THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
July 23, 2022
8:00AM
Special Living Intention
4:00PM
All Souls in Purgatory
Sunday
July 24, 2022
7:45AM
Sarah “Sally” Connor
5th Anniv.
10:15AM
Robert C. Black
B’day Anniv.
6:00PM
Josephine Saroja
Memorial
Saturday
July 30, 2022
8:00AM
Special Living Intention
4:00PM
Sunday
July 24, 2022
7:45AM
Joan Hardiman
Memorial
10:15AM
Thomas H. Byron
1st Anniv.
6:00PM
The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of July 16-22 have been donated in loving
memory of the Victims of attack in Nigeria. The
Sanctuary light will also burn in their memory.
Please see the inserted Financial Statement for June,
2022.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.

St. Clare
Jacob Kenneth Mudie
Beckett Joseph Roland
St. Francis of Assisi
Leo George Bollinger
Benjamin Daniel Johnson
Lillian Mary Johnson

St. Clare
Paula Kelley
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

BRAINTREE
Next meeting of the Braintree Knights of Columbus
will be THIS Tuesday, July 26. We will start with
the rosary at 6:10PM at St Francis of Assisi church
outdoors at the memorial to unborn children. Following will be a simple meal and conversation over
at The Casual Cup Cafe for $10 each person.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 will meet at
St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday
of each month. The next regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00PM.
The Collaborative Office hours for the
months of July and August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

We are now we will booking Mass Intentions through
May 31, 2023. To schedule a Mass or for further information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-8431332.

COVID Tests available
We have free Covid test kits available courtesy of the
Town of Braintree. They will be at the main entrance of
the church while supplies last.

If you plan to travel this summer or have the opportunity
to sneak away for the weekend, here is something to
place in your suitcase or
your smart phone. To find
the Mass closest to your location, visit www.masstimes.org. When you make your
reservations, please remember to reserve some time for the
Lord. Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish you
plan to attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Teach us to Pray
In today’s readings Jesus gives us the example of the
Lord’s Prayer as a guide for the way we should pray. The
readings from Genesis and Luke's gospel present us with
an attitude in which to pray.
Abraham knew the reputation of Sodom. He knew the debauchery that went on there and the unrepentant sinful lifestyles that were the norm. But he also understood that
there also may have been good, God-fearing people there
as well.
When he saw that God was angry and intended to destroy
Sodom because of its sinfulness, he wanted to change
God’s mind, for the sake of the just who lived there. Five
times he implored God to be merciful for the sake of the 50
just, then the 45, the 40, the 30, until he got the number
down to 10. “I will not destroy them even for the sake of
10.” Surely God would have spared Sodom even for the
sake of one just person and certainly that was where Abraham was heading. Forgive us our trespasses.
Abraham was using a prayer of petition. He was asking
God for something. And he was persistent. The one thing
that sticks out, to me at least, is that his prayer was unselfish. It wasn’t about him. It was for the good of someone
else. Abraham put the well-being of others first.
In the Gospel, there is a man who goes to his neighbor asking for a bit of bread. He asked, not because he was hungry, but because a visitor came unexpectedly from a long
journey, and he was hungry. This man too was persistent
and finally got what he asked for. But again, he was not
asking for himself. He went to his neighbor knowing he
would not be happy with being woken up in the middle of
the night. He knew it could impact their relationship, at
least in the short term. But his friend was hungry and tired
and needed nourishment. Give us this day our daily bread.
Both of these examples illustrate that each prayer of petition, one to God and one to a neighbor, was uttered for the
sake of someone else.
So often when we pray it’s self-centered. “God give me
this”, or “God do this for me”, or “God I need this.” “God
help me get an A on this exam,” even though I haven’t
studied. “God let me have this promotion,” even though I
haven’t earned it. God knows what we need better than we
do. Thy will, not my will be done.

SUNDAY, JULY 24, 2022
Not one time in the Lord’s prayer do the words “me, myself
or I” appear. But the words “our” and “us” and “others.”
Appear. It’s not just about me.
Abraham and the man in Luke’s gospel give us an example,
pray not only for our own needs but primarily for the good
of others.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston
Catholic Night at Fenway Park!
Monday, July 25 at 7:10 p.m. This is a great opportunity for
parish groups to celebrate your faith and enjoy America’s
favorite pastime at Fenway! Visit https://bit.ly/
CatholicNight for tickets. For questions, contact Fr. Matthew Conley at frconley@stmaryscituate.org or Patrick
Krisak at pkrisak@rcab.org.
Workshop: NFP and Infertility, Finding Fruitfulness in
the Desert - July 26th @ 7:30 PM - In this virtual workshop, Springs in the Desert, a Catholic infertility ministry
that accompanies those carrying this cross, will discuss the
experience of infertility and acknowledge the unique grief
and isolation it brings. They will offer encouragement and
strategies to help couples strengthen their identities in Christ
and discover God’s unique plan for fruitfulness within their
marriages. RSVP here - bit.ly/SupportForInfertility
Celebrating the Joy of Love: Family & Faith Gathering Saturday, July 30—10:00AM-12:00PM @ Pastoral Center
The Family Life team invites you to join us for a NFP Week
gathering. Together, we will celebrate being "Called to the
Joy of Love" with Mass, led by Fr. Michael Della Penna.
Afterward, we will gather to enjoy food and fellowship with
others who teach, practice, or are interested in learning more
about NFP. We encourage all who practice or are interested
in learning more about Natural Family Planning to come.
Bring the whole family! RSVP here - bit.ly/
NFPWeekGathering
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in their
marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to provide
the tools to help couples get their marriages back on track, giving
them the opportunity to rediscover one another and examine their
lives together in a new and positive way. For information on the
Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends, please visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 508-271-7155.

