ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, November 19, 2022
5:30PM

Jose & Guillermina Blandon

Memorial

Sunday, November 20, 2022
9:00AM

Barry Leonard & Carol Irrera

Memorial

11:30AM

Patricia Dailey

Anniversary

Monday, November 21, 2022
7:00AM

Karen Makaitis

Spec. Intent

Tuesday, November 22, 2022
7:00AM

Vera Tsunis

Anniversary

Wednesday, November 23, 2022
7:00AM

Annie & John W. Gallagher

Memorial

Thursday, November 24, 2022
8:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, November 25, 2022
7:00AM

Dick & Mary Hamel

Memorial

Saturday, November 26, 2022
5:30PM

Joannie Hill

Memorial

Sunday, November 27, 2022
9:00AM

John M. Kelley, Sr.,
John M. Kellley Jr. and
Thomas J. Kelley

Memorial

11:30AM

Thomas E. Clifford, Jr.

3 Mo. Mem.

He said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today
you will be with me in Paradise.” - Lk 23:42-43
Readings for the week of November 20, 2022
Sunday:
2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5/
Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43
Monday:
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab,
5-6/Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday:
Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/
Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9/
Lk 21:12-19
Thursday:
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/
Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 21:20-28
Friday:
Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a
and 8a/Lk 21:29-33
Saturday:
Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab/
Lk 21:34-36
Next Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

St. Francis of Assisi
Louis Alfieri, III
St. Clare
Kathleen DeWitt
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

St. Clare
Rienne Nancy Schreefer
Thea Pauline Schreefer

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Ancient Israel was a nation unlike any other of its time and it
wasn’t just because they worshiped the one true
God. Unlike the other nations, Israel had no king. It had
leaders but it had no king. Do you know why? Because the
Lord was their king.
But Israel wasn’t satisfied with that. They wanted to be like
the other nations. What were they thinking? But they wanted
a king and over and over they asked, indeed begged God to
give them a king. Hadn’t they seen what those other kings
were like? God said he didn’t think that was such a good
idea but the people persisted and God finally relented and
gave them kings. And for the most part it didn’t work out.
Most of them were lousy kings. Some of them were
downright nasty. Even the good ones were corrupted by the
power. Even King David, from whom we get the psalms,
sent a loyal soldier to the front lines, making sure that he
would die there, just so he could take the man’s wife as his
own. Kings weren’t really working out for them. This is what
happens when God is not your king.
In the mid 1700’s King George of England began to impose
unfair taxes upon the American colonists. British soldiers
were given the right to stay in people’s private homes, eat
their food and use other property as they saw fit. Even the
right to a trial by jury had been corrupted. America rebelled.
Kings weren’t really working out for us either.
And so, I think that we 21st century Americans have a little bit
of trouble getting a handle on this whole Christ the King
celebration. We aren’t used to royalty, and we really distain
the idea of being someone’s “subject.” We don’t want to bow
down to anyone. We don’t like kings, period!

He was known to be of human estate, and it was thus that
he humbled himself, obediently accepting even death, death
on a cross.” (Philippians 2:6-10)
Our king, Jesus, though he was in fact God, gave up all the
trappings of what it is to be God and became one of us. You
might say, “he gave up being God.” Maybe we should try
that.
Now picture Jesus in today’s gospel and we see the extreme
to which the Lord takes his service. His throne was the wood
of the cross. His crown woven by thorns and even one of the
condemned next to him mocked the Lord. It was our
punishment he endured. He accepted death in our place. By
his sacrifice our death lost its sting, by the stripes on his
back (made by a centurion’s whip) we are healed. That’s
how much Christ the King put our needs before his own.
Now we know what kind of king we have. How do we
enthrone him? How do we acknowledge him? How do we
approach him? Especially since we know that we have a
share in his kingship – through Baptism.
We acknowledge his kingship by imitating what he did. By
emptying ourselves and becoming servants, one to another.
By recognizing Christ who is King in the faces of our
brothers and sisters, the ones who are hungry and thirsty;
the strangers, the naked; the ill and imprisoned. the ones
that nobody else likes. The ones that stink and look all
messed up - kind of like Jesus did before Pilate.
When we can recognize these many faces of Christ our King
and approach them with love and a mind toward serving, it is
then we live out our Baptismal kingship. That’s when Christ
the King is enthroned in our hearts. That’s when the
kingdom of justice reigns. That’s when love and peace will
rule and that’s when his kingdom comes, and his will is done
on earth as it is in heaven.

