
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi will take place THIS Sunday, 
October 2 at 1:30PM on the plaza in front of the church.  
(There will also be a Pet blessing at the Religious Education 
Kick-off Event after the 10:15Mass at St. Clare.)  Owners, 
pets, and pet-lovers are welcome to attend.  In the interest of 
safety for all please keep your pets restrained or contained. 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” The 
Lord replied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 
and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”  

Lk 17:5-6 
 

Readings for the week of October 2, 2022 
Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/ 

 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10  

Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c/

 Lk 10:25-37  

Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,  

 14c-15/Lk 10:38-42  

Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4  

Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/ 

 Lk 11:5-13  

Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 

 Lk 11:15-26    

Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 

 Lk 11:27-28  

Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4/ 

 2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary.  Please join us 
This Monday, October 3, and Monday October 10, 17 and 
24 as we pray the Rosary at 6:45PM in St. Francis of Assisi 
Church.  

Saturday, October 1, 2022   

5:30PM Jose & Guillermina Blandon Memorial 

Sunday, October 2, 2022  

9:00AM Benjamin Venuti Memorial 

11:30AM Marie Reis Memorial 

Monday, October 3, 2022 

7:00AM Natividad Navarro Anniversary 

Tuesday, October 4, 2022  

7:00AM Mary Louise Hamel Memorial 

Wednesday, October 5, 2022  

7:00AM Anna & William Polin Memorial 

Thursday, October 6, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, October 7, 2022  

7:00AM John Francis Moore Memorial 

Saturday, October 8, 2022  

5:30PM John Hill Memorial 

Sunday, October 9, 2022  

9:00AM Josephine Saroja Memorial 

11:30AM Julia Folan Downing and 
Mark & Mary Folan 

3rd Anniv. 
Memorial 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

“I remind you, to stir into flame the gift of God that you have 
through the imposition of my hands.” (2 Tim 1:6) 
  

During my first year of Diaconal formation, some twenty-two 
years ago, Deacon John Manion, may he rest in peace, gave 
a talk to our class.  The topic was faith. The quote from 
today’s reading to Timothy reminded me of that talk. I’d like 
to share with you some of what he told us. 
  

He told us a story of when he lived in Ireland growing 
up.  His mother would get up early every morning to prepare 
breakfast and get ready for the day.  But before she could do 
that she had to get the fire going in the fireplace.  This was 
the way homes were heated and the way people cooked 
their meals.  Naturally after 8 hours of slumber the fire had 
long gone out, or so it appeared. Somewhere deep within 
the cooled burnt wood, there was still a remnant of burning 
ember.  And each morning his mother would stir what was 
left of the fireplace until the oxygen in the room hit the ember 
and the fire reappeared and she could add more wood for 
the day ahead. 
  

Many of us have children, nieces, nephews and 
grandchildren who have, for one reason or another, left the 
faith.  They don’t attend mass; only pray when they need 
something; never read sacred scripture and do nothing to 
nurture the gift God gave them at Baptism. But that flame of 
faith given to them in Baptism, although unseen and 
forgotten, though smothered beneath years of neglect and 
materialism, though a mere remnant of what it once was or 
could be is not dead. 
  

John had wanted to be a deacon for some time. He had 
applied to be accepted into the program.  He was 
denied.  He tried again two years later – denied. He tried a 
third time and was denied.  He was crushed. 
  

Months later he decided to take a trip back home to Ireland. 
On the flight over he struck up a conversation with the man 
next to him. After some time the gentleman looked at John 
and said, “You really should be a deacon, Have you ever 
thought of that?”  He was in an emotional spin the rest of his 
trip.  He went up on a hill to pray and a bit angrily told God a 
thing or two.  “If you want me to be a  deacon then you’re 
going to have to make it happen. I’m not going to do 
anything! And, by the way, I’ll do anything you ask of me but 
I will not serve in a prison.  Apparently he grew up in the 
shadow of prison and it scared him terribly as a child. 

When he got back home he went to the 4:00 Mass as usual 
and was met at the door by the pastor.  “John,” he said, 
“didn’t you want to become a deacon?” After a short pause 
he replied “yes” but it sounded more like a question. His 
pastor said, “Good, they’re taking up a new class and today 
is the last day of interviews.  I set up an appointment for 
you.  It’s in two hours. 
  

