to. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself helping a child who was mean to 
you. 
 

Mission for the Week 
God loves peacemakers. The next time you are tempted to 
argue with someone, think of ways to get along instead. 


