THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
November 5, 2022
8:00AM
Caroline Conboy
Memorial
4:00PM
Mary Gargano
1st Anniv.
Sunday
November 6, 2022
7:45AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
10:15AM
Agostina & Giuseppe
25th Anniv.
Parlavecchio
6:00PM
Saturday
November 12, 2022
8:00AM
John Larner
Memorial
4:00PM
Mary Milligan
1st Anniv.
Sunday
November 13, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
Mary Matthews
5th Anniv.
6:00PM
Loretta Barron,
Memorial
David Ferraro, Casmir Sudowski
and John Gabriel
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
collaborative office or visit our web site.

St. Francis of Assisi
Caiden James Columbus
Charley Mae Dominguez
Cillian Scott Walsh

St. Francis of Assisi
Bridget T. Finnegan
Catherine Howard
Anne Weeden
James A. O’Donnell
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.
Thank you to all have served our
country. May God bless you and
all of the families who sacrificed
for our freedom.
The Collaborative Office will be
closed on Friday, November 11 in
observance of Veteran’s Day.

BRAINTREE

Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line - save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes meet this week.
Grade 9-10
No Classes this week
Next classes are scheduled for Sunday, November 13
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass
The Boy Scouts have decided that they
will not be replacing the cans/bottles
collection bin at St. Clare. There is a
Boy Scout collection bin at the Ivory
Street Transfer Station. Please do not
leave any of your recycles at St. Clare. Thank you for
your cooperation.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The next regularly scheduled meeting is THIS
Tuesday, November 8th at 7:00PM.
The McDonough Family will once
again be providing Thanksgiving dinner
baskets through the Marge Crispin Center. Information on their Drive is available at the church entrances for anyone interested in financially assisting them.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more
about religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET)
on Zoom. The topic is: “Sisters on the Frontlines.” If you
are interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho,
CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for
more information and the link to the meeting.
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult
times in their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is
designed to provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another and examine their lives together in a new
and positive way. For information on the Nov. 11-13 weekend, please visit HelpOurMarriage.org

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
I was thinking about the Sadducees. I’m not going to get
into the pun that they were “Sad you see.” Well, I guess I
did and there is some truth to that. But I think it must have
been worse than being sad for them. All of us, from time to
time, think about our own mortality, probably more often
as we get older. I wonder how those Sadducees felt contemplating their own end. It must have been terrifying.
I have a friend who was once Catholic. He became a Unitarian. One time when we were together, he told me this
joke. “What do you call a Unitarian’s funeral?” I shrugged
as if to say I didn’t know. “All dressed up and no place to
go!” he laughed.
He may not have called himself a Sadducee, but the same
thinking was there. He’s much older now and approaching
the end of his life and I wonder if he is afraid to die. Is he
terrified thinking that someday everything will go black,
and he won’t exist anymore? Even more terrifying to me is
what might happen after his death, and he realizes he had
freely chosen to reject the very One who would restore him
to life eternal.
The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
and no torment shall touch them.
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace. (Wisdom 3:1-3)
This passage from Wisdom is often chosen as a reading at
funerals. (I’ve not quoted the whole passage here.) But
verse two is the important line for me today. “They seemed
in the view of the foolish to be dead.” Foolish doesn’t
mean uneducated. The Sadducees were educated men and
so is my friend, but their conclusion about life and death is
foolish. The evidence is misunderstood.
But we are not foolish people! We know that God loves us
to death, because Christ died and rose again for us, to give
us the sure and certain hope of the life that is to come.
None of us wants to die. We might be afraid of it or we
might be afraid of how we might die. How many times in
Scripture are we told not to be afraid? There are too many
count, although I’m sure someone must have. Of this we
can be certain: in this life and the next we are in the hands
of God. Rather than be terrified at the thought of our dying
we should look forward to it because the best is yet to
come. God has prepared for us a life that is better than anything we can imagine. As it is written:

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2022
Our eyes have not seen, and our ears have not heard,
and it hasn’t even entered the human heart,
the good things God has prepared for those who love him.
(1 Cor 2:9)

Question:
How can we pray for the dead throughout the year?
Answer:
We commemorate the faithful departed on November 2nd
each year. However, we can and should continue to pray for
the dead. Our growth in Christian perfection takes a long
time. At the time of our death, many of us might not be
saints yet. But God, in His mercy, allows for those who
love Him to experience purification after death. Our word
for that state is Purgatory. It’s the antechamber of heaven,
so to speak. We know we’re getting in the house, but we’re
not quite ready to go all the way in. There’s rain to shake
off our coats and dirt that’s clogging our shoes.
Here on earth, we can pray for the souls in Purgatory. One
way is to request that your parish offer a Mass for the intention of a specific loved one. We can also remember the departed in our daily prayers. Just as we have special intentions for family and friends here on earth, we can pray for
those who have died. It’s also a good act of Christian charity to pray for the forgotten, those who have no one else to
pray for them. God knows who they are! ©LPi
In our collaborative we will be celebrating our Masses of
Remembrance on Saturday, November 19 - 5:30PM at St.
Francis of Assisi, and; Saturday, November 26 - 8:00AM at
St. Clare. These Masses will commemorate all those for
whom we offered funeral services from the period of September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022. Letters of invitation have been sent out to those listed as next of kin for
each of these faithfully departed. If you or someone you
know had a loved one buried from our collaborative during
this time period but did not receive an invitation please
reach out to us and one will be provided.

