ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, September 10, 2022
5:30PM

Jose & Guillermina Blandon

Memorial

Sunday, September 11, 2022
9:00AM

Broughton & Dorgan Families

Memorial

11:30AM

Mary Sawyer

Memorial

Monday, September 12, 2022
7:00AM

John Francis Moore

Memorial

Tuesday, September 13, 2022
7:00AM

Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, September 14, 2022
7:00AM

Robert “Bobby” Fournier

Memorial

Thursday, September 15, 2022
7:00AM

Josephine Saroja

Memorial

Friday, September 16, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Saturday, September 17, 2022
5:30PM

Barbara Conneeley

Anniversary

Sunday, September 18, 2022
9:00AM

Robert Hester

Memorial

11:30AM

Agnes Mitchell and
Stanley Rakoski

Memorial

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

“I tell you, there will be rejoicing among the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.” - Lk 15:10
Readings for the week of September 11, 2022
Sunday:
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17,
19/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10
Monday:
1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9,
10, 17/Lk 7:1-10
Tuesday:
1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3,
4, 5/Lk 7:11-17
Wednesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Thursday:
1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17,
28/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Friday:
1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and
15/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday:
1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12,
13-14/Lk 8:4-15
Next Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8/
1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13

God of mercy,
in your word of Scripture, you instruct us to
“Do to others as you would have them do to you.”
Give us today the courage to assist those around us
who may need our assistance.
Give us patience when we become impatient.
Remind us to pray for all those who perished on
United Airlines 93, American Airlines 11,
United Airlines 175, American Airlines 77,
and those in the Twin Towers and Pentagon.
Give us a heart
thankful for those who gave their lives
as first responders, as did the men and women
who ran into danger to be of aid.
We ask all this in the name of the One
who first responded to our need for a savior,
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
The Liturgy of the Eucharist consists of the Eucharistic
Prayer and the Rite of Communion. Today we will look at
the Eucharistic Prayer.
The Eucharistic Prayer is first of all a prayer to the
Father. Christ’s passion, death and resurrection was one act
of worship of Christ to the Father and now, the priest acting
in the person of Christ, with the baptized, offer this same
sacrifice. It is not a new sacrifice.
It is in the Eucharistic Prayer that the elements of bread and
wine literally become the Body and Blood of Christ, a
fulfilment of his “Bread of Life” discourse in John’s Gospel in
which he declares “Unless you eat my flesh and drink my
blood you shall not have life within you” and His command to
the Apostles as he handed them the Passover bread and
wine and declared it to be His Body and Blood, and
commanded “Do this in memory of me.”
It might be helpful to understand that “memory” in that
culture meant more than just recalling something from the
past. It meant to make that moment present again. So,
during the Eucharistic Prayer we are not making a new
offering, we aren’t just recalling what Jesus did, but we are
mystically present at the Last Supper, the Crucifixion and the
Resurrection. As the song asks, “Were you there when the
Crucified my Lord?” Yes, every time we come to Mass.
And so, as Christ offered himself as a sacrifice to the Father,
we too, in the Eucharist Prayer offer ourselves; all that we
are and will be with Christ to the Father. All too often during
the Eucharistic prayer we let our minds wander and are
unaware of the great mystery unfolding before us.
The following excerpt from the General Instruction of the
Roman Missal (no. 79) outlines the various elements of the
Eucharistic Prayer.
a) The thanksgiving (expressed especially in the
Preface), in which the Priest, in the name of the
whole of the holy people, glorifies God the Father
and gives thanks to him for the whole work of
salvation or for some particular aspect of it,
according to the varying day, festivity, or time of
year.
b) The acclamation, by which the whole congregation,
joining with the heavenly powers, sings the Sanctus
(Holy, Holy, Holy). This acclamation, which
constitutes part of the Eucharistic Prayer itself, is
pronounced by all the people with the Priest.

