
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi will take place next Sunday, October 
2 at 1:30PM on the plaza in front of the church.  (There will 
also be a Pet blessing at the Religious Education Kick-off 
Event after the 10:15Mass at St. Clare.)  Owners, pets, and 
pet-lovers are welcome to attend.  In the interest of safety for 
all please keep your pets restrained or contained. 

“Abraham replied, ‘My child, remember that you 
received what was good during your lifetime while 

Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is 
comforted here, whereas you are tormented.’” - Lk 16:25 

 
Readings for the week of September 25, 2022 
Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/ 

 1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31  

Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7/ 

 Lk 9:46-50  

Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6, 

 7-8/Lk 9:51-56  

Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 

 14-15/Lk 9:57-62  

Thursday: Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/ 

 Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5/Jn 1:47-51  

Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 

 9-10, 13-14ab/Lk 10:13-16  

Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 

 91, 125, 130/Lk 10:17-24 

Next Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/ 

 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10 

 

 

Saturday, September 24, 2022   

5:30PM Maria DiCenso Month’s Mind 

Sunday, September 25, 2022  

9:00AM Frank J. Curreri Anniversary 

11:30AM Ernest & Alice LaVallee Memorial 

Monday, September 26, 2022 

7:00AM Karline Michel and 
Katherine Telisma 

Spec. Intent. 

Tuesday, September 27, 2022  

7:00AM Josephine Saroja Memorial 

Wednesday, September 28, 2022  

7:00AM David DeSchamp Anniversary 

Thursday, September 29, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, September 30, 2022  

7:00AM Maria “Cathy Leitao Memorial 

Saturday, October 1, 2022  

5:30PM Jose & Guillermina Blandon Memorial 

Sunday, October 2, 2022  

9:00AM Benjamin Venuti Memorial 

11:30AM Marie Reis Memorial 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 

In this the final part of my series on the Liturgy we will look at 
the Communion Rite and the Dismissal. The Rite (Ritual) of 
Communion consists of these parts: 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Rite of Peace 
The Fraction Rite 
Distribution of Communion 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
One might wonder why the Lord’s prayer is placed first 
among the elements of the Communion Rite and not at 
some other place during the Mass, the Universal Prayer 
(Prayers of the Faithful) for example. To answer this 
question, I will quote from the General Instruction to the 
Roman Missal: “In the Lord’s Prayer a petition is made for 
daily bread, which for Christians means principally the 
Eucharistic Bread, and entreating also purification from sin, 
so that what is holy may in truth be given to the holy.” (GIRM 
81)  With this understanding it becomes clear why the Lord’s 
prayer is placed here. 
  

The Rite of Peace 
The deacon or priest invites the people to offer one another 
a sign of peace to express our unity as an ecclesial 
communion. In many places it has become a sort of tradition 
for the priests and others to walk among the faithful shaking 
hands with as many people as possible. This is not what the 
Church envisions here.  It is merely a sign after all and 
should only be given to those who are nearest to us. 
Otherwise, as you might expect, this minor ritual could take 
longer and overshadow other more important parts of the 
Mass. Although we typically express this sign with a 
handshake this rite can also be expressed in other ways if it 
is done in a dignified manner. 
  

The Fraction of the Eucharistic Bread 
Following the Sign of Peace the priest breaks the Eucharistic 
Bread, in imitation of Christ breaking the bread at the Last 
Supper.  It is a sign the faithful who are present are made 
one body. During this action the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) is 
sung by the choir or cantor and congregation. 
  

Communion 
“The priest prepares himself by a prayer, said quietly, so that 
he may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ. The 
faithful do the same.” (GIRM 85) 
  

As the priest receives the Sacrament, the Communion Chant 
(or Communion Song) begins. The Church actually 
prescribes a particular chant for each Sunday usually taken 
from Sacred Scripture. Recently, you may have noticed that 

the collaborative has been singing the prescribed antiphon 
at this point followed by the Communion song. 
  

When approaching the Communion station bow slightly as a 
sign of reverence.  Communion may be received in the 
following manner: 
1.  On the tongue.  If receiving in this way, please be sure 

to stick your tongue out far enough for the priest or other 
minister of communion to place it there without touching 
your tongue. They will be using those same fingers to 
pick up the next host. It will delay the distribution of 
communion if hands must be sanitized each time. 

