
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at 
www.braintreecatholic.org.  Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of  the priests or bring it to 
the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-848-7481 

 For Grades 2 and 10 Only 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

Help for the Poor: 

 Holy Name Society:  

 (Suspended due to  Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     St. Francis Parish Hall (as of 12/14/22)                

     Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

Grades 1-6 

Information can be found on the 

Collaborative website—

www.braintreecatholic.org. 
 

Classes next meet January 8, 10 and 12, 2023.   
 

Grade 9-10 

No Classes this Week. Classes resume January 8, 2023 

Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 

Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 

Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass 
 

 
 

 

 

Every Christmas, all parish collections benefit the Clergy 

Trust. Please see below for a short testimonial from senior 

priest, Fr. John Mulloy, to hear his perspective on how im-

portant the Clergy Trust is to the health and well-being of 

priests throughout the Archdiocese.  
 

Since the day of my ordination more than 50 years ago, I 

have been grateful that God called me to the priesthood. 

Being committed to serving others’ needs as a living sacra-

ment of God’s presence is a distinct privilege. However, it 

often leaves very little time for self-care. For myself and 

the more than 500 other active and senior diocesan priests, 

self-care is made easier and has become more natural 

thanks to the support of the Clergy Trust. 
 

This support was made very clear to me years ago when, 

while skiing out of state, I had a heart event. All the care I 

received was covered by the Clergy Trust. What a relief! 

Now, as an aging senior priest facing increasing health 

challenges, I have moved into the Regina Cleri Residence 

in Boston. This community has given me more joy and 

provided me with more peace of mind than I ever could 

have imagined.  
 

Operating Regina Cleri is just one of the three programs 

that the Clergy Trust provides to priests in good standing. 

The Dedicated Care Team is available anytime for 

healthcare or wellness guidance and support, and the Inten-

tional Living Program provides resources, seminars, and 

communications to help us maintain our health.  
 

From ordination to the moment we are called home to 

God, the Clergy Trust cares for us. Your generosity to the 

parish collection this Christmas will allow the Clergy Trust 

to continue carrying out its mission so that we can contin-

ue carrying out our mission to serve Christ and you. On 

behalf of my brothers in Christ, thank you. May God bless 

your generous hearts. Please have a blessed Christmas. 

From the  
Clergy and Staff of  

St. Clare and  
St. Francis of Assisi 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          December 24, 2022 
88:00AM Thanksgiving for Healing 

4:00PM            Merry  

6:00PM        Christmas 

Sunday             December 25, 2022    

7:45AM        Joy to the 
10:15AM          World 
6:00PM The Lord Is Come 
Saturday          December 31, 2022 

8:00AM Maureen Mahoney Turcotte 4th Anniv. 

4:00PM Nicholas P. DeMarco Memorial 

Sunday             January 1, 2023    

7:45AM Doran & Kelley Family Memorial 

10:15AM Lois Carr 2nd Anniv.  
6:00PM Margaret Preston 5th Anniv. 

 Jack Fraser 5th Anniv. 
 

The Sanctuary light for the week of December 24—30 

will burn in loving memory of the Horan and Joyce Family. 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to 

simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the 

collaborative office or visit our web site. 
 

 

 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Edmund Bregoli 

Virginia Ward 

Esther G. Leary 
 

Archdiocese of Boston 

Fr. Jacques A. McGuffie 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  

 
 

Christmas Masses - 2022 
Saturday, December 24  

St. Clare  4PM & 6PM 

St. Francis  4M and 11PM 
  

Sunday, December 25  

St. Clare   7:45, 10:15AM & 6PM 

St. Francis of Assisi   9:00AM and 11:30AM 
 

Confessions - 2022 
Sunday, December 25  
 St. Francis of Assisi 12:30PM  

 St. Clare 5:00 – 7:00PM 



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS) SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022
  

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 

“In the beginning…” These three simple words mark the 

beginning of the book of Genesis and the entirety of the 

Sacred Scriptures. They open the door for into the Creation 

Story as told by the ancient Hebrew people. It isn’t so 

much science as it is theology. Many cultures have these 

stories but typically the world was created by the refuse 

that was left after various gods got done waring with each 

other. 
  

