
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Please see the inserted Financial Statement for 
September, 2022. 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

The Citizen’s Bank Building 
across the street from the church 
(865 Washington Street) is under 
new ownership.  The new owners 
have planned their cleaning and 
landscaping services for Sundays 

and therefore need the lot to be vacant.  Please do not park 
in this lot.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
THIS Tuesday day, November 1 is All Saints’ Day, a Holy 
Day of Obligation.  The Mass schedule for the St. Francis 
of Assisi/St. Clare Collaborative is: 
St. Francis of Assisi 
Monday, October 31 Vigil 5:30PM 
Tuesday, November 1  7:00AM, and 12:10PM 
St. Clare 
Monday, October 31 Vigil 4:00PM 
Tuesday, November 1  9AM and 5:30PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, 

and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay 
it four times over.” - Lk 19:8 

 
Readings for the week of October 30, 2022 
Sunday: Wis 11:22—12:2/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9,  

 10-11, 13, 14/2 Thes 1:11—2:2/ 

 Lk 19:1-10  

Monday: Phil 2:1-4/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/ 

 Lk 14:12-14  

Tuesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab,  

 5-6/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a  

Wednesday: Wis 4:7-14/Ps 25:6, and 7b, 17-18,  

 20-21/Rom 5:17-21/Mt 11:25-30 

Thursday: Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 

 Lk 15:1-10  

Friday: Phil 3:17—4:1/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab,  

 4cd-5/Lk 16:1-8  

Saturday: Phil 4:10-19/Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 

 9/Lk 16:9-15  

Next Sunday: 2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/Ps 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15 

 [15b]/2 Thes 2:16—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 

 20:27, 34-38 

Saturday, October 29, 2022   

5:30PM Frances Hurley & Jen Grasso Anniversary 

Sunday, October 30, 2022  

9:00AM Anne Conolly 4th Anniv. 

11:30AM Peggy Quirk & Patricia Crilley Anniversary 

Monday, October 31, 2022 

7:00AM   

5:30PM 

Tuesday, November 1, 2022  

7:00AM   

12:10PM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Wednesday, November 2, 2022  

7:00AM John Francis Moore Memorial 

Thursday, November 3, 2022  

7:00AM   

Friday, November 4, 2022  

7:00AM Maria “Cathy” Leitao Memorial 

Saturday, November 5, 2022  

5:30PM Thomas Pokaski Memorial 

Sunday, November 6, 2022  

9:00AM Mary E. Boudreaux Anniversary 

11:30AM Michael Kaplan 10th Anniv. 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

In the first letter of Peter, we are instructed: “Always be 
ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for the 
reason for your hope.” (1 Peter 3:15) So, are we ready to do 
that? Can we defend our faith and if not why? 
  

Many years ago, before I even new what a deacon was, 
before I had met my wife, I had become involved in a 
Charismatic prayer group at Saint Joseph’s in Quincy. Every 
Thursday night that church was packed from 8:00 to 11:00 
PM. With its emphasis on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
the Charismatic Renewal is still very much a part of my 
overall spirituality. In the mid-seventies I was asked to join a 
community of lay men called “The House of Prayer.” We 
lived here in Braintree on Vine Street, a short walk from 
Saint Thomas More.   
  

One day a pair of Christians, evangelizing the neighborhood, 
approached me.  I’m not sure if they rang the doorbell or if I 
just happened to be in front of the house for some reason 
but they asked the typical question “Have you been saved?” 
Well, of course I said yes. “When?” they wanted to know. 
“Well I’m not sure of the exact date I was a baby at the time.” 
“Do you have a church you go to?” I told them that I go to 
Mass on Sundays at St. Ann in Wollaston and that I attend 
Mass and prayer meetings at Saint Joe’s on Thursday 
nights. They had a Catholic right where they wanted him. 
“Do you pray in tongues?” the trap was set. “Yes, I do.” Ah 
haaa! (They really didn’t say that, but the tone was 
there.)  They knew something I didn’t.  “According to 
scripture they lectured, tongues have ceased.” They were 
referring to 1:Cor 13:8-10. Of course, I responded correctly 
that the verse does not say that.  It says that 
tongues will cease when what is perfect comes, Jesus. They 
responded by saying that Jesus had come and therefore 
tongues have ceased. But I pointed out that Paul’s letter to 
the Corinthians had not been written until after the 
Ascension and the gift of tongues among other gifts did not 
appear until after the Ascension. Therefore, Paul must have 
been writing about the second coming of Christ and 
therefore that outpouring of the Holy Spirit was still available 
to the Church.  Case closed! (I wasn’t rude and didn’t really 
say case closed.) They walked away, surprised I think, that a 
Catholic could hold his own against “Bible believing” 
Christians. Well of course, it was the Catholic Church that 
gave the world the Bible. 
  

A Jehovah Witness (former Catholic) once commented that 
Catholics never pray to the Father. What? Have you never 

been to Mass? The whole of Mass is a prayer to the Father. 
The Liturgy of the Hours are prayers directed to the Father. 
All of our sacramental rituals are filled with prayers to the 
Father. Even if you only noticed the Lord’s Prayer you’d 
know this was a false understanding of Catholicism. 
  