2. In the hand. If receiving in the hand it should be done in 
this manner. Create a sort of throne by cupping your non
-dominant hand.  I am right-handed so in my case that 
would be the left hand. Place your dominant hand under 
the other. When the host is placed in your hand step to 
the side and using your dominant hand pick up the host 
and consume it immediately.  We never grab the 
Eucharist.  The Body and Blood of Christ is something 
we receive but do not take. 

  

After Communion is distributed it is fitting for there to be 
some time for everyone to pray quietly. A psalm or hymn of 
praise may also be sung. 
  

The rite closes with the priest pronouncing the Prayer after 
Communion.  The faithful make this prayer their own by 
proclaiming “AMEN.” 
   

The Concluding Rites 
“To the Concluding Rites belong the following: 

a. brief announcements, should they be necessary; 
b. the Priest’s Greeting and Blessing, which on certain 

days and occasions is expanded and expressed by 
the Prayer over the People or another more solemn 
formula; 

c. the Dismissal of the people by the Deacon or the 
Priest, so that each may go back to doing good 
works, praising and blessing God;  

d. the kissing of the altar by the Priest and the Deacon, 
followed by a profound bow to the altar by the Priest, 
the Deacon, and the other ministers.” (GIRM 90) 

  

I began this section with a quote from the General 
Instruction to highlight not what it says but what it doesn’t 
say. You will notice that there is no requirement for a closing 
song. There is no instruction on what we are to do when the 
priest and other ministers leave. It is assumed that everyone 
will also leave. This leaves some options for us. We could 
simply leave in silence the way we do on Good Friday. We 
could sing a hymn or song together (which we do most 
often). The choir could sing an anthem or there could be 
some instrumental music.  

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Charlotte Elizabeth Mowles 

 

St. Clare 
Georgette Margaret Ata 
Hayden Marie Gleavy 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
John Fitzgerald 
David Fitzgerald 

Eileen Clark 
 

St. Clare 
Dolores Wolongevicz 

Dorothy McGarity 
 

Archdiocese of Boston 
Fr. Russell Winston Best 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  

 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary.  
Please join us Mondays, October 3, 10, 17 and 
24 as we pray the Rosary at 6:45PM in St. 
Francis of Assisi Church.  

 
 
 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
An email was sent out regarding this program.  This 
information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Highlights include: 
Registration—Form available on website.  Download and 
complete on line.  Save and email to klane@sfab.org 
Kick-off Event—Sunday, October 2 at St. Clare after the 
10:15 Mass 
Meeting for Potential Catechists – Monday, October 3  
(more information to follow) 
Classes begin—the week of October 16 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
Mandatory Parent meeting (1 parent)—THIS Sunday, 
September 25th at 5:00PM in St Clare Church Hall.   
  

Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the 
website) complete and submit this information 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

Classes begin—Sunday, October 16th at 5PM at St. 
Clare followed by the 6PM Mass. 

 
The Collaborative Choir rehearses each 
Thursday evening at 7:00 PM at St. Francis.  
Parishioners of St. Francis and St. Clare who 
were not part of the choir last year but would 
like to join this year should contact Deacon Joe 

at the parish office or by email, deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail to 
set up an interview. We look forward to meeting many new 
members and welcoming back those who have been faithful 
members for years past. 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 

mailto:deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail


 

 

September 25: Twenty-sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
On September 27, the Church celebrated the 
feast of St. Vincent de Paul, who knew that 
“God had sent him to bring good news to the 

poor.” Together with your gifts, the members of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul continue his work and mission in our 
parish. 
In the month of September, through your gifts, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to “bring good 
news to the poor,” by assisting  ___________families, 
providing_________  in food,  ___________for utility and 
rent bills, etc.  Thank You! 
 
