
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

 
 
 

 
 
The Collaborative Office hours through Labor Day are as 
follows: 

Monday through Thursday    9AM-4PM 
Friday   Closed 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be 
because of their inability to repay you. For you will be 

repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  
Lk 14:13-14 

 
Readings for the week of August 28, 2022 
Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 1

 0-11/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/ 

 Lk 14:1, 7-14  

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 

 101, 102/Mk 6:17-29  

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11,  

 12-13ab, 13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37  

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/

 Lk 4:38-44  

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/

 Lk 5:1-11  

Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28,  

 39-40/Lk 5:33-39  

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/

 Lk 6:1-5  

Next Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,  

 14-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

If you plan to travel this summer or have the opportunity to 
sneak away for the weekend, here is something to place in 
your suitcase or your smart phone.  To find the Mass closest 
to your location, visit www.masstimes.org.  When  you make 

your reservations, please remember to reserve some time 

for the Lord.  Summer blessings!  Be sure to call the 

parish you plan to attend to verify their Mass times.  Be 

safe! 

Saturday, August 27, 2022   

5:30PM Augustine Leccese Anniversary 

Sunday, August 28, 2022  

9:00AM Mary L. Hamel Anniversary 

11:30AM David & Marie Parr Memorial 

Monday, August 29, 2022 

7:00AM John Francis Moore Memorial 

Tuesday, August 30, 2022  

7:00AM Josephine Saroja Memorial 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022  

7:00AM Robert Musgrove Memorial 

Thursday, September 1, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, September 2, 2022  

7:00AM Cathy Leitao Memorial 

Saturday, September 3, 2022  

5:30PM Mary E. Mochen 1st Anniv. 

Sunday, September 4, 2022  

9:00AM Giles Parker and Leonard Lesko Memorial 

11:30AM Ellen White Anniversary 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
So far in this series we have looked at the Introductory Rites 
and the Liturgy of the Word along with the signs and 
gestures that we all participate in. 
  
This week we will look at the Liturgy of the Eucharist which 
consists of three major sections: The Preparation of the 
Gifts, The Eucharistic Prayer, and the Communion 
Rite.  Today we will consider the Preparation of the Gifts. 
  

1. The Preparation of the Gifts in which the altar is 

prepared by the deacon or priest.  There are seven 

actions that take place. 

a. The procession is usually accompanied by an 

offertory song or chant.  Often some members of the 

community will bring the gifts of bread and wine 

forward as we all sing the song or chant. 

b. The Preparation of the Altar 

c. The Preparation of the Bread.  Typically, at least at 

most Sunday Masses this is done in silence as the 

song continues to be sung but a prayer or praise 

can be said allowed.  The priest says, “Blessed are 

you Lord God of All Creation, for through your 

goodness we have received the bread we offer you: 

fruit of the earth and work of human hands it will 

become for us the bread of life.”  We all 

respond, “Blessed be God forever.” 

d. The Preparation of the Wine.  Like the Preparation 

of the Bread this is usually done in silence but when 

it is said allowed, it is very similar.  First a prayer, 

always silent, is said by the deacon (or priest) as he 

pours a little water into the chalice.  “By the mystery 

of this water and wine may we come to share the 

divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in 

our humanity.”  If there is no song at the Offertory, 

the priest says aloud, “Blessed are you Lord God of 

All Creation, for through your goodness we have 

received the wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and 

work of human hands it will become our spiritual 

drink.”  Again, we all respond, “Blessed be God 

forever.” 

e.   The Washing of Hands.  It is a common misnomer 
that the priest washes his hands in imitation of 

Pontius Pilate who wanted to be made innocent of 

shedding the blood of Christ.  Rather this comes 

from an ancient tradition symbolizing that the priest 

understands that he must be pure of heart and mind 

and soul to offer the sacrifice and in this way asks 

God to grant him that purity.  The priest prays 

quietly. 

f.    Prayer Over the Gifts.  This begins with the priest 

asking all the people to pray that the sacrifice to be 

offered will be worthy.  The priest says, “Pray 

brethren (brothers and sisters) that my sacrifice and 

yours may be acceptable to God, the Almighty 

Father.”  We respond, “May the Lord accept the 

sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of 

His name, for our good and the good of all his holy 

Church.” 

