
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

Please see the inserted Financial Statement for  
June, 2022. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 
If you plan to travel this 
summer or have the 
opportunity to sneak away for 
the weekend, here is 
something to place in your 
suitcase or your smart phone.  
To find the Mass closest to 

your location, visit www.masstimes.org.  When  you make 
your reservations, please remember to reserve some time 
for the Lord.  Summer blessings!  Be sure to call the parish 
you plan to attend to verify their Mass times.  Be safe! 

“Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at 
midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 

bread,’ and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother 
me.’ I tell you, if he does not get up to give the visitor 

the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to 
give him whatever he needs because of his 

persistence.” - Lk 11:5b, 7a, 8 
 

Readings for the week of July 24, 2022 
Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 [3a]/

 Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13  

Monday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/

 Mt 20:20-28  

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/ 

 Mt 13:36-43  

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17-18/

 Mt 13:44-46  

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/ 

 Mt 13:47-53  

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Jn 11:19-27 or 

 Lk 10:38-42  

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/

 Mt 14:1-12  

Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 

 17 [1]/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collaborative Office hours for  the months of July and 
August are as follows: 

Monday through Thursday    9AM-4PM 
Friday   Closed 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Francis Sullivan, Jr. & Meagan Ellen Wilber     II 

Saturday, July 23, 2022   

5:30PM Thomas Glynn Anniversary 

Sunday, July 24, 2022  

9:00AM Joseph McCarthy Anniversary 

11:30AM Lauren Coughlan Anniversary 

Monday, July 25, 2022 

7:00AM   

Tuesday, July 26, 2022  

7:00AM Mary (Living) Healing 

Wednesday, July 27, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners  

Thursday, July 28, 2022  

7:00AM Carole (Living) Healing 

Friday, July 29, 2022  

7:00AM Marjorie Readdy Sullivan Memorial 

Saturday, July 30, 2022  

5:30PM Jim Morrissey Memorial 

Sunday, July 31, 2022  

9:00AM Marks Family Memorial 

11:30AM Cathy Leitao Memorial 



 

 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 

 
 

Teach us to Pray 
  

In today’s readings Jesus gives us the example of the Lord’s 
Prayer as a guide for the way we should pray.  The readings 
from Genesis and Luke's gospel present us with an attitude 
in which to pray. 
  

Abraham knew the reputation of Sodom.  He knew the 
debauchery that went on there and the unrepentant sinful 
lifestyles that were the norm.  But he also understood that 
there also may have been good, God-fearing people there 
as well. 
  

When he saw that God was angry and intended to destroy 
Sodom because of its sinfulness, he wanted to change 
God’s mind, for the sake of the just who lived there. Five 
times he implored God to be merciful for the sake of the 50 
just, then the 45, the 40, the 30, until he got the number 
down to 10.  “I will not destroy them even for the sake of 10.” 
Surely God would have spared Sodom even for the sake of 
one just person and certainly that was where Abraham was 
heading. Forgive us our trespasses. 
  

Abraham was using a prayer of petition.  He was asking God 
for something. And he was persistent. The one thing that 
sticks out, to me at least, is that his prayer was unselfish.  It 
wasn’t about him. It was for the good of someone