ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, July 30, 2022
5:30PM

Jim Morrissey

Memorial

Sunday, July 31, 2022
9:00AM

Marks Family

Memorial

11:30AM

Cathy Leitao

Memorial

Monday, August 1, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Tuesday, August 2, 2022
7:00AM

Special Intention

Living

Wednesday, August 3, 2022
7:00AM
Thursday, August 4, 2022
7:00AM

Susan Reilly

Anniversary

Friday, August 5, 2022
7:00AM

Elizabeth Darcy

Memorial

Saturday, August 6, 2022
5:30PM

Joseph McCarthy

Memorial

Sunday, August 7, 2022
9:00AM

Anthony, Joseph & Mary Monti
Joseph Monti, Jr.
Sgt. 1st Class Gared Monti and
Jack Riley

Memorial

11:30AM

Daniel Barselou

1st Anniv.

“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your life will
be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared,
to whom will they belong?’ Thus will it be for all who
store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what
matters to God.” - Lk 12:20-21
Readings for the week of July 31, 2022
Sunday:
Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,
14, 17 [1]/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21
Monday:
Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,
102/Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday:
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Ps 102:16-18,
19-21, 29 and 22-23/Mt 14:22-36 or
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/
Mt 15:21-28
Thursday:
Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/
Mt 16:13-23
Friday:
Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-36ab,
39abcd, 41/Mt 16:24-28
Saturday:
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/
2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36
Next Sunday: Wis 18:6-9/Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
[12b]/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12/
Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

If you plan to travel this
summer
or
have
the
opportunity to sneak away for
the
weekend,
here
is
something to place in your
suitcase or your smart phone.
To find the Mass closest to
your location, visit www.masstimes.org. When you make
your reservations, please remember to reserve some time
for the Lord. Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish
you plan to attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

The Collaborative Office hours for the months of July and
August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

Kevin Francis Sullivan, Jr. & Meagan Ellen Wilber

III

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Which came first, the chicken or the egg?
This is something that I have wondered about for some time.
The difference in the way Protestants and Catholics say the
Lord’s Prayer.
You no doubt have noticed that we Catholics end the Lord’s
Prayer with, “deliver us from evil” and that Protestants
typically conclude the prayer with “for Thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever.” So why is there a
discrepancy? Who is right?
Let me just acknowledge that our Protestant brothers and
sisters have a very good reason for saying the Lord’s prayer
in this way – it’s in the bible – sort of.
With reforms of Vatican II, this “doxology” was placed in the
liturgy shortly after the Lord’s Prayer. Was this an admission
on the part of the Church that she had been wrong to
exclude it? Could it be that the Church wanted to include it
as a kind of gesture toward ecumenism?

mistake was multiplied.
When Henry the VIII was denied an annulment from Pope
Clement the VII in 1534 he declared himself the head of the
Church of England. Henry decided that he wanted to
translate the Bible into English and the task was given to
and completed by William Tynedale. The text he used for the
translation was one of these Byzantine manuscripts that
mistakenly included the doxology.
It was research by modern scholars and the archeological
discoveries of earlier manuscripts that caused many
Protestant Bibles to remove the doxology from new
publications or have added a footnote stating that it is not in
the original text.
I’m glad that I now have an answer to something I’ve
wondered about for quite some time. I hope you have
received something of value as well.
I still don’t know about the chicken and the egg.

First, let’s explore where this doxology came from and how it
got into the Protestant bibles.
The doxology is an ancient prayer from the liturgy of the first
century Church. It is found in the oldest, likely the very first,
catechism called the Didache and was used as a response
to the Lord’s Prayer. The Didache probably dates as early
as 60-70 AD, only a few decades after the Resurrection.
With the liturgical reforms of Vatican II, the church wished to
restore one of our own ancient traditions and included it
shortly after the Lord’s Prayer but separated by the priest’s
prayer, “deliver us Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously
grant peace in our days…” The Church did not insert
something that was relatively new to prayer and worship.
Now, for the question of how it came to be in the Bible. If we
look at the oldest manuscripts of the biblical texts, especially
the Gospels, we learn that the doxology, “for thine is the
kingdom etc.,” is not there. Biblical scholars both Catholic
and Protestant now agree on this.
Early versions of the Bible had to be recorded by scribes
who would carefully copy earlier versions. It is likely that a
Byzantine scribe, who was familiar with the liturgy of the
time, assumed that the doxology was mistakenly left out of
the manuscript from which he was copying and added it on
his own authority. This “new” version was then copied by
other scribes whose manuscripts were also copied. The

Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New England is
interviewing applicants now for fall openings. IVC Service
Corps Members combine direct service opportunities at local
non-profits serving those in need in our communities with
monthly spiritual reflection in the Jesuit tradition. Volunteers,
50 years of age and better, serve two full days/week from
September through June. For more information and an
application, contact IVC New England Director Dave
Hinchen @ dhinchen@ivcusa.org.
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St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

July 31: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable about
the rich man who selfishly stored all his grain
and goods only to die and not enjoy his
abundance anyway. What we struggle all our
lives to learn is that life does not consist of
possessions nor our perceived security, but of being
possessed by God.
This week, as you give your gift to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul you are realizing that in giving you
indeed receive.
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4). Blue envelopes
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St.
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift
card—and place them into the collection basket or
through the rectory mail slot. Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall will also meet the 2nd Tuesday
of each month. The next regularly scheduled
meeting is Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00PM.