Genesis is different. There was nothing and when God 

spoke things were created.  “God said: ‘Let there be light,’ 

and there was light.”  (Gen. 1:3) God spoke and the uni-

verse was created by the Word that came forth and it was 

perfect. “God looked at everything he had made and found 

it very good.” (Gen. 1:31) Then Adam and Eve messed it 

all up with the first, original sin.  Not only was their own 

relationship with God broken but all of creation along with 

it. One sin would lead to another and another until it 

seemed nothing could save us. We needed a savior. 
  

When we go to Mass on Christmas, the Church, in its wis-

dom, offers us different Gospels depending on which Mass 

is celebrated. At the vigil we read the beginning of Mat-

thew’s Gospel that includes the rather lengthy genealogy 

of Jesus and the Angel’s appearance to Joseph which we 

heard last week. Mass during the night offers us the birth 

narrative as in Luke’s Gospel. At dawn on Christmas 

morning, we hear from Luke again as he tells us about the 

Shepherds who went to the manger. 
  

Mass during the day gives us something entirely different. 

It’s not the Christmas story we have come to anticipate.  In 

fact, many priests choose to use the readings from one of 

the other Masses because they feel it tells the Christmas 

story people expect and desire. 
  

Personally, I love the reading we get during the day.  It 

comes from John’s gospel. Imagine this, it starts with those 

same three words that we find in Genesis. “In the begin-

ning.” John’s Gospel tells us something about Jesus. It re-

veals, in a beautiful and poetic way, that He existed from 

all eternity as God’s eternal Word. 

 

“Underneath the English term Word is the Greek 

term Logos. The term logos means the “reason,” the 

“account of something,” or the “ordering principle of a 

thing.” If Socrates is seeking to understand justice, then he 

is seeking the logos of justice. Aristotle will use logos to 

mean an appeal to the intellect—to make an argument by 

demonstrating the reason of a thing. Here, St. John us-

es Logos to describe the Second Person of the Blessed 

Trinity. The Logos is the account of all things, the ordering 

principle of all creation. It is this Logos through which all 

reality was ordered and made. It is this Logos that becomes 

incarnate.”  (https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-

edition/the-new-testament-as-genesis-retold) 
  

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came to be through him, 

and without him nothing came to be. (Jn 1:1-3) 
  

All of this suggests a “new” creation.  Jesus is the “new” 

Adam, the man who would remain sinless. 
  

In Genesis God says “let there be light.” And in John we 

discover that Jesus is that light, a light that darkness cannot 

overcome. (Jn 1:5) 
  

In John’s (new) creation story he parallels the seven days of 

creation of Genesis.  This time, not by telling us which day 

it is but by simply saying “the next day.” 
  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. 

He was in the world, 

and the world came to be through him, 

but the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, 

but his own people did not accept him. 

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become 

children of God, to those who believe in his name, 

who were born not by natural generation nor by human 

choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. (Jn 1:9-13) 
  

 In Christ we are now children of God, not of Adam and as 

in Genesis this new creation is not our own choice but a gift 

from God. 
  

And in the very next verse John tells us of Christ’s 

birth.  He does so not with story of Bethlehem or Mary and 

Joseph or Shepherds or Magi. But in this beautiful verse 

that tells it all: 
  

And the Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us, 

and we saw his glory, 

the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth. (Jn 1:14) 
  

Regardless of which Mass you attend on Christmas and 

what Gospel you might hear, I’d like to suggest that, when 

some quiet time finally comes at the end of the day, we sit, 

ask God to open our hearts and let him speak to us as we 

read and reflect on that first Chapter of John.  Let Jesus, the 

Word made flesh, dwell not only among us but in our 

hearts. Have a blessed and Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/the-new-testament-as-genesis-retold
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/the-new-testament-as-genesis-retold

