ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, November 5, 2022
5:30PM

Thomas Pokaski

Memorial

Sunday, November 6, 2022
9:00AM

Mary E. Boudreaux

Anniversary

11:30AM

Michael Kaplan

10th Anniv.

Monday, November 7, 2022
7:00AM

Lauren Dyer

1st Anniv.

Tuesday, November 8, 2022
7:00AM

Kimberly Mahoney Lind

Anniversary

Wednesday, November 9, 2022
7:00AM

Michael McIntyre

Memorial

Thursday, November 10, 2022
7:00AM

Mary Milligan

1st Anniv.

Friday, November 11, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Saturday, November 12, 2022
5:30PM

Frances Diauto

Memorial

Sunday, November 13, 2022
9:00AM

Michael Fitzgerald

Memorial

11:30AM

Edward I. Hunt, Jr.

1st Anniv.

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.

“That the dead will rise even Moses made known in the
passage about the bush, when he called out ‘Lord,’ the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of the living,
for to him all are alive.” - Lk 20:37-38
Readings for the week of November 6, 2022
Sunday:
2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/Ps 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15
[15b]/2 Thes 2:16—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or
20:27, 34-38
Monday:
Ti 1:1-9/Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Lk 17:1-6
Tuesday:
Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23,
27 and 29/Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/
1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Thursday:
Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10/
Lk 17:20-25
Friday:
2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18/
Lk 17:26-37
Saturday:
3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8
Next Sunday: Mal 3:19-20a/Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9/
2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

The Citizen’s Bank Building across
the street from the church (865
Washington Street) is under new
ownership. The new owners have
p la nn e d t he ir cle an in g an d
landscaping services for Sundays and therefore need the lot
to be vacant. Please do not park in this lot. Thank you.

Thank you to all have served our country. May God bless
you and all of the families who sacrificed for our freedom.
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Friday, November
11 in observance of Veteran’s Day.

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
I was thinking about the Sadducees. I’m not going to get into
the pun that they were “Sad you see.” Well, I guess I did and
there is some truth to that. But I think it must have been
worse than being sad for them. All of us, from time to time,
think about our own mortality, probably more often as we get
older. I wonder how those Sadducees felt contemplating
their own end. It must have been terrifying.
I have a friend who was once Catholic. He became a
Unitarian. One time when we were together, he told me this
joke. “What do you call a Unitarian’s funeral?” I shrugged as
if to say I didn’t know. “All dressed up and no place to go!”
he laughed.
He may not have called himself a Sadducee, but the same
thinking was there. He’s much older now and approaching
the end of his life and I wonder if he is afraid to die. Is he
terrified thinking that someday everything will go black, and
he won’t exist anymore? Even more terrifying to me is what
might happen after his death, and he realizes he had freely
chosen to reject the very One who would restore him to life
eternal.
The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
and no torment shall touch them.
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace. (Wisdom 3:1-3)
This passage from Wisdom is often chosen as a reading at
funerals. (I’ve not quoted the whole passage here.) But
verse two is the important line for me today. “They seemed
in the view of the foolish to be dead.” Foolish doesn’t mean
uneducated. The Sadducees were educated men and so is
my friend, but their conclusion about life and death is foolish.
The evidence is misunderstood.
But we are not foolish people! We know that God loves us to
death, because Christ died and rose again for us, to give us
the sure and certain hope of the life that is to come. None of
us wants to die. We might be afraid of it or we might be
afraid of how we might die. How many times in Scripture are
we told not to be afraid? There are too many count, although
I’m sure someone must have. Of this we can be certain: in
this life and the next we are in the hands of God. Rather than
be terrified at the thought of our dying we should look

forward to it because the best is yet to come. God has
prepared for us a life that is better than anything we can
imagine. As it is written:
Our eyes have not seen, and our ears have not heard,
and it hasn’t even entered the human heart,
the good things God has prepared for those who love him.
(1 Cor 2:9)

Question:
How can we pray for the dead throughout the year?
Answer:
We commemorate the faithful departed on November 2 nd
each year. However, we can and should continue to pray for
the dead. Our growth in Christian perfection takes a long
time. At the time of our death, many of us might not be
saints yet. But God, in His mercy, allows for those who love
Him to experience purification after death. Our word for that
state is Purgatory. It’s the antechamber of heaven, so to
speak. We know we’re getting in the house, but we’re not
quite ready to go all the way in. There’s rain to shake off our
coats and dirt that’s clogging our shoes.
Here on earth, we can pray for the souls in Purgatory. One
way is to request that your parish offer a Mass for the
intention of a specific loved one. We can also remember the
departed in our daily prayers. Just as we have special
intentions for family and friends here on earth, we can pray
for those who have died. It’s also a good act of Christian
charity to pray for the forgotten, those who have no one else
to pray for them. God knows who they are! ©LPi
In our collaborative we will be celebrating our Masses of
Remembrance on Saturday, November 19 - 5:30PM at St.
Francis of Assisi, and; Saturday, November 26 - 8:00AM at
St. Clare. These Masses will commemorate all those for
whom we offered funeral services from the period of
September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022. Letters of
invitation have been sent out to those listed as next of kin for
each of these faithfully departed. If you or someone you
know had a loved one buried from our collaborative during
this time period but did not receive an invitation please reach
out to us and one will be provided.

NOVEMBER 6, 2022

St.




Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Caiden James Columbus
Charley Mae Dominguez
Cillian Scott Walsh

Grades 1-6

Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line. Save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes meet this week.

Grade 9-10
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the
website) complete and submit this information

St. Francis of Assisi
Bridget T. Finnegan
Catherine Howard
Anne Weeden
James A. O’Donnell

No Classes this week
Next classes, Sunday, November 13
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

The Boy Scouts have decided
that they will not be replacing
the cans/bottles collection bin
at St. Clare. There is a Boy
Scout collection bin at the Ivory
Street Transfer Station. Please
do not leave any of your recycles at St. Clare. Thank you
for your cooperation.

November 6: Thirty-second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel we find that God is a God of the
living, and this is indeed the core of our hope.
Jesus has risen and is with us, therefore, at no time should
we be without hope for the future.
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4). We will be providing Thanksgiving
assistance to our clients on Thursday, November 17th.
If you would like to help we could use donations of the
following: stuffing mix, gravy, cranberry sauce, canned
sweet potatoes/yams, canned vegetables, bread mix (i.e
pumpkin, banana, etc.), pie filling, chicken or turkey
broth. Blue envelopes are in holders on the back inside wall
of the church. Please use them for your cash, check (written
to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift
card—and place them into the collection basket or through
the rectory mail slot. Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The next regularly scheduled meeting is
THUS Tuesday, November 8th at 7:00PM.

The Annual Thanksgiving Toy Drive
will be conducted at the 8:00AM Mass
on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday,
November 24). Please bring a new/
unwrapped toy or game which will be
presented during the offertory. These gifts
will be distributed to needy children in our
community.
The McDonough Family will
once again be providing
Thanksgiving dinner baskets
through the Marge Crispin
Center. Information on their
Drive is available at the
church entrances for anyone interested in financially
assisting them.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
November 6 ~ Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians can be our pray, “May the
Lord direct [our] hearts to the love of God and to the
endurance of Christ.” Disciples are people of faith. As
baptized disciples, we must bring the Word of God into every
aspect of our lives - with our families, with co-workers, and
neighbors. Pray for the grace you need to share the Word of
God with confidence, trusting that our Lord Jesus Christ…
“has loved you and given you everlasting encouragement
and good hope through his grace. . . strengthening you in
every good deed and word.”
Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to attend
a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Fall date: 11/19
from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project Rachel at
508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way.
For information on the Nov. 11-13 weekend, please
visit HelpOurMarriage.org
Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on
Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on
Zoom. The topic is: “Sisters on the Frontlines.” If you are
interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more
information and the link to the meeting.
Certificate in Theology and a Certificate in Catholic
Evangelization -If you want to learn more about what we as
Catholics believe or learn strategies about how to bring others
into a more deeply lived faith, sign up for a Certificate in
Theology and/or a Certificate in Catholic
Evangelization being offered again this fall by The Institute
for the New Evangelization (TINE) starting November 5. Learn
more at evangelizeboston.com/formation/certificates/

November 6, 2022 - 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Facing her 50th birthday and recently diagnosed with Type-2
Diabetes, Rebecca was at a crossroads. Realizing that she
had neglected her health and fitness over the years and
allowed herself to gain significant weight, she felt poorly
about who she had become. While it was easier to give in to
temptation and the gratification received from food, her
family needed her, and she desired a long life. She had an
image of the person she could become. She wanted to be
more trim, focused, disciplined, and healthy. She liked what
she saw in her mind and set out on a journey to create it.
With great effort, she succeeded and accomplished her
goals. When we have a goal ahead of us, we are more apt
to do whatever is necessary to get it.
Is heaven a goal you want to achieve? Our popular images
and metaphors to describe heaven can leave some people
wondering if this is something they want for all eternity.
Living like an angel, wearing white robes, meeting St. Peter,
and reconnecting with loved ones are all welcome notions to
some extent. But do they really inspire and captivate us
enough to want to dramatically change how we live our
lives? Heaven’s reality is more profound than any human
image or idea can fathom. Even though we believe in a
bodily resurrection, heaven is more about attaining union
with God. To achieve heaven is to attain eternal happiness
and fulfill all desire. How do we awaken within us an ardent
and passionate desire for heaven?
St. Isaac of Ninevah counsels, “Enter eagerly into the
treasure house that lies within you, and so you will see the
treasure house of heaven, for the two are one and the same,
and there is but one single entry into them both. The ladder
that leads to the kingdom is hidden with you, and is found in
your own soul. Dive into yourself and in your soul you will
discover the rungs by which to ascend.” Our souls are made
to be eternal. Once we discover our true selves and are
captivated by the wonder of who we really are, we will
unleash our unwavering desire for a lasting union with our
Creator. Heaven is about who we are. “For seeing you, our
God, as you are, we shall be like you for all the ages.” ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
In today's Gospel Jesus talked about what you will be like
one day in heaven. God made you to be his special child.
There is no one else like you. If you truly love God with all
of your heart, you will never be apart from him. Even when
your body dies, you will still be alive with God. In heaven,
God will give you a new body, like an angel. You will live
forever. Even in your new body, you will still be God's own
special child.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for promising that I can live with you
forever.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself like an angel in heaven.
Mission for the Week
Write on a piece of colored paper, "One day I will be like an
angel in heaven." Decorate your picture with angels, and
hang it up in your room.

