THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
October 22, 2022
8:00AM
Nicole Levine
Anniversary
4:00PM
Richard C. Sullivan
21st Anniv.
Sunday
October 23, 2022
7:45AM
Mattie Duane
Month’s Mind
10:15AM
Billie-Jo Ryan
Anniversary
Gladys Ross & Walter Ross
6:00PM
Harold F. Hamilton
Anniversary
Saturday
October 29, 2022
8:00AM
Thomas Larner, Sr.
Memorial
4:00PM
Kathleen O’Leary
Memorial
Sunday
October 30, 2022
7:45AM
Terrence & Gerald Palmer Anniversary
10:15AM
William F. & Barbara Lane Memorial
6:00PM

Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line - save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes began—the week of October 16
Grade 9-10
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the
website) complete and submit this information

If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
collaborative office or visit our web site.
Classes this week—Sunday, October 23rd
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Grade 10 — 5-6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM
Mass. Parents are welcome to attend the Mass

St. Clare
Vincent Anthony Cassaro
Jaxon Walker Donahue
St. Francis of Assisi
Maddison Olivia Kinney

St. Francis of Assisi
Alice Driscoll
Nancy L. Curreri
Mark Ostman
Sharon A. Whitney
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.
October is the month of the
Holy Rosary. Please join us
Monday, October 24 as we
pray the Rosary at 6:45PM in
St. Francis of Assisi Church.

The Boy Scouts are in the process of replacing the cans/bottles collection bin at
St. Clare. Until further notice please do
not leave any of your recycles at St.
Clare. Thank you for your cooperation.
The Next meeting of the Knights of Columbus Braintree Council with be Friday evening October 28th at the Saint Francis of Assisi lower church hall. We will start with an
opening prayer followed by Pizza and good
conversation starting at 6:45PM. Then at 7:30PM we will
login to the Fraternal Benefits Department presentation by
a guest speaker on “Purpose Driven Retirement Strategies”, “without losing sight of your faith and values.” All
are welcome to attend.
The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of Columbus, will be conducting their annual Tootsie
Roll Fund Raiser for children with special
needs the weekend of October 29 and 30, 2022.
The Knights will be at the entrances of the church after all
weekend Masses to accept donations. Please be as generous as possible.
The Braintree Knight of Columbus will pray the Rosary on
the 5th Sunday, October 30th at Saint Clare's at 9:30AM.
Weather permitting, we will gather outside in the grotto at
the statue of the Blessed Mother Mary. If it rains, we will
meet in the sanctuary.

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Those of us old enough to remember the old TV variety
show “The Smothers Brothers” might recall this recurring
joke. Tommy Smothers (the more dim-witted one) would
get frustrated and announce to his brother that “Mom always liked you best.” I think people found it funny because
deep down inside I think we’ve all felt that way at one time
or another.
A running joke at my house goes something like this. My
daughter will announce that she is my favorite and I immediately respond “Yes, you are.” But then I turn toward my
son, shake my head and whisper “no, you’ll always be my
favorite.” Of course the whole routine is reversed when my
son announces that he is my favorite. Then I turn toward
my daughter, shake my head and whisper “no, you’ll always be my favorite.”
I would needle my mother from time to time in front of
one of my sisters using that Tommy Smothers’ line. I’d
turn to my sister Julie and say “Mom always liked you
best!” Mom would object and say “I do not!!” And Julie
would then say something like “Oh, so you
like him best.” “I do not!” she’d reply, ”I love all my children the same.” I have to admit I got a lot of mileage out
of that joke.
Today we learn something about God that my own mother
expressed to us when we were teasing her. That the Lord is
a God “who knows no favorites.” (Sirach 35:15)
At first glance we might look at today’s readings and surmise that God does indeed have favorites: the poor; the
weak; the oppressed; the widow and orphan. And on the
other hand, He confronts evil doers and erases the memory
of them from the earth. (Ps 34:17). It might seem like he
loves one and hates the other.
But is that what’s happening? I don’t think so. Parents
understand that each child has different needs at different
times in their lives. One child for example, may need extra
nurturing or some kind of medical care or support with a
learning disability. The extra attention shown to that child
may look like Mom loves that child more when in fact she
is just giving the child what he or she needs.
Those same loving parents may discover that a different
child has been acting like a bully: terrorizing their classmates; teasing other children and stealing their lunch money. When mom and dad find out, they confront the child.
They express anger, raise their voices and mete out punishment. For a moment it might look like they hate the child.
But no, they love that child, too, and just like the one who

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2022
was sick got the medicine he needed, this errant child was
given what he needed – discipline.
Growing up we were all a little bit like both of those children and as adults we realize that the discipline we received
from our parents was just as vital to our well-being as the
nurturing we received. We became better men and women
because of it. So it is with God, a loving Father who cares
for all His children. If God disciplines His people it is because they need it. They need it so that they can turn their
lives around and be better people. All the Father’s actions
toward us, however we might perceive them, are always
intended toward our good and for our salvation.
“We know that all things work for good for those who love
God.” (Rom 8:28)

The collaborative choir is still looking for new members.
We are especially in need of a few more men. Practice is
every Thursday at 6:30 in the choir loft at Saint Francis
Church.
Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing
these
instruments
please
contact
Deacon
Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com. Young people who play
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or singers to complete their obligation. We’d love to have you.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to
attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Fall dates
are 10/29, and 11/19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, contact
Project
Rachel
at
508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6)
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, O.F.M.
Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral of
the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a vow renewal
and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples can register
at bit.ly/AnniversaryMass2022. For more information,
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

