
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Please see the inserted Financial Statement for 
December, 2022. 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

If you are a registered parishioner who utilizes 
the parish envelope system or the online giving 
option and would like a copy of your total 

contributions for 2022 please call the collaborative office at 
781-843-1332. In accordance with federal regulations 
contribution statements have been mailed to any parishioner 
who has made a single contribution of $250 or more. If you 
do not currently utilize the parish envelope or EFT/online 
giving system, but would like to; or if you have any questions 
regarding your statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in 
the collaborative office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As [Jesus] was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 

He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men." - Mt 4:18-19 

 

Readings for the week of January 22, 2023 

Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1,4, 13-14 (1a)/ 

 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or  

 4:12-17  

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 

 5-6/Mk 3:22-30  

Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 708a, 10, 

 11/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/ 

 Ps 117:1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18  

Thursday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5/12/Ps 132:1-2, 

 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25 

Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24,  

 39-40/Mk 4:26-34  

Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72,  

 73-75/Mk 4:35-41 

Next Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 

 (Matthew 5:3)/1 Cor 1:26-31/ 

 Mt 5:1-12a 

 
 
 
 

Beginning Saturday February 4th at 9:00 A.M. we will begin a 
deep dive into the Gospel of Matthew. We will delve into 
many aspects of this important work and break open its 
meaning so as to increase our understanding and our faith. 
Until we know approximately how many people will attend 
the exact location is still to be determined.  
  

All you will need is a bible that you don’t mind marking up 
and a pencil or pen and a pad for taking notes. 
  

Please email deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com to enroll. Please 
put “bible study” in the subject line and include your full 
name and phone.  

Saturday, January 21, 2022   

5:30PM Joan Ridge 1st Anniv. 

Sunday, January 22, 2023  

9:00AM Frances & Ronald O’Brien and 
Mary Ferrazzi 

Memorial 
1st. Anniv. 

11:30AM Nancy Jordan Anniversary 

Monday, January 23, 2023 

7:00AM Unborn Children  

Tuesday, January 24, 2023  

7:00AM Andrew Lund Anniversary 

Wednesday, January 25, 2023  

7:00AM Special Intention  

Thursday, January 26, 2023  

7:00AM Susan Reilly Memorial 

Friday, January 27, 2023  

7:00AM Patricia Woods Anniversary 

Saturday, January 28, 2023  

5:30PM David Ringius Memorial 

Sunday, January 29, 2023  

9:00AM Joseph Santoro 1st Anniv. 

11:30AM Daniel Barselou Memorial 

mailto:deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com


 

 

  
 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
In writing his Gospel Matthew is careful to lay out just who 
Jesus is. He starts his story not with an attention-grabbing 
scene but with the Lord’s genealogy. Ho-Hum. Without 
getting into too much detail, the point of a listing of these 
relatives of Jesus was to proclaim Jesus as the long-awaited 
successor to King David. (Ask me if you want more detail on 
that.) Jesus was the expected King and Messiah.  He was 
the one that was supposed to rise up and defeat their enemy 
and oppressor – Rome. 
  

If this were the case one would think that Jesus would have 
immediately gone out and recruited an army, but that’s not 
what happened. Instead, he went out into the desert to do 
battle with a greater enemy. An enemy more dangerous than 
even the Romans – the Devil himself.     
  

Jesus went into the desert for forty days and at the end of 
that time when Jesus was most tired and vulnerable then 
Satan comes calling.  Jesus is faced with the same tests that 
Israel faced while wandering the desert for forty years.  The 
first of these was hunger, for which God provided Mana to 
eat. Then instead of trusting God’s providence they panicked 
over water and tested God’s patience instead of trusting 
God.  Finally, they fell and worshiped a false god – the 
golden calf. 
  

In all of his own temptations, Jesus conquered where Israel 
had failed. The new Messiah and King had won his first 
victory over the real enemy. 
  

By the time Jesus came out of the desert, John was 
imprisoned. Today’s Gospel uses the word “arrested.“ Other 
translations say John was “handed over.”  It seems a subtle 
difference but later in the Gospel that phrase “handed over” 
would show up again – this time in reference to Jesus. A bit 
of foreshadowing on Matthew’s part. 
  

It was upon hearing of John’s arrest that moves Jesus 
toward Capernaum where, like John, he would preach 
repentance. Indeed, it seems that Jesus was picking up 
where John had left off – preaching truth in the face of 
opposition. There is one difference though.  Where John had 
preached repentance, Jesus preached repentance because 
the Kingdom was at hand. Christ’s coming had begun the 
new Kingdom of God. 
 

