ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, August 6, 2022
5:30PM

Joseph McCarthy

Memorial

Sunday, August 7, 2022
9:00AM

Anthony, Joseph & Mary Monti
Joseph Monti, Jr.
Sgt. 1st Class Gared Monti and
Jack Riley

Memorial

11:30AM

Daniel Barselou

1st Anniv.

Monday, August 8, 2022
7:00AM

Angelo Zampine

Anniversary

Tuesday, August 9, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, August 10, 2022
7:00AM
Thursday, August 1, 2022
7:00AM

St. Clare of Assisi

Friday, August 12, 2022
7:00AM
Saturday, August 13, 2022
5:30PM

Nancy Gorman and
Pamela Gorman

Anniversary

Sunday, August 14, 2022
9:00AM

Anna, Mario & James
Berardinelli

Memorial

11:30AM

Eileen Lynch

1st Anniv.

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.

“Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known
the hour when the thief was coming, he would not have
let his house be broken into. You also must be prepared,
for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will
come.” - Lk 12:39-40
Readings for the week of August 7, 2022
Sunday:
Wis 18:6-9/Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
[12b]/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12/
Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40
Monday:
Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13,
14/Mt 17:22-27
Tuesday:
Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103,
111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Wednesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/
Jn 12:24-26
Thursday:
Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62/
Mt 18:21—19:1
Friday:
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Mt 19:3-12
Saturday:
Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32/Ps 51:12-13,
14-15, 18-19/Mt 19:13-15
Next Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/
Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

If you plan to travel this summer or have
the opportunity to sneak away for the
weekend, here is something to place in
your suitcase or your smart phone. To
find the Mass closest to your location,
visit www.masstimes.org.
When
you make your
reservations, please remember to reserve some time for the
Lord. Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish you
plan to attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

The Collaborative Office hours for the months of July and
August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Are the Fenway faithful better at doing liturgy than we are?
“Wait!” you say, “There’s no liturgy at a baseball game.”
It looks like liturgy to me. Let’s look at the definition of liturgy.
It comes from two Greek words that literally mean a public
work. What is the work of baseball? To entertain the public,
to distract us for just a little while from our humdrum lives, to
live vicariously through the athletes and share in their
victory.
Baseball (and other sports) have their “clergy” too. The
athletes are the priests and umpires the bishops. There are
servers, like the batboys or batgirls, coaches of various
kinds. And finally, there is a congregation, 37,000 strong.
Even this “congregation” partakes in the work. There’s a
reason why there is a home field advantage.
There is chanting at our baseball liturgy. “Let’s go, Red Sox.
Let’s go, Red Sox.” “We want a hit. We want a hit.” And nary
a voice is silent.
Baseball is full of rituals. There are preparatory rites. The
players go on to the field and stretch, take swings with the
bat, and play catch in preparation for the main event. There
is a ceremonial first pitch and a kind of procession as the
players run onto the field. There is an opening hymn that
everyone sings with gusto. (The Star Spangled Banner) and
finally the home plate umpire calls out “Play ball!”
There’s also liturgical posturing at the game and everyone
knows when to do each one. For example, everyone knows
to stand for the National Anthem. Everyone knows to take
their hats off and place their hands over their hearts as it’s
sung. There is standing at the crack of the bat and sitting
between hits. In the seventh inning everyone stretches. More
hymns are sung: “Take me out to the ball game” “God Bless
America” and everyone’s favorite “Sweet Caroline.”
I must admit, it is electrifying to take in a game at Fenway
Park. But we can leave there disappointed when they lose.
Sometimes it’s devastating because it’s not just a loss for the
athletes – we take it personally – it’s a loss for us.
Sometimes the home team is defeated.
When we enter the Church to attend the Sacred Liturgies
what do we mean? In this context the Church defines Liturgy
this way: “The people of God participating in the work of
God.”

Unlike what happens at Fenway or Yankee Stadium we
need to know that our team (the Church), led by Jesus
Christ, NEVER loses. We may take a few hits, we may
stumble and fall and strike out, but the victory is still assured.
We should be more excited, more hopeful, more joy filled,
more expectant of miracles, more thankful when we enter
the church than when we walk up the ramp at Fenway and
see that beautiful green field.
What happens at Mass? God himself speaks to us in
Scripture, we miraculously participate in the Last Supper
when Jesus gave us the gift of His Body and Blood. We
stand with Mary at the crucifixion where her son Jesus took
our place on the cross and suffered and died for our sins so
that we could live free of the sin that condemned us. It is the
place where we mystically join in the liturgy of heaven with
the angels and the saints.
This is what happens at Mass. Sure the priest may not
always give a great homily and the organist may not always
play the right note or the right song. But it’s God’s work that
is being done. God will accomplish it regardless of our flaws.
I have a unique vantage point in the choir loft. I see
everything. I notice a lot. As a deacon and a liturgical
musician, I have a particular perspective. Liturgy is
something I love. It breaks my heart when I notice that some
people don’t know how to bless themselves or genuflect.
There are those among us that don’t know the proper way to
receive Communion. I’ve noticed people texting during the
readings. We frequently say our common prayers like the
Gloria, the Creed and the Lord’s prayer robotically as if we
don’t know what’s coming out of our mouths. Blah, blah blah.
Please do not get me wrong I am not condemning anyone. If
you’re at Mass, you are responding to God’s love and doing
His will and I applaud you. As Peter once said, “It is good for
us to be here.” But if we don’t know how to genuflect or
make the sign of the cross or know when to bow or strike our
breast. It’s not our fault. If we sit there at mass wondering
“what for” it’s the Church’s failure to instruct the faithful
properly. Let’s see if together we can better instruct each
other not just in what we believe but in how we express that
belief in Liturgy.
I hope I live to see the day when we sing hymns of praise
with all the gusto of Sweet Caroline. Christ won a real victory
for us and we, by grace, share in that victory, not just for a
fleeting moment but for eternity. Shouldn’t we, God’s faithful
people, do liturgy even better and more joyfully than the
Fenway Faithful.
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Cara Lynn McKenna
St. Clare
Michaela Morgan Fonseca
Theodore Christopher Fonseca

