
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Please see the inserted Financial Statement for 

July, 2022. 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

If you plan to travel this summer or 
have the opportunity to sneak away 
for the weekend, here is something 
to place in your suitcase or your 
smart phone.  To find the Mass 
closest to your location, visit 

www.masstimes.org.  When  you make your reservations, 
please remember to reserve some time for the Lord.  
Summer blessings!  Be sure to call the parish you plan to 
attend to verify their Mass times.  Be safe! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as 
he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone 

asked him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” He 
answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow 

gate.” - Lk 13:22-24a 
 
Readings for the week of August 21, 2022 
Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7,  

 11-13/Lk 13:22-30  

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,  

 4-5/Mt 23:13-22  

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 

 13/Mt 23:23-26  

Wednesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,  

 17-18/Jn 1:45-51  

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 

 Mt 24:42-51  

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/ 

 Mt 25:1-13  

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19,  

 20-21/Mt 25:14-30  

Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 

 10-11/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/ 

 Lk 14:1, 7-14 

 
 
 
 
 
The Collaborative Office hours for  the months of July and 
August are as follows: 

Monday through Thursday    9AM-4PM 

Friday   Closed 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, August 20, 2022   

5:30PM Anne O’Brien, Hazel Hartigan, 
Frank DuLong & Dennis O’Brien 

Anniversary 

Sunday, August 21, 2022  

9:00AM Brian Sampson Anniversary 

11:30AM Jim Dwyer Anniversary 

Monday, August 22, 2022 

7:00AM John Francis Moore Memorial 

Tuesday, August 23, 2022  

7:00AM Simon Tran Month’s Mind 

Wednesday, August 24, 2022  

7:00AM Nan Wahle Memorial 

Thursday, August 25, 2022  

7:00AM Francis X. Hubbard Memorial 

Friday, August 26, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Saturday, August 27, 2022  

5:30PM Augustine Leccese Anniversary 

Sunday, August 28, 2022  

9:00AM Mary L. Hamel Anniversary 

11:30AM David & Marie Parr Memorial 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
Last week we discussed some of the gestures and positions 
that we use during the introductory rites of the Mass.  This 
week we will take a closer look at the Liturgy of the Word. 
  
Before we get into that, let’s talk about what Fr. Paul 
sometimes refers to as “Catholic Calisthenics.”  He is 
referring of course to the three main postures we use at 
Mass – standing, sitting, and kneeling. Fr. Paul often brings 
this up at funerals when there are a number of non-Catholics 
or lapsed Catholics who aren’t used to all these ups and 
downs. I’m not sure if many Catholics know why we do 
this.  Put simply, and thanks to Fr. Paul, we stand to pray 
because of the Lord’s Resurrection and the resurrection we 
ourselves are promised. We sit to listen, wait, and receive 
and finally, we kneel to adore. 
  
During the Liturgy of the Word, we assume two postures, 
sitting and standing. As mentioned, we sit to listen and so, 
during the first and second readings we sit as we receive 
God’s word.  After each Scripture is read, the reader 
proclaims, “the Word of the Lord.” To which we reply, 
“Thanks be to God.” The psalm is then sung or read with the 
people responding after each trope with the antiphon of the 
day. 
  
Something a bit different happens with the Gospel 
reading.  Instead of sitting to listen, this time we stand. We 
do this because although all the Bible is the Word of God, 
We Christians hold the Words of Jesus in greater esteem 
and so we stand as a sign of the particular reverence we 
have for the words of Christ. This is emphasized at the very 
beginning with a sung acclamation (usually Alleluia) and by 
the dialogue between the priest/deacon and the people. “The 
Lord be with you.” “And with your spirit.” We don’t find these 
added accoutrements before the other readings.  When the 
reader announces the particular book of the Bible we will 
hear nothing happens. We simply sit and listen. However, 
when either the deacon or priest announces which Gospel 
we will hear, we offer praise by acclaiming “Glory to you, O 
Lord.”  Again, at the end of the Gospel we do not say 
“Thanks be to God” as we did with the first two readings but 
again offer an act worship when we respond, “Praise to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
  
After the Gospel we sit again to listen to the homily in which 
the priest or deacon breaks open the Word, explains its 
meaning and applies it to our particular circumstance. 

Standing once more we proclaim our faith together as we 
sing or recite the Creed. During the Creed there is a gesture 
that we are all supposed carry out. As we say the words 
“and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and 
became man” we are instructed to bow.  This is one of those 
gestures that many or most of us never do, either because 
we are unaware of it or because we’ve become distracted. 
  