Even our own often do not understand and are led astray by 
well-meaning but misinformed Christians who believe all 
kinds of crazy things about Catholics.  I knew a woman 
once, she was in one of my folk groups back in the day.  She 
had developed a hunger for Scripture but found it impossible 
to find a Bible study in a Catholic Church so she went to the 
Pentecostal Church for their Bible study. One day she came 
to practice and announced that she would no longer be 
Catholic that she was going to this other church. “Why would 
you do something like that?” I asked. “Because of all the 
false teachings in the Catholic Church.” she responded. Of 
course, we wanted to know what she meant by this. “Well, 
for one thing” she said angrily, “the Catholic right of Baptism. 
I don’t need the Catholic Church to give me the right to be 
baptized!”  This was cringe worthy. I tried to explain to her 
that there are three words that sound the same that have 
very different meanings. We have w-r-i-t-e, which means to 
write something down on paper. There is the word r-i-g-h-t 
which could mean either the opposite of left, or as she used 
it, something like the right to free speech. And finally, there 
is the word r-i-t-e, which means ritualistic actions. It wasn’t 
her fault really.  No one ever explained rites and rituals. It 
was a time when you were expected to just accept Church 
teaching without question. Times were changing. 
  

That world is gone. Everything we believe is questioned. It is 
challenged by other Christian faiths. It is being ridiculed and 
villainized in media. Many falsely claim that science 
disproves religious beliefs. Many would have us keep our 
faith and beliefs in the confines of a building for one hour a 
week and God help us if take it to the town square. 
  

I’m sure there are many people in our collaborative who 
might be puzzled about Church teaching, morality, or a 
particular Scripture passage. Maybe you are being 
challenged by a question from a well-meaning Protestant 
evangelist. A lot of us have children or young people in our 
lives who no longer practice their faith and when we ask 
them why, we don’t know how to respond.  
  

I invite you to send me your questions on any aspect of faith, 
scripture, liturgy, sacraments etc. 
to askdeaconjoe@gmail.com 
  

If I don’t have the answer, I’ll find it and once a month I’ll 
publish a response to one or two. If it is not published in the 

bulletin I’ll try and email you an answer back. 

THIRY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

mailto:askdeaconjoe@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Theodore James Hypolite 

 

St. Clare 
Abigail Stephanie Jeri 

Madelyn Rose MacEwen 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Judith O’Connor 
Brian J. Finnigan 

Ronald Speth 
 

St. Clare 
Mary E. Bimmler 
William F. Carr 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 

 
 

 
 

David Gabriel Gonzalez & Meaghan Rose Cloherty     III 

 
 
 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Highlights include: 
Registration—Form available on website.  Download and 
complete on line.  Save and email to klane@sfab.org 
No classes this week.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the 
website) complete and submit this information 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
No Classes this week 
Next classes, Sunday, November 13 
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass 

 

The Boy Scouts have decided  
that they will not be replacing 
the cans/bottles collection bin 
at St. Clare.  There is a Boy 
Scout collection bin at the Ivory 
Street Transfer Station.  Please 

do not leave any of your recycles at St. Clare.  Thank you 
for your cooperation. 
 

OCTOBER 30, 2022 



 

 

October 30: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
In the Gospel today, Zacchaeus accepts our Lord 
joyfully; and the sign of his acceptance is his open 

house and his resolution to give half of his goods to the 
poor.  Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul you also show your acceptance of our Lord by 
joyfully sharing your goods with your neighbor who is 
hungry, hopeless, alone and frightened. 
 

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 

 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 
will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall will also 
meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  The next 

regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 8th at 
7:00PM. 
 

The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of 
Columbus, will be conducting their annual Tootsie 
Roll Fund Raiser for children with special needs 
the weekend of October 29 and 30, 2022.  The 
Knights will be at the entrances of the church after all 
weekend Masses to accept donations.  Please be as 
generous as possible 
 

The Braintree Knight of Columbus will pray the Rosary on 
the 5th Sunday, October 30th at Saint Clare's at 9:30AM.  
Weather permitting, we will gather outside in the grotto at the 
statue of the Blessed Mother Mary. If it rains, we will meet in 
the sanctuary.  All are invited and encouraged to attend. 
  

Early Bird Special Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer 
Gathering—Saturday, Nov. 5th,    9:00 – 1:00 
Be a strong catholic man retreat for men 

We will have a half day retreat on Sat. Nov. 5th at the 
Oblates St. Joseph's Retreat Center– from 9:00 to 1:00 pm.  
Fr. Bill Neubecker, of the Oblates, who directed the well-
received Lenten retreat will be our retreat master. 
Details—Registration - 8:30 to 9:00;  Start-time – 9:00; Ends 
- 1pm; Mass - 11:30;  Lunch-12:30  Cost - $50 – check 
made out to the Oblates of the Virgin Mary 

Food - continental breakfast buffet and lunch provided  
 

Email Phil Plageman at jamet@comcast.net to register and 
get details about sending a check. Preregistration is strongly 
encouraged for planning purposes – thanks!!!   
 