St. Francis of Assisi
Catherine D. Recupero
John S. Casey, Jr.
Clara Columbus
Vicki Rosko
St. Clare
Robert P. Horan
Charles F. Ray
Archdiocese of Boston
Fr. Hubert E. Desmond
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

August 7:
Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
In this Gospel, Jesus says “Sell your
belongings and give alms. Provide money
bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an
inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief
can reach nor moth destroy.”
Please help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul bring
respite and hope to the elderly who are not able to find
relief from the summer heat, and you will indeed find
“an inexhaustible treasure in heaven!”
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4). Blue envelopes
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St.
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift
card—and place them into the collection basket or
through the rectory mail slot. Thank you.
Saturday August 13 – At the regularly
scheduled 8:00AM Mass at Saint Clare’s –
Mass intentions to include the memorial
of Blessed Michael McGivney, founder of
the Knights of Columbus.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall will also
meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month. The next regularly
scheduled meeting is THIS Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00PM.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31,
2023. To schedule a Mass or for further information please
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

August 7~ Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” These
words in today’s gospel give us much food for thought! Who
or what do you value and spend time with? Does what you
treasure bring you closer to God or divert [BSP1] your
attention from God? God blesses each of us with gifts that
are uniquely our own. Today might be a good day to
consider what it is that you treasure. Make a mental list of
the different gifts God has blessed you with and offer a
prayer of thanksgiving. Treasuring these gifts does not mean
hoarding them, rather it means willingly sharing them as God
intends, so that the Body of Christ is built up.
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way.
For information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends,
please visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 508-271-7155.
Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15)
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral
Center, Braintree
The Family Life team invites all parents who have lost a child
of any age, by any cause, and no matter how long ago to
attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving Parents. The retreat
includes prayer, breakout sessions, an Emmaus Walk, Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and time for reflection.
Meals are included. For more information,
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or visit emfgp.org. To register,
visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6)
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/
annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/. For more information,
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at Cardinal Cushing
Centers, Route 53, Hanover, MA is offering the
Following:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, August 5, September 2 and
October 7 2022.
Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every
13th of the Month; through October, 2022—7:00-8:00PM.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—Benediction.
Please come to experience the Blessings for this special
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through
God’s Grace.
Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a
variety of in-person and virtual marriage
experiences, some on weekends and some on
seven weekdays. Couples will explore their
relationship with each other, God, and the
Church. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is
required. For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny
Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.
Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.
Chose to enrich your sacrament by attend an upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience.
St. Clare of Assisi—Feast August 11
As a girl in 12th century Italy, Clare heard
the legendary St. Francis preaching in the
square below her family home. Inspired,
Clare snuck away in the middle of the night
to join Francis and his followers. Francis
cut her hair like the men and gave her a
rough tunic and veil to wear. For the sake
of propriety, Clare was placed in a
Benedictine nun monastery for several
years. As more women were drawn to the
simple spirituality, a new order was
founded, now known as the Poor Clares.
Despite requests from the pope himself to relax their vow of
poverty, Clare stood firm in following the spirit of St. Francis.
Clare's reputation for virtue spread and attracted women -rich and poor alike -- to the new order that still exists today.

August 7, 2022 - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Thomas Aquinas reminds us that, “Three things are
necessary for the salvation of man: to know what he ought to
believe, to know what he ought to desire, and to know what
he ought to do.” Everyone is called to work toward their
salvation, which is ultimately union with God. Those who
take this call seriously must embark upon a journey inward
to the deepest recesses of their soul. In the adventure and
wonder of that journey, we work out the details of our union
with our Beloved. We cling to what we need to believe,
remain firm in what we truly desire, and are guided by what
we know we have to do. Once we know that our goal is to be
one with our Creator, life becomes an exciting expedition to
pursue that end. We make necessary preparations, follow
the map, and remain on course.
Whenever we really want something, we put our entire
selves into achieving it. Being fully invested in our labor, we
willingly work extra hours, devote an abundance of energy
and effort, and remain vigilant for beneficial opportunities
that may come our way. We certainly do not passively sit by
doing nothing! Such an attitude leads to laziness and the
accomplishment of little. Worse yet, some look to others to
do the work for them, hoping to reap the benefits of
another’s efforts. Conscientiousness and diligence are the
only means to success.
For the one who eagerly awaits the day when they can be
fully with God, life becomes a joyous adventure indeed!
Alert, ready, focused, convicted, and willing to be a servant
they constantly watch and prepare themselves for meeting
the Lord. Loving the journey and being in love with their
Creator, their lives become joyful witnesses of love and
service. They are secure in their hope, confident in their
faith, and perfect in their love. Never looking for recognition
or gratitude, they stand as gentle inspirations of what the
Holy Spirit can do in the hearts of those who believe.
Because we do not know what tomorrow will bring, we stand
ready to be used as God wills and run eagerly toward Him
when He comes. How much do we desire to experience the
joy of salvation? ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
One day Jesus will come back from heaven. He could
come back any day now - nobody knows when. So, you
and I need to be ready. Put God first in your life. Love God
with your whole heart. Live every day in a way that will
make Jesus smile. Be ready to go to heaven!
Prayer
Dear God, help me to stay close to Jesus.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus coming back in the clouds.
Mission for the Week
Every day I will read, play, and listen to things that make
God happy.

