ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, October 8, 2022
5:30PM

John Hill

Memorial

Sunday, October 9, 2022
9:00AM

Josephine Saroja

Memorial

11:30AM

Julia Folan Downing and
Mark & Mary Folan

3rd Anniv.
Memorial

Monday, October 10, 2022
7:00AM

James J. Whalen and
Colleen Whalen Berman

Memorial

Tuesday, October 11, 2022
7:00AM

Anne Dooley

Memorial

Wednesday, October 12, 2022
7:00AM

Special Intention

Thursday, October 13, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, October 14, 2022
7:00AM

John Francis Moore

Memorial

Saturday, October 15, 2022
5:30PM

James Zampine

Anniversary

Sunday, October 16, 2022
9:00AM

John Cicerone

Anniversary

11:30AM

Anthony H. Cataldo, Jr.

5th Anniv.

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.

Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were they not?
Where are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner
returned to give thanks to God?” Then he said to him,
“Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.”
Lk 17:17-19
Readings for the week of October 9, 2022
Sunday:
2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4/
2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19
Monday:
Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/
Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/
Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday:
Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48/
Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Lk 11:42-46
Thursday:
Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/
Lk 11:47-54
Friday:
Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13/
Lk 12:1-7
Saturday:
Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7/
Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

The Collaborative office will be closed on Monday, October
10th in observance of Columbus/Indigenous People’s Day.
October is the month of the Holy Rosary. Please join us
This Monday, October 10, and Monday October 17 and 24
as we pray the Rosary at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi
Church.

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
We’ve all heard the story of the ten lepers, how all ten were
healed but only one came back to give thanks. Over the
centuries Christians have been judging those other nine
harshly, labeling them as ungrateful. Maybe we shouldn’t be
so quick to judge.
As Scripture tells us the one leper that came back had
“realized” that he had been healed. He noticed that he had
been touched by God, that grace had made him well, that he
wouldn’t have to live apart from his family, friends, and
community. He wouldn’t have to die a slow horrible
death. And so, he rightly returned to give thanks.
Is it possible we have been too harsh on the other nine?
From the text of the Gospel, it sounds that instead of being
ungrateful they may not have noticed anything to be grateful
for. Maybe they expected something more spectacular like a
bolt of lightning or a voice coming from the clouds. “Go show
yourself to the priests” was not the “big bang” they expected.
Jesus didn’t even tell them they were healed.
And so, they went on as if they were still lepers. At some
point they may have realized what happened and wanted to
give thanks, but Jesus had already moved on. Or, they may
have continued to live their lives as lepers. Existing in a selfimposed exile, perhaps only to be re-infected by the same
leprosy from which they had already been healed just
because they hadn’t realized the power of Christ in their
lives.
I’m reminded of a story I once heard. I’m not sure if it is true
or not but it brings home a point I’m hoping to make.
It is the story about how elephants used to be trained for the
circus. As it was told, when elephants were young, just
babies, one of their legs was shackled with a strong chain to
a nearby tree. Try as they might, they couldn’t go any
further than the chain would allow. And because they were
just babies, they didn’t have the strength to break the chain.
They grew up believing they had no means for escape.
As they grew into adult elephants the chain was replaced by
a simple rope tied to a stake in the ground. They could have
easily prisoners. Just because they still believed they
couldn’t break free they lived as slaves, existing only to
please their task masters.

The other nine lepers could have been like that. They had
gotten used to diseased living. It was familiar to them. They
still believed they were sick.
So, let’s not be too quick to judge. How many of us have
been touched by the power of Christ, healed from some
ailment, freed from addiction or fear, or anxiety and still don’t
realize that it was the grace of God that did this for us. Are
we ungrateful or oblivious?
Some of us continue to live imprisoned by all the things that
human life can throw at us and not realize that the love of
God, poured out in Christ Jesus, has already set us
free. We aren’t shackled by heavy chains anymore, nor are
we being held by a rope from which we cannot break free.
Every day in big ways and small we are all being healed, set
free, filled with courage and every other kind of blessing we
need by the God who loves us. Let’s carve out some time
every day to look back, reflect and take note of those
graces, appreciate what God has done, and having realized
this power in our lives turn to Jesus and give thanks. And
may we always live in the freedom of God’s children.

The collaborative choir is still looking for new members. We
are especially in need of a few more men. Practice is every
Thursday at 6:30 in the choir loft at Saint Francis Church.
Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing
these instruments please contact Deacon Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com. Young people who play
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or
singers to complete their obligation. We’d love to have you.

OCTOBER 9, 2022

St.




Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

Grades 1-6

Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line. Save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes begin—the week of October 16

St. Francis of Assisi
Theresa M. Colucci
John Shaughnessy
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
The Boy Scouts are in the process of
replacing the cans/bottles collection bin
at St. Clare. Until further notice please
do not leave any of your recycles at
St. Clare.
Thank you for your
cooperation.
Early Bird Special - Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer
Gathering—Saturday, October 15 - 7:00-8:30 AM
St. Mary of the Hills Lower Church, 29 St. Mary’s Road (off
Brook Road), Milton
Topic: BE A Successful & Disciplined Man - Men, we will
be drilling down on a few key aspects of the very rich talk by
Kevin O’Brien, Former NFL Player heard back in August including starting your day right, what does your self-talk
sound like (are you projecting success or failure for
yourself), and how to grow in virtue/discipline and become
more accomplished in many domains. You are the key to
our success! - We plan on having men share about how they
deal with these different issues and having a robust and
practical discussion. Come open to being challenged with
the opportunity to grow - as always, all are welcome and
bring a friend! Call 617-696-3170 for more information

We had guest visitors during our Religious Education Kickoff event last weekend. St. Francis of Assisi and Wolfie
stopped by to greet the students and families in attendance.

