THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
September 3, 2022
8:00AM
Herbert & Olive Walbridge Memorial
4:00PM
John & Virginia Salvaggio Spec. Intent.
Sunday
September 4, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
Parishioners of St. Clare
6:00PM
Josephine Saroja
Memorial
Saturday
September 10, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Eileen M. Lynch
1st Anniv.
Sunday
September 11, 2022
7:45AM
Joan Palmer
Anniversary
10:15AM
David
Healing
6:00PM
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Quinn Shirley Calderin
St. Francis of Assisi
Leo John DiLorenzo
Violet Zoe Ziff

St. Clare
Alfred Sacchetti
St. Francis of Assisi
Jorge Zelaya
Joseph F. Kracunas
Dorothy Martin
Frances Salvucci
James Leahy, Sr.
Frances “Betty” Cameron
Fr. Paul’s brother
Thomas E. Clifford, Jr.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

BRAINTREE
Our St. Vincent de Paul Collaborative Food Pantry has
been selected to benefit
from Stop & Shop’s
Bloomin’ 4 Good Program,
created to fight hunger across
the communities they serve.
For the month of September, a $10.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good
Bouquet with the red circle sticker from the Stop & Shop
at 316 Grove Street, Braintree will brighten a home or
make someone’s day while also directing a $1 donation to
our Food Pantry. A bouquet of flowers is a great gift! This
program makes it possible to make someone’s day and
fight hunger at the same time. The Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquets with the red circle sticker are located in the floral
section of the store.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
is Tuesday, September 13th at 7:00PM.
COLLABORATIVE CHOIR
With the end of summer vacations and the
beginning of new school year we begin to
enter into those routines of fall and winter. Our parishes too are getting into the
swing of things. This includes the music program. The
Collaborative Choir will begin rehearsals Thursday evening September 15th at 7:00 PM. This practice will take
place at St. Francis.
We had a very successful choir season last year and hope
to increase our success again. In fact, we will once again
be singing weekly as we did before the pandemic struck.
Parishioners of St. Francis and St. Clare who were not part
of the choir last year but would like to join this year should
contact Deacon Joe at the parish office or by
email, deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail to set up an interview. We
look forward to meeting many new members and welcoming back those who have been faithful members for years
past.

The Collaborative Office will be closed Monday, September 5th in observance of Labor Day.
Have a happy and safe holiday weekend.

Michael Fabiano & Lisa Cirignano

II

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 4, 2022 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
What virtue is the cornerstone of discipleship? Love. Jesus
preached about it, lived it, and summarized his greatest
commandment featuring it. Love is in our DNA. To follow
Jesus, then, is to follow the path of love. While this may
appear to be an attractive and easy option, it most assuredly
is not. Authentic love always comes with sacrifice. It is the
complete giving of oneself to another. The sacrificial character of love always requires that we leave something aside
and pursue something else. This is at the heart of selfdenial. Love asks us to make choices that are often difficult.
There is a reason Jesus asks that the love of God come
first. “Charity is the right attitude of mind which prefers
nothing to the knowledge of God. If a man possesses any
strong attachment to the things of this earth, he cannot possess true charity (St. Maximus the Confessor).” “If anyone
comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple.” A devoted disciple must be singleminded in her quest for God. She cannot allow anyone or
anything to have more power over her soul than God.
When any earthly attachments become more important
than Love, we can get ourselves into trouble.
The Gospel calls us to walk boldly into the darkness, confusion, and emptiness of the world clothed in the mantle of
love. We are asked to walk with others on their journey,
offering a supportive, healing, challenging, and faithful
presence. Ours is not to judge. To walk this sacrificial journey means that I must put myself aside and focus on the
needs of others. “A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt
and must empty ourselves (St. Teresa of Calcutta).” Love
helps us walk straight and focus to see things more clearly
and help others to do so as well. Many folks struggle to
find joy and meaning in life. People may simply need
someone with the freedom to sit with them in their pain, so
they don’t feel so alone. Through acts of kindness, gestures of acceptance, and words of compassion, burdens can
be lightened. Believe in God’s love and seek it above all
other things! ©LPi

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

41st Annual Lawn Party to benefit Seminarians
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting its 41st Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September
28th, at 6:00 P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This
premiere fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence,
Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a reception and dinner with music. Located on Route
30 in Weston, the Seminary prepares second career candidates, men over the age of 30, for priesthood. The proceeds
from the Lawn Party help to keep tuition costs affordable. For ticket information, please call the Pope St. John
XXIII Development Office at 781-899-5500, or visit their
website www.psjs.edu
Do you have grandparents or older friends that
danced and partied in the 1930s and 40s? Did
they only listen to radio shows? If you answered YES please nominate that couple for the
Longest Married Couple Project, sponsored by
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) starting today.
Go to wwme.org longest married couple link to place your
nomination
or
call
321-544-3440
or
email
dick.diane.baumbach@wwme.org. Worldwide Marriage
Encounter is sponsoring a variety of in-person and virtual
marriage experiences, some on weekends and some on seven weekdays. Couples will explore their relationship with
each other, God, and the Church. Registration is limited
and a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-7109963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. Go out to all
the world and tell the Good News. Learn to proclaim the
goodness of your marriage at a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience:
September 23-25 In-Person in Huntington, NY at
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception Center
October 14-16 In-Person in Barre, Vermont at Millstone Hill Lodge or In-Person in Concord, NH at
Christ the King Parish Center
The Propagation of the Faith is hiring! We’re looking for
a person with great office skills to work three days (18
hours) a week in our Pastoral Center office. Duties include
answering the phone, filing, tallying donations, data entry,
and fulfilling orders for our Spiritual Bouquets. Social media
skills would be a plus but not required. Join our One Family
in Mission and help us support missionaries around the
world! Email mheil@propfaithboston.org for more information.

