
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Citizen’s Bank Building across the street from the 
church (865 Washington Street) is under new ownership.  
The new owners have planned their cleaning and 
landscaping services for Sundays and therefore need the lot 
to be vacant.  Please do not park in this lot.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“But the tax collector stood off at a distance…and 
prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ I tell you, 

the latter went home justified, not the former; for 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one 

who humbles himself will be exalted.” -  
Lk 18:13a, 13c-14 

 
Readings for the week of October 23, 2022 
Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 

 19, 23 [7a]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/ 

 Lk 18:9-14  

Monday: Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/ 

 Lk 13:10-17  

Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/ 

 Lk 13:18-21  

Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab,  

 13cd-14/Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/ 

 Lk 13:31-35  

Friday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16  

Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef/ 

 Lk 14:1, 7-11  

Next Sunday: Wis 11:22—12:2/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9,  

 10-11, 13, 14/2 Thes 1:11—2:2/ 

 Lk 19:1-10 

 
 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary.  Please join us 
This Monday, October 17, and Monday October 24 as we 
pray the Rosary at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.  

Saturday, October 22, 2022   

5:30PM Chester Diaute, Jr. Anniversary 

Sunday, October 23, 2022  

9:00AM Giles Parker Memorial 

11:30AM John McGrath Memorial 

Monday, October 24, 2022 

7:00AM Czeslawa “Jesse” Nowak Memorial 

Tuesday, October 25, 2022  

7:00AM Michael James McIntyre Memorial 

Wednesday, October 26, 2022  

7:00AM Virginia Mahoney Anniversary 

Thursday, October 27, 2022  

7:00AM Michael J. Richardi Memorial 

Friday, October 28, 2022  

7:00AM John Francis Moore Memorial 

Saturday, October 29, 2022  

5:30PM Frances Hurley & Jen Grasso Anniversary 

Sunday, October 30, 2022  

9:00AM Anne Conolly 4th Anniv. 

11:30AM Peggy Quirk & Patricia Crilley Anniversary 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

 
Those of us old enough to remember the old TV variety 
show “The Smothers Brothers” might recall this recurring 
joke.  Tommy Smothers (the more dim-witted one) would get 
frustrated and announce to his brother that “Mom always 
liked you best.” I think people found it funny because deep 
down inside I think we’ve all felt that way at one time or 
another. 
  

A running joke at my house goes something like this. My 
daughter will announce that she is my favorite and I 
immediately respond “Yes, you are.” But then I turn toward 
my son, shake my head and whisper “no, you’ll always be 
my favorite.” Of course the whole routine is reversed when 
my son announces that he is my favorite. Then I turn toward 
my daughter, shake my head and whisper “no, you’ll always 
be my favorite.” 
  

I would needle my mother from time to time in front of one of 
my sisters using that Tommy Smothers’ line.  I’d turn to my 
sister Julie and say “Mom always liked you best!” Mom 
would object and say “I do not!!” And Julie would then say 
something like “Oh, so you like him best.”  “I do not!” she’d 
reply, ”I love all my children the same.”  I have to admit I got 
a lot of mileage out of that joke. 
  

Today we learn something about God that my own mother 
expressed to us when we were teasing her. That the Lord is 
a God “who knows no favorites.” (Sirach 35:15) 
  

At first glance we might look at today’s readings and surmise 
that God does indeed have favorites: the poor; the weak; the 
oppressed; the widow and orphan. And on the other hand, 
He confronts evil doers and erases the memory of them from 
the earth. (Ps 34:17). It might seem like he loves one and 
hates the other. 
  

But is that what’s happening?  I don’t think so. Parents 
understand that each child has different needs at different 
times in their lives. One child for example, may need extra 
nurturing or some kind of medical care or support with a 
learning disability. The extra attention shown to that child 
may look like Mom loves that child more when in fact she is 
just giving the child what he or she needs. 
  

Those same loving parents may discover that a different 
child has been acting like a bully: terrorizing their 
classmates; teasing other children and stealing their lunch 
money. When mom and dad find out, they confront the child. 

They express anger, raise their voices and mete out 
punishment. For a moment it might look like they hate the 
child. But no, they love that child, too, and just like the one 
who was sick got the medicine he needed, this errant child 
was given what he needed – discipline.    
  