Now Jesus is ready to build his “army” and he begins by 
calling out four ordinary men from their ordinary lives with 
their ordinary jobs. They were given the grace to give up 
everything to follow him. 

The gospel tells us that Peter and Andrew left their nets 
behind. It’s an interesting detail to include. 
  

If we think of how fishing nets are used, what they do, and 
what happens in them, we might find a message for our own 
lives. These nets were dragged along the bottom of the sea 
with the hope that fish would be caught up in them. And all 
kinds of things would be caught in the nets, not just fish but 
all kinds of foul, useless, diseased, and disgusting things. 
  

Now, if you’ve ever had a fish tank you know what’s at the 
bottom; it’s where the dung falls and you know what the 
bottom dwellers eat. Everything in the net was either dead, 
going to die, something useless or something you didn’t 
necessarily want to touch.  
  

We’re all carrying these nets around us with, filled with all 
the stuff that weighs us down. They’re too heavy. We can 
barely move ahead. We’ve been trolling the bottom with 
them our whole lives. 
  

They’re filled with our own sinfulness; our selfishness; our 
addictions and compulsions; their filled with our anger and 
resentments; our grief and losses; they’re filled with the 
abuses and violence we’ve lived through but Jesus calls to 
us “come follow Me, abandon your nets, live a different kind 
of life. You don’t have to carry that burden” 
  

Saying yes to Christ demands that we change. Not in the 
sense that we are coerced or forced kicking and screaming 
into something we don’t want to do. WE aren’t asked to do 
something that’s not natural to us, after all the Apostles were 
still going to fish. When called by Christ we change in the 
sense that pregnancy demands birth or that a young couples 
love for each other calls them to marriage. We change into 
what God made us to be. 
  

When we change, when we repent when we turn around, - 
our actions will show it. Not so that God will know we 
changed (he knows our hearts) but so that others will notice 
and might by our actions feel called to repentance and faith 
and freedom. In turn, their new way of living will impress 
others as well so that they too will come to the light until 
Christ has reached every dark corner of our world – and IT is 
changed. 
  

“You are the light of the world.  Let your light shine before 
all, that they may see the good that you do and give glory to 
God.” (Mt 5:14-16) 
  

It’s all about that: Repentance leads us to faith and faith 
leads us to give glory to God. 
ASK DEACON JOE—Send me your questions about faith, 
Church Teaching, Scripture or any other Church related 
topic and I’ll do my best to answer them in a future 
column.  Send you queries to askdeaconjoe@gmail.com.  

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

mailto:askdeaconjoe@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Margaret Grondell 
George Picewick 
Joana Baptista 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Clare 
Blake Elizabeth Corso 

 
 
 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

January 22 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, we find that Jesus “… went 
around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing 

every disease and illness among the people.”  This month, 
through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
was able to proclaim the good news of the kingdom to 
the  poor, by assisting families, providing food, and  
assistance with utility and rent bills. 
 

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Regular Classes resume this week, (January 22, 24 and 
26) for Grades 1-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 9-10 
Classes meet this week (Sunday, January 22nd). 
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baby Care Collection for Friends of the Unborn. 
The Braintree Knights of Columbus will be collecting Baby 
Care items on NEXT weekend (January 28th and 29th) at all 
Masses at Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Clare Parishes. 
 

There will be a designated area at the front of each 
sanctuary for items to be placed. 
 

Although all baby care items are most graciously received, 
the following items are noted as being particularly needed. 
Diaper sizes 3, 4 and 5. Newborn clothes, Vaseline, 
Aquaphor and backpack diaper bags. 
 

For the moms there is a need for standard twin size 
pillowcases. For general supplies for the Friends of the 
Unborn Maternity Care shelter, there is always a need for TP 
and paper towels. Monetary donations are also welcome.    
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus will pray the Rosary on 
the 5th Sunday January 29th at Saint Francis of Assisi, 
after the 11:30AM mass in the sanctuary. All are welcome.  
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 next 
meeting is scheduled for THIS Tuesday, February 14, 2023. 

JANUARY 22, 2023 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

January 22 ~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today’s readings are filled with inspiration and instruction 
and offers us great words of encouragement!    Isaiah 
reminds us that we no longer walk in darkness.  For us, the 
‘great light’ he speaks of is Jesus Christ.  In the second 
reading, Saint Paul urges the community to “be united in the 
same mind and in the same purpose” and “let there be no 
division among you.”  In the gospel, Jesus invites the first 
Apostles: “"Come after me, and I will make you fishers of 
men."  Do you see yourself as a fisher of men/women?  Is 
God inviting you to bring his light, his peace and 
reconciliation to a difficult relationship or situation?  Take 
God’s word with you. . . let it grow! 
 

