ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, October 15, 2022
5:30PM

James Zampine

Anniversary

Sunday, October 16, 2022
9:00AM

John Cicerone

Anniversary

11:30AM

Anthony H. Cataldo, Jr.

5th Anniv.

Monday, October 17, 2022
7:00AM

Steven Richard & Joan O’Leary

Memorial

Tuesday, October 18, 2022
7:00AM

Dibeh Habchi

Memorial

Wednesday, October 19, 2022
7:00AM

Diane Berry & Thomas McCarthy Memorial

Thursday, October 20, 2022
7:00AM

John Francis Moore

Memorial

Friday, October 21, 2022
7:00AM

Patrizia J. Darcy

Anniversary

Saturday, October 22, 2022
5:30PM

Chester Diaute, Jr.

Anniversary

Sunday, October 23, 2022
9:00AM

Giles Parker

Memorial

11:30AM

John McGrath

Memorial

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

The Citizen’s Bank Building across the street from the
church (865 Washington Street) is under new ownership.
The new owners have planned their cleaning and
landscaping services for Sundays and therefore need the lot
to be vacant. Please do not park in this lot. Thank you.

“Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to
answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice is
done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?” - Lk 18:7-8
Readings for the week of October 16, 2022
Sunday:
Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8
Monday:
Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5/
Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday:
2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,
17-18/Lk 10:1-9
Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/
Lk 12:39-48
Thursday:
Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12,
18-19/Lk 12:49-53
Friday:
Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Lk 12:54-59
Saturday:
Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/
Lk 13:1-9
Next Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-18,
19, 23 [7a]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/
Lk 18:9-14

October is the month of the Holy Rosary. Please join us
This Monday, October 17, and Monday October 24 as we
pray the Rosary at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
In today’s Gospel, after the parable about the unjust judge,
Jesus poses a question. “Will not God then secure the rights
of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night?” It isn’t
really a question He has already led us to the answer; of
course, God will answer the prayers of those who call out to
Him.
In our lives we all receive our fair share of crosses to
bear. Some of us, it seems, receive more than our fair
share. Some of these crosses may appear insurmountable.
They’re too much for us to handle alone. It might be a
serious medical diagnosis, one for ourselves or that of a
loved one. There could be a crisis in our marriage or a
struggle with addiction, either our own or someone we care
about. And so we turn to the One who promises us that we
will never be alone, that He will never abandon us. We cry
out to God.
On the way home from the doctor, for example, we say a
prayer asking that we might be healed or that we will have
the strength to endure unpleasant treatments, uncertain
outcomes, and our own mortality. That prayer on the way
home is not the last one we’ll say. And if you had an
addicted daughter or son you would pray constantly for their
recovery. Persistence matters.
The raising of the staff of God by Moses was itself a prayer
for victory over the enemies of Israel. The raising of ones
hands is an ancient position for prayer which exists even
today. Think of the priest at Mass during the Lord ’s Prayer.
“The action of Moses lifting up the Staff of God during the
battle with Amalek is the source of many references to
Amalek in our ancient hymns for the Cross. As you can
guess by now, the Staff of God is an image being joined by
the Fathers who wrote our hymns to the image of the Cross
of Jesus Christ. They did not make this association up,
however. They were simply reading the Scripture and seeing
what was there.” - Fr. Andrew Stephen Damik
And so Moses had a cross to bear too, just as each of us do.
He had to be persistent or his enemies would triumph. And
as the passage from Exodus tells us he had trouble enduring
its weight. His “cross” was too much for him, just as ours
are. But Aaron and Hur came to help him. They held his

hands up. They prayed with him. They prayed from the
rising of the sun to its setting. They prayed constantly and
never gave up.
So too, when we are overburdened and not strong enough
to pray alone, or to pray at all, we can go to our brothers and
sisters in Christ and they can hold us up as Arron and Hur
did centuries ago. Never hesitate to ask someone to pray
with or for you. We never have to be alone in our struggles.
We can call on Christ and we can pray with each other and
for each other.
Today’s Gospel message is simple: persevere in prayer.
Never give up, because God listens to those who call out to
Him day and night.

The collaborative choir is still looking for new members. We
are especially in need of a few more men. Practice is every
Thursday at 6:30 in the choir loft at Saint Francis Church.
Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing
these instruments please contact Deacon Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com. Young people who play
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or
singers to complete their obligation. We’d love to have you.

OCTOBER 16, 2022

St.




Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

Eoin Charles Healy
Austin Walter Healy

St. Francis of Assisi
Rene Devine
Anne M. Charlton
Paul McGrath, Jr.
James W. Modestino
St. Clare
Anne M. Glynn
Rees Irvine
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
The Boy Scouts are in the process of
replacing the cans/bottles collection
bin at St. Clare. Until further notice
please do not leave any of your
recycles at St. Clare. Thank you for
your cooperation.

