ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, November 26 2022
5:30PM

Joannie Hill

Memorial

Sunday, November 27, 2022
9:00AM

John M. Kelley, Sr.,
John M. Kellley Jr. and
Thomas J. Kelley

Memorial

11:30AM

Thomas E. Clifford, Jr.

3 Mo. Mem.

Monday, November 28, 2022
7:00AM
Tuesday, November 29, 2022
7:00AM

Glen

Spec. Intention

Wednesday, November 30, 2022
7:00AM
Thursday, December 1, 2022
8:00AM
Friday, December 2, 2022
7:00AM

John Keaveney

2nd Anniv.

Saturday, December 3, 2022
5:30PM

Joseph Stanton

7th Anniv.

Sunday, December 4, 2022
9:00AM

Elizabeth “Pat” McGrath

Memorial

11:30AM

Jose & Guillermina Blandon

Memorial

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.

"Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known
the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into.
So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do
not expect, the Son of Man will come." - Mt 24:43-44
Readings for the week of November 27, 2022
Sunday:
Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44
Monday:
Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7,
8-9/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/
Mt 4:18-22
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21,
25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/
Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/
Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

St. Francis of Assisi
Paul McConville
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Advent Rosary Evenings… begin THIS Monday,
November 28 at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Throughout Advent we will meet weekly (November 28,
December 5, 12, and 19). We hope you’ll consider making
this time a new holiday tradition—for yourself or with family
and friends.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Falling asleep on the job
Imagine if I fell asleep while writing this column, falling face
first on the keyboard. You’d be reading a page of this!
aijfdakdjfaksfjldjflkasjdfkj;dfl
It wouldn’t be a very good article.
If you’re a pilot entering a busy air space, you probably don’t
want your air traffic controller to fall asleep. Likewise, if
you’re a passenger on a plane about to land, you’d want
your pilot to be awake. You don’t want the school bus driver
to fall asleep with your kids on board. You just want them to
get to and from school safely.
It’s imperative that truck drivers, train engineers, police
officers, surgeons and a myriad of other occupations not
only stay awake but not even be drowsy or tired while on the
job.
We’ve all done stupid things when we’ve lost sleep or didn’t
get enough sleep. Usually, it results in leaving the house
without our lunch or wallet. Or we might start driving the
route to work on Saturday morning when we really wanted to
go in the other direction for a haircut. No real harm done, we
can grab some lunch near work or turn around and go back
in the right direction.
But sometimes there can be tragic results when people can’t
stay awake, fall asleep or are just too tired to be safe. Every
year we learn about a harried parent who tragically leaves a
baby in a hot car all day, forgetting they’re in the back seat
or a tired driver who dozes off and crosses into oncoming
traffic.
If we don’t stay awake something bad could happen. We can
miss opportunities. We won’t be ready when it’s time to act.
Today, Jesus is telling us to stay awake. We don't know
when He is coming. It’s interesting that we get this Gospel as
we prepare for Christmas. Considering what we are going to
celebrate on December 25 it sounds as though He has
already come. But in this context, He’s referring to another
coming. His second coming at the end of time.
Jesus also warns us to stay awake so that the thief cannot
come in the middle of the night and take what is rightly ours.
That thief is the devil who wants to steal the life that Christ
bought for us with His own blood on the cross. Saint Peter
also warns us:

“Stay sober and alert. Your opponent the devil is
prowling like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour. Resist him, solid in your faith.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
Today many people dismiss notions like the devil, sin,
judgement and even God Himself as inventions of ignorant
people from ages past. Make no mistake, don’t fall for lies,
these things are real. We put ourselves in peril to think
otherwise.
None of this should frighten us. We should look as joyfully
toward Christ’s second coming as we do toward Christmas,
remembering he has not left us orphans but promises that
He is with us until the end of time. With the eyes of faith, we
will recognize Him in the faces of the people we meet. In the
consecrated bread and wine that become His Body and
Blood, and in the other Sacraments. Jesus has already won
the victory for us and given us all the tools necessary to
resist the enemy so that when our time comes to meet Him
face to face, we will run to meet Him, and rejoicing go up to
the house of the Lord with all the saints and heavenly hosts.
Question: What’s the story behind the
Advent wreath?
Answer: Each season in the liturgical
calendar comes with its own local and
regional rituals. During the Advent
season, wreathes adorn church
sanctuaries and family dining room tables. You may have
said Advent wreath prayers in childhood or taken a turn
lighting the candles. The Advent wreath is full of symbolism
about Christ and his coming at Christmas. The wreath is
made of evergreen boughs, reminding us that the life of
grace doesn’t falter with the changing seasons. It always
remains fresh and new. Similarly, a circular wreath reminds
us of the eternal, never-ending nature of God’s love.
Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world, the
One who “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.” We use four candles to represent each week
of Advent. Traditionally they come in the liturgical colors of
the season. Purple has historically represented penance and
sacrifice. We see the same color for the season of Lent. On
the third Sunday of Advent, however, we light a rose color.
The priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. On the
third Sunday of Advent, we’re roughly halfway through the
season. The Church chooses the midpoint to remind us to
celebrate in the midst of our anticipation! Whatever the color
and whatever the day, the Advent wreath is a beautiful
practice to focus our attention on Christ’s coming at
Christmas. ©LPi

NOVEMBER 27, 2022

The Collaborative Choir has been singing during the season
of Ordinary Time at Saint Francis Church at the 9:00
Mass. Beginning next week, the First Sunday of Advent, the
choir moves to Saint Clare and will sing at the 10:15 Mass
for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. It is our intention
to change locations with the liturgical seasons. The ordinary
weeks after the Christmas Season will again be at Saint
Francis, Lent will be at Saint Clare and the Easter Season at
St. Francis. We are still uncertain of the Triduum
locations. Next year will be the same except we will begin at
St. Clare with Ordinary Time beginning in September.
Would you like to join the choir without having a permanent
commitment? How about joining us for Christmas! We will
be singing the 4:00 Mass Christmas Eve. at St. Clare. The
full commitment is a total of four Thursday practices at St.
Clare (6:30 PM) and the Mass Christmas Eve. It would be
great to swell our ranks for such an important feast. I send
the music and audio files out via email so you can practice at
home before coming to practice. Email me
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail
Also, if anyone in the collaborative plays flute, violin, trumpet
or some other instrument and would like to augment the
choir,
please
contact
Deacon
Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com

Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line. Save and email to klane@sfab.org
No classes this week.

Grade 9-10
No classes this week. Classes next meet, Sunday,
December 4
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass.

Young people are most welcome!
November 27: First Sunday of Advent
There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every
human person. It is one of longing, of yearning
for a fulfillment that somehow lies beyond
ourselves; for we long for the coming of the
Lord.
As you put your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul blue
envelopes, your heart will discover the true meaning of
Christmas as you help those who are suffering and poor
to long for the coming of the Lord.
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4). Blue envelopes are in holders on the
back inside wall of the church. Please use them for your
cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA on
the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.
Thank you.






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church
Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month. The next
regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday,
December 13th at 7:00PM.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

Our Advent Giving Tree begins THIS Weekend (November
26-27).
Gifts should be returned no later than
December 11th for distribution. When considering your gift
please keep in mind the following:
 If you take a tag from the tree, please look at it before
you leave church to be certain that you are willing and
able to purchase at least some of the gifts listed there. If
not—simply return it to the tree and take a different card
that more suits your mindset and your budget. If
someone has listed a basketball, please do not
substitute a board game. (Seriously—this happens!)
 Please check to see if the organization sponsoring the
card has requested that you wrap the gift(s). If the tag
says do not wrap, you can still help everyone involved
in sorting and organizing by placing your purchase in a
gift bag so that our volunteers can easily check the
contents.
 Please securely attach the tag you take from the tree
to the outside of the bag or package. The tags are
coded by color and number and we need them back so
that your gift reaches the correct organization and
recipient.
If you choose not to shop, [do not take a tag] gift cards
(Target, WalMart, Amazon, Gas Stations, Game Stop, Movie
Passes, Fast Food Restaurants, etc.) and monetary
donations are always a good option. These can be used for
any last minute requests for assistance that we receive
(even after Christmas Day).
Thank you for your
thoughtfulness.
Boy Scout Troop 138 's Annual Wreath fundraiser
Traditional wreaths $20 each or 2/ $35 and
Premium wreaths $25 each or 2/$45
Wreaths will be on sale after all masses at
St Clare & St Francis THIS weekend. You
can also pre order by contacting Kathy
LaRosee
at 781-738-5953
or kathy4933@gmail.com we can deliver in Braintree if you
aren't able to make the sale days. Thank you in advance for
all your support over the years.

