
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From The  
Clergy And Staff of 

St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people. For today in the city of David a savior has 
been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will 

be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." - Lk 2:10-12 

 

Readings for the week of December 25, 2022 
Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 

 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 

 1:18-25  

 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 

 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  

 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/ 

 Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/ 

 Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/ 

 Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 

 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22  

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/ 

 Jn 20:1a, 2-8  

Wednesday 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/ 

 Mt 2:13-18  

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/ 

 Lk 2:22-35  

Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or  

 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 

 19-23   

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/ 

 Jn 1:1-18  

Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/ 

 Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2022   

4 & 11PM Merry Christmas  

Sunday, December 25, 2022  

9:00AM Joy To The World  

11:30AM The Lord Is Come  

Monday, December 26, 2022 

7:00AM Edward O’Leary 7th Anniv. 

Tuesday, December 27, 2022  

7:00AM Stephen Pollock 10th Anniv. 

Wednesday, December 28, 2022  

7:00AM Jamie O’Hare Memorial 

Thursday, December 29, 2022  

7:00AM Spec. Intention (Living)  

Friday, December 30, 2022  

7:00AM Jesse Nowak Memorial 

Saturday, December 31, 2022  

5:30PM Janet Melichonda Memorial 

Sunday, January 1, 2023  

9:00AM John B. Passalacqua Anniversary 

11:30AM Dorothy McKinley Anniversary 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

“In the beginning…” These three simple words mark the 
beginning of the book of Genesis and the entirety of the 
Sacred Scriptures. They open the door for into the Creation 
Story as told by the ancient Hebrew people. It isn’t so much 
science as it is theology. Many cultures have these stories 
but typically the world was created by the refuse that was left 
after various gods got done waring with each other. 
  

Genesis is different. There was nothing and when God 
spoke things were created.  “God said: ‘Let there be light,’ 
and there was light.”  (Gen. 1:3) God spoke and the universe 
was created by the Word that came forth and it was perfect. 
“God looked at everything he had made and found it very 
good.” (Gen. 1:31) Then Adam and Eve messed it all up with 
the first, original sin.  Not only was their own relationship with 
God broken but all of creation along with it. One sin would 
lead to another and another until it seemed nothing could 
save us. We needed a savior. 
  

When we go to Mass on Christmas, the Church, in its 
wisdom, offers us different Gospels depending on which 
Mass is celebrated. At the vigil we read the beginning of 
Matthew’s Gospel that includes the rather lengthy genealogy 
of Jesus and the Angel’s appearance to Joseph which we 
heard last week. Mass during the night offers us the birth 
narrative as in Luke’s Gospel. At dawn on Christmas 
morning, we hear from Luke again as he tells us about the 
Shepherds who went to the manger. 
  

Mass during the day gives us something entirely different. 
It’s not the Christmas story we have come to anticipate.  In 
fact, many priests choose to use the readings from one of 
the other Masses because they feel it tells the Christmas 
story people expect and desire. 
  

Personally, I love the reading we get during the day.  It 
comes from John’s gospel. Imagine this, it starts with those 
same three words that we find in Genesis. “In the beginning.” 
John’s Gospel tells us something about Jesus. It reveals, in 
a beautiful and poetic way, that He existed from all eternity 
as God’s eternal Word. 
 

Underneath the English term Word is the Greek term Logos. 
The term logos means the “reason,” the “account of 
something,” or the “ordering principle of a thing.” If Socrates 
is seeking to understand justice, then he is seeking 
the logos of justice. Aristotle will use logos to mean an 
appeal to the intellect—to make an argument by 
demonstrating the reason of a thing. Here, St. John 
uses Logos to describe the Second Person of the Blessed 

Trinity. The Logos is the account of all things, the ordering 
principle of all creation. It is this Logos through which all 
reality was ordered and made. It is this Logos that becomes 
incarnate.”  (https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-
edition/the-new-testament-as-genesis-retold) 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, 

and without him nothing came to be. (Jn 1:13) 
  

All of this suggests a “new” creation.  Jesus is the “new” 
Adam, the man who would remain sinless. 
  

