THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
October 1, 2022
8:00AM
Joseph Kobus
Memorial
4:00PM
John & Mary Harrington Memorial
Sunday
October 2, 2022
7:45AM
Anne Dooley
Month’s Mind
10:15AM
Dennis Riley and
Memorial
Bimbo Vacadiez
6:00PM
Parishioners of St. Clare
Saturday
October 8, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Daniel & Charlotte Mahoney Memorial
Sunday
October 9, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
6:00PM
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to
simplify your weekly contributions, please contact the
collaborative office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Jack Murray Beach

Grades 1-6
An email was sent out this past week regarding this program. This information can be found on the Collaborative
website—www.braintreecatholic.org.
Highlights include:
Registration—Form available on website. Download and
complete on line - save and email to klane@sfab.org
Kick-off Event—THIS Sunday, October 2 at St. Clare
after the 10:15 Mass.
Meeting for Potential Catechists – Monday, October 3
(more information to follow)
Classes begin—the week of October 16
Grade 9-10
Registration—Please scan the QR code below
(or on the website) complete and submit this
information
Classes begin—Sunday, October 16th at 5PM at St.
Clare followed by the 6PM Mass.

St. Francis of Assisi
Desmond Alexander Nashawaty
Aspen Rose See

St. Clare
Paul O’Neil

October is the month of the Holy Rosary. Please join us
Mondays, October 3, 10, 17 and 24 as we pray the Rosary
at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church.

St. Francis of Assisi
Ronald Campanelli
Joseph Breen
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Daniel D. Magni
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

The Annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast
of St. Francis of Assisi will take place THIS Sunday, October 2 at 1:30PM on the plaza in front of the church.
(There will also be a Pet Blessing at the Religious Education Kick-off Event after the 10:15Mass at St. Clare.)
Owners, pets, and pet-lovers are welcome to attend. In the
interest of safety for all please keep your pets restrained or
contained.
The Boy Scouts are in the process of replacing the cans/bottles
collection bin at St. Clare. Until
further notice please do not leave
any of your recycles at St. Clare.
Thank you for your cooperation.

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
“I remind you, to stir into flame the gift of God that you
have through the imposition of my hands.” (2 Tim 1:6)
During my first year of Diaconal formation, some twentytwo years ago, Deacon John Manion, may he rest in peace,
gave a talk to our class. The topic was faith. The quote
from today’s reading to Timothy reminded me of that talk.
I’d like to share with you some of what he told us.
He told us a story of when he lived in Ireland growing
up. His mother would get up early every morning to prepare breakfast and get ready for the day. But before she
could do that she had to get the fire going in the fireplace. This was the way homes were heated and the way
people cooked their meals. Naturally after 8 hours of
slumber the fire had long gone out, or so it appeared.
Somewhere deep within the cooled burnt wood, there was
still a remnant of burning ember. And each morning his
mother would stir what was left of the fireplace until the
oxygen in the room hit the ember and the fire reappeared
and she could add more wood for the day ahead.
Many of us have children, nieces, nephews and grandchildren who have, for one reason or another, left the
faith. They don’t attend mass; only pray when they need
something; never read sacred scripture and do nothing to
nurture the gift God gave them at Baptism. But that flame
of faith given to them in Baptism, although unseen and
forgotten, though smothered beneath years of neglect and
materialism, though a mere remnant of what it once was or
could be is not dead.
John had wanted to be a deacon for some time. He had applied to be accepted into the program. He was denied. He
tried again two years later – denied. He tried a third time
and was denied. He was crushed.
Months later he decided to take a trip back home to Ireland. On the flight over he struck up a conversation with
the man next to him. After some time the gentleman
looked at John and said, “You really should be a deacon,
Have you ever thought of that?” He was in an emotional
spin the rest of his trip. He went up on a hill to pray and a
bit angrily told God a thing or two. “If you want me to be
a deacon then you’re going to have to make it happen. I’m
not going to do anything! And, by the way, I’ll do anything
you ask of me but I will not serve in a prison. Apparently
he grew up in the shadow of prison and it scared him terribly as a child.
When he got back home he went to the 4:00 Mass as usual
and was met at the door by the pastor. “John,” he said,

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2022
“didn’t you want to become a deacon?” After a short pause
he replied “yes” but it sounded more like a question. His
pastor said, “Good, they’re taking up a new class and today
is the last day of interviews. I set up an appointment for
you. It’s in two hours.
God had indeed answered his prayer and had done all the
work. John was accepted and ordained. He spent his entire
Diaconate career as the chaplain at Cedar Grove prison, so
much for telling God what you will or will not do. By the
way he was an outstanding prison chaplain.
Some years later he had developed cancer and needed to
have a very serious surgical procedure. The day before he
went to the hospital there was a Mass at the prison during
which a chair was set up for John to sit in so that each of
the prisoners could one by one lay their hands on him and
say a prayer. One of these prisoners prayed aloud “O God,
please heal John naturally.” John thought, “Fat chance of
that.”
The next day at the hospital as he was being wheeled into
surgery the gurney was stopped in the hall. The surgeon
and another doctor were standing there looking at xrays. Shaking their heads they’d look at John then the xrays again and then back at him again. He thought, “It’s
worse than I thought.” The surgeon came over and told
him they were sending him home, not because it was hopeless but because there was no sign of cancer. It was all
gone.
Just as his mother stirred that dead heap of ash into a fire
that warmed the entire house, John stirred the faith of that
prisoner into a fire reflecting God’s love. And so, we can’t
lose hope and we mustn’t lose faith that God, who desires
that all be saved will still work wonders in the lives of those
we love. We have to keep our faith too remembering that
“we know everything works for the good for those who
love God.” (Roman’s 8:28)

The collaborative choir is still looking for new members.
We are especially in need of a few more men. Practice is
every Thursday at 6:30 in the choir loft at Saint Francis
Church.
Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing
these
instruments
please
contact
Deacon
Joe
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com. Young people who play
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or singers to complete their obligation. We’d love to have you.

