
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at 
www.braintreecatholic.org.  Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of  the priests or bring it to 
the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-848-7481 

 For Grades 2 and 10 Only 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

Help for the Poor: 

 Holy Name Society:  

 (Suspended due to  Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     St. Francis Parish Hall (as of 12/14/22)                

     Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

Grades 1-6 

Information can be found on the 

Collaborative website—

www.braintreecatholic.org. 
 

Classes meet this week (December 18, 20 and 22).   
 

Grade 9-10 

No Classes this Week. Classes resume January 8, 2023 

Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 

Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 

Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Christmas Masses - 2022 

Saturday, December 24   

St. Clare    4:00PM and 6:00PM 

St. Francis of Assisi 4:00PM and 11:00PM 
  

Sunday, December 25  

St. Clare   7:45AM, 10:15AM and 

6PM 

St. Francis of Assisi   9:00AM and 11:30AM 
 

Confessions - 2022 
Saturday, December 17  

 St. Clare 8:00-9:30AM and 5:00PM 

 St. Francis 12:00 – 2:00PM & 6-7PM 
 

Sunday, December 18  

 St. Clare 11:15AM and 5-7PM 

 St. Francis of Assisi   12:30PM 
 

Monday, December 19  

 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM and 6:00-9:30PM 
 

Tuesday, December 20  

 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM 

 St. Clare 3:30 – 5:30PM 
  

Wednesday, December 21  

 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM  
 

Thursday, December 22  

 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM 

 St. Clare 5:00- 7:00PM 
  

Friday, December 23  

 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM 
  

Saturday, December 24  

 St. Clare 7:00 – 9:30AM 

 St. Francis of Assisi 12:00 – 2:00PM 
 

Sunday, December 25  
 St. Francis of Assisi 12:30PM  

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          December 17, 2022 
8:00AM Daniel Crimmins Memorial 

4:00PM William R. Moore 31st Anniv. 

 Therese M. Moore 23rd Anniv. 

 Mark J. Moore 24th Anniv. 

Sunday             December 18, 2022    

7:45AM Clare Cavanaugh and 5th Anniv. 

 Deceased Members of  

 the Hamrock Family 

10:15AM Patricia Roche Anniversary 

6:00PM Martha Byron 13th Anniv. 

Saturday          December 24, 2022 

8:00AM Thanksgiving for Healing 

4:00PM            Merry  

6:00PM        Christmas 

Sunday             December , 2022    

7:45AM        Joy to the 
10:15AM          World 
6:00PM The Lord Is Come 
 

The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for 

the week of December 17–23 have been donated in loving 

memory of Arthur Gillis.  The Sanctuary light will burn 

in loving memory of John F. Avery. 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to 

simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the 

collaborative office or visit our web site. 
 

Advent Rosary Evenings… 
continue Mondays, December 

12, and 19 at 6:45PM in St. 

Francis of Assisi Church.  We 

hope you’ll consider making 

this time a new holiday tradition—for yourself or with 

family and friends. 
 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS weekend, 

December 17-18.  Thank you to everyone who so faithfully 

supports our pantry  We are grateful for anything you wish 

to donate.  Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the 

St. Francis of Assisi rectory during normal business hours 

(Monday through Friday 9-4).  

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

John Hawe 

Mary E. McGee 

Marilyn McGourty 

                                              Antonino Parlavecchio 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022
  

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 

 

Today, if someone were to mention betrothal, we would 

immediately think “engagement.” That’s what the term has 

come to mean. However, in first century Judaism it was 

something else altogether. Betrothal at that time was a le-

gal marriage. The custom was different then. There was a 

period in which the bride and groom would live apart, typi-

cally with their family of origin. 
  

Now, imagine Mary, who isn’t yet living with Joseph, 

needing to explain how she became pregnant. In that socie-

ty it was a crime to be pregnant outside of wedlock, so it 

was a big risk to her. She could have been stoned to death. 

I’m sure her explanation didn’t seem plausible to Joseph. 

But the angel told her not to be afraid. 
  

Joseph, of course, didn’t want Mary to come to any harm 

and decided to divorce her on the QT. This is when Joseph 

got his own message from an angel, this time in a dream. 

What did that angel say? “Joseph do not be afraid to take 

Mary your wife into your home.” Don’t be afraid. And so, 

he wasn’t. Mary was not afraid, and Joseph was not afraid 

either and the rest as they say is history (or His story) be-

cause they trusted God. 
  

Do we have fears? Of course, we do but do we trust in God 

with it? We fear war, commitment, disease, death, we have 

fear of this and fear of that. Sometimes we get so fearful 

that it is crippling.  Literally, some people can’t leave their 

homes because they are so afraid. 
  

Do you know how many times Scripture tells us not to be 

afraid or some variation of that? I googled it. There are at 

least 365 citations for this. One for every day of the year. 

Literally God is telling us every day not to be afraid. But 

do we trust God enough to let go of it? Even our currency 

states “In God we trust.” I doubt most of us really do but 

we should. 
  

Saint Paul tells us: 

God has not given us a spirit of fear 

But of power, love, and a sound mind. 

(2 Timothy 4:7) 
  

Let’s tell all those things that frighten us or threaten to de-

stroy our peace and tranquility this Christmas season, that 

“in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loves us.”  (Romans 8:37) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Christmas, all parish collections benefit the Clergy 

Trust. Please see below for a short testimonial from senior 

priest, Fr. John Mulloy, to hear his perspective on how im-

portant the Clergy Trust is to the health and well-being of 

priests throughout the Archdiocese.  
 

Since the day of my ordination more than 50 years ago, I 

have been grateful that God called me to the priesthood. 

Being committed to serving others’ needs as a living sacra-

ment of God’s presence is a distinct privilege. However, it 

often leaves very little time for self-care. For myself and the 

more than 500 other active and senior diocesan priests, self-

care is made easier and has become more natural thanks to 

the support of the Clergy Trust. 
 

This support was made very clear to me years ago when, 

while skiing out of state, I had a heart event. All the care I 

received was covered by the Clergy Trust. What a relief! 

Now, as an aging senior priest facing increasing health 

challenges, I have moved into the Regina Cleri Residence 

in Boston. This community has given me more joy and pro-

vided me with more peace of mind than I ever could have 

imagined.  
 

Operating Regina Cleri is just one of the three programs 

that the Clergy Trust provides to priests in good standing. 

The Dedicated Care Team is available anytime for 

healthcare or wellness guidance and support, and the Inten-

tional Living Program provides resources, seminars, and 

communications to help us maintain our health.  
 

From ordination to the moment we are called home to God, 

the Clergy Trust cares for us. Your generosity to the parish 

collection this Christmas will allow the Clergy Trust to con-

tinue carrying out its mission so that we can continue carry-

ing out our mission to serve Christ and you. On behalf of 

my brothers in Christ, thank you. May God bless your gen-

erous hearts. Please have a blessed Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

All-powerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our 

earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of 

your plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice 

which announces his glory and open our minds to receive 

the Spirit who prepares us for his coming. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

Author Unknown  


