
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at 
www.braintreecatholic.org.  Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of  the priests or bring it to 
the rectory or place in the collection basket. 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Street/City/Zip 
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes?  Yes 

THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE 
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184 

Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332 
 www.braintreecatholic.org  Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org 

Parish Mission Statement 
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread  

His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,  
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Sunday Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 4:00 PM 

 Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM 

Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday 

Holy Days:  4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil 

           9:00 AM & 5:30 PM  

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 Anytime by Appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM 

 Please call the collaborative office to register 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

 A minimum six months notice is required. Couples  

 must participate in a marriage preparation program. 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: 

 Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is  

 hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of  

 illness, handicap or age. 

Religious Education: 781-848-7481 

 For Grades 2 and 10 Only 

  
Music Director: 

 Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 

Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332 
 Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org 

Pastor 
Rev. Paul T. Clifford 
Email: pclifford@sfab.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj 
frvalan@sfab.org 
 

Deacons 

Michael J. Cavanaugh 
Joe MacDonald 
 

Finance and Operations Manager 
Kevin Mercier 

Al-Anon: 

 Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

Help for the Poor: 

 Holy Name Society:  

 (Suspended due to  Coranavirus) 

 Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass 

Boy Scout Troop #138: 

 Wednesday 7:00 PM 

 John Collier 781-843-3330 

Braintree Catholic Women’s Club: 

     Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the                       

     Parish Hall                 Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726  

Bulletin Deadline: 

 All notices must be submitted to the Parish House  

 by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to 

 stclare1@verizon.net 

 

Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator 



ST. CLARE PARISH  BRAINTREE 

Grades 1-6 

Information can be found on the 

Collaborative website—

www.braintreecatholic.org. 
 

Classes resume this week (December 4, 6 and 8).   
 

Grade 9-10 

Classes meet THIS Sunday, December 4 

Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 

Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 

Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass 
 

 

St. Clare 
Alana Chen-Echevaria 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
William Andrew Geddis 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

St. Clare 

Jeanne Messaline 

Alan Lockwood 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Guy F. Luke 

Sean Murphy 
 

Archdiocese of Boston 

Fr. Donald P. Clifford 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen.  
 

 

THANKS FOR GIVING 

Thank you to everyone who helped and donated to our 

10th Annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive. Because of you 

we were able to donate to the Marge Crispin Social Service 

Center… 

175 TURKEY DINNERS 

 It is inspiring to see the generosity of so many people, 

helping struggling families in need. The response from 

family, friends and neighbors was very overwhelming.  
 

We dedicated our project to Mare (McDonough) Milligan, 

who lost her battle with cancer last November. We re-

ceived many beautiful notes and inspiring stories about her 

and how she touched so many people. We also received 

donations in memory of loved ones, along with their sto-

ries. Your kindness and generosity will go a long way to 

making this holiday a very happy celebration for those less 

fortunate. 

Happy and Safe 2022 Holiday Season to all,  

The McDonough Family 

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare 

Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased 

relatives and friends, and for the following intentions: 

Saturday          December 3, 2022 
8:00AM Stephen Devine 1st Anniv. 

4:00PM Patrik Liam Finnerty 3rd Anniv. 

Sunday             December 4, 2022    

7:45AM Joanne Paulin-Hill Memorial 

10:15AM Thomas D. Walsh Anniversary 

6:00PM Jarrod Petrelli 10th Anniv. 

Wednesday  December 7, 2022 

4:00PM Special Intention (Living) 

Thursday December 8, 2022 

9:00AM Rocco D’Alessandro Memorial 

5:30PM Josephine Saroja Memorial 

Saturday          December 10, 2022 

8:00AM Herbert Walbridge Anniversary 

4:00PM Catherine & Tino Novello Memorial 

Sunday             December 11, 2022    

7:45AM Jack Gibbons and Memorial  

 Kathleen Hurley 

10:15AM Deceased Members Murray, Memorial 

 Mann, Lane and McLean Families 

6:00PM Anna Tempesta and 3rd Anniv. 

 Antonio & Maria Tempesta Memorial 
 

The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for 

the week of December 3–9 have been donated in loving 

memory of Ellsworth Rice.  The Sanctuary light will also 

burn in memory of Ellsworth. 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to 

simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the 

collaborative office or visit our web site. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Thursday, December 8 is The Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.  