CURSILLO An opportunity to deepen your faith | The 
Boston Cursillo Movement | www.bostoncursillo.org 
The Cursillo is a “little course in Christianity” that begins on a 
Thursday evening and concludes Sunday afternoon. Each 
Cursillo is an encounter with Christ in a small community of 
the Church, in order that Christ’s love and grace can be 
brought to every aspect of life.  Fr Bill Murphy and Mary Ann 
McLaughlin will be the Spiritual Directors of upcoming 
weekends.  
The Boston Cursillo Weekends will be held at The Notre 
Dame Spirituality Center 30 Jeffrey’s Neck Rd, Ipswich MA 
01938. For more information call: Chris Graf 617-332-5548      

The dates for the Cursillo Weekends are: 
Women’s Weekend         February 9 – 12, 2023 

Men’s Weekend              March 23 -26, 2023 
 

“In the Arms of the Shepherd: A Morning of Reflection” - 
The Family Life team invites all those impacted by divorce or 
separation to attend “In the Arms of the Shepherd: A 
Morning of Reflection” on Saturday, March 4th at the 
Pastoral Center, Braintree from 8:30AM-12:30PM. Mother 
Olga, founder of the Daughters of Mary of Nazareth order will 
offer the keynote; Irina Robinson, dir. of Family & Respect 
Life in the Fall River Diocese is the lay witness speaker. 
Adoration, Confession, Mass, small-group sharing and a light 
breakfast are included. To register, please visit https://bit.ly/
INHISARMS or email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org for more 
information. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a variety of 
in-person and virtual marriage experiences, some on 
weekends and some on seven weekdays. Couples will 
explore their relationship with each other, God, and the 
Church.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny 
Vatelle at 978-870-5646 or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUINCY CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Amazing things are happening at Quincy Catholic Academy 
and we want to share the good news with you! QCA serves 
students from Preschool (3 years. old) through Grade 8. At 
every stage in the child’s development, the Academy 
provides a top-quality, well-rounded, engaging education in a 
faith-based, family-centered environment. If you are seeking 
an exceptional educational experience, we invite you to 
“DISCOVER the JOY at QCA”! 
 

Quincy Catholic Academy will be opening its doors for visitors 
interested in learning more about our school, please join us at 
our upcoming OPEN HOUSE on Wednesday, February 8, 
2023 from Information Gathering in the gym, followed by a 
tour of the school and a chance to meet our dedicated 
teachers and amazing students in action. 
 

Additional Shadow Days and tours will be available every 
Wednesday. Contact the school office for more information at 
617-328-3830. Come … and Discover the JOY at QCA! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Safety Policy 
Large bags and/or backpacks may be 
searched by the ushers upon entry to 
the church. 
  

Also as a safety precaution women are reminded not leave 
their handbags in the bench when going up for Communion. 

https://bit.ly/INHISARMS
https://bit.ly/INHISARMS
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org


 

 

January 22, 2023 - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
When I was a young seminarian, I asked a wise old priest 
how to pray better. He said simply, “Don’t lie when you 
pray.” He helped me to see how much energy I waste in 
trying to appear acceptable to God when I pray. For me, 
prayer was showing off for God and hiding what was ugly.  
 

It’s stunning that the Gospel of Matthew tells us of Jesus, 
“He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the 
sea, in the region of Zebulon and Naphtali…” This isn’t 
just the Lord’s relocation up north. It’s his moving into places 
of shame and defeat. This region was where the enemy 
invasion of Israel began centuries before. Jesus left the 
comfortable confines of Nazareth and sought out a place of 
darkness, not to bring shame, but to announce the dawning 
of his light. 
  

When we pray, we usually prefer Jesus to stay put in our 
little Nazareths — where we feel comfortable, successful, 
and in control. But he moves. He re-locates into the 
Zebulons and Naphtalis of our shame, embarrassment, fear, 
and sense of being defeated. The question for us is: will we 
allow him to take up residence in those places in our prayer 
time? Will we talk to him honestly about our places of 
darkness? If we do, we’re no longer lying when we pray. 

— Father John Muir  ©LPi 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Today's Gospel talks about people living in darkness. When 
you think about darkness, you may also think about stum-
bling, falling, or even being afraid. That's what your life 
could be like without God. You could stumble around trying 
to find love or happiness, but without God you will only fall. 
Jesus brings light into a dark, unhappy world. With Jesus, 
you no longer need to fall, and you don't need to be afraid. 
God loves you. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you that with Jesus I don't need to be 
afraid. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus bringing light and love into a dark 
world. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Sing the song, "This Little Light of Mine." 


