THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
Help for the Poor:
Holy Name Society:
(Suspended due to
Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org
Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered you can do so online at
www.braintreecatholic.org. Or if you prefer, you can also fill out this form and present it to one of the priests or bring it to
the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH
Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
July 9, 2022
8:00AM
Special Living Intention
4:00PM
Edward O’Leary
Memorial
Sunday
July 10, 2022
7:45AM
Salvaggio &
Memorial
Quintiliani Families
10:15AM
Henry Picewick
20th Anniv.
6:00PM
Gaetano Giannandrea
Month’s Mind
Saturday
July 16, 2022
8:00AM
Special Living Intention
4:00PM
Arlene McDonough
10th Anniv.
Sunday
July 10, 2022
7:45AM
Bob & Mary Sullivan
Memorial
10:15AM
Poliatti & Snyder Families Memorial
6:00PM
The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of July 9-15 have been donated in loving memory
of Ellsworth Rice. The Sanctuary light will also burn in
loving memory of Ellsworth.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.

BRAINTREE
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is NEXT
weekend, July 16-17. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our pantry
Some of the needed items for this
month are individual snack packs, small bottles of water,
canned fruit, pasta, soups; crackers; tuna fish; ketchup/
mustard; oatmeal; tea bags/coffee, cleaning products; paper products, trash bags; personal care items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes). However, we are grateful for anything you
wish to donate. Donations can also be dropped off at the
Collaborative Office Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM.

The Collaborative Office hours for the months of July and
August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next meeting is scheduled for
THIS Tuesday, July 12th at 7:00PM.

St. Clare
Claire Thibedeau Naughton
St. Francis of Assisi
Phyllis Marie Sanderson
Leonard Sanderson, Sr.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.

May you walk with God this summer
In whatever you do,
Wherever you go.
Walking with God means…
Walking with honesty and with courage,
Walking with love and respect
And concern for the feelings of others.
May you talk to God this summer
And every day
And in every situation.

We are now we will booking Mass Intentions through
May 31, 2023. To schedule a Mass or for further
information please call the Collaborative Office at 781-843
-1332.

Talking with God means…
Praying words of praise for the beauty of creation,
Saying prayers of thanks for friends and good times,
Asking God’s help in all your decisions,
Expressing sorrow when you have failed.
May you talk with God every day.
Amen

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on me, a sinner.” That’s the Jesus Prayer and I’m starting this column
with it because I’m including a bit of a confession. Don’t
worry I’m not breaking the seal of confession.
One of the options the Church gives us for the penitential
rite of Mass starts with these words,” I confess to almighty
God.” Then continuing, we acknowledge the various ways
we can sin, by our thoughts, by our words, by our actions
and by our inaction. The parable in today’s Gospel speaks
to the latter – “What I have failed to do.”
When coming upon a man beaten and robbed a priest approached the site and quickly crossed the street avoiding
any contact with the man whatsoever. Not very neighborly
of him. Let’s not be too judgmental here because, who
knows, laying down and pretending to be a victim of a
crime may actually have been a trick used by robbers to get
people to come close enough to attack them. The priest
may have just been uncharitable or he may have feared for
his own safety. We aren’t so much different. That’s what
many of us do when we walk down a city street. Seeing
someone panhandling or acting a little strange or passed
out on the sidewalk we move over to try to avoid them. Not
very neighborly of us either.
Whatever his reason a Levite came along and did the same
thing. Maybe they weren’t the only ones, maybe there were
others who did likewise.
Here is my confession. Some years ago, my mother-in-law
had suffered a severe stroke. The family gathered in the
emergency room waiting area of a Boston hospital waiting
for some kind of news. I don’t remember all the details but
there was a man who was being asked to leave by security.
He may have been homeless, and he showed signs of recent medical treatment. He moved with some difficulty.
Security left him there and he was complaining out loud
about either not having money for a ride or food or something. I noticed he needed some assistance, but I didn’t
have the courage to get up and do something. Not very
neighborly of me!
That’s when my sister-in-law, who isn’t Catholic and may
not even identify as Christian, got up and went to the man,
treated him with kindness, gave him some money, and
helped him to the door. Now that was neighborly.
I sat there quietly, stewing in my own guilt and embarrassment. As a representative of Christ, I shouldn’t have even
hesitated to go to the man’s aid. Instead, I did nothing. I
was not a good neighbor. In failing to respond to the needs
of even the least of God’s people I failed to respond to

SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2022
Christ himself. God was kind enough to give me the opportunity to serve His Son and I failed. It was a sin of omission. In the words of the penitential rite, “What I have
failed to do.” I thank my sister-in-law for teaching me, by
her actions more than her words, the meaning of the parable
of the Good Samaritan.
A few years later I found myself a frequent flyer on the
commuter rail out of South Boston. A homeless man approached me and asked for money so he could get something to eat. I told him “No.”
This time it wasn’t because I didn’t want to help, it was because I was once told that in the early evening beggars were
most likely looking for money to buy alcohol than for food.
Saying no to giving him money at that time of day was the
charitable thing to do. But it wasn’t charitable to let him go
hungry. I led him to the food court and let him buy whatever he wanted for dinner. When he had his meal, I headed
back to wait for my train. He came along a little while later
and said, “Thank you.” I replied, “No, my friend, thank
God.” I for once had kept myself open to the grace of God
who wanted to touch this man with His love.
I’m not telling this story to toot my own horn, but as a reminder that even when we fail to do good, even by our inaction, God doesn’t give up on us. The shame and guilt we
felt the times we failed leads us to repentance which opens
us to God’s grace all the more and moves us into action the
next time the need arises.
Jesus teaches us to love our neighbor. It might be someone
we like or someone we don’t like at all. It may be someone
well groomed or someone who hasn’t had a shower in
months. It might be someone who was good to us or someone who hurt us. They are all our neighbors, even more
they are brothers and sisters and we have no right to ignore
them.
Don’t be afraid like I was if someone needs you. Go immediately and do the good that you are able. Love is a verb –
an action word.
“And like a good neighbor, ____________ (fill in your
name) is there.”