  
The priest then extends his hands and says the 
prayer over the offerings to which the people 
acclaim their assent by saying “Amen.” 

  
Next week we’ll look at the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31, 
2023.  To schedule a Mass or for further information please 
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.   

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Julian Patrick Billotte 
Grace Lily Ellis 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Veronica M. McArthur 

Mary Delaney 
Joseph Rosanna 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 

 

August 28: Twenty-second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Today, we hear Jesus say to us, “…when you 
hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame and the blind; blessed indeed will you be 

because of their inability to repay you.  For you will be repaid 
at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
With love for your neighbors who are poor, crippled, 
lame or blind, look around your house to see what 
furniture, household items, and clothing you no longer 
use…and give it to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
 

Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4).  Blue envelopes 
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.  
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift 
card—and place them into the collection basket or 
through the rectory mail slot.  Thank you. 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Collaborative Food Pantry has been 
selected to benefit from Stop & Shop’s Bloomin’ 4 Good 
Program, created to fight hunger across the communities 
they serve.  For the month of September, a $10.99 
Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker from the 
Stop & Shop at 316 Grove Street, Braintree will brighten a 
home or make someone’s day while also directing a $1 
donation to our Food Pantry.  A bouquet of flowers is a great 
gift! This program makes it possible to make someone’s day 
and fight hunger at the same time. The Bloomin’ 4 Good 
Bouquets with the red circle sticker are located in the floral 
section of the store.  
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month.  The next regularly scheduled 
meeting is Tuesday, September 13th at 

7:00PM. 

AUGUST 28, 2022 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  Boston 

 

August 21 ~ Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time   
Isaiah directly to us speaks on behalf of the Lord, “…proclaim 
my glory among the nations.”  During the summer months 
missionaries from various countries go to our parishes to talk 
about the ways God is made known in different 
nations.  Proclaiming God’s glory isn’t just for those far away 
from our lived realities, in other countries.  The Church in her 
wisdom reminds in today’s psalm refrain that each one of us 
is to: “Go out to all the world and tell the good news!”  Pray 
with today’s psalm and ask for the courage to share your 
faith and love of God in your part of the world.   
 

From the Office for Homeschooling, Archdiocese of 
Boston—Thinking about homeschooling? Know someone 
who is? If you are new to home schooling, thinking about it, 
or know someone who is in either of those situations, you are 
invited to attend a Zoom meeting to talk about how to get 
started. Several experienced Catholic homeschooling 
parents will discuss letters of intent, legal issues, HSLDA, 
curricula, how you keep your home & marriage going while 
homeschooling, and more.  If you would like to attend this 
Zoom meeting on Tuesday, 8/30, at 7:30pm please register 
at:  www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-at-
homeschooling-meeting/  For more information, please feel 
free to contact Fr. Ed Riley, Spiritual Director for the Office for 
Homeschooling at: eriley@rcab.org. 
 

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15) 
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral 
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents 
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no 
matter how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for 
Grieving Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout 
sessions, an Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
Reconciliation, and time for reflection. Meals are included. 
For more information, email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or 
visit emfgp.org. To register, visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.  
 

Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats – 
“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and 
mercy.  During the retreat, I realized the lasting impact of 
forgiveness.  I knew God had forgiven me, and now I needed 
to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat participant. The 
Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends 
a special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past 
abortion to attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day 
retreat. Fall dates are October 1, October 29, and November 
19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Locations are confidential. Limited to 
ten participants per retreat. For more information, contact 
P r o j e c t  R a c h e l  a t  5 0 8 . 6 5 1 . 3 1 0 0 
or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at 
Cardinal Cushing Centers, Route 53, 
Hanover, MA  is offering the Following: 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, September 2 and October 7. 
 

Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every 
13th of the Month; through October, 2022—7:00-8:00PM.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—Benediction. 
 

Please come to experience the Blessings for this special 
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our 
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through 
God’s Grace.  
 

Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary 
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan. 
 

Do you have grandparents or older friends that 
danced and partied in the 1930s and 40s?  Did 
they only listen to radio shows?  If you answered 
YES please nominate that couple for the 
Longest Married Couple Project, sponsored by 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) starting today.  Go 
to wwme.org longest married couple link to place your 
nomination or call 321-544-3440 or email  
dick.diane.baumbach@wwme.org.  Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring a variety of in-person and virtual 
marriage experiences, some on weekends and some on 
seven weekdays. Couples will explore their relationship with 
each other, God, and the Church.  Registration is limited and 
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to 
apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  Go out to all the world and tell the 
Good News.  Learn to proclaim the goodness of your 
marriage at a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience: 

September 23-25 In-Person in Huntington, NY at 
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception Center 
 

October 14-16 In-Person in Barre, Vermont at Millstone 
Hill Lodge 
 

October 14-16 In-Person in Concord, NH at Christ the 
King Parish Center 

 

41st Annual Lawn Party to benefit Seminarians 
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting 
its 41st Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September 28th, 
at 6:00 P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This premiere 
fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence, Seán Cardinal 
O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a reception and 
dinner with music. Located on Route 30 in Weston, the 
Seminary prepares second career candidates, men over the 
age of 30, for priesthood.  The proceeds from the Lawn Party 
help to keep tuition costs affordable.  For ticket information, 
please call the Pope St. John XXIII Development Office at 
781-899-5500, or visit their website www.psjs.edu 

http://www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-at-homeschooling-meeting/
http://www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-at-homeschooling-meeting/
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://www.emfgp.org/
https://bit.ly/EmmausRetreat
http://www.psjs.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 2022 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
People who are concerned with their own advancement and 
agenda have little room for anyone else. With an almost 
addictive pursuit of esteem and acknowledgment from 
others, they become little more than entitled embodiments of 
the vice of pride. Public humiliation or embarrassment can 
hit them hard. While avoiding humiliation and 
embarrassment may be advantageous to obtaining worldly 
success, they are much less desirable motivations for 
entering the Kingdom of God. Avoiding embarrassment is a 
self-serving motivation. Pride and all of its manifestations 
have no place on God’s agenda, neither do worldly success 
and fulfillment. In fact, we have been clearly told that if we 
love our lives, we will lose them.  Therefore, if you really 
want to find your true station in life, learn to give yourself 
away. 

 

While this may sound foolish to secular ears, it actually 
makes perfect sense. God, who is love, makes each of us in 
His image. Love, and therefore God, is in our DNA. That 
being the case, love is never love if it is kept to oneself or 
hoarded. Love needs to be shared and given away. 
Therefore, it is the only proper motivation for entering the 
Kingdom of God. The door to happiness is only opened 
when we realize that all we are and all we have is due only 
to God’s grace. Without God we are nothing.  

 

Love is the remedy for pride and protects us from ourselves. 

God asks us to be humble. Only when we are free from the 

traps of pride and arrogance that we can begin to follow the 

path to true humility. Only one who is humble can rightly love 

and be of service to God. “God makes use only of the 

humble as his instruments (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).”  The 

humble one does not need others to give them worth and 

value. Their self-esteem comes from the much more secure 

foundation of God. Only those who are entirely free can give 

themselves freely to others. Love must always be our 

motivation for doing all things. Be content that God has 

invited you to the banquet of life. Concern yourself with 

accepting the invitation, and don’t worry about where you will 

sit.                                                                                    ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
If you act bossy, you might get your way, but you won't 
make many friends. Jesus shared a secret about making 
friends. When you treat other kids with kindness, they will 
want to be your friends. Instead of telling other kids what to 
do, ask other kids to choose a game. If you want to play tag 
with other kids, offer to be "it" first. If it is time to line up to 
go outside, offer to go to the back of the line and let other 
kids in front of you. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to be a good friend. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself at the end of the line. 
 

Mission for the Week 
When you sit down with your family for dinner tonight, ask if 
you can serve the food. You may surprise your parents and 
get some pretty big smiles from them. 