Grade 9-10
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the
website) complete and submit this information

Classes begin—Sunday, October 16th at 5PM at St.
Francis [please note change of location] followed by the
6PM Mass.

October 9:
Twenty-eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel we hear that only one of
those healed returned to glorify God and to give
thanks to God. It is true, that when we have a
grateful heart we know that everything is a gift from God.
To give thanks for all that God has given to you, have
you considered answering the call to help serve the
poor by joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is NEXT weekend, October
15-16. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our
pantry Some of the needed items for this month are
small bottles of water, peanut butter/jelly, oatmeal, pasta/
pasta sauce; toilet paper; cleaning products/sponges;
laundry detergent/fabric softener; bath soap. However, we
are grateful for anything you wish to donate. If you forgot or
prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul
paragraph to learn how you can help.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4). Blue envelopes are in holders on the
back inside wall of the church. Please use them for
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.
Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462
will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall will
also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month. The
next regularly scheduled meeting is THIS
Tuesday, October 11th at 7:00PM.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
October 9 ~ Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time—A holiday
weekend in New England is, of itself, a good reason to give thanks. In
spite of summer’s drought, causing a less than vibrant array of color,
the fall season seems to invite us to acknowledge the variety of ways
God has been present and blessing us. It is also good for to recall with
gratitude when God carried you through a difficulty -a sickness, the
death of a loved one, employment concerns, or concerns about
children. Our gospel today recounts the familiar story of the ten
lepers. All were made clean, but only one expressed gratitude. Take a
moment today to say thank you to God for the ways God was present
with you when times were rough and those times when you were
surprised by God’s presence and peace. Let’s be like the leper who
went back to say thank you, not be like the nine who didn’t!
14th Annual Archdiocesan Justice Convocation - Saturday,
October 22, 2022, 10am – 12:30pm (Virtual) - “Migrants and
Refugees: Who are they? Where are they?” Please join us to learn
why over 100 million people in the world are on the move. Learn
from Sean Callahan, President of Catholic Relief Services (CRS) about
who is displaced and why. Sean has personally visited more migrants
and refugees than anyone else in the world. CRS touches the lives of
over 150 million people a year. Hear from Marjean Perhot with Catholic
Charities about what the Church is doing in Boston and how parishes
can help. Join Cardinal Seán O’Malley as he celebrates Mass and
helps us discern our personal call from Jesus to serve. For free
registration and information: www.bostoncatholic.org/health-and-social
-services/social-justice-ministry
Homeschooling (10/12) - Are you Homeschooling this year? Would
you like to meet other families in your region of the Archdiocese?
Please join us for one of two Opening School Year Masses followed by
a BYOL gathering: Friday, 10/7 at St. Rose of Lima, Topsfield for
12:00pm Mass or Wednesday, 10/12 at St. Mary Parish, Dedham for
11:00am Mass. For more information, please contact Fr. Ed Riley,
Spiritual Director, Office for Homeschooling at: eriley@rcab.org.
Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (Sat., 10/15) - from
9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral Center, Braintree - The Family Life team
invites all parents who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and
no matter how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving
Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout sessions, an Emmaus
Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and time for reflection.
Meals are included. For more information,
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or visit emfgp.org.
Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to attend
a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Fall dates are
10/29, and 11/19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, contact
Project
Rachel
at
508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

October 9, 2022 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ten lepers were cured. Only one returned to give thanks.
When we fall victim to entitlement, we diminish our capacity
to love. Never satisfied, we walk around with outstretched
arms, eagerly searching for the next thing we want so that
we can acquire it ourselves. Very rarely do entitled hands
hold anything to freely give away to others. Entitled hands
also find it challenging to reach toward heaven in a gesture
of gratitude and praise. We are often more obsessed with
celebrating our victories, securing our assets, safeguarding
our futures, and stacking the deck of life in our favor rather
than relishing and absorbing the gift of the moment and
blessings received.
Entitled people find it difficult to pray properly. When the
subject of our prayer is mostly about our needs and wants,
we are falling into the trap of deception. We foolishly try to
convince God that our tiny worlds are of greater importance
than His. In ancient times, people would offer sacrifices to
“the gods” to secure protection and favors. Our God desires
mercy, not sacrifice, because He is about love and justice,
not simply meeting our agendas. Every breath is a gift.
Prayer, which is a celebration of that gift, acknowledges the
Giver. Prayer strengthens the bond between Giver and
receiver, creating a deepening awareness that nothing I am
or anything I have can exist apart from His Divine Will. It also
reminds us that we have done nothing to merit the
unconditional love and mercy God showers upon us. Prayer
is not just about getting what I need but celebrating who I
am.
For St. Therese of Lisieux prayer is “a surge of the heart; it is
a simple look turned toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition
and of love, embracing both trial and joy.” When our hearts
“surge” toward God, we rush to the Source of our restoration
and wholeness, knowing our longing for God’s Divine
embrace. Prayer is a response to God’s graciousness with
an act of gratitude returned by us. In prayer, we gaze upon
each other in that sacred space where I give myself to God
as He is, and God gives Himself to me as I am. We cannot
take another step without saying thank you. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus healed 10 very sick men, but only one remembered
to thank God. God heals your body every day, too. You
may not even notice how God keeps you healthy. All
around you, germs live on door knobs, shopping carts, and
toys. When you catch the flu or a cold, God heals you. He
keeps on healing you until he's ready to take you home to
heaven. Thank God for keeping you healthy and for healing
you, too.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for all the ways you heal my body.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of tiny germ bugs on a door knob.
Mission for the Week
One way to stay healthy is to wash your hands, especially
before you eat. Remember to thank God for the soap and
the clean water with which you wash.