c) The epiclesis, in which, by means of particular
invocations, the Church implores the power of the
Holy Spirit that the gifts offered by human hands be
consecrated, that is, become Christ's Body and
Blood, and that the unblemished sacrificial Victim to
be consumed in Communion may be for the
salvation of those who will partake of it.
d) The Institution narrative and Consecration, by
which, by means of the words and actions of Christ,
that Sacrifice is effected which Christ himself
instituted during the Last Supper, when he offered
his Body and Blood under the species of bread and
wine, gave them to the Apostles to eat and drink,
and leaving with the latter the command to
perpetuate this same mystery.
e) The anamnesis, by which the Church, fulfilling the
command that she received from Christ the Lord
through the Apostles, celebrates the memorial of
Christ, recalling especially his blessed Passion,
glorious Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven.
f) The oblation, by which, in this very memorial, the
Church, in particular that gathered here and now,
offers the unblemished sacrificial Victim in the Holy
Spirit to the Father. The Church's intention, indeed,
is that the faithful not only offer this unblemished
sacrificial Victim but also learn to offer their very
selves, and so day by day to be brought, through
the mediation of Christ, into unity with God and with
each other, so that God may at last be all in all.
g) The intercessions, by which expression is given to
the fact that the Eucharist is celebrated in
communion with the whole Church, of both heaven
and of earth, and that the oblation is made for her
and for all her members, living and dead, who are
called to participate in the redemption and salvation
purchased by the Body and Blood of Christ.
h) The concluding doxology, by which the glorification
of God is expressed, and which is affirmed and
concluded by the people's acclamation "Amen."
Hopefully, this little article may help us all be more aware
and more attentive to the power, beauty, the promise of the
Eucharistic Prayer and the role it plays in our worship and
spiritual life.

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

COLLABORATIVE CHOIR
With the end of summer vacations and the
beginning of new school year we begin to enter
into those routines of fall and winter. Our
parishes too are getting into the swing of
things. This includes the music program. The Collaborative
Choir will begin rehearsals Thursday evening September
15th at 7:00 PM. This practice will take place at St. Francis.
We had a very successful choir season last year and hope
to increase our success again. In fact, we will once again be
singing weekly as we did before the pandemic struck.
Parishioners of St. Francis and St. Clare who were not part
of the choir last year but would like to join this year should
contact Deacon Joe at the parish office or by
email, deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail to set up an interview. We
look forward to meeting many new members and welcoming
back those who have been faithful members for years past.






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Edward Gill
Catherine Cummings
St. Clare
Anne Dooley
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. James F. Darcy
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

September 11: Twenty-fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that the
shepherd rejoices when he finds one lost
sheep. The story tells us that nothing and no
one is insignificant to God who is compassionate and loving
to all. Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in
temporary need because of a loss of a job or an illness?
Please leave a message for the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul…we want to help!
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is
NEXT weekend, September 17-18.
Thank you to everyone who so
faithfully supports our pantry Some
of the needed items for this month
are small bottles of water, juices; tea bags/coffee; pancake
syrup; fruit cups; trash bags; cleaning products/sponges;
laundry detergent/fabric softener; bath soap; personal care
items (i.e. women’s adult diapers and wipes). However, we
are grateful for anything you wish to donate. If you forgot or
prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul
paragraph to learn how you can help.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Friday 9-4). Blue envelopes are in holders on the
back inside wall of the church. Please use them for
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.
Thank you.
Our St. Vincent de Paul Collaborative
Food Pantry has been selected to
benefit from Stop & Shop’s
Bloomin’ 4 Good Program, created
to fight hunger across the
communities they serve. For the month of September, a
$10.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker
from the Stop & Shop at 316 Grove Street, Braintree will
brighten a home or make someone’s day while also directing
a $1 donation to our Food Pantry. A bouquet of flowers is a
great gift! This program makes it possible to make
someone’s day and fight hunger at the same time. The
Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquets with the red circle sticker are
located in the floral section of the store.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
is THIS Tuesday, September 13th at 7:00PM.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
September 11 ~ Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Paul, in his letter to Timothy, acknowledges his weakness
and sinfulness but does not allow it to stand in the way of
God’s grace and his desire to serve as a minister to God’s
people. His reliance on God’s grace and mercy is what
motivates him to minister in the name of Christ. In our
gospel, Jesus makes it clear that God does not want to see
anyone lost, because of sin. In fact, as hard as it is for us to
believe, when we acknowledge our sinfulness and try again
to be faithful, God celebrates our return. Is there something
that stands in the way of your reliance on God? Name it and
confess it to God so that the celebration can begin!
Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15)
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no
matter how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for
Grieving Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout
sessions, an Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
Reconciliation, and time for reflection. Meals are included.
For more information, email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or
visit emfgp.org. To register, visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.
Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats –
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston
extends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain
of a past abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of
Healing” one-day retreat. Fall dates are October 1, October
29, and November 19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are
confidential. Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more
information, contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100
or help@projectrachelboston.com.
The Propagation of the Faith is hiring! We’re looking for a
person with great office skills to work three days (18 hours) a
week in our Pastoral Center office. Duties include answering
the phone, filing, tallying donations, data entry, and fulfilling
orders for our Spiritual Bouquets. Social media skills would
be a plus but not required. Join our One Family in Mission
and help us support missionaries around the
world!
Email mheil@propfaithboston.org for more
information.
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass - All couples
celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding anniversaries are
invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap. on
Sunday, November 6 at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral of the Holy
Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a vow renewal and special
blessing by the Cardinal. Couples can register at https://
www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual -weddinganniversary-mass/. For more information, please
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at
Cardinal Cushing Centers, Route 53,
Hanover, MA is offering the Following:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Friday, October 7.
Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every
13th of the Month; through October, 2022—7:00-8:00PM.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—Benediction.
Please come to experience the Blessings for this special
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through
God’s Grace. Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the
Portincula & Mary Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan.
It's time to honor married couples for their long
marriages. When you chat with your relatives and
friends and they talk about how they survived World
War II or what it was like to serve in the 1950s Korean War
you should consider honoring them. Please nominate that
couple for the Longest Married Couple Project, sponsored by
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) starting today. Go
to wwme.org longest married couple link to place your
nomination or call 321 -544-3440 or email
dick.diane.baumbach@wwme.org.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a variety of inperson and virtual marriage experiences, some on weekends
and some on seven weekdays. Couples will explore their
relationship with each other, God, and the
Church. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny
Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ and
entrusting
to
us
the
message
of
reconciliation. Share forgiveness with your spouse at a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience:
September 23-25 In-Person in Huntington, NY at
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception Center
October 14-16 In-Person in Barre, Vermont at Millstone
Hill Lodge or In-Person in Concord, NH at Christ the King
Parish Center
41st Annual Lawn Party to benefit Seminarians
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting
its 41st Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September 28th,
at 6:00 P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This premiere
fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence, Seán Cardinal
O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a reception and
dinner with music. Located on Route 30 in Weston, the
Seminary prepares second career candidates, men over the
age of 30, for priesthood. The proceeds from the Lawn Party
help to keep tuition costs affordable. For ticket information,
please call the Pope St. John XXIII Development Office at
781-899-5500, or visit their website www.psjs.edu

