
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

Advent Rosary Evenings… 
begin THIS Monday, November 
28 at 6:45PM in St. Francis of 
Assisi Church.  Throughout 
Advent we will meet weekly 

(November 28, December 5, 12, and 19).  We hope you’ll 
consider making this time a new holiday tradition—for 
yourself or with family and friends. 

Thursday, December 8 is The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.  The 
Mass schedule for the collaborative of St. Francis /St. 
Clare of Assisi is: 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Wednesday, December 7 Vigil 5:30PM 
Thursday, December 8  7:00AM and 12:10PM 
St. Clare 
Wednesday, December 7  Vigil 4:00PM 
Thursday, December 8  9AM and 5:30PM 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

John wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a 
leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and 
wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the 
whole region around the Jordan were going out to him 
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as 

they acknowledged their sins. - Mt 3:4-6 
 
Readings for the week of December 4, 2022 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/

 Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,  

 13-14/Lk 5:17-26  

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 

 13/Mt 18:12-14  

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/

 Mt 11:28-30  

Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/

 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38    

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/ 

 Mt 11:16-19  

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b,  

 15-16, 18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Next Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/ 

 Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

Saturday, December 3 2022   

5:30PM Joseph Stanton 7th Anniv. 

Sunday, December 4, 2022  

9:00AM Elizabeth “Pat” McGrath Memorial 

11:30AM Jose & Guillermina Blandon Memorial 

Monday, December 5, 2022 

7:00AM John Francis Moore Memorial 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022  

7:00AM John “Jack” Lane 1st Anniv. 

Wednesday, December 7, 2022  

7:00AM Daniel J. Mahoney Anniversary 

5:30PM Antonietta Certo Anniversary 

Thursday, December 8, 2022  

7:00AM Albert Varraso Memorial 

12:10PM Leslie DeThomaso 14th Anniv 

Friday, December 9, 2022  

7:00AM Gaetano “Guy” Giannandrea 6 Mo. Anniv. 

Saturday, December 10, 2022  

5:30PM Richard Keane 
Margaret Keane 

11th Anniv. 
Anniverary 

Sunday, December 11, 2022  

9:00AM Kenneth Tocci 1st Anniv. 

11:30AM Mary Zingarelli 
Philip Zingarelli 
Christine DiMartinis 

Memorial 
1st Anniv. 
1st Anniv. 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

 

Ask Deacon Joe 
  

This being the week during Advent that we hear of John the 
Baptist I thought it would be a good week to answer a 
question about Baptism. 
  

The question is:  Why can’t my best friend who is Jewish be 
my child’s godfather? There is a similar question that comes 
up from time to time as well: Why can’t I have two 
godmothers or two godfathers. 
  

Let’s tackle the first question. To answer it we need to 
understand what a godparent is and what it is not. It is not a 
reward for past deeds; It is not bestowed upon someone 
because of a close friendship or close blood relation; it has 
nothing to do with civil guardianship or future care of a child. 
That being said of course you’re not going to choose a 
stranger for this important role, you’re going to look at your 
family and friends. 
  

The role of a godparent is very simple. It is the role of a 
sponsor. When a person wants to join a club or fraternal 
organization, they typically have to get someone who is 
already in the organization to sponsor them.  For example, if 
you wanted to join the Elks you wouldn’t ask someone from 
the Knights of Columbus to sponsor you – you’d ask an Elk. 
The sponsor will help you understand what the organization 
is all about, and what its mission is. They’d also help you 
understand what your role might be and how you can live out 
your membership in a way that benefits the organization. 
  

So, it follows, that to join the Catholic Church through 
baptism you need to have a sponsor who is a fully initiated 
Catholic themselves. There are three Sacraments of 
Initiation for Catholics: Baptism, Confirmation, and reception 
of the Eucharist (Communion). You also need to be 
Confirmed in order to be a godparent. It is not that we think 
that people of the Jewish faith (or any other faith for that 
matter) or that unconfirmed Catholics are inferior or not 
worthy people. The fact is to be a sponsor or a godparent 
one must be a fully initiated member of the Church and living 
as faithful a Catholic in their daily lives. One sign of this lived 
commitment to the Church would be their participation at 
Sunday Mass. 
  