The Mass schedule for the collaborative of St. Clare/St. 

Francis of Assisi is: 
 

St. Clare 

Wednesday, December 7  Vigil 4:00PM 

Thursday, December 8  9AM and 5:30PM 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Wednesday, December 7 Vigil 5:30PM 

Thursday, December 8  7AM and 12:10PM 
 

Advent Rosary Evenings… begin 

THIS Monday, November 28 at 

6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi 

Church.  Throughout Advent we will 

meet weekly (November 28, December 5, 12, and 19).  We 

hope you’ll consider making this time a new holiday 

tradition—for yourself or with family and friends. 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022
  

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 

 

Ask Deacon Joe 
  

This being the week during Advent that we hear of John 

the Baptist I thought it would be a good week to answer a 

question about Baptism. 
  

The question is:  Why can’t my best friend who is Jewish 

be my child’s godfather? There is a similar question that 

comes up from time to time as well: Why can’t I have two 

godmothers or two godfathers. 
  

Let’s tackle the first question. To answer it we need to un-

derstand what a godparent is and what it is not. It is not a 

reward for past deeds; It is not bestowed upon someone 

because of a close friendship or close blood relation; it has 

nothing to do with civil guardianship or future care of a 

child. That being said of course you’re not going to choose 

a stranger for this important role, you’re going to look at 

your family and friends. 
  

The role of a godparent is very simple. It is the role of a 

sponsor. When a person wants to join a club or fraternal 

organization, they typically have to get someone who is 

already in the organization to sponsor them.  For example, 

if you wanted to join the Elks you wouldn’t ask someone 

from the Knights of Columbus to sponsor you – you’d ask 

an Elk. The sponsor will help you understand what the or-

ganization is all about, and what its mission is. They’d also 

help you understand what your role might be and how you 

can live out your membership in a way that benefits the 

organization. 
  

So, it follows, that to join the Catholic Church through 

baptism you need to have a sponsor who is a fully initiated 

Catholic themselves. There are three Sacraments of Initia-

tion for Catholics: Baptism, Confirmation, and reception of 

the Eucharist (Communion). You also need to be Con-

firmed in order to be a godparent. It is not that we think 

that people of the Jewish faith (or any other faith for that 

matter) or that unconfirmed Catholics are inferior or not 

worthy people. The fact is to be a sponsor or a godparent 

one must be a fully initiated member of the Church and 

living as faithful a Catholic in their daily lives. One sign of 

this lived commitment to the Church would be their partic-

ipation at Sunday Mass. 
  

To answer the second question regarding having two god-

parents of the same gender it should first be said that two 

godparents are not required. Canon 873 specifically states 

“one sponsor, male or female, is sufficient; but there may 

be two, one of each sex.” Why does the Church prohibit 

two people of the same sex to be godparents if in every 

other way they would be perfectly acceptable. The reason 

comes from the “parent” part of the word.  In the natural 

order a mother and a father are needed to produce children. 

This sponsorship at infant Baptism that we call godparent 

reflects that natural order of things. Hence the Church’s 

teaching that if there are two godparents one must be male 

and the other female. 
  

I hope this helps clear up any confusion surrounding who 

can licitly be godparents at a Catholic Baptism. 
  

If you have any questions regarding Church teaching, Sac-

raments, Scripture, or if you’re confused or perplexed about 

anything Catholic please send me your questions 

at askdeaconjoe@gmail.com I’ll do my best to answer them 

in a future column. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to join the choir without having a perma-

nent commitment? How about joining us for Christ-

mas!  We will be singing the 4:00 Mass Christmas Eve. at 

St. Clare. The full commitment is a total of four Thursday 

practices at St. Clare (6:30 PM) and the Mass Christmas 

Eve. It would be great to swell our ranks for such an im-

portant feast.  I send the music and audio files out via email 

so you can practice at home before coming to practice. 

Email me at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail 
  

Also, if anyone in the collaborative plays flute, violin, 

trumpet or some other instrument and would like to aug-

ment the choir, please contact Deacon Joe 

at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 
  

Young people are most welcome!  
 

 

 

Advent Prayer 

Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy 

Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear 

your voice each day, 

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 

coming among us. 

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete 

joy of your kingdom. 

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. 

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the 

light. 

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!' 

Amen. 

- Henri J.M. Nouwen 
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