November 27—The first Sunday of Advent is the start of a
new liturgical year. We are starting fresh and the message in
the readings are meant to help us orient our lives toward lives
of holiness. “Walk in the light of the Lord”; and “conduct
ourselves properly.” There can be no room for jealousy or
rivalry or indecent behavior. This holy season of Advent is a
time to re-order our lives and our priorities. Even if TV or
social media and commercialism try to distract us from this
reflection, let’s make every effort to make this special season
a time of prayer, inviting Jesus into our lives. As you do so,
take note of the effects this “fresh start” has on yourself and
those around you.
CURSILLO An opportunity to deepen your faith | The
Boston Cursillo Movement | www.bostoncursillo.org
The Cursillo is a “little course in Christianity” that begins on a
Thursday evening and concludes Sunday afternoon. Each
Cursillo is an encounter with Christ in a small community of
the Church, in order that Christ’s love and grace can be
brought to every aspect of life. Fr Bill Murphy and Mary Ann
McLaughlin will be the Spiritual Directors of upcoming
weekends.
The Boston Cursillo Weekends will be held at The Notre
Dame Spirituality Center 30 Jeffrey’s Neck Rd, Ipswich MA
01938. For more information call: Chris Graf 617-332-5548
The dates for the Cursillo Weekends are:
Women’s Weekend
February 9 – 12, 2023
Men’s Weekend
March 23 -26, 2023

November 27, 2022 - 1st Sunday of Advent
We can embrace and relish each moment of our lives as a
sacred sacrament or nonchalantly and robotically attend to
what life presents. We have our feet in two worlds. One is
holy and sacred, and the other is profane and secular.
Which one has the greater claim on us? To what do we
devote most of our energy? We can easily be consumed
with the particular demands and essentials of daily life:
family, work, obligations, and the like, that we don’t really
notice anything more than what is right before us. We
become masters at “doing” and neglect our need to “savor.”
Jesus reminds his friends that “as it was in the days of Noah,
so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In those days
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark.
They did not know until the flood came and carried them all
away.”
While certain things require our daily attention, we cannot
become so consumed with them that we fail to see the larger
picture of what is coming. For the Christian, Advent is the
time to pause, reflect, and savor. It is a time to see life as a
sacrament of the moment and not just an investment in
secular interests, pleasures, and personal obligations. It is
easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired. Apathy
can quickly wreak havoc on the most dedicated of souls.
Whatever we can do this Advent season to be more
attentive, focused, alert, and watchful will serve us well. It
will make us eager and well-prepared to meet our Lord when
he comes. It is for certain that he will come.
Who made me? What is my purpose? What will happen to
me when I die? These are pivotal questions that, in life’s
busyness, we hardly find time to ask and answer. They
define who we are, and the answers we provide serve as
guideposts and anchors in the seas of our lives. Advent is
the perfect time to make friends with our souls. It is a time to
perk ourselves up, open our eyes, ears, and hearts and seek
God’s presence in the simple moments of our lives. God is
with us. Ask God to grant you a deeper appreciation for His
presence and the gift of attentiveness. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Remember that when God told Noah to build an ark, his
neighbors laughed at him. Then
one day God sent the flood. Only Noah's family was saved
because they listened to God, and they were ready. Jesus
has already told you that one day he will come back. He
wants you to be saved. He wants you to be ready. When
you read Bible stories, listen carefully. Love God like Noah
did, and learn to do what God asks.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to love you and to be ready for Jesus.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Noah and his family on the ark with all the
animals.
Mission for the Week
Make sure the movies, games, and music you choose help
you grow closer to Jesus.