 

Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis 
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 
 

Our St. Vincent de Paul 
Collaborative Food 
Pantry has been 
selected to benefit 
from Stop & Shop’s 
Bloomin’ 4 Good 
Program, created to 
fight hunger across the 
communi t ies they 

serve.  For the month of September, a $10.99 Bloomin’ 4 
Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker from the Stop & 
Shop at 316 Grove Street, Braintree will brighten a home or 
make someone’s day while also directing a $1 donation to 
our Food Pantry.  A bouquet of flowers is a great gift! This 
program makes it possible to make someone’s day and fight 
hunger at the same time. The Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquets 
with the red circle sticker are located in the floral section of 
the store.  
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.  The next regularly scheduled meeting is 
Tuesday, October 11th at 7:00PM. 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 
 

September 25 ~ Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The rich man in today’s gospel felt no compassion or 
responsibility for Lazarus, the beggar at this table, or for the 
pain and hunger that existed around him.  His concern was for 
his own comforts and pleasures with no concern for those 
around him.  This parable challenges us to reflect on our 
worldview and sense of responsibility for those around us so 
that we don’t become like the rich man in the gospel.  What 
will it take to persuade us to listen to God’s word and to follow 
the example that Christ gives us and calls us to imitate as his 
disciples?  
 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about religious 
life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on Wednesday, October 5, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.  The topic is: Synodality: 
Contemplative Listening to God and Others. The speaker will be Sister 
Pat Boyle, CSJ. If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. 
Marian Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 
for more information and the link to the meeting. 
 

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15) 
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral 
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents 
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no matter 
how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving 
Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout sessions, an 
Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and 
time for reflection. Meals are included. For more information, 
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or visit emfgp.org. To register, 
visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.  
 

Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – 
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston 
extends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain 
of a past abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” 
one-day retreat. Fall dates are October 1, October 29, and 
November 19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. 
Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, 
c o n t a c t  P r o j e c t  R a c h e l  a t  5 0 8 . 6 5 1 . 3 1 0 0 
or help@projectrachelboston.com. 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass - All couples celebrating 
their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding anniversaries are invited to 
join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, 
November 6 at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 
Boston. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special 
blessing by the Cardinal.  Couples can register at https://
www.evangel izeboston.com/event/annual -wedding-
anniversary-mass/. For more information, please 
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 

mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://www.emfgp.org/
https://bit.ly/EmmausRetreat
https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/
https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/
https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 25, 2022 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.” 
Regardless of how the message of faith is received, a total 
conversion of mind and heart is needed for it to take root 
and have meaning. It is easy to become complacent and 
comfortable with all that life can afford us. Life can become 
“all about me,” preserving my livelihood and protecting my 
securities. Often, this drive can become so strong that we 
eagerly strive to protect our self-interests at the expense of 
others. Other people are necessary only to the extent that 
they are “useful” to us and profitable. 

 

Merriam-Webster defines entitlement as “the belief that one 
is deserving of or entitled to certain privileges.” In a world 
that pretends to offer us so many necessities, this is perhaps 
the greatest contemporary sin. When we feel “entitled” to 
something, even if it is perceived necessary, our 
relationships can get skewed. Unless we adopt a global 
vision of entitlement wherein everyone is entitled to the 
same things, we risk becoming extremely self-focused and 
selfish. All we care about is defending our rights and 
protecting our turf. This impulse can be so strong that we 
pursue it even at the expense of another. Is this what God 
intends for his children? 

 

Holding on to this myopic vision, the plight and station of 
others are off our radar and of no real concern to us. Relying 
on our own merits and becoming resilient to life’s 
challenges, we replace the true and real God with the one 
we created ourselves. Jesus and the prophets before him 
have consistently reminded us of the dangers of wealth, 
ignoring the poor and the needy, and becoming too fiercely 
independent and arrogant. Yet, we conduct our lives as if 
that message has never been preached. We give our faith a 
nod and never consider for a moment that we may be wrong 
in terms of what we see as important. “The things that we 
love tell us what we are (attributed to St. Thomas Aquinas).” 
Ponder those words a bit and remember that when we leave 
this world and go to the next one, what we loved here is 
what we will look for there. What we sought here may not be 
there.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Today Jesus told a story about a selfish rich man who ig-
nored God and refused to share with other people. All his 
money did him no good when he died. He didn't go to heav-
en.  He had his whole life to learn about God, and he could 
have helped many people with his money. Instead, he for-
got about God. He wasted his riches and bought a lot of 
nice things for himself. Learn from the rich man. Live for 
God, not for money. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to share the things you have given me. I 
love you more than money. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself using some money you saved to 
buy peanut butter for a poor family. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Use four jars to save your money, and label them GOD, 
GIVE, SAVE, and SPEND.  


