ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, August 13, 2022
5:30PM

Nancy Gorman and
Pamela Gorman

Anniversary

Sunday, August 14, 2022
9:00AM

Anna, Mario & James
Berardinelli

Memorial

11:30AM

Eileen Lynch

1st Anniv.

Monday, August 15, 2022
7:00AM

Emily Buglio

Anniversary

Tuesday, August 16, 2022
7:00AM

Antonio, Eleanor, Edward and
Robert Corbo

Memorial

Wednesday, August 17, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Thursday, August 18, 2022
7:00AM

Josephine Saroja

Memorial

Friday, August 19, 2022
7:00AM

Harriette Burke

Anniversary

Saturday, August 20, 2022
5:30PM

Anne O’Brien, Hazel Hartigan,
Anniversary
Frank DuLong & Dennis O’Brien

Sunday, August 21, 2022
9:00AM

Brian Sampson

Anniversary

11:30AM

Jim Dwyer

Anniversary

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

If you plan to travel this summer or
have the opportunity to sneak away
for the weekend, here is something
to place in your suitcase or your
smart phone. To find the Mass
closest to your location, visit
www.masstimes.org. When you make your reservations,
please remember to reserve some time for the Lord.
Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish you plan to
attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

“There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and
how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do
you think that I have come to establish peace on the
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on a
household of five will be divided, three against two and
two against three.” - Lk 12:50-52
Readings for the week of August 14, 2022
Sunday:
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/
Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53
Monday:
Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11,
12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Tuesday:
Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30,
35cd-36ab/Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mt 20:1-16
Thursday:
Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/
Mt 22:1-14
Friday:
Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 22:34-40
Saturday:
Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14/Mt 23:1-12
Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7,
11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Monday, August 15, 2022 is the Solemnity of the
Assumption Blessed Virgin Mary. Since it falls on a Monday,
it is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation this year. However,
Masses will be celebrated in the Collaborative at the
following times:
7:00AM
St. Francis of Assisi
9:00AM
St. Clare
5:30PM
St. Clare
11:30AM
St. Francis of Assisi
The Collaborative Office hours for the
months of July and August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Last week I bemoaned the fact that we Catholics do not
celebrate our Sacred Liturgies all that well. In fact, I pointed
out that our sporting “liturgies” are celebrated with much
more fervor and enthusiasm than the typical Sunday Mass.
This week let’s look at some of the gestures, postures, signs,
and symbols we use during the Introductory Rites at Mass.
These rites, that we use at the beginning of each Mass, are
meant to prepare, and ready our hearts minds and souls for
the work of the Liturgies that follows. Although Mass officially
starts with the Entrance Chant (song) our individual
preparations begin much earlier – at home. Our preparations
begin the moment we make the decision to attend Mass. We
rise early enough to be on time and make sure the rest of
the family is up, too. We eat our breakfast early enough so
as not to break the Eucharistic fast or we wait to eat until
Mass is over. Not much is said about this very often, but the
Church requires a one hour fast from eating and drinking
before we receive communion. This of course is a symbolic
gesture now, but it wasn’t too long ago that we could not eat
or drink anything from midnight until after receiving
Communion the next morning. Early Masses were therefore
very well attended. As we prepare to go to Mass, we dress
appropriately for what we will be participating in. For
example, if we go to the White House as tourists we might
dress casually in shorts and t-shirts. Those shirts might
advertise certain brands of products or make political
statements, some may actually be offensive in some way.
But, if we are invited to a state dinner at the White House
with president, and other dignitaries we would want to dress
appropriately for that occasion. In fact, we would be
required to do so. So it is with Mass, we are invited to a
banquet not hosted by a human leader but by the Divine Son
of God. We are celebrating not with political cronies but with
angels and saints. We aren’t going to the beach or on a
cruise. Because of the enormity of our undertaking we may
want to present ourselves in a way that reflects the dignity of
what we are celebrating. How that looks is up to each of us
to decide.
Having prepared ourselves at home we arrive at Church. As
we go through the doors, we remind ourselves of our
Baptism by touching the holy water and making the Sign of
the Cross. Since there are some who were never taught
how to do this correctly it is done this way. We take our right
hand, touch it to our foreheads, (in the name of the Father)
then touch our chest (and of the Son) and then our left
shoulder followed by the right shoulder (and of the Holy