Growing up we were all a little bit like both of those children 
and as adults we realize that the discipline we received from 
our parents was just as vital to our well-being as the 
nurturing we received. We became better men and women 
because of it. So it is with God, a loving Father who cares for 
all His children. If God disciplines His people it is because 
they need it. They need it so that they can turn their lives 
around and be better people. All the Father’s actions toward 
us, however we might perceive them, are always intended 
toward our good and for our salvation.   
  

“We know that all things work for good for those who love 
God.” (Rom 8:28) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The collaborative choir is still looking for new members. We 
are especially in need of a few more men.  Practice is every 
Thursday at 6:30 in the choir loft at Saint Francis Church. 
  

Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as 
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing 
these instruments please contact Deacon Joe 
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com.  Young people who play 
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or 
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or 
singers to complete their obligation.  We’d love to have you. 
 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

mailto:deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Maddison Olivia Kinney 

 

St. Clare 
Vincent Anthony Cassaro 
Jaxon Walker Donahue 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Alice Driscoll 

Nancy L. Curreri 
Mark Ostman 

Sharon A. Whitney 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 

David Gabriel Gonzalez & Meaghan Rose Cloherty 

 
 
 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Highlights include: 
Registration—Form available on website.  Download and 
complete on line.  Save and email to klane@sfab.org 
Classes began—this past week 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the 
website) complete and submit this information 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Classes this week—Sunday, October 23rd  
Grade 9 — 5-6PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Grade 10—5—6PM at St. Clare followed by the 6:00PM 
Mass.  Parents are welcome to attend the Mass 

 

The Boy Scouts are in the process of 
replacing the cans/bottles collection 
bin at St. Clare.  Until further notice 
please do not leave any of your 
recycles at St. Clare.  Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

 

OCTOBER 23, 2022 



 

 

October 23: Thirtieth-Sunday in Ordinary 
Time -In this Sunday’s Gospel, the tax 
collector’s prayer allows God to be God and so 
allows God to pour mercy into his heart. When 
we pray and give alms to the poor, we allow 

God’s mercy to be poured into their hearts. 
In the month of October, through your gifts, the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring God’s love and 
mercy to families, providing food, payment of utility and 
rent bills, etc. Thank You! 
 

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 

 

The Next meeting of the Knights of 
Columbus Braintree Council with be Friday 
evening October 28th at the Saint Francis of 
Assisi lower church hall.  We will start with 
an opening prayer followed by Pizza and 
good conversation starting at 6:45PM. Then 

at 7:30PM we will login to the Fraternal Benefits Department 
presentation by a guest speaker on “Purpose Driven 
Retirement Strategies”, “without losing sight of your faith and 
values.”  All are welcome to attend. 
 

The Braintree Council , #1462, Knights of 
Columbus, will be conducting their annual 
Tootsie Roll Fund Raiser for children with 
special needs the weekend of October 29 and 
30, 2022.  The Knights will be at the entrances 
of the church after all weekend Masses to accept donations.  
Please be as generous as possible 
 

The Braintree Knight of Columbus will pray the Rosary on 
the 5th Sunday, October 30th at Saint Clare's at 9:30AM.  
Weather permitting, we will gather outside in the grotto at the 
statue of the Blessed Mother Mary. If it rains, we will meet in 
the sanctuary.  All are invited and encouraged to attend. 
  
 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

October 23 ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Pharisee in today’s gospel is filled with self-praise 
whereas the tax collector is filled with humility, “O God, be 
merciful to me a sinner.”  This parable tells us important things 
about prayer.  When praying we need only place ourselves 
honestly and humbly before God.  There is no need to make 
comparisons to others, no need of praising ourselves for the 
good we think we have done, and certainly no need to think 
ourselves unworthy of God’s mercy and love.  Make your 
prayer like that of the tax collector, seeing ourselves like 
others – a sinner among sinners all in need of God’s 
mercy!  Remembering the words of the psalmist: “The Lord 
hears the cry of the poor.”                     
 

Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – The 
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special 
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to attend 
a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Fall dates are 
10/29, and 11/19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. 
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, contact 
P r o j e c t  R a c h e l  a t  5 0 8 . 6 5 1 . 3 1 0 0  
or help@projectrachelboston.com. 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6) 
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding 
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, 
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a 
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal.  Couples 
can register at bit.ly/AnniversaryMass2022. For more 
information, please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 
 

Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in 
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to 
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on 
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another 
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way. 
For information on the Nov. 11-13 weekend, please 
visit HelpOurMarriage.org 
 

Certificate in Theology and a Certificate in Catholic 
Evangelization 
If you feel called to learn more about what we as Catholics 
believe or want to learn strategies about how to bring others 
into a more deeply lived faith, then you want to sign up for one 
of our Certificate program—a Certificate in Theology and 
a Certificate in Catholic Evangelization are being offered 
again this fall by The Institute for the New Evangelization 
(TINE) starting November 5. Classes meet one Saturday a 
month at the Pastoral Center in Braintree and are taught by 
seasoned theologians and practitioners. Learn more at 
evangelizeboston.com/formation/certificates/ 

https://bit.ly/AnniversaryMass2022
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qI43M74Kinh31mGUKAq21d3LRo7RfiVgomRnwXiEjXnOUV1-J5pQa5xYudEzw4RbDSd8FNrLW0w72387_OmviHqo9La5mOnGutsRguunvdAcaRscbm6Df8nDt99_PftOIbfBtQTE_mpD4641G82QDoUFB1mKH2Dy&c=pp6xwvnAcDrA6DdF-BfWE0RI3tpx_91q56Udqv2q8JPt79_mXA2sHA==&ch=ixEM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October 23, 2022 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
There is a thing called “false piety.” It is when we wear a 
religious disguise of devotion, attend to our obligations, and 
outwardly abide by rules while being inwardly unkind, 
uncharitable, and exclusive. Wearing the right clothes, 
saying the proper prayers, being in sacred places, and 
reading devotional books, those exhibiting false piety craftily 
try to control others using the pretense of love. The 
Pharisees, consistently criticized by Jesus, are prime 
examples. Thinking they are superior to others, they foolishly 
believe they are better positioned with God and more worthy 
of God’s attention. Forming an exclusive “club,” they divide 
things between “mine” and “yours” and “us” and “them.” 
They quickly criticize and point out flaws and errors in rituals 
and thinking. Conformity becomes the first commandment 
and control is the game’s name. 
 

The requirements for “club membership” are clear: do what 
we do, think what we think, and believe what we believe. 
Attempting to control others using the lure of “status” or 
“salvation,” they seduce others into thinking that conformity 
is the only way to holiness. Clinging to “my beliefs,” “my 
parish,” “my way of thinking,” they fail to see the more 
significant relationship with God that is veiled in all of these 
superficial rules and practices. Shallow, hollow, and empty 
vessels, they gloss over the more important virtues of 
justice, mercy, faithfulness, and forgiveness. Sparkling clean 
on the outside, but dirty on the inside. Spiritual arrogance is 
a grave sin. It alienates and hurts the little ones, those 
considered “least” in the kingdom.  
 

God knows no favorites. Everyone belongs regardless of 

whether you are an official, bona fide member. Sometimes 

membership may be a detriment to actually living the Gospel 

if you’re joining the team for the wrong reasons. The 

genuinely humble ones may not appear to be overly “pious.” 

They may not know all of the proper prayers or abide by all 

of the correct rituals, but they know that they are broken and 

need mercy. There is no shame in being broken. In fact, 

many things need to be broken in order to be what they truly 

are! There is a reason Jesus told us to pray in private. It’s 

only between you and God. It is nobody else’s business.   

©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
If you have ever thought that you were better than some-
body else, you are not alone. Even grown-ups think that 
way sometimes. The truth is, you really are not better than 
anyone else. You sin. You make mistakes, just like other 
people do. No matter how big or how small you think your 
mistakes are, they still make God angry. Instead of looking 
down on other people, remember your own mistakes. Ask 
God to forgive you. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, I am so sorry I ever thought I was better than 
anybody else. Please forgive me. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of something you did wrong. Then draw a 
picture of yourself asking God to forgive you. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Ask everyone in your class to make cards for people in pris-
on. Jesus knows when people are truly sorry for what they 
have done wrong. Jesus wants to forgive prisoners, just like 
he wants to forgive you. 