God had indeed answered his prayer and had done all the 
work. John was accepted and ordained. He spent his entire 
Diaconate career as the chaplain at Cedar Grove prison, so 
much for telling God what you will or will not do. By the way 
he was an outstanding prison chaplain. 
  

Some years later he had developed cancer and needed to 
have a very serious surgical procedure. The day before he 
went to the hospital there was a Mass at the prison during 
which a chair was set up for John to sit in so that each of the 
prisoners could one by one lay their hands on him and say a 
prayer. One of these prisoners prayed aloud “O God, please 
heal John naturally.” John thought, “Fat chance of that.” 
  

The next day at the hospital as he was being wheeled into 
surgery the gurney was stopped in the hall.  The surgeon 
and another doctor were standing there looking at x-
rays.  Shaking their heads they’d look at John then the x-
rays again and then back at him again.  He thought, “It’s 
worse than I thought.”  The surgeon came over and told him 
they were sending him home, not because it was hopeless 
but because there was no sign of cancer. It was all gone. 
  

Just as his mother stirred that dead heap of ash into a fire 
that warmed the entire house, John stirred the faith of that 
prisoner into a fire reflecting God’s love. And so, we can’t 
lose hope and we mustn’t lose faith that God, who desires 
that all be saved will still work wonders in the lives of those 
we love. We have to keep our faith too remembering that 
“we know everything works for the good for those who love 
God.” (Roman’s 8:28) 
 

The collaborative choir is still looking 
for new members. We are especially 
in need of a few more men.  Practice 
is every Thursday at 6:30 in the choir 

loft at Saint Francis Church. 
  

Also, we’d love to have some instruments join us, such as 
flute, violin, trumpet and others. If you have skill in playing 
these instruments please contact Deacon Joe 
at deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com.  Young people who play 
instruments or sing and need service hours for school or 
religious ed. can use their time in service as players or 
singers to complete their obligation.  We’d love to have you. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

mailto:deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays from 

10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Desmond Alexander Nashawaty 

Aspen Rose See 
 

St. Clare 
Jack Murray Beach 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Ronald Campanelli 

Joseph Breen 
 

St. Clare 
Paul O’Neil 

 

Archdiocese of Boston 
Fr. Daniel D. Magni 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 

The Boy Scouts are in the process of 
replacing the cans/bottles collection 
bin at St. Clare.  Until further notice 
please do not leave any of your 
recycles at St. Clare.  Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 
 
 
 
 

Grades 1-6 
An email was sent out regarding this program.  This 
information can be found on the Collaborative website—
www.braintreecatholic.org. 
  

Highlights include: 
Registration—Form available on website.  Download and 
complete on line.  Save and email to klane@sfab.org 
Kick-off Event—THIS Sunday, October 2 at St. Clare after 
the 10:15 Mass 
Meeting for Potential Catechists – THIS Monday, October 
3  (more information to follow) 
Classes begin—the week of October 16 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Grade 9-10 
Registration—Please scan the QR code below (or on the 
website) complete and submit this information 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Classes begin—Sunday, October 16th at 5PM at St. 
Clare followed by the 6PM Mass. 
 
 

 

OCTOBER 2, 2022 



 

 

October 2: Twenty-seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
In today’s Gospel Jesus tells his disciples, 
“When you have done all you have been 
commanded, say: We are unprofitable 

servants; we have only done what we were obliged to do.” 
This week, please help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
to bring the love and mercy of Jesus to those who feel 
left out and abandoned, for indeed we are only doing 
“what we are obliged to do”.  
 

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Friday 9-4).  Blue envelopes are in holders on the 
back inside wall of the church.  Please use them for 
your cash, check (written to St. Vincent DePaul with SFA 
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the 
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.  
Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.  The next regularly scheduled meeting is 
Tuesday, October 11th at 7:00PM. 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 
 

October 2 ~ Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In today’s second reading, St. Paul reminds us of our 
responsibility as disciples saying, “Stir into a flame the gift of 
God that you have…”  When we think we are ill equipped to 
speak to another about our faith or its importance in our lives, 
it’s good to hear St. Paul’s words that “God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love…”  Even when 
Jesus’ own disciples were worried about their ability to carry 
out his mission, they turned to him asking for an increase of 
faith.  How about us?   Will we ask for what we need to take 
God’s word to heart and share it with courage? 
 