In Genesis God says “let there be light.” And in John we 
discover that Jesus is that light, a light that darkness cannot 
overcome. (Jn 1:5) 
  

In John’s (new) creation story he parallels the seven days of 
creation of Genesis.  This time, not by telling us which day it 
is but by simply saying “the next day.” 
  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 

He was in the world, 
and the world came to be through him, 

but the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, 

but his own people did not accept him. 
But to those who did accept him he gave power to become 

children of God, to those who believe in his name, 
who were born not by natural generation nor by human 
choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. (Jn 1:9-13) 

   

In Christ we are now children of God, not of Adam and as in 
Genesis this new creation is not our own choice but a gift 
from God. 
  

And in the very next verse John tells us of Christ’s birth.  He 
does so not with story of Bethlehem or Mary and Joseph or 
Shepherds or Magi. But in this beautiful verse that tells it all: 
  

And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 

and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth. (Jn 1:14) 
  

Regardless of which Mass you attend on Christmas and 
what Gospel you might hear, I’d like to suggest that, when 
some quiet time finally comes at the end of the day, we sit, 
ask God to open our hearts and let him speak to us as we 
read and reflect on that first Chapter of John.  Let Jesus, the 
Word made flesh, dwell not only among us but in our hearts. 
Have a blessed and Merry Christmas! 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS) 

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/the-new-testament-as-genesis-retold
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/the-new-testament-as-genesis-retold


 

 

 December 25: Christmas Day  
Today we celebrate the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, hearing the words of the angel, 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy”. Today and 
throughout the new year, may we take care of 

our suffering brothers and sisters, bringing hope, not fear. 
In the month of December, through your gifts, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul brought the spirit of 
Christmas to those who are suffering, by assisting 
families, providing in food, gifts for children, and 
assistance with utility and rent bills.  
 

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Brielle Alice Little 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Edmund Bregoli 
Virginia Ward 

Esther G. Leary 
 

Archdiocese of Boston 
Fr. Jacques A. McGuffie 

  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Classes next meet January 8, 10 and 12, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
No Classes this week.  Classes resume Sunday, January 
8, 2023. 
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 

from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 meets the 
second Tuesday of each month in St. Francis of Assisi 
Church Hall at 7:00PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
January 10, 2023 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

December 25 ~ The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Throughout Advent, the scriptures were preparing us for the 
celebration of Christmas. In the letter to the Hebrews, this 
truth is made abundantly clear – “In times past, God spoke in 
partial and various ways to our ancestors through the 
prophets; in these last days, he has spoken to us through the 
Son.”  So today, whether you attend the vigil Mass or a Mass 
on Christmas Day, proclaim the message with resounding joy 
~  “Today, a savior has been born for you who is Christ and 
Lord.”   May your celebrations this Christmas reflect your 
gratitude for the gift you have received in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. 
 
 
 

Every Christmas, all parish collections benefit the Clergy 
Trust. Please see below for a short testimonial from senior 
priest, Fr. John Mulloy, to hear his perspective on how 
important the Clergy Trust is to the health and well-being of 
priests throughout the Archdiocese.  
 

Since the day of my ordination more than 50 years ago, I 
have been grateful that God called me to the priesthood. 
Being committed to serving others’ needs as a living 
sacrament of God’s presence is a distinct privilege. 
However, it often leaves very little time for self-care. For 
myself and the more than 500 other active and senior 
diocesan priests, self-care is made easier and has become 
more natural thanks to the support of the Clergy Trust. 
 

This support was made very clear to me years ago when, 
while skiing out of state, I had a heart event. All the care I 
received was covered by the Clergy Trust. What a relief! 
Now, as an aging senior priest facing increasing health 
challenges, I have moved into the Regina Cleri Residence in 
Boston. This community has given me more joy and 
provided me with more peace of mind than I ever could have 
imagined.  
 

Operating Regina Cleri is just one of the three programs that 
the Clergy Trust provides to priests in good standing. The 
Dedicated Care Team is available anytime for healthcare or 
wellness guidance and support, and the Intentional Living 
Program provides resources, seminars, and communications 
to help us maintain our health.  
 

