THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
October 15, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Mary E. Cahill
2nd Anniv.
Sunday
October 16, 2022
7:45AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
10:15AM
Frank Mahoney and
4th Anniv.
Francis J. Mahoney
29th Anniv.
6:00PM
Regina & Paul Centauro, Memorial
Christine Gannon, Robert Gannon,
Mary Gannon, Patrick Gannon and
Regina Vivone
Saturday
October 22, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Richard C. Sullivan
21st Anniv.
Sunday
October 23, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
Billie-Jo Ryan
Anniversary
Gladys Ross & Walter Ross
6:00PM
Harold F. Hamilton
Anniversary
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
collaborative office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Anne M. Glynn
Rees Irvine
St. Francis of Assisi
Rene Devine
Anne M. Charlton
Paul McGrath, Jr.
James W. Modestino
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

October is the month of the Holy Rosary. Please join us
Mondays, October 17 and 24 as we pray the Rosary at
6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.

BRAINTREE

Grades 1-6
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line - save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes begin—the week of October 16
Grade 9-10
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the
website) complete and submit this information

Classes begin—THIS Sunday, October 16th at 5-7 PM
AT ST. FRANCIS Church [please note change of location] Mass in included. Parents are welcome to attend.
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY
is NEXT weekend, October 15-16.
Thank you to everyone who so
faithfully supports our pantry
Some of the needed items for this
month are small bottles of water,
peanut butter/jelly, oatmeal, pasta/pasta sauce; toilet paper;
cleaning products/sponges; laundry detergent/fabric softener; bath soap. However, we are grateful for anything you
wish to donate. If you forgot or prefer not to shop, please
read the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn how you
can help.
The Boy Scouts are in the process of replacing the cans/
bottles collection bin at St.
Clare. Until further notice
please do not leave any of
your recycles at St. Clare.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Thank you to all who participated in the Stop & Shop Bloomin’4Good program. We have
received notification that our
collaborative St. Vincent DePaul
Food Pantry will receive $102.

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
In today’s Gospel, after the parable about the unjust judge,
Jesus poses a question. “Will not God then secure the
rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and
night?” It isn’t really a question He has already led us to
the answer; of course, God will answer the prayers of those
who call out to Him.
In our lives we all receive our fair share of crosses to
bear. Some of us, it seems, receive more than our fair
share. Some of these crosses may appear insurmountable.
They’re too much for us to handle alone. It might be a serious medical diagnosis, one for ourselves or that of a loved
one. There could be a crisis in our marriage or a struggle
with addiction, either our own or someone we care about.
And so we turn to the One who promises us that we will
never be alone, that He will never abandon us. We cry out
to God.
On the way home from the doctor, for example, we say a
prayer asking that we might be healed or that we will have
the strength to endure unpleasant treatments, uncertain outcomes, and our own mortality. That prayer on the way
home is not the last one we’ll say. And if you had an addicted daughter or son you would pray constantly for their
recovery. Persistence matters.
The raising of the staff of God by Moses was itself a prayer for victory over the enemies of Israel. The raising of
ones hands is an ancient position for prayer which exists
even today. Think of the priest at Mass during the Lord ’s
Prayer.
“The action of Moses lifting up the Staff
of God during the battle with Amalek is
the source of many references to Amalek
in our ancient hymns for the Cross. As you
can guess by now, the Staff of God is an
image being joined by the Fathers who
wrote our hymns to the image of the Cross
of Jesus Christ. They did not make this
association up, however. They were simply reading the Scripture and seeing what
was there.” - Fr. Andrew Stephen Damik
And so Moses had a cross to bear too, just as each of us do.
He had to be persistent or his enemies would triumph. And
as the passage from Exodus tells us he had trouble enduring its weight. His “cross” was too much for him, just as
ours are. But Aaron and Hur came to help him. They held
his hands up. They prayed with him. They prayed from the

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2022
rising of the sun to its setting. They prayed constantly and
never gave up.
So too, when we are overburdened and not strong enough to
pray alone, or to pray at all, we can go to our brothers and
sisters in Christ and they can hold us up as Arron and Hur
did centuries ago. Never hesitate to ask someone to pray
with or for you. We never have to be alone in our struggles.
We can call on Christ and we can pray with each other and
for each other.
Today’s Gospel message is simple: persevere in prayer.
Never give up, because God listens to those who call out to
Him day and night.

The collaborative choir is still looking for new members.
We are especially in need of a few more men. Practice is
every Thursday at 6:30 in the choir loft at Saint Francis
Church.
Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing
these
instruments
please
contact
Deacon
Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com. Young people who play
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or singers to complete their obligation. We’d love to have you.