To answer the second question regarding having two 
godparents of the same gender it should first be said that 
two godparents are not required. Canon 873 specifically 
states “one sponsor, male or female, is sufficient; but there 

may be two, one of each sex.” Why does the Church 
prohibit two people of the same sex to be godparents if in 
every other way they would be perfectly acceptable. The 
reason comes from the “parent” part of the word.  In the 
natural order a mother and a father are needed to produce 
children. This sponsorship at infant Baptism that we call 
godparent reflects that natural order of things. Hence the 
Church’s teaching that if there are two godparents one must 
be male and the other female. 
  

I hope this helps clear up any confusion surrounding who 
can licitly be godparents at a Catholic Baptism. 
  

If you have any questions regarding Church teaching, 
Sacraments, Scripture, or if you’re confused or perplexed 
about anything Catholic please send me your questions 
at askdeaconjoe@gmail.com I’ll do my best to answer them 
in a future column. 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to join the choir without having a permanent 
commitment? How about joining us for Christmas!  We will 
be singing the 4:00 Mass Christmas Eve. at St. Clare. The 
full commitment is a total of four Thursday practices at St. 
Clare (6:30 PM) and the Mass Christmas Eve. It would be 
great to swell our ranks for such an important feast.  I send 
the music and audio files out via email so you can practice at 
home before coming to practice. Email me 
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail 
  

Also, if anyone in the collaborative plays flute, violin, trumpet 
or some other instrument and would like to augment the 
choir, please contact Deacon Joe 
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com 
  

Young people are most welcome! 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

mailto:askdeaconjoe@gmail.com
mailto:deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail
mailto:deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com


 

 

December 4: Second Sunday of Advent 
In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist urges us 
to “Prepare the way of the Lord.” This is what 
Advent is all about, for we are called to help 
prepare the way of the Lord by making the 
real meaning of Christmas come alive in our 

own hearts, in our family and to reach out to those in need. 
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please 
call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we 
can help the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas. 
  

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
William Andrew Geddis 

 

St. Clare 
Alana Chen-Echevaria 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Guy F. Luke 
Sean Murphy 

 

St. Clare 
Alan Lockwood 

 

Archdiocese of Boston 
Fr. Donald P. Clifford 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  

 
 
 

 

  

 
Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Classes resume this week, (December 4, 6 and 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
Classes meet THIS Sunday, December 4 
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  The next 
regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, 
December 13th at 7:00PM. 

 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gifts should be returned no later than December 11th for 
distribution.  When considering your gift please keep in mind 
the following: 
 Please securely attach the tag you take from the tree 

to the outside of the bag or package.  The tags are 
coded by color and number and we need them back so 
that your gift reaches the correct organization and 
recipient. 

If you were unable to take a tag, but wish to contribute, gift 
cards (Target, WalMart, Amazon, Gas Stations, Game 
Stop, Movie Passes, Fast Food Restaurants, etc.) and 
monetary donations are always a good option.  These can 
be used for any last minute requests for assistance that we 
receive (even after Christmas Day).  Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness.  
 

 

 

 

Advent Prayer 

Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy 

Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear 

your voice each day, 

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 

coming among us. 

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete 

joy of your kingdom. 

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. 

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the 

light. 

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!' 

Amen. 

- Henri J.M. Nouwen 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

December 4 ~ Second Sunday in Advent 
Hope is a prominent theme in the readings of this second 
week of this new liturgical year. Isaiah presents a hope-filled 
picture of the Kingdom that Christ came to establish, and St. 
Paul reminds us that the scriptures we hear give us a reason 
to be hopeful.  “Whatever was previously written …was for our 
instruction. . . that by endurance and encouragement, we 
might have hope.”  A good way to prepare for Christ’s coming 
is to carve out a few minutes each day this week to re-read 
these readings, being attentive to the encouragement and 
hope God is holding out to you.   Is there someone in your life 
with whom you can extend God’s reassurance and hope? 
                                                                                          
