THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
August 20, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Helen & William Peneau Memorial
Sunday
August 21, 2022
7:45AM
David
Healing
10:15AM
Fermina DiFonso
Anniversary
6:00PM
Clare Kendzierski
5th Anniv.
Saturday
August 27, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Arduino DiCenso
Memorial
Sunday
August 28, 2022
7:45AM
10:15AM
Daniel Crimmins
1st Anniv.
6:00PM

FOOD
COLLECTION
SUNDAY is THIS weekend,
August 20-21. Thank you to
everyone who so faithfully
supports our pantry Some of
the needed items for this
month are: peanut butter;
individual snack packs, small bottles of water, juices; tea
bags/coffee, paper products, trash bags; cleaning products;
personal care items (i.e. women’s adult diapers and wipes).
However, we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4).
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday
of each month. The next regularly scheduled
meeting is Tuesday, September 13th at

Please see the inserted Financial Statement for July,
2022.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
From the Office for Homeschooling, Archdiocese of Boston—Thinking about homeschooling? Know someone who
is? If you are new to home schooling, thinking about it, or
know someone who is in either of those situations, you are
invited to attend a Zoom meeting to talk about how to get
started. Several experienced Catholic homeschooling parents will discuss letters of intent, legal issues, HSLDA, curricula, how you keep your home & marriage going while
homeschooling, and more. If you would like to attend this
Zoom meeting on Tuesday, 8/30, at 7:30pm please register
at:
www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-athomeschooling-meeting/ For more information, please feel
free to contact Fr. Ed Riley, Spiritual Director for the Office for Homeschooling at: eriley@rcab.org.

St. Clare
Penelope Marie Traft
St. Francis of Assisi
Connor Edward Curran
Madison Anne Moriarty
John James Turgeon, Jr.
Ernest McAlister Turgeon

The Collaborative Office hours through Labor Day are as
follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

Nicholas William Ryan & Michelle Lynn Avery

7:00PM.

II

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15)
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no matter how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout sessions,
an Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and time for reflection. Meals are included. For more
information, email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or visit emfgp.org. To register, visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Last week we discussed some of the gestures and positions
that we use during the introductory rites of the Mass. This
week we will take a closer look at the Liturgy of the Word.
Before we get into that, let’s talk about what Fr. Paul
sometimes refers to as “Catholic Calisthenics.” He is referring of course to the three main postures we use at Mass –
standing, sitting, and kneeling. Fr. Paul often brings this up
at funerals when there are a number of non-Catholics or
lapsed Catholics who aren’t used to all these ups and
downs. I’m not sure if many Catholics know why we do
this. Put simply, and thanks to Fr. Paul, we stand to pray
because of the Lord’s Resurrection and the resurrection we
ourselves are promised. We sit to listen, wait, and receive
and finally, we kneel to adore.
During the Liturgy of the Word, we assume two postures,
sitting and standing. As mentioned, we sit to listen and so,
during the first and second readings we sit as we receive
God’s word. After each Scripture is read, the reader proclaims, “the Word of the Lord.” To which we reply,
“Thanks be to God.” The psalm is then sung or read with
the people responding after each trope with the antiphon of
the day.
Something a bit different happens with the Gospel reading. Instead of sitting to listen, this time we stand. We do
this because although all the Bible is the Word of God, We
Christians hold the Words of Jesus in greater esteem and so
we stand as a sign of the particular reverence we have for
the words of Christ. This is emphasized at the very beginning with a sung acclamation (usually Alleluia) and by the
dialogue between the priest/deacon and the people. “The
Lord be with you.” “And with your spirit.” We don’t find
these added accoutrements before the other readings. When the reader announces the particular book of the
Bible we will hear nothing happens. We simply sit and listen. However, when either the deacon or priest announces
which Gospel we will hear, we offer praise by acclaiming
“Glory to you, O Lord.” Again, at the end of the Gospel
we do not say “Thanks be to God” as we did with the first
two readings but again offer an act worship when we respond, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.”
After the Gospel we sit again to listen to the homily in
which the priest or deacon breaks open the Word, explains
its meaning and applies it to our particular circumstance.
Standing once more we proclaim our faith together as we
sing or recite the Creed. During the Creed there is a gesture
that we are all supposed carry out. As we say the words

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 2022
“and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary
and became man” we are instructed to bow. This is one of
those gestures that many or most of us never do, either because we are unaware of it or because we’ve become distracted.
There is nothing earth shattering about what comes next –
the “Universal Prayer.” This is the new name for what had
previously been called “the Prayers of the Faithful.” We
continue to stand as we make these prayers and reply to
each petition “Lord, hear our prayer.” And thus ends the
Liturgy of the Word.
I hope that perhaps I have given you a little insight into how
and why various things are carried out in our worship of
God at Mass. As always, if you have any questions, you
can always bring them to me or one of our priests.

41st Annual Lawn Party to benefit Seminarians
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting its 41st Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September
28th, at 6:00 P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This
premiere fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence,
Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a reception and dinner with music. Located on Route
30 in Weston, the Seminary prepares second career candidates, men over the age of 30, for priesthood. The proceeds
from the Lawn Party help to keep tuition costs affordable. For ticket information, please call the Pope St. John
XXIII Development Office at 781-899-5500, or visit their
website www.psjs.edu
Do you have grandparents or older friends that
danced and partied in the 1930s and 40s? Did
they only listen to radio shows? If you answered
YES please nominate that couple for the Longest
Married Couple Project, sponsored by Worldwide Marriage
Encounter (WWME) starting today. Go to wwme.org longest married couple link to place your nomination or call 321
-544-3440 or email dick.diane.baumbach@wwme.org.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a variety of
in-person and virtual marriage experiences, some on weekends and some on seven weekdays. Couples will explore
their relationship with each other, God, and the Church.
Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny
Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/. Go out to all the world and tell the Good
News. Learn to proclaim the goodness of your marriage at
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience:
September 23-25 In-Person in Huntington, NY at
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception Center
October 14-16 In-Person in Barre, Vermont at Millstone Hill Lodge or In-Person in Concord, NH at
Christ the King Parish Center