Spirit).
Typically, we Catholics genuflect as we enter the pew as a
recognition of Christ’s Eucharistic presence in the
tabernacle. And always genuflect when passing in front of
the tabernacle. We genuflect by bending the right knee to
the floor, pausing briefly (a second or two) and rising again.
The Sign of the Cross often accompanies this action. One
last thing on this subject, if someone, like myself, finds it
difficult physically to genuflect, a simple bow will suffice or if
that is difficult some other act of faith such as the sign of the
cross.
There are certain prayers that we say in dialogue with the
priest, for example: “The Lord be with you.” And we respond,
“and with your spirit.” Technically it is enough to just mumble
it or say it quietly, however it is a sign of our Christian unity
and is uplifting to the priest presiding at the Mass if we
respond with our parts clearly and with conviction.
The Church gives us three options for the Penitential Act.
One of these options is the Confiteor in which we
acknowledge our sins and ask Mary, the angels, saints, and
those present to pray to God for us. That’s a lot of people
praying for us and for each other. I like to make a conscious
effort of some kind to direct a prayer for those I’m worshiping
with when we use this option.
It is during the Confiteor that there is a gesture that is often
passed over by many people. As we say “through my fault,
through my fault, through my most grievous fault” we are
instructed to strike our breast. This is typically done by
making a fist and striking the center of the breast. It is a sign
of contrition not a symbol of any punishment we deserve for
our sins. The Rubric (the official instruction) doesn’t indicate
how many times we are to do this. One time would seem to
suffice. Some people strike their breast three times with
each repetition of “through my fault.” It is one of those things
that we should be doing but often do not.
We then sing or say the Gloria. If it is sung, we should sing it
with all the fervor of “America the Beautiful” or “Sweet
Caroline” at Fenway.
The Gloria is followed by the Collect. The priest says: “Let us
pray.” This is followed by a moment of silence as the
assembly prays silently. The priest then “collects” the
prayers of the people and with outstretched hands
concludes the rite with the prescribed prayer of the day.
Those are the Introductory Rites of the Mass. If you have
any questions, feel free to ask when you see me or send an
email.
We will talk about the Liturgy of the Word next week.

AUGUST 14, 2022






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Gemma Luella Gage
Cecilia Constance Mullen
St. Clare
Gary Richard Haines, UU
Maverick Clifford Zaniboni

St. Francis of Assisi
Theresa J. Petrillo
Sarah Kelly
Maria DiCenso
Marjorie Callahan
Courtney Gately

August 14:
Twentieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel Jesus said to his disciples:
“I have come to set the earth on fire, and how
I wish it were already blazing! There is a
baptism with which I must be baptized, and
how great is my anguish until it be accomplished!
Your gift to the Society to assist those suffering in
poverty will help set the earth on fire with the of God’s
love.

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is NEXT weekend, August
20-21. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our
pantry Some of the needed items for this month are
peanut butter; individual snack packs, small bottles of water,
juices; tea bags/coffee, paper products, trash bags; cleaning
products; personal care items (i.e. women’s adult diapers
and wipes). However, we are grateful for anything you wish
to donate. If you forgot or prefer not to shop, please read
the St. Vincent DePaul paragraph to learn how you can help.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4). Blue envelopes
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St.
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift
card—and place them into the collection basket or
through the rectory mail slot. Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi Church
Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next regularly scheduled meeting
is Tuesday, September 13th at 7:00PM.

St. Clare
Rita M. Burke
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31,
2023. To schedule a Mass or for further information please
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

