THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
September 10, 2022
8:00AM
Luke Conboy
Memorial
4:00PM
Eileen M. Lynch
1st Anniv.
Sunday
September 11, 2022
7:45AM
Joan Palmer
Anniversary
10:15AM
David
Healing
6:00PM
Victims of 9/11
Memorial
Saturday
September 17, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Mother Teresa
Memorial
Sunday
September 18, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
William Blake
5th Anniv.
6:00PM
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Anne Dooley
St. Francis of Assisi
Edward Gill
Catherine Cummings
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. James F. Darcy
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

Michael Fabiano & Lisa Cirignano

III

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is NEXT weekend,
September 17-18. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our pantry Some of the needed items for this
month are small bottles of water, juices; tea bags/coffee;
pancake syrup; fruit cups; trash bags; cleaning products/
sponges; laundry detergent/fabric softener; bath soap; personal care items (i.e. women’s adult diapers and wipes).
However, we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4).
Our St. Vincent de Paul
Collaborative Food Pantry has been selected to
benefit from Stop &
Shop’s Bloomin’ 4
Good Program, created
to fight hunger across
the communities they
serve. For the month
of September, a $10.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet with
the red circle sticker from the Stop & Shop at 316 Grove
Street, Braintree will brighten a home or make someone’s
day while also directing a $1 donation to our Food Pantry.
A bouquet of flowers is a great gift! This program makes it
possible to make someone’s day and fight hunger at the
same time. The Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquets with the red
circle sticker are located in the floral section of the store.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
is THIS Tuesday, September 13th at 7:00PM.
COLLABORATIVE CHOIR
With the end of summer vacations and
the beginning of new school year we
begin to enter into those routines of fall
and winter. Our parishes too are getting
into the swing of things. This includes
the music program. The Collaborative
Choir will begin rehearsals Thursday evening September
15th at 7:00 PM. This practice will take place at St. Francis.
We had a very successful choir season last year and hope
to increase our success again. In fact, we will once again
be singing weekly as we did before the pandemic struck.
Parishioners of St. Francis and St. Clare who were not part
of the choir last year but would like to join this year should
contact Deacon Joe at the parish office or by
email, deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail to set up an interview. We
look forward to meeting many new members and welcoming back those who have been faithful members for years
past.

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
The Liturgy of the Eucharist consists of the Eucharistic Prayer and the Rite of Communion. Today we will
look at the Eucharistic Prayer.
The Eucharistic Prayer is first of all a prayer to the
Father. Christ’s passion, death and resurrection was
one act of worship of Christ to the Father and now, the
priest acting in the person of Christ, with the baptized,
offer this same sacrifice. It is not a new sacrifice.
It is in the Eucharistic Prayer that the elements of
bread and wine literally become the Body and Blood
of Christ, a fulfilment of his “Bread of Life” discourse
in John’s Gospel in which he declares “Unless you eat
my flesh and drink my blood you shall not have life
within you” and His command to the Apostles as he
handed them the Passover bread and wine and declared it to be His Body and Blood, and commanded
“Do this in memory of me.”
It might be helpful to understand that “memory” in
that culture meant more than just recalling something
from the past. It meant to make that moment present
again. So, during the Eucharistic Prayer we are not
making a new offering, we aren’t just recalling what
Jesus did, but we are mystically present at the Last
Supper, the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. As the
song asks, “Were you there when the Crucified my
Lord?” Yes, every time we come to Mass.
And so, as Christ offered himself as a sacrifice to the
Father, we too, in the Eucharist Prayer offer ourselves;
all that we are and will be with Christ to the Father.
All too often during the Eucharistic prayer we let our
minds wander and are unaware of the great mystery
unfolding before us.
The following excerpt from the General Instruction of
the Roman Missal (no. 79) outlines the various elements of the Eucharistic Prayer.
a. The thanksgiving (expressed especially in the
Preface), in which the Priest, in the name of the
whole of the holy people, glorifies God the Father
and gives thanks to him for the whole work of salvation or for some particular aspect of it, according
to the varying day, festivity, or time of year.
b. The acclamation, by which the whole congregation, joining with the heavenly powers, sings
the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy). This acclamation,

which constitutes part of the Eucharistic Prayer itself, is pronounced by all the people with
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the Priest.
c. The epiclesis, in which, by means of particular invocations, the Church implores the power of the
Holy Spirit that the gifts offered by human hands
be consecrated, that is, become Christ's Body and
Blood, and that the unblemished sacrificial Victim
to be consumed in Communion may be for the salvation of those who will partake of it.
d. The Institution narrative and Consecration, by
which, by means of the words and actions of Christ,
that Sacrifice is effected which Christ himself instituted during the Last Supper, when he offered his
Body and Blood under the species of bread and
wine, gave them to the Apostles to eat and drink,
and leaving with the latter the command to perpetuate this same mystery.
e. The anamnesis, by which the Church, fulfilling the
command that she received from Christ the Lord
through the Apostles, celebrates the memorial of
Christ, recalling especially his blessed Passion, glorious Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven.
f. The oblation, by which, in this very memorial, the
Church, in particular that gathered here and now,
offers the unblemished sacrificial Victim in the Holy Spirit to the Father. The Church's intention, indeed, is that the faithful not only offer this unblemished sacrificial Victim but also learn to offer their
very selves, and so day by day to be brought,
through the mediation of Christ, into unity with
God and with each other, so that God may at last be
all in all.
g. The intercessions, by which expression is given to
the fact that the Eucharist is celebrated in communion with the whole Church, of both heaven and of
earth, and that the oblation is made for her and for
all her members, living and dead, who are called to
participate in the redemption and salvation purchased by the Body and Blood of Christ.
h. The concluding doxology, by which the glorification
of God is expressed, and which is affirmed and
concluded by the people's acclamation "Amen."
Hopefully, this little article may help us all be more aware
and more attentive to the power, beauty, the promise of the
Eucharistic Prayer and the role it plays in our worship and
spiritual life.