Grades 1-6

Information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line. Save and email to klane@sfab.org
Classes begin—the week of October 16

Grade 9-10
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the
website) complete and submit this information

Classes begin—Sunday, October 16th at 5PM at St.
Francis [please note change of location] followed by the
6PM Mass.

October 16: Twenty-ninth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
In the Gospel today Jesus tells his disciples to
pray always without becoming weary., indeed
our prayer must always be an expression of our
love for God, our family, our world, and especially for the
suffering poor.
As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul Blue Envelopes, please say a special prayer for the
poor who have no one to pray for them.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
October 16 ~ Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed. . .
proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or
inconvenient”. Paul makes a strong point about the
importance of listening to and living by the word of God! In
other words, living by God’s word isn’t about picking and
choosing what we’ll take to heart or when we will witness to
our faith. Pray with the words of this familiar hymn “Take the
word of God with you as you go. Take the seeds of God’s
word and let them grow.” Is there a word or challenge you
heard in today’s scripture that God is inviting you to take with
you, to let grow and then proclaim?

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS weekend, October
15-16. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our
pantry Some of the needed items for this month are
small bottles of water, peanut butter/jelly, oatmeal, pasta/
pasta sauce; toilet paper; cleaning products/sponges;
laundry detergent/fabric softener; bath soap. However, we
are grateful for anything you wish to donate. If you forgot or
prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul
paragraph to learn how you can help.

14th Annual Archdiocesan Justice Convocation - Saturday,
October 22, 2022, 10am – 12:30pm (Virtual) - “Migrants and
Refugees: Who are they? Where are they?” Please join us to learn
why over 100 million people in the world are on the move. Learn
from Sean Callahan, President of Catholic Relief Services (CRS) about
who is displaced and why. Sean has personally visited more migrants
and refugees than anyone else in the world. CRS touches the lives of
over 150 million people a year. Hear from Marjean Perhot with Catholic
Charities about what the Church is doing in Boston and how parishes
can help. Join Cardinal Seán O’Malley as he celebrates Mass and
helps us discern our personal call from Jesus to serve. For free
registration and information: www.bostoncatholic.org/health-and-social
-services/social-justice-ministry

Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4). Blue envelopes are in holders on the
back inside wall of the church. Please use them for
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.
Thank you.

Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – The
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a special
invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to attend
a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Fall dates are
10/29, and 11/19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential.
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, contact
Project
Rachel
at
508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

Thank you to all who participated
in the Stop & Shop Bloomin’4Good
program.
We have received
notification that our collaborative
St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry
will receive $102.

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6)
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at bit.ly/AnniversaryMass2022. For more
information, please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next regularly scheduled meeting is
Tuesday, November 8th at 7:00PM.

Retrouvaille (11/11)
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way.
For information on the Nov. 11-13 weekend, please
visit HelpOurMarriage.org

October 16, 2022 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Brendan wouldn’t stop. He continued nagging his mom to let
him have a little more time with his phone. He knew the
rules but wanted to finish a game and text a few more
friends. He begged, had a temper tantrum, pleaded,
screamed, pouted, and used every means he could think of
to get Mom to change her mind. Mom had a busy day and
was tired. At first, she held her ground. Then, her son’s
persistence got the best of her, and she caved. “Brendan,
you can have 30 more minutes and no more!” she retorted.
Brendan’s determination paid off. He won.
Is this how it works with God too? If we want something
enough and feel it is our due, does our persistence allow us
to eventually get our way? Judging God by human
standards, it would seem so. But is this the way God works?
It gets a bit confusing when Jesus tells his disciples to “pray
always without becoming weary” and then further tells them
how God will “secure the rights of his chosen ones who call
out to him day and night.” If we catch God at the right time,
when he’s having a weak moment, then our tenacity ought to
pay off. What we want, we will get. Really? Sadly, the way
many approach prayer suggests that this is precisely how it
goes.
Good parents set boundaries and offer proper discipline.
They learn the art of being steadfast when presented with
determined minds and wills. They know what is best and, at
times, have to say “no.” God is always there with His full
attention and unconditional love showering itself upon us.
God also knows what is best. And, as with any good parent,
the one constant that is always available and never withheld
is love. We can be as persistent and determined as we want
if what we are seeking is God’s love. We are never a bother
and requests for God’s love are never denied. This is the
prayer of the heart. Desiring God alone and not only what
we want God to do for us places this love relationship
foremost in our minds, hearts, and souls. God is never
bothered by this prayer. As we breathe in and exhale out,
the Divine Life freely flows. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
The widow in Jesus' story never gave up. She needed help.
She kept asking for help
over and over until the judge gave her what she needed.
God is so much more loving than the judge in Jesus' story.
If you need help, you can ask God over and over. Don't
give up. Tell God when you are hurt. Tell God when you
need help. He listens carefully to you, and he enjoys helping children who love him.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for caring about me and listening to
my prayers.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of the woman who kept asking the judge for
help.
Mission for the Week
Many children do not have homes or shoes or beds. Ask
God to show you how to help them.

