THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
October 22, 2022
8:00AM
Thomas Larner, Sr.
Memorial
4:00PM
Kathleen O’Leary
Memorial
Sunday
October 30, 2022
7:45AM
Terrence & Gerald Palmer Anniversary
10:15AM
William F. & Barbara Lane Memorial
6:00PM
Parishioners of St. Clare
Monday
October 31, 2022
4:00PM
Tuesday
November 1, 2022
9:00AM
Billy Greene, Joan Lane
Memorial
And Jerry Hennessey
5:30PM
Saturday
November 5, 2022
8:00AM
Caroline Conboy
Memorial
4:00PM
Mary Gargano
1st Anniv.
Sunday
November 6, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
Agostina & Giuseppe
25th Anniv.
Parlavecchio
6:00PM
Please see the inserted Financial Statement for
September, 2022.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
collaborative office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Abigail Stephanie Jeri
Madelyn Rose MacEwen
St. Francis of Assisi
Theodore James Hypolite

St. Francis of Assisi
Judith O’Connor
Brian J. Finnigan
Ronald Speth
St. Clare
Mary E. Bimmler
William F. Carr
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

BRAINTREE

THIS Tuesday day, November 1 is All Saints’ Day, a Holy Day of Obligation. The Mass schedule for the St. Francis of Assisi/St. Clare Collaborative is:
St. Clare
Monday, October 31 Vigil
4:00PM
Tuesday, November 1
9AM and 5:30PM
St. Francis of Assisi
Monday, October 31 Vigil
5:30PM
Tuesday, November 1
7:00AM, and 12:10PM

Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line - save and email to klane@sfab.org
No Classes this week
Grade 9-10
No Classes this week
Next classes are scheduled for Sunday, November 13
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass

The Boy Scouts have decided that they
will not be replacing the cans/bottles
collection bin at St. Clare. There is a
Boy Scout collection bin at the Ivory
Street Transfer Station. Please do not leave any of your
recycles at St. Clare. Thank you for your cooperation.
The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of Columbus, will be conducting their annual Tootsie
Roll Fund Raiser for children with special
needs the weekend of October 29 and 30, 2022.
The Knights will be at the entrances of the
church after all weekend Masses to accept donations.
Please be as generous as possible.
The Braintree Knight of Columbus will pray the Rosary on
the 5th Sunday, October 30th at Saint Clare's at 9:30AM.
Weather permitting, we will gather outside in the grotto at
the statue of the Blessed Mother Mary. If it rains, we will
meet in the sanctuary. All are invited and encouraged to
attend.

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
In the first letter of Peter, we are instructed: “Always be
ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for
the reason for your hope.” (1 Peter 3:15) So, are we ready
to do that? Can we defend our faith and if not why?
Many years ago, before I even new what a deacon was,
before I had met my wife, I had become involved in a
Charismatic prayer group at Saint Joseph’s in Quincy. Every Thursday night that church was packed from 8:00 to
11:00 PM. With its emphasis on the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit the Charismatic Renewal is still very much a part of
my overall spirituality. In the mid-seventies I was asked to
join a community of lay men called “The House of Prayer.” We lived here in Braintree on Vine Street, a short walk
from Saint Thomas More.
One day a pair of Christians, evangelizing the neighborhood, approached me. I’m not sure if they rang the doorbell or if I just happened to be in front of the house for
some reason but they asked the typical question “Have you
been saved?” Well, of course I said yes. “When?” they
wanted to know. “Well I’m not sure of the exact date I was
a baby at the time.” “Do you have a church you go to?” I
told them that I go to Mass on Sundays at St. Ann in Wollaston and that I attend Mass and prayer meetings at Saint
Joe’s on Thursday nights. They had a Catholic right where
they wanted him. “Do you pray in tongues?” the trap was
set. “Yes, I do.” Ah haaa! (They really didn’t say that, but
the tone was there.) They knew something I didn’t. “According to scripture they lectured, tongues have
ceased.” They were referring to 1:Cor 13:8-10. Of course, I
responded correctly that the verse does not say that. It says
that tongues will cease when what is perfect comes, Jesus.
They responded by saying that Jesus had come and therefore tongues have ceased. But I pointed out that Paul’s letter to the Corinthians had not been written until after the
Ascension and the gift of tongues among other gifts did not
appear until after the Ascension. Therefore, Paul must have
been writing about the second coming of Christ and therefore that outpouring of the Holy Spirit was still available to
the Church. Case closed! (I wasn’t rude and didn’t really
say case closed.) They walked away, surprised I think, that
a Catholic could hold his own against “Bible believing”
Christians. Well of course, it was the Catholic Church that
gave the world the Bible.
A Jehovah Witness (former Catholic) once commented that
Catholics never pray to the Father. What? Have you never
been to Mass? The whole of Mass is a prayer to the Father.
The Liturgy of the Hours are prayers directed to the Father.
All of our sacramental rituals are filled with prayers to the
Father. Even if you only noticed the Lord’s Prayer you’d

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022
know this was a false understanding of Catholicism.
Even our own often do not understand and are led astray by
well-meaning but misinformed Christians who believe all
kinds of crazy things about Catholics. I knew a woman
once, she was in one of my folk groups back in the
day. She had developed a hunger for Scripture but found it
impossible to find a Bible study in a Catholic Church so she
went to the Pentecostal Church for their Bible study. One
day she came to practice and announced that she would no
longer be Catholic that she was going to this other church.
“Why would you do something like that?” I asked.
“Because of all the false teachings in the Catholic Church.”
she responded. Of course, we wanted to know what she
meant by this. “Well, for one thing” she said angrily, “the
Catholic right of Baptism. I don’t need the Catholic Church
to give me the right to be baptized!” This was cringe worthy. I tried to explain to her that there are three words that
sound the same that have very different meanings. We have
w-r-i-t-e, which means to write something down on paper.
There is the word r-i-g-h-t which could mean either the opposite of left, or as she used it, something like the right to
free speech. And finally, there is the word r-i-t-e, which
means ritualistic actions. It wasn’t her fault really. No one
ever explained rites and rituals. It was a time when you
were expected to just accept Church teaching without question. Times were changing.
That world is gone. Everything we believe is questioned. It
is challenged by other Christian faiths. It is being ridiculed
and villainized in media. Many falsely claim that science
disproves religious beliefs. Many would have us keep our
faith and beliefs in the confines of a building for one hour a
week and God help us if we take it to the town square.
I’m sure there are many people in our collaborative who
might be puzzled about Church teaching, morality, or a particular Scripture passage. Maybe you are being challenged
by a question from a well-meaning Protestant evangelist. A
lot of us have children or young people in our lives who no
longer practice their faith and when we ask them why, we
don’t know how to respond.
I invite you to send me your questions on any aspect of
faith,
scripture,
liturgy,
sacraments
etc.
to askdeaconjoe@gmail.com
If I don’t have the answer, I’ll find it and once a month I’ll
publish a response to one or two. If it is not published in the
bulletin I’ll try and email you an answer back.