St. Joseph Retreat Center -65 Father Carney Dr. (off Adams 
St.), Milton  

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

October 30 ~ Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Take note of Zacchaeus, in today’s gospel, because he was 
“seeking to see who Jesus was.” Notice also that Jesus 
responded immediately to Zacchaeus.  The lesson is simple – 
if you are seeking Jesus, it doesn’t matter if you are rich or 
poor, young or old, have a high-powered job or no job at 
all.  As he did with Zacchaeus, Jesus wants to come to “your 
house” to your heart.  All that is needed an open heart, and 
the willingness to welcome Him.  Seek Jesus out whether you 
are the seeker, or the seeker is someone you know.  The 
reward will be an encounter you won’t regret.  
 

Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – The 
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special 
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to attend 
a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Fall date: 11/19 
from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten 
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project Rachel at 
508.651.3100  or help@projectrachelboston.com. 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass -All couples celebrating 
their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding anniversaries are invited to 
join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, 
November 6 at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 
Boston. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special 
blessing by the Cardinal.  Couples can register at bit.ly/
AnniversaryMass2022. For more information, please 
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 
 

Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in 
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to 
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on 
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another 
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way. 
For information on the Nov. 11-13 weekend, please 
visit HelpOurMarriage.org 
 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about 
religious life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on 
Zoom.  The topic is: “Sisters on the Frontlines.” If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ 
at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 for more 
information and the link to the meeting. 
 

Certificate in Theology and a Certificate in Catholic 
Evangelization -If you want to learn more about what we as 
Catholics believe or learn strategies about how to bring others 
into a more deeply lived faith, sign up for a Certificate in 
Theology and/or a  Certificate in Catholic 
Evangelization being offered again this fall by The Institute 
for the New Evangelization (TINE) starting November 5. Learn 
more at evangelizeboston.com/formation/certificates/ 

mailto:jamet@comcast.net
https://bit.ly/AnniversaryMass2022
https://bit.ly/AnniversaryMass2022
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qI43M74Kinh31mGUKAq21d3LRo7RfiVgomRnwXiEjXnOUV1-J5pQa5xYudEzw4RbDSd8FNrLW0w72387_OmviHqo9La5mOnGutsRguunvdAcaRscbm6Df8nDt99_PftOIbfBtQTE_mpD4641G82QDoUFB1mKH2Dy&c=pp6xwvnAcDrA6DdF-BfWE0RI3tpx_91q56Udqv2q8JPt79_mXA2sHA==&ch=ixEM
mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 30, 2022 - 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Barry had a life sentence in prison for doing unthinkable 
crimes. He would often remark to the chaplain that he was 
an atheist and could not bring himself to believe in any 
“god.” When the chaplain asked why, Barry quickly retorted 
that the book of Genesis speaks of God creating everything 
and feeling very good about it. God’s creation of people and 
things is beautiful. Barry continued, “If there is a God who 
creates something and likes what He makes and that God is 
good, then how could He have created someone as evil as 
me?” The chaplain fell silent as tears welled up in his eyes. 
“God loves you too, Barry. The stuff that you did is another 
matter. God puts His image and likeness in each one of us, 
in our souls. How can God not love himself?” God cannot 
despise or hate anything or anyone. He made you. Life hurt 
you. He is always about unconditional love and mercy. Barry 
found a glimmer of hope that day and was touched by love. 
 

Zacchaeus met love incarnate in Jesus. He knew there was 
something special about him, and he had to see Jesus for 
himself. Realizing and knowing God’s unconditional, 
penetrating love is a game-changer. Sinners don’t repulse 
Jesus, he wants to eat with them! We can often find 
ourselves conflicted about how God sees us. We want to 
believe that He loves us, but other tapes playing in our 
heads convince us that this cannot be true. We carry our 
sins around like heavy sacks weighing on our shoulders. We 
are crippled.  
 

God’s divine blessing lives in each of our souls. It is our 
essential goodness, a free gift given to us by God.  The 
beginnings of salvation’s blessings are discovered when we 
begin to understand who God is, who we are, and how we 
are to act relative to our brothers and sisters. We become 
more focused and courageous, eager to gather up all of the 
fragments of our lives and become whole. Zacchaeus, after 
meeting Jesus, finally knew who he was. He saw his sins 
and his potential for goodness as a blest child of God. When 
we allow God to meet us and touch us in such a profound 
way, we find what our selfishness has lost. We are on the 
road to salvation.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Zacchaeus had gotten very rich by taking money from his 
neighbors, so nobody liked him. He was very lonely and 
sad. When Jesus talked to him, Zacchaeus felt special. 
When Jesus ate dinner with Zacchaeus, Jesus showed that 
he was a real friend. When Zacchaeus felt God's love, he 
was truly happy for the first time. Jesus gave him what he 
really wanted - friendship - so he gave extra money back to 
his neighbors. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to see that real happiness comes from 
loving Jesus, not money. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Zacchaeus happily giving money back to 
his neighbors. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Read today's Gospel with your family. Write down three 
things you can do each day to spend more time with Jesus 
as your friend. 


