THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
November 12, 2022
8:00AM
John Larner
Memorial
4:00PM
Mary Milligan
1st Anniv.
Sunday
November 13, 2022
7:45AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
10:15AM
Mary Matthews
5th Anniv.
6:00PM
Loretta Barron,
Memorial
David Ferraro, Casmir Sudowski
John Gabriel and Clara Columbus
Saturday
November 19, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
David Napolitano
Anniversary
Sunday
November 20, 2022
7:45AM
Leonard T. Connolly
Memorial
and Family
10:15AM
Darche & McCue Families Memorial
6:00PM
Charles & Dorothy Edgerly Memorial
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
collaborative office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Maggie Jules Mannion
Cecelia Ray Losi
St. Francis of Assisi
Mckenna Flynn Manning
Cole William McDonough
Taylor Rose Sullivan

St. Francis of Assisi
Margaret O’Brien
Patricia Hansbury
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.
The McDonough Family will once
again be providing Thanksgiving dinner
baskets through the Marge Crispin
Center. Information on their Drive is
available at the church entrances for anyone interested in
financially assisting them.

BRAINTREE
Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the
Collaborative
website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line - save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes meet this week.
Grade 9-10
Classes meet this week—Sunday, November 13
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass
The Boy Scouts have decided that they will not be replacing the cans/bottles collection bin at St. Clare.
There is a Boy Scout collection bin at the Ivory Street
Transfer Station. Please do not leave any of your recycles at St. Clare. Thank you for your cooperation.
Boy Scout Troop 138 's Annual Wreath fundraiser
Traditional wreaths $20 each or 2/ $35
and Premium wreaths $25 each or 2/$45
Wreaths will be on sale after all masses at
St Clare & St Francis the weekend of November 26th & 27th. You can also pre
order by contacting Kathy LaRosee at
781-738-5953 r kathy4933@gmail.com we can deliver in
Braintree if you aren't able to make the sale days. Thank
you in advance for all your support over the years
A moment of thanks for a lifetime of service
Next weekend, we will have a special collection for our
Retired Sisters. These incredible women have not only
shaped our Church here in Greater Boston, they have
shaped the entire landscape of our communities. They established hospitals, founded educational institutions, and
created services for those in need. It is without question
that Greater Boston and the communities in which we live
have benefitted from their unwavering service as teachers,
counselors, caregivers, evangelizers, and advocates. Next
week, please consider making a gift for the needs of the
retired Sisters who have served us so faithfully over the
years. If you would like to send your donation directly,
please look for donation envelopes in the Church or send a
check made payable to the Archdiocese of Boston to Sister
Germana Santos, FSP, Delegate for Religious, 66 Brooks
Drive, Braintree, MA 02184. Thank you in advance for
your generosity to our Retired Sisters.
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is NEXT weekend,
November 19-20. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our pantry Some of the needed items for this
month are small bottles of water, peanut butter/jelly, oatmeal, pasta/pasta sauce; toilet paper; laundry detergent/
fabric softener. However, we are grateful for anything you
wish to donate.

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
A few weeks ago, I invited anyone with questions regarding the faith, Scripture, moral teaching, doctrine, etc. to
send me their questions and I would take the time in some
of my columns to answer them as best I can. Submit your
questions to askdeaconjoe@gmail.com.
This week I will answer two questions.
The first comes from Mary. (Not her real name for reasons
of privacy) She is concerned for her deceased husband who
was a kind, charitable and generous man with his time,
talent, and treasure. He was a man of faith, someone who
believed in God and the divinity of Christ, but he did not
attend Mass. Missing Mass, without serious reason, is a
mortal sin according to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC 2181) and Canon Law (Canon 1247). Mary
is concerned about her husband and so many who do not
go to Mass. She asks, “What’s in store for them when they
die?”
Let’s consider a couple of things. First, we are not the
judges – God is, God who is merciful and just and who
knows our hearts better than we ourselves. Have hope!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2022
So, is there hope for those who don’t go to Mass on Sunday
or commit any other kind of mortal sin? Pray for them.
Pray for them even if they have already died. God hears our
prayer before they are even on our lips. “Before they call, I
will answer.” (Isaiah 65:24) “Even before a word is on my
tongue, Lord, you know it all.” (Psalm 139: 4) We can pray
now in the present and God who lives in an eternal now can
answer them in what we perceive as the past. Even if all
the conditions for mortal sin are met, God, who gave His
Son as a ransom for many, may still give sufficient grace
even in the moment of death for a person to repent and die
in His friendship.
I would like to say a couple of more things regarding attendance at Mass. An elderly person forgot her hearing aid
one Sunday. She was afraid that she had missed Mass because she couldn’t hear anything. I reassured her that her
Sunday obligation had been met even without hearing the
priest. The fact is we can miss Mass without incurring sin if
there is a serious reason. For example: we must stay home
and take care of a sick child or elderly parent, we ourselves
are ill, we get a flat tire on the way to the last Mass of the
day, you’re on a cruise in the middle of the ocean and there
is no priest on board, and how can we forget pandemics.
There are many legitimate reasons that we might miss
Mass. If you’re uncertain – go to Confession.

Second, over the centuries the Church has declared that
many people are in Heaven. They are the canonized saints
whose names we know as well as others who died in God’s
friendship and are also in Heaven. Do you know how
many people the Church has declared to be in Hell? None,
zip, nada, not one. This isn’t to say that there aren’t any
there, only that the Church in its wisdom leaves that up to
the just judge.

Let’s all remember to pray for the dead, especially in this
month of November and to pray for those who have fallen
away from the Church asking God in His mercy to guide
them home.

Third, we must know what constitutes a mortal sin.
 For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must together be met: “Mortal sin is sin whose object is grave
matter and which is also committed with full
knowledge and deliberate consent. (CCC 1857)
 Grave matter is specified by the ten Commandments,
corresponding to the answer of Jesus to the rich young
man… (CCC 1857)
 Mortal sin requires full knowledge and complete consent. It presupposes knowledge of the sinful character
of the act, of its opposition to God’s law. It also implies a consent sufficiently deliberate to be a personal
choice. Feigned ignorance and hardness of heart do
not diminish but rather increase, the voluntary character of a sin. (CCC 1859)
If therefore, full knowledge and/or complete consent are
not present, the sin is venial. For example, a young woman
finds herself pregnant and wants to bring her baby to term
but her parents force her or threaten her in some way to
have an abortion. In this case complete consent is lacking
and she has not committed a mortal sin. It’s a different
story for her parents.

The short answer is that it isn’t impossible. The other short
answer is you might have to look around.

The second question I received concerned Bible studies. I
was asked, “Why can I not find a study in the Catholic
Church?”

Most Catholic churches in our area are extremely busy
places. Funerals, Weddings, daily Masses, weekend Masses, religious education, various ministries, visiting the sick
and infirmed at home, in hospitals and nursing homes. Parish priests and staffs often have little time to add one more
thing, even if it’s something as important as a Bible study.
However, at every Sunday Mass and often at daily Mass the
homily is meant to break open the Word of God (Scripture)
that is read during the Liturgy of the Word. Although not a
full-blown study per se, it is meant to bring out the meaning
of the Scriptures so that we can apply it on our own lives.
Local parishes are more inclined to offer something like
Bible studies during the seasons of Advent and Lent. I
would recommend that you call several parishes, religious
institutions, and retreat houses in the area to see what they
might be offering in this regard.
You may want to google Servants of Christ Ministries in
Scituate, with Fr. Michael McNamara. A Bible study is often offered there. I hope this helps.

