
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Advent Rosary Evenings… concludes this Monday, 
December 19 at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.    
We hope you’ll consider making this time a new holiday 
tradition—for yourself or with family and friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through 
the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins." -  

Mt 1:20-21 
 

Readings for the week of December 18, 2022 
Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/

 Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24  

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,  

 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  

Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3,  

 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/ 

 Lk 1:46-56  

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 

 14/Lk 1:57-66  

Saturday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/ 

 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79  

Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 

 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or  

 1:18-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,  

 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  

 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/ 

 Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/ 

 Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/ 

 Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
John Hawe 

Mary E. McGee 
Marilyn McGourty 

Antonino Parlavecchio 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  

Saturday, December 17, 2022   

5:30PM Robert  Kelley Anniversary 

Sunday, December 18, 2022  

9:00AM Jake Parker Memorial 

11:30AM Michael Kane 1st Anniv. 

Monday, December 19, 2022 

7:00AM Paul Collins, Jr. Memorial 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022  

7:00AM Daniel Crimmins Memorial 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022  

7:00AM Doris Nelson & Richard Kelly Memorial 

Thursday, December 22, 2022  

7:00AM Daniel Crimmins Memorial 

Friday, December 23, 2022  

7:00AM Amanda LeBlanc Memorial 

Saturday, December 24, 2022  

4 & 11PM Merry Christmas  

Sunday, December 25, 2022  

9:00AM Joy To The World  

11:30AM The Lord Is Come  



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

 

Today, if someone were to mention betrothal, we would 
immediately think “engagement.” That’s what the term has 
come to mean. However, in first century Judaism it was 
something else altogether. Betrothal at that time was a legal 
marriage. The custom was different then. There was a 
period in which the bride and groom would live apart, 
typically with their family of origin. 
  
Now, imagine Mary, who isn’t yet living with Joseph, needing 
to explain how she became pregnant. In that society it was a 
crime to be pregnant outside of wedlock, so it was a big risk 
to her. She could have been stoned to death. I’m sure her 
explanation didn’t seem plausible to Joseph. But the angel 
told her not to be afraid. 
  
Joseph, of course, didn’t want Mary to come to any harm 
and decided to divorce her on the QT. This is when Joseph 
got his own message from an angel, this time in a dream. 
What did that angel say? “Joseph do not be afraid to take 
Mary your wife into your home.” Don’t be afraid. And so, he 
wasn’t. Mary was not afraid, and Joseph was not afraid 
either and the rest as they say is history (or His story) 
because they trusted God. 
  
Do we have fears? Of course, we do but do we trust in God 
with it? We fear war, commitment, disease, death, we have 
fear of this and fear of that. Sometimes we get so fearful that 
it is crippling.  Literally, some people can’t leave their homes 
because they are so afraid. 
  
Do you know how many times Scripture tells us not to be 
afraid or some variation of that? I googled it. There are at 
least 365 citations for this. One for every day of the year. 
Literally God is telling us every day not to be afraid. But do 
we trust God enough to let go of it? Even our currency states 
“In God we trust.” I doubt most of us really do but we should. 
  
Saint Paul tells us: 

  God has not given us a spirit of fear 
But of power, love, and a sound mind.  

(2 Timothy 4:7) 
  
Let’s tell all those things that frighten us or threaten to 
destroy our peace and tranquility this Christmas season, that 
“in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loves us.”  (Romans 8:37) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses - 2022 
Saturday, December 24   

St. Clare    4:00PM and 6:00PM 
St. Francis of Assisi 4:00PM and 11:00PM 

  

Sunday, December 25  
St. Clare   7:45AM, 10:15AM and 6PM 
St. Francis of Assisi   9:00AM and 11:30AM 

 

Confessions - 2022 
Saturday, December 17  
 St. Clare 8:00-9:30AM and 5:00PM 
 St. Francis 12:00 – 2:00PM and 6-7PM 
 

Sunday, December 18  
 St. Clare 11:15AM and 5-7PM 
 St. Francis of Assisi   12:30PM 
 

Monday, December 19  
 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM and 6:00-9:30PM 
 

Tuesday, December 20  
 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM 
 St. Clare 3:30 – 5:30PM 
  

Wednesday, December 21  
 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM  
 

Thursday, December 22  
 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM 
 St. Clare 5:00- 7:00PM 
  

Friday, December 23  
 St. Francis of Assisi 7:30AM 
  

Saturday, December 24  
 St. Clare 7:00 – 9:30AM 
 St. Francis of Assisi 12:00 – 2:00PM 

 

Sunday, December 25  
 St. Francis of Assisi 12:30PM  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

 

 December 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
In today’s Gospel, we hear that Jesus will be 
named Emmanuel, which means “God is with 
us.” The mystery of the birth of Jesus is 
supremely a mystery of love. May each 
Christmas find us more and more like him: 

more humble, more holy, more happy and more full of God.  
Your gifts to the Society of St. Vincent de P a u l 
helped those who are poor and suffering to find 
Emmanuel and they also came to know that “God is 
with us.” 

 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY 
is THIS weekend, December 17-
18.  Thank you to everyone who 
so faithfully supports our pantry  
Some of the needed items for 
this month are small bottles of 

water, peanut butter/jelly, oatmeal, soup; pasta/pasta sauce; 
toilet paper; cleaning products/sponges; laundry detergent/
fabric softener; bath soap.  However, we are grateful for 
anything you wish to donate.  If you forgot or prefer not to 
shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn 
how you can help. 
 

Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis 
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Cormac Michael Cross 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Classes meet this week, (December 18, 20 and 22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
No Classes this week.  Classes resume Sunday, January 
8, 2023. 
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 

from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 meets the 
second Tuesday of each month in St. Francis of Assisi 
Church Hall at 7:00PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
January 10, 2023 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

December 18 ~ Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Our Advent readings continue to offer us great hope: “the 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him 
Emmanuel.” This name means “God is with us.”  What an 
important truth for us to remember, especially as the world 
chases us to move faster – to do more, to shop more, to buy 
more.  It is a challenge to hold onto the hope-filled message 
of these scriptures and not let the noise of the world drown it 
out. Amid your busy schedule this week, repeat these words 
– “…they shall name him Emmanuel – which means God is 
with us.”  Take comfort. . . God is with YOU! 
 
 
 
 

Every Christmas, all parish collections benefit the Clergy 
Trust. Please see below for a short testimonial from senior 
priest, Fr. John Mulloy, to hear his perspective on how 
important the Clergy Trust is to the health and well-being of 
priests throughout the Archdiocese.  
 

Since the day of my ordination more than 50 years ago, I 
have been grateful that God called me to the priesthood. 
Being committed to serving others’ needs as a living 
sacrament of God’s presence is a distinct privilege. 
However, it often leaves very little time for self-care. For 
myself and the more than 500 other active and senior 
diocesan priests, self-care is made easier and has become 
more natural thanks to the support of the Clergy Trust. 
 

This support was made very clear to me years ago when, 
while skiing out of state, I had a heart event. All the care I 
received was covered by the Clergy Trust. What a relief! 
Now, as an aging senior priest facing increasing health 
challenges, I have moved into the Regina Cleri Residence in 
Boston. This community has given me more joy and 
provided me with more peace of mind than I ever could have 
imagined.  
 

Operating Regina Cleri is just one of the three programs that 
the Clergy Trust provides to priests in good standing. The 
Dedicated Care Team is available anytime for healthcare or 
wellness guidance and support, and the Intentional Living 
Program provides resources, seminars, and communications 
to help us maintain our health.  
 

From ordination to the moment we are called home to God, 
the Clergy Trust cares for us. Your generosity to the parish 
collection this Christmas will allow the Clergy Trust to 
continue carrying out its mission so that we can continue 
carrying out our mission to serve Christ and you. On behalf 
of my brothers in Christ, thank you. May God bless your 

generous hearts. Please have a blessed Christmas. 

CURSILLO An opportunity to deepen your faith | 
The Boston Cursillo Movement | 
www.bostoncursillo.org 
The Cursillo is a “little course in Christianity” that 
begins on a Thursday evening and concludes Sunday 
afternoon. Each Cursillo is an encounter with Christ in 
a small community of the Church, in order that Christ’s 
love and grace can be brought to every aspect of 
life.  Fr Bill Murphy and Mary Ann McLaughlin will be 
the Spiritual Directors of upcoming weekends.   
The Boston Cursillo Weekends will be held at The Notre 
Dame Spirituality Center 30 Jeffrey’s Neck Rd, Ipswich MA 
01938. For more information call: Chris Graf 617-332-5548      

The dates for the Cursillo Weekends are:  
Women’s Weekend         February 9 – 12, 2023 
Men’s Weekend              March 23 -26, 2023 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All-powerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our earth 
when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of your 

plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which 
announces his glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit 
who prepares us for his coming. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
Author Unknown  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 18, 2022 - 4th Sunday of Advent 
An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips through 
several neighborhoods, a bomb claims a maternity hospital 
and a sudden heart attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life 
is unpredictable and dramatic. Many buy into the sad illusion 
that the securities and familiarities we see around us today 
will remain forever: our homes, our friends, our spouses, our 
churches, and even our health. We are stunned and shaken 
by a sudden change, finding ourselves bewildered, mortified, 
and even embittered. We do not like change, especially 
change driven by sources beyond our control. Are there any 
guarantees in life? We often live as if our lives come with 
lifetime warranties. When they break, they can be fixed or 
replaced. Such is not the case. Many things are 
irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. During life’s inevitable 
chaos, God says: “Do not be afraid.” Seriously? How can 
one not be afraid when things are falling apart? 

 

Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and 
somewhat unhealthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear 
teaches us lessons and can be a catalyst to discovering 
more profound things. What we do with fear and how we 
understand it is critical. Fear can either cripple us or move 
us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. If we look 
around at all that can change in our lives and consider what 
we might have to do, we can easily wallow in the mire of self
-misery. Or we can step up to the challenge, as Mary did, 
and do what needs doing! We can stand tall, as did Joseph, 
and do the right and just thing!  What gives us this courage? 
Faith.  

 

God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent preparations. 

We need to be reminded that we are not in this alone. God 

not only made us and loves us, but God keeps us! In the 

person of Jesus Christ, God is the sign we need to 

persevere! Do not be afraid and do not be unbelieving! Hold 

fast to what God has done in giving us His only begotten 

Son. We do not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s 

unpredictability. God has blessed us with the birth of His 

Son. Trust that He is with us and will not abandon us, even 

in death.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
God brought Jesus into the world as a tiny baby. Jesus was 
God's Son. He was so powerful that he could have gotten 
anything he wanted. But Jesus did not come to earth to be 
a rich, selfish ruler. He did not need a palace or fancy 
clothes. Jesus came to show you that God is with you all 
the time. He was born to be the king over your life. He gave 
up his own life to rescue you from your sins, so that you 
could be close to God forever. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to rescue me. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of baby Jesus. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Tonight after dinner, ask your family to light some candles, 
turn off the lights, and sing some of your favorite Christmas 
songs about Jesus. 