August 14 ~ Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Take a few minutes later on to take another look at today’s
readings. Who do think of when you hear that you are
surrounded by “so great a cloud of witnesses”? Is there
someone in your life that is/was a pillar of faith, someone who
strived to be “Christ-like” and persevered even when faced
with hardships? St. Paul urges us to be like those witnesses
who persevered in faith. They ran the race to eternal life by
“…keeping … eyes fixed on Jesus.” The baton has been
passed on to us – let’s fix our eyes on Jesus as we stay the
course!
From the Office for Homeschooling, Archdiocese of
Boston—Thinking about homeschooling? Know someone
who is? If you are new to home schooling, thinking about it,
or know someone who is in either of those situations, you are
invited to attend a Zoom meeting to talk about how to get
started. Several experienced Catholic homeschooling
parents will discuss letters of intent, legal issues, HSLDA,
curricula, how you keep your home & marriage going while
homeschooling, and more. If you would like to attend this
Zoom meeting on Tuesday, 8/30, at 7:30pm please register
at:
www.chimehomeschool.com/getting-started-athomeschooling-meeting/ For more information, please feel
free to contact Fr. Ed Riley, Spiritual Director for the Office for
Homeschooling at: eriley@rcab.org.
Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents (10/15)
Sat., October 15, 2022 from 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral
Center, Braintree - The Family Life team invites all parents
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no
matter how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for
Grieving Parents. The retreat includes prayer, breakout
sessions, an Emmaus Walk, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
Reconciliation, and time for reflection. Meals are included.
For more information, email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or
visit emfgp.org. To register, visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6)
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/
annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/. For more information,
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Early Bird Special—Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer
Gathering—Saturday, 7:00-8:30 AM—Prayer; Coffee and
—Next
meeting: August 20th
Topic: BE A COURAGEOUS MAN:KEVIN O’BRIEN
FORMER NFL PLAYER—Men, come listen to a DVD of
Kevin O’Brien giving a talk to the Worcester Men’s
Conference. Kevin, a former linebacker for the Buffalo Bills
and NE Patriots in the 1990’s is funny, passionate and
insightful. His talk is entitled “The Courageous Father” but
covers far more ground. You will learn about 5 points/habits
that are fundamental to growth as a father, spiritually &
professionally. As Kevin urges us men to be the best version
of ourselves, you will come away with questions with which to
challenge yourself. Be prepared to take notes and for a
robust group discussion! As always, all are welcome – bring
a friend!
St. Mary of the Hills Lower Church, 29 St. Mary’s Road (off
Brook Road), Milton—617-696-3170 for more information
Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at
Cardinal Cushing Centers, Route 53,
Hanover, MA is offering the Following:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
Chaplet and Rosary—3:00—6:00PM on
First Fridays, August 5, September 2 and October 7 2022.
Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every
13th of the Month; through October, 2022—7:00-8:00PM.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—Benediction.
Please come to experience the Blessings for this special
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through
God’s Grace.
Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring
a variety of in-person and virtual marriage
experiences, some on weekends and some
on seven weekdays. Couples will explore
their relationship with each other, God, and
the Church. Registration is limited and a
$100 application fee is required. For more information or to
apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or visit them
at https://wwmema.org/.
The Feast of the Assumption of Mary to heaven is
tomorrow.
Let Mary bring your needs to her son,
Jesus. Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences also
focuses on your needs.

August 14, 2022 - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
An inward transformation occurs in a person who decides to
follow Jesus Christ. Things change. They see the world
differently, understand their journey more deeply and
profoundly, have their sights fixed on eternity and union with
God and hold themselves to higher standards and virtues. It
requires a conscious choice to be a Christian, and this
choice must be renewed at least daily. While the basic
premise of Jesus’ message may appear heartwarming and
straightforward: love of God, neighbor, and self, the
implications of doing so are challenging. The true disciple is
called to live radically, and often finds themselves at odds
with the world or even with those in their own homes.
Holding ourselves to higher standards comes with a price.
We have to leave other things behind. It is difficult to be
people of faith, hope, and love in a world often fixated with
its own fulfillment and self-absorption. Justice, temperance,
prudence, and fortitude require sacrifice if they are to be
lived with integrity. God’s ways are not ours. This becomes
crystal clear to those who have enough courage to stand
against the tide. Putting love into action requires that we
challenge accepted modes of doing business and fight
complacency. This is what makes the saints stand out as
witnesses. They are simply sinners, just like us, who
persevere.
People do not want to be told that they’re sailing their ships
in the wrong direction. Clinging to their insistence and need
to be correct, they can become defensive when challenged.
This can happen even with those closest to us. As much as
the Gospel calls us to unity, it also can easily create division.
When we love seriously, we encounter more than feelings of
warmth and acceptance. “What does love look like? It has
the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor
and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the
ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love
looks like (St. Augustine).” Love also has the courage and
honesty to tell people what they may not want to hear but
need to, and model, without wavering, a life of humble,
loving, and faithful service. Don’t lose heart! There are many
examples of faith before us and around us. If Jesus endured
the voices of opposition, so too can we. There is no need to
apologize for speaking the truth. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
When you talk about Jesus, you will probably get a strong
reaction from people. Some people love Jesus with their
whole heart, and their lives really show it. Other people
don't want to follow Jesus, and talking about him may even
make them angry. Families and friends can be torn apart by
that anger. No matter what, stay close to Jesus, and he will
stay close to you.
Prayer
Dear Jesus, help me to stay close to you always.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of a family broken apart because Jesus
makes some of them happy, and Jesus makes the rest of
them angry.
Mission for the Week
Be very loving when you tell others about Jesus.