St. Clare
James Dennis Demmerly

St. Francis of Assisi
Ann Hall
Kevin Crowley
St. Clare
Catherine Casna
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Covid Tests Available
We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31,
2023. To schedule a Mass or for further information please
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.

We have free Covid Test kits available courtesy of the
Town of Braintree. They will be at the main entrance of the
church while supplies last.

From the
Archdiocese of
Boston

July 31 ~ Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“…rest, eat, drink, be merry!” Sounds appealing, doesn’t
it? However, Paul gently cautions us, as he cautioned the
Colossians in the second reading to “Seek what is above…
Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly.” In other
words don’t be deceived by subtle message that are counter
to the gospel! In fact, our task is to sanctify the world around
us by being the image of God we are made to
be. Difficult? Sure, but not impossible – remember, with
God all things are possible. This week make a concerted
effort to seek the things that are of God.
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way.
For information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends,
please visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 508-271-7155.

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6)
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/
annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/. For more information,
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a
variety of in-person and virtual marriage
experiences, some on weekends and some on
seven weekdays. Couples will explore their
relationship with each other, God, and the Church.
Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is required.
For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at
800-710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.
It's half-way through summer vacation but don't take a
vacation from your spouse - share an experience with each
other. Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences.

ANNUAL OUTDOOR MASS and DEVOTIONS IN HONOR
OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS:
The Annual St. Francis of Assisi devotions will be conducted
by St. Mary of the Portiuncula and Mary Queen of Peace
Secular Franciscan Fraternities, Monday, August 1, 2022, at
the Portiuncula Chapel (the burial place of the late Cardinal
Cushing), Cardinal Cushing Centers, Route 53, Hanover,
MA., followed by the Annual Outdoor Mass celebrated by Fr.
Chris Hickey, St. Mary’s, St. Helen’s, St. Thecla’s
Collaborative at 6:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m. - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Chaplet
of Divine Mercy
3:30-5:30 p.m. - Recitation of the Rosary and Reconciliation
on Chapel grounds
5:30 p.m. - Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
6:30 p.m. - Outdoor Mass In Honor of Our Lady of the Angels
in the Portiuncula Chapel parking lot, Route 53,
Hanover, Ma. (In case of rain or extreme heat,
Mass will take place at St. Mary of the Sacred
Heart Church, Rte 139, Hanover, MA.)
A Plenary Indulgence may be granted to those who
contritely make a profession of faith (Apostle’s Creed)
and observe the usual conditions:
Sacramentally confess their sins - Reconciliation;
Participate in the celebration of and receive the Holy
Eucharist at Mass;
Pray for the intentions of our Holy Father, the Pope, by
reciting 6 Our Fathers, Hail Mary’s & Glory Be.
For any questions, email: cturbanowicz@yahoo.com
Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at Cardinal Cushing
Centers, Route 53, Hanover, MA is offering the
Following:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, August 5, September 2 and
October 7 2022.
Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every
13th of the Month; through October, 2022—7:00-8:00PM.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—Benediction.
Please come to experience the Blessings for this special
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through
God’s Grace.
Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan.

July 31, 2022 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
What makes us feel secure? Many people look to tangible
forms of security that will safeguard their livelihood and
prepare for their future. We tend to associate security with
things: the accumulation of goods and possessions,
retirement funds, savings accounts, and substantial
incomes. While acquiring these promises a life with less
anxiety and worry, we actually find ourselves more
preoccupied and consumed with their growth and
preservation. We worry more! We can easily become quasihoarders, consumed with obtaining more tangible crutches.
Our minds and hearts are always restless, and we never
seem to be at peace.
Why do we so easily give our self-worth, value, and sense of
security over to things? God certainly does not deny us the
pursuit of a productive and enjoyable life but where do we
draw the line? A sense of well-being and happiness can
easily get deferred to sometime “in the future” while we
continue to wrestle with the toils of today. There is no
guarantee that there will be an earthly tomorrow and all of
the frenzy we bring to securing our state in life will be for
naught. When we are called from this world, will we even
know where to begin to look for the tranquility and repose
our souls so desperately need?
We cannot be hoarders, pursuers of vanity, or greedy. They
just don’t work as they are too dependent on things that can
fall apart. Rather than always feeling the need for more, we
need to learn how to be grateful for what we have. By
learning to look inward we can learn how to live lives of
faithful service to others. “Happiness can only be achieved
by looking inward and learning to enjoy whatever life has,
and this requires transforming greed into gratitude (St. John
Chrysostom).” We all need to be good stewards of what has
been entrusted to our care. Grateful hearts recognize the
true source of what we have and realize that our true
treasure lies not in what matters to us but to God. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
When you put Jesus first in your life, you will have everything you need. Having a lot of stuff won't really make you
or God happy. God doesn't want you to keep your blessings to yourself. God wants you to share what he has given
you. Be "rich" in only the things that God cares about. The
closer you grow with God, the happier you will be.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to remember what is really important to
you.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself giving one of your books away to
someone who doesn't have any.
Mission for the Week
When you get home, pack three toys and three books to
give to children without any.