Fiat, a gathering of women interested in learning more about religious 
life, cordially invites you to the next meeting on Wednesday, October 5, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m. (ET) on Zoom.  The topic is: Synodality: 
Contemplative Listening to God and Others. The speaker will be Sister 
Pat Boyle, CSJ. If you are interested in attending, please contact Sr. 
Marian Batho, CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org or 617-746-2025 
for more information and the link to the meeting. 
 

Homeschooling (10/12) 
Are you Homeschooling this year? Would you like to meet 
other families in your region of the Archdiocese? Please join 
us for one of two Opening School Year Masses followed by a 
BYOL gathering: Friday, 10/7 at St. Rose of Lima, Topsfield 
for 12:00pm Mass or Wednesday, 10/12 at St. Mary Parish, 
Dedham for 11:00am Mass. For more information, please 
contact Fr. Ed Riley, Spiritual Director, Office for 
Homeschooling at: eriley@rcab.org. 
 

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15) 
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral 
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents 
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no matter 
how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving 
Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout sessions, an 
Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and 
time for reflection. Meals are included. For more information, 
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or visit emfgp.org. To register, 
visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.  
 

Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – 
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston 
extends a special invitation to women suffering from the pain 
of a past abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” 
one-day retreat. Fall dates are October 29, and November 19 
from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to ten 
participants per retreat. For more information, contact Project 
Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 
 

mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org
mailto:eriley@rcab.org
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://www.emfgp.org/
https://bit.ly/EmmausRetreat


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
October 2, 2022 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
As adults, unless we are dealing with children, “obedience” 
is not a word we typically like to hear. It often brings 
connotations of military protocols, deference to superiors at 
work, or conforming to laws and practices. In a culture that 
has learned to challenge authority, being obedient is 
understood more as something I “have” to do, not “want” to 
do. Do you ever see merit in wanting to be obedient? 
Encouraged to develop independent, self-sufficient egos and 
personas, we learn to focus on our own wills and merits as 
we strive for success and achieve a sense of well-being. 
Giving ourselves over to the will of another, especially when 
done blindly, can sometimes carry more risk than we are 
willing to take.  Also, blindly following orders without any 
deference to ethics or morality can lead to atrocious crimes 
and violence against humanity. 

 

St. Ignatius of Loyola states, “There are three sorts of 
obedience; the first, obedience when a strict obligation is 
imposed upon us, and this is good; the second when the 
simple word of the superior, without any strict command, 
suffices for us, and this is better; the third, when a thing is 
done without waiting for an express command, from a 
knowledge that it will be pleasing to the superior, and this is 
the best of all.” St. Ignatius sees obedience as an act of 
love. When the person we are obeying genuinely has our 
best interest in mind, acting themselves with love and 
integrity, then what St. Ignatius says makes excellent sense. 
When mutual trust and a bond of love and respect are 
present, obedience can lead to freedom and truth. 

 

We ask God to increase our faith. In other words, increase 

our trust that God knows best how to live and act in this 

world. We desire the same confidence, determination, and 

patience Jesus had that the fulfillment of God’s vision would 

one day come. Nurturing a deep love of God and trusting in 

his providence, we obediently do what we know is pleasing 

to God: love, repent of sin, show mercy, be compassionate 

and fight injustice. As we willingly give witness to our faith, 

we do only what we are obliged to do, expecting nothing in 

return. Spared from the task of having to figure it all out for 

ourselves, we discover freedom.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Being part of a family means that everybody works togeth-
er. Your parents work to give you a good place to live, food 
to eat, and clothes to wear. You probably help with jobs 
around the house, too, like picking up your toys, taking the 
garbage out, or setting the table. Each person in the family 
has work to do. The same is true in God's family. God has 
special work for us to do, especially to help others. Find 
happiness in your work. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me enjoy helping my family and others. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself setting the table for dinner. 
 

Mission for the Week 
If you know of people in your church who are very old or 
sick, talk to your family about ways to help them. You could 
rake leaves for them, help them clean their house, or bring 
them groceries. Help with a smile. 