CURSILLO An opportunity to deepen your faith | The 
Boston Cursillo Movement | www.bostoncursillo.org 
The Cursillo is a “little course in Christianity” that begins on a 
Thursday evening and concludes Sunday afternoon. Each 
Cursillo is an encounter with Christ in a small community of 
the Church, in order that Christ’s love and grace can be 
brought to every aspect of life.  Fr Bill Murphy and Mary Ann 
McLaughlin will be the Spiritual Directors of upcoming 
weekends.  
The Boston Cursillo Weekends will be held at The Notre 
Dame Spirituality Center 30 Jeffrey’s Neck Rd, Ipswich MA 
01938. For more information call: Chris Graf 617-332-5548      
The dates for the Cursillo Weekends are: 

Women’s Weekend         February 9 – 12, 2023 
Men’s Weekend              March 23 -26, 2023 

 
 

 
 

THANKS FOR GIVING 
Thank you to everyone who helped and donated to our 10th 
Annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive. Because of you we were 
able to donate to the Marge Crispin Social Service Center… 

175 TURKEY DINNERS 
 It is inspiring to see the generosity of so many people, 
helping struggling families in need. The response from family, 
friends and neighbors was very overwhelming.  
 

We dedicated our project to Mare (McDonough) Milligan, who 
lost her battle with cancer last November. We received many 
beautiful notes and inspiring stories about her and how she 
touched so many people. We also received donations in 
memory of loved ones, along with their stories. Your kindness 
and generosity will go a long way to making this holiday a 
very happy celebration for those less fortunate. 

Happy and Safe 2022 Holiday Season to all 
The McDonough Family 



 

 

December 4, 2022 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
At sixty years of age, Maria and Paul had a beautiful life. 
High school sweethearts, they had four children, five 
grandchildren, a successful business, good friends and a 
fabulous beach house. They felt very blessed. Their strong 
faith in God saw them through some difficult challenges. 
Without warning, Paul died suddenly. Maria was devastated. 
Why did God do this? Why did God allow this to happen? An 
indescribable depth of sadness weighed heavily upon her 
heart. She felt betrayed by the God she thought was looking 
out for her. She was overwhelmed by despair. Have you 
ever experienced such incredible and deafening sadness? 
Where is God in all of the pain? 

 

We often want God to fix things or intervene and change 
nature’s course. When He doesn’t act as we desire, it 
shakes our faith. We do not always understand or appreciate 
why things happen as they do. There is much that is beyond 
our control. John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus and 
Jesus is the way to God. There is something more going on 
in life than what we can see with human eyes. We are on a 
sacred path, and God is with us. God is with us in our 
confusion, suffering, doubts, and intense sadness. Jesus 
announced God’s vision for humanity and taught people to 
see God and themselves for who they are. There is a way 
through and beyond all hardship and suffering. God does not 
abandon us. 

 

God has a clear vision for the future, both for us individually 

and for our world. It is a vision of harmony and gentleness 

where all will live as one and the “wolf shall be a guest of the 

lamb.” God is not indifferent. He is the God of “endurance 

and encouragement.” In God, we see what we may be, what 

may come and who we can become. When Maria opened 

herself to God’s creative presence, she learned to trust. She 

began to realize that she could endure more than she had 

imagined. She also discovered a spark of encouragement, 

bringing her through the sadness to where she could be. In 

retrospect, Maria knew that God’s reassuring presence was 

with her.  LPi 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
John the Baptist taught people to get ready for Jesus. He 
told them to change their lives. John helped many people 
wash away all their mistakes and bad choices. He washed 
away all their cheating, lying, fighting, and stealing. Once 
they were clean, John wanted them to see that living God's 
way is so much better. John told the people not only to 
clean their bodies, but to show that they love God by the 
way that they live. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help my words and my choices to show that I 
love you. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of John washing you in the Jordan River. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Write a prayer to God, asking him to help you stop doing 
those things, and start being honest, giving and kind. 