Which begs the question, what are we celebrating? What
kind of king is Jesus?
It’s imperative that we know what it means, because when
we were baptized, we were baptized into the three ministries
of Christ, to be priest, prophet, and king. We have a part in
that kingship, and we have a vocation to live but we can’t
unless we know what it means.
There is a passage from Saint Paul’s letter to the Philippians
that gives us a clue…
“Though he was in the form of God Jesus did not deem
equality with God something to be grasped at.
Rather he emptied himself and took the form of a slave,
being born in the likeness of men.

From the clergy and staff of the
Collaborative of St. Francis and
St. Clare of Assisi
The Collaborative Office will be closed on Thursday,
November 24 and Friday, November 25 in observance of
Thanksgiving. Have a safe and happy long weekend.

NOVEMBER 20, 2022

The Collaborative Choir has been
singing during the season of Ordinary
Time at Saint Francis Church at the 9:00 Mass. Beginning
next week, the First Sunday of Advent, the choir moves to
Saint Clare and will sing at the 10:15 Mass for the seasons
of Advent and Christmas. It is our intention to change
locations with the liturgical seasons. The ordinary weeks
after the Christmas Season will again be at Saint Francis,
Lent will be at Saint Clare and the Easter Season at St.
Francis. We are still uncertain of the Triduum
locations. Next year will be the same except we will begin at
St. Clare with Ordinary Time beginning in September.

The Annual Thanksgiving Toy Drive will
be conducted at the 8:00AM Mass on
Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November
24). Please bring a new/unwrapped toy or
game which will be presented during the
offertory. These gifts will be distributed to
needy children in our community.

Would you like to join the choir without having a permanent
commitment? How about joining us for Christmas! We will
be singing the 4:00 Mass Christmas Eve. at St. Clare. The
full commitment is a total of four Thursday practices at St.
Clare (6:30 PM) and the Mass Christmas Eve. It would be
great to swell our ranks for such an important feast. I send
the music and audio files out via email so you can practice at
home before coming to practice. Email me
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail

Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line. Save and email to klane@sfab.org
Special Family Faith Event this Sunday after the 10:15
Mass at St. Clare.

Our Advent Giving Tree begins next Weekend (November
26-27).
Gifts should be returned no later than
December 11th for distribution. When considering your gift
please keep in mind the following:
 If you take a tag from the tree, please look at it before
you leave church to be certain that you are willing and
able to purchase at least some of the gifts listed there. If
not—simply return it to the tree and take a different card
that more suits your mindset and your budget. If
someone has listed a basketball, please do not
substitute a board game. (Seriously—this happens!)
 Please check to see if the organization sponsoring the
card has requested that you wrap the gift(s). If the tag
says do not wrap, you can still help everyone involved
in sorting and organizing by placing your purchase in a
gift bag so that our volunteers can easily check the
contents.
 Please securely attach the tag you take from the tree
to the outside of the bag or package. The tags are
coded by color and number and we need them back so
that your gift reaches the correct organization and
recipient.
If you choose not to shop, [do not take a tag] gift cards
(Target, WalMart, Amazon, Gas Stations, Game Stop, Movie
Passes, Fast Food Restaurants, etc.) and monetary
donations are always a good option. These can be used for
any last minute requests for assistance that we receive
(even after Christmas Day).
Thank you for your
thoughtfulness.

Grade 9-10
No classes this week. Classes next meet, Sunday,
December 4
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass

Boy Scout Troop 138 's Annual Wreath fundraiser
Traditional wreaths $20 each or 2/ $35 and
Premium wreaths $25 each or 2/$45
Wreaths will be on sale after all masses at
St Clare & St Francis the weekend of
November 26th & 27th. You can also pre
order by contacting Kathy LaRosee at 781738-5953 or kathy4933@gmail.com we can deliver in
Braintree if you aren't able to make the sale days. Thank
you in advance for all your support over the years.

Also, if anyone in the collaborative plays flute, violin, trumpet
or some other instrument and would like to augment the
choir,
please
contact
Deacon
Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Young people are most welcome!

Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston





St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

November 20: Feast of Christ the King
Today as we celebrate Christ the King, may we
open the door of our heart so wide that we may
listen to the voice of Jesus calling us to help build
his kingdom here on earth. In the month of
November, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul was able to help build the kingdom of God by
assisting families, providing food, assistance with utility
and rent bills, etc. Thank You!
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is
THIS weekend, November 19-20.
Thank you to everyone who so
faithfully supports our pantry
Some of the needed items for
this month are small bottles of
water, peanut butter/jelly, oatmeal, pasta/pasta sauce; toilet
paper; cleaning products/sponges; laundry detergent/fabric
softener; bath soap. However, we are grateful for anything
you wish to donate. If you forgot or prefer not to shop,
please read the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn how
you can help.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4). Blue envelopes are in holders on the
back inside wall of the church. Please use them for
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.
Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462
will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall the 2nd
Tuesday of each month. The next regularly
scheduled meeting is Tuesday, December 13th at
7:00PM.