There is nothing earth shattering about what comes next – 
the “Universal Prayer.” This is the new name for what had 
previously been called “the Prayers of the Faithful.”  We 
continue to stand as we make these prayers and reply to 
each petition “Lord, hear our prayer.”  And thus ends the 
Liturgy of the Word. 
  
I hope that perhaps I have given you a little insight into how 
and why various things are carried out in our worship of God 
at Mass.  As always, if you have any questions, you can 
always bring them to me or one of our priests. 

 
Gratitude 

Question: 

How can I practice gratitude in my 

everyday life? 

 

Answer: 

God has given each of us many blessings. Fostering an 

“attitude of gratitude” might be easier than you think. Simple, 

concrete practices can help us to be more thankful more 

often. Incorporate it into your dinner with your spouse, or as 

you tuck the kids into bed at night. “What are three things 

you’re thankful for today?” Make a habit of writing one note a 

week to someone special in your life, thanking them for how 

they’ve impacted you. This is also a good practice in the 

workplace. Consider opening your weekly meetings with a 

quick round of gratitude sharing. “I’m grateful John helped 

me with that last-minute change to my presentation last 

week. I wouldn’t have finished it in time for the meeting 

without him.” 

 

Another way is to designate a few minutes to thank God. 

This could be the first bit of your daily prayer time or after 

you receive communion on Sundays. You can also integrate 

it into your daily routine. How about while brushing your 

teeth? There’s probably nothing so important it can’t wait two 

minutes. Brush your teeth, quiet your mind, and thank God 

from your heart for His blessings throughout the day. Get 

creative! Any moment is an opportunity to praise and thank 

God.                                                                                ©LPi 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Connor Edward Curran 
Madison Anne Moriarty 
John James Curran, Jr. 

Ernest McAlister Turgeon 
 

St. Clare 
Penelope Marie Traft 

 
 

August 21:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to “strive to 
enter through the narrow gate.” Our call to be 
disciples and to follow Jesus demands that 
we learn to live for the sake of others. 
In the month of August, through your 

gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to 
assist families,  providing food, and assistance with 
utility and rent bills, etc.  Thank You! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS weekend, August 
20-21.  Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our 
pantry  Some of the needed items for this month are 
peanut butter; individual snack packs, small bottles of water, 
juices; tea bags/coffee, paper products, trash bags; cleaning 
products; personal care items (i.e. women’s adult diapers 
and wipes).  However, we are grateful for anything you wish 
to donate.  If you forgot or prefer not to shop, please read 
the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn how you can help. 
 

Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis 
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4).  Blue envelopes 
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.  
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift 
card—and place them into the collection basket or 
through the rectory mail slot.  Thank you. 
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.  The next regularly scheduled meeting 
is Tuesday, September 13th at 7:00PM. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31, 
2023.  To schedule a Mass or for further information please 
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.   

AUGUST 21, 2022 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

August 21 ~ Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time   
Isaiah directly to us speaks on behalf of the Lord, “…proclaim 
my glory among the nations.”  During the summer months 
missionaries from various countries go to our parishes to talk 
about the ways God is made known in different 
nations.  Proclaiming God’s glory isn’t just for those far away 
from our lived realities, in other countries.  The Church in her 
wisdom reminds in today’s psalm refrain that each one of us 
is to: “Go out to all the world and tell the good news!”  Pray 
with today’s psalm and ask for the courage to share your 
faith and love of God in your part of the world.     
 

From the Office for Homeschooling, Archdiocese of 
Boston—Thinking about homeschooling? Know someone 
who is? If you are new to home schooling, thinking about it, 
or know someone who is in either of those situations, you are 
invited to attend a Zoom meeting to talk about how to get 
started. Several experienced Catholic homeschooling 
parents will discuss letters of intent, legal issues, HSLDA, 
curricula, how you keep your home & marriage going while 
homeschooling, and more.  If you would like to attend this 
Zoom meeting on Tuesday, 8/30, at 7:30pm please register 
at:  www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-at-
homeschooling-meeting/  For more information, please feel 
free to contact Fr. Ed Riley, Spiritual Director for the Office for 
Homeschooling at: eriley@rcab.org. 
 

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15) 
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral 
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents 
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no 
matter how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for 
Grieving Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout 
sessions, an Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
Reconciliation, and time for reflection. Meals are included. 
For more information, email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or 
visit emfgp.org. To register, visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.  
 