From ordination to the moment we are called home to God, 
the Clergy Trust cares for us. Your generosity to the parish 
collection this Christmas will allow the Clergy Trust to 
continue carrying out its mission so that we can continue 
carrying out our mission to serve Christ and you. On behalf 
of my brothers in Christ, thank you. May God bless your 

generous hearts. Please have a blessed Christmas. 

CURSILLO An opportunity to deepen your faith | The 
Boston Cursillo Movement | www.bostoncursillo.org 
The Cursillo is a “little course in Christianity” that begins on a 
Thursday evening and concludes Sunday afternoon. Each 
Cursillo is an encounter with Christ in a small community of 
the Church, in order that Christ’s love and grace can be 
brought to every aspect of life.  Fr Bill Murphy and Mary Ann 
McLaughlin will be the Spiritual Directors of upcoming 
weekends.  
The Boston Cursillo Weekends will be held at The Notre 
Dame Spirituality Center 30 Jeffrey’s Neck Rd, Ipswich MA 
01938. For more information call: Chris Graf 617-332-5548      

The dates for the Cursillo Weekends are: 
Women’s Weekend         February 9 – 12, 2023 

Men’s Weekend              March 23 -26, 2023 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a variety of in-
person and virtual marriage experiences, some on weekends 
and some on seven weekdays. Couples will explore their 
relationship with each other, God, and the 
Church.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 
required. For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny 
Vatelle at 978-870-5646 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.  
What better gift can you give your spouse for Christmas than 
to tell them you want to attend a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience together: 

Feb 3-5, 2023 in Huntington, NY 
Mar 10-12, 2023 in Upton, MA 

Jun 23-25, 2023 in Huntington, NY 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses - 2022 
Saturday, December 24   

St. Clare  4PM & 6PM 
St. Francis  4M and 11PM 

  
Sunday, December 25  

St. Clare   7:45, 10:15AM & 6PM 
St. Francis of Assisi   9:00AM and 11:30AM 

 
Confessions - 2022 

Sunday, December 25  
 St. Francis of Assisi 12:30PM  

 St. Clare 5:00 – 7:00PM 

https://wwmema.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 25, 2022 - The Nativity of the Lord 
As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years 
seemingly fly by as one holiday flows into the next, January 
quickly becomes December and life maintains its hectic 
pace. What do we accomplish in all of that busyness? 
Perhaps technology is responsible for some of the frenzy, 
keeping us isolated in our social media worlds, 
communicating through texts rather than in person, and 
always connected to world events. We’re over stimulated in 
many ways by information, noise, opinions, and ideologies. 
Yet, we still find the time to decorate our homes, purchase 
gifts, and plan Christmas gatherings. We know, however, 
that the true meaning of Christmas is not found in twinkling 
lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set tables or 
exchanged gifts. We are being called to something deeper 
and more authentic.  
 
Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our 
lives and not get distracted by the illusions around us. Our 
world’s complexity can leave us feeling displaced, 
desperate, alone, neglected, and unimportant. Joseph and 
Mary felt that way too. In the midst of all that captures and 
intrigues us in our self-created virtual worlds, is this longing 
for the anchor of faith to keep us grounded and make sense 
of it all. Only faith can give us the perspective to see what 
truly matters in life. We discover our divinely blessed 
humanity. The uncertain and challenging journey to 
Bethlehem gives way to the tender moments of birth and its 
embrace. Christmas softens us and slows us down a bit. It 
shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens everyone. It 
shows us the truth.  
 
The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and 
allows us to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously. 
We are never lost or alone. We need to stop and savor more 
of life’s moments before they slip away in time. God is with 
us, loving us, and leading us where we need to be. God is 
born again and again in every soul willing to give birth to His 
presence. God connects us and provides us with a place 
where we feel safe and welcome: home.  Merry Christmas!  
©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Long ago, God promised to send a Savior into the world. 
So when Jesus was finally born in Bethlehem, the angels 
praised God. The angels shared God's great news with the 
shepherds, so they could find Jesus and praise God, too. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus into the world. I 
want to praise you like the angels did. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of the angels sharing the news with some 
very surprised shepherds. 
 

Mission for the Week 
You can praise God like the angels did. Go Christmas car-
oling together as a family. Sing all of your favorite songs 
together. 