September 11, 2022 - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Since God created human beings, we have struggled to
keep our focus on God. We wrestle with the question of
“who is God” and foolishly believe some of God’s job
description can be better completed by us. We wander in
different directions, lose our way, think that happiness can
be found elsewhere and even construct golden calves to
worship. Are we simply too independent or just blatantly
stubborn? It’s a good question to ask. Even with all of our
silliness and distractions, God compassionately and patiently
waits. He lets us assert our wills and knows that perhaps
one day we will actually wake up and realize how lost we
are.
“Since happiness is nothing other than the enjoyment of the
highest good and since the highest good is above, no one
can be made happy unless he rises above himself, not by an
ascent of the body but of the heart. But we cannot rise
above ourselves unless a higher power lifts us up … Divine
aid is available to those who seek it from their hearts,
humbly and devoutly; and this means to sigh for it in this
valley of tears, through fervent prayer (St. Bonaveture).” One
of the biggest human struggles is discerning what, exactly, is
the highest good. We are ordered to achieve it but if we
pursue it with clouded vision, we will never truly find it.
One of the greatest obstacles to God’s power and love is a
stubborn, closed heart of stone. When we are fiercely
determined to set our sights elsewhere for happiness or
simply ride the popular currents of the day, we will never
satisfy the deep ache and longing within. We know that ache
well. It is precisely why we scurry all over the place,
attempting to find the next best thing to take away its pain.
Nothing in the created world ever can or will. We continue
our journey. One day, people may wake up and realize that
they are grazing in the wrong pasture and putting
themselves in harm’s way. When this awakening occurs, it
will be a most joyous day as we will see God’s wide-open
arms waiting to receive us. “Lead me, Lord, in your path, and
I will enter in your truth. Let my heart rejoice that it may fear
your name (St. Bonaventure).” ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus was kind to people who were lonely. Jesus forgave
people who were sorry for their mistakes. Jesus ate dinner
with people who needed God's love. They sinned. Everybody knew it. But Jesus knew that God's love could turn
their frowns into smiles. If there are kids in your class who
don't have many friends, be kind to them like Jesus. When
other kids make mistakes, forgive them like Jesus. You'll
make Jesus smile.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to show kindness like Jesus did.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself playing with a child who's lonely.
Mission for the Week
When you go outside to play at school, look for someone
who is alone. Offer to be a friend and play together.