 
 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6) 
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding 
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, 
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a 
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal.  Couples 
can register at https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/
annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/. For more information, 
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 

Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at 
Cardinal Cushing Centers, Route 53, 
Hanover, MA  is offering the Following: 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, September 2 and October 7. 
 

Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every 
13th of the Month; through October, 2022—7:00-8:00PM.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—Benediction. 
 

Please come to experience the Blessings for this special 
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our 
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through 
God’s Grace.  
 

Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary 
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan. 
 

Do you have grandparents or older friends that 
danced and partied in the 1930s and 40s?  Did 
they only listen to radio shows?  If you answered 
YES please nominate that couple for the 
Longest Married Couple Project, sponsored by 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) starting today.  Go 
to wwme.org longest married couple link to place your 
nomination or call 321-544-3440 or email  
dick.diane.baumbach@wwme.org.  Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring a variety of in-person and virtual 
marriage experiences, some on weekends and some on 
seven weekdays. Couples will explore their relationship with 
each other, God, and the Church.  Registration is limited and 
a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to 
apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them 
at https://wwmema.org/.  Go out to all the world and tell the 
Good News.  Learn to proclaim the goodness of your 
marriage at a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience: 

September 23-25 In-Person in Huntington, NY at 
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception Center 
 

October 14-16 In-Person in Barre, Vermont at Millstone 
Hill Lodge 
 

October 14-16 In-Person in Concord, NH at Christ the 
King Parish Center 

 

41st Annual Lawn Party to benefit Seminarians 
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting 
its 41st Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September 28th, 
at 6:00 P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This premiere 
fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence, Seán Cardinal 
O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a reception and 
dinner with music. Located on Route 30 in Weston, the 
Seminary prepares second career candidates, men over the 
age of 30, for priesthood.  The proceeds from the Lawn Party 
help to keep tuition costs affordable.  For ticket information, 
please call the Pope St. John XXIII Development Office at 
781-899-5500, or visit their website www.psjs.edu 

http://www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-at-homeschooling-meeting/
http://www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-at-homeschooling-meeting/
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://www.emfgp.org/
https://bit.ly/EmmausRetreat
https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/
https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/
http://www.psjs.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August 21, 2022 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The serious disciple knows the necessity and value of 
discipline. Thinking of discipline as something punitive in 
nature, we underscore its place in our spiritual lives. 
Discipline is really about a radical trust in God and his 
guidance. “When you are conducted by a guide who takes 
you through an unknown country at night across fields where 
there are no tracks, by his own skill, asking no advice from 
anyone, giving no inkling of his plans, what choice do you 
have but to give yourself completely to his guidance? If you 
are convinced that he is a good guide, you must have faith in 
him and abandon yourself to his care (Jean-Pierre de 
Caussade).”  

 

If someone wants to be physically fit, they readily find a 
competent trainer who sets them on a rigorous schedule. 
Determined to reach their goals, they sacrifice personal 
pleasure and trust in his guidance. Why should it be any 
different with God? In order to remain true to the way Jesus 
places before us, we have to listen, learn, and be willing to 
change. Falling in love with God and maintaining that 
relationship requires an investment of time, energy, and hard 
work. Putting personal preferences aside in pursuit of the 
Gospel and giving proper attention to our spiritual lives is 
challenging work. At first, “all discipline seems a cause not 
for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who are trained by it (Hebrews).” 

 

“What God does is essentially good. It does not need to be 

reformed or controlled…If you would live according to the 

Gospels, give yourself completely and simply to the action of 

God (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).” Submission to the holy will 

of God is not a submission to a set of pre-ordained set of 

circumstances. Rather, it is an abandonment and trust in 

God’s creative, life-giving, and salvific power. God brings 

light out of darkness and life out of death. Nurturing this 

bond of trust and seeking God in all things creates an 

intimate and particular relationship and bond between our 

Creator and us. When He comes, there will be no issue with 

us recognizing Him or Him recognizing us. We will have met 

before.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Heaven will be wonderful. People from all over the world 
will be there to enjoy God's friendship. No matter how small 
you feel now, you will always be important to God in heav-
en. Once you accept the gift of love from Jesus, you will 
want to change your life. You will want to spend time with 
God, and you will want to show love to other people. Then 
you can look forward to heaven. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, help me to do all that I can to grow closer to you. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself standing next to Jesus in heaven. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Pray to God with your family, and ask God to change your 
hearts so that you love him more than anything else. 