November 20 ~ Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King
of the Universe
The Church proclaims on this last Sunday of the Liturgical
Year Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, is King of the
Universe. Nothing in the way Christ presents himself in the
gospels makes us thinks of the trappings or airs of royalty. In
the crucifixion scene in today’s gospel, which was anything
but regal, the thief acknowledges Christ as the king that he is,
saying, “remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” Do you look forward to entering the kingdom of
heaven upon your death? The readings today convey all that
Christ has done for each one of us – delivering us from the
power of darkness, redeeming us, forgiving our sins and
making it possible for us to enter the kingdom of God. That’s
the “good news” about Christ, our king, that needs to be
shared! If you don’t proclaim who Jesus is and what he has
done for you, who will?
A moment of thanks for a lifetime of
service
THIS weekend, we will have a special
collection for our Retired Sisters. These
incredible women have not only shaped our
Church here in Greater Boston, they have
shaped the entire landscape of our communities. They
established hospitals, founded educational institutions, and
created services for those in need. It is without question that
Greater Boston and the communities in which we live have
benefitted from their unwavering service as teachers,
counselors, caregivers, evangelizers, and advocates. Next
week, please consider making a gift for the needs of the
retired Sisters who have served us so faithfully over the
years. If you would like to send your donation directly, please
look for donation envelopes in the Church or send a check
made payable to the Archdiocese of Boston to Sister
Germana Santos, FSP, Delegate for Religious, 66 Brooks
Drive, Braintree, MA 02184. Thank you in advance for your
generosity to our Retired Sisters.
The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola (11/234/23)
The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius in Every Day Life (the
19th Annotation Retreat) is available in a group setting for
Catholic adults. The number of participants will be limited. The
Spiritual Exercises will extend over the course of twenty-three
weeks and will begin on Wednesday, November 23, 2022
and conclude April 23, 2023. The group will use the Zoom
format to meet on line weekly from 10am to 12:00pm. Mary
Ann McLaughlin and Deacon Dan Burns will direct the
Spiritual Exercises. For further information please call 617686-2287 or email:maryannmclaughlin2@aol.com.

November 20, 2022 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe
It’s not unreasonable to think that if God wanted to make a
statement he could do so in a very dramatic way. After all,
he spoke through a burning bush that didn’t actually burn,
parted the Red Sea, sent manna to the Israelites from the
sky, cured lepers, healed the sick and cast out demons. All
of that is pretty dramatic stuff, and they made statements!
Now, Jesus hangs dying on a cross. He has been referred to
as a king. Considering all of the miracles Jesus did in his
short time on earth, isn’t one more in order? If Jesus came
down off of the cross, defied death, and parted the waters of
suffering and death, onlookers, believers and unbelievers
alike, would take notice. It would prove who God is and
show us what God wants us to do. Or would it?
Great spiritual masters remind us not to focus on miracles or
consolations received from God. They can distract us. Doing
anything other than what Jesus did would distract humanity
as well, misplacing our focus. It’s not about a miracle, at
least not the dramatic kind people are eager to see. It’s
about something more profound. It all goes back to where it
began for the earthly Jesus. God becomes one with
humanity in Jesus Christ. All that goes into being human is
holy and blessed, and that becomes a place where God is
born, again and again. God, through Jesus, tells us to hold
firm to all of the experiences of being human, the joys and
the wonders, the disappointments and the failures.
God’s lesson is found in Jesus’ vulnerability. It is only when
we are vulnerable that we learn how to love. When Jesus
breathed his last, God’s unconditional and tender love was
realized. Jesus always had a soft spot for the weak, lost,
vulnerable, and broken. God wants us to come to Him freely,
not because we have witnessed some fantastic display of
prowess. God desires that we find Him through who we are,
as our hearts and souls direct. This will mean that our love is
authentic as it will be born of the heartache, pain, and
turmoil that are a part of life. The fragments of our lives need
to be made whole. Our fragmented king, Jesus Christ, is the
only one who can help put the pieces together. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
When the soldiers hurt Jesus, they were only doing their
job. They did not understand that they were killing God's
Son. Jesus saw into the hearts of those soldiers, and he
forgave them. A man next to Jesus on the cross had done
terrible things. He knew he deserved to die on a cross, and
he was truly sorry. This criminal believed that Jesus was
God's Son. Jesus saw into that criminal's heart, and Jesus
forgave him, too.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to forgive my sins,
too.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross.
Mission for the Week
Jesus forgave the people who killed him. He expects you to
forgive people who hurt you, too. Think of one person with
whom you have been angry. Ask God to help you forgive
that person, because Jesus forgives you.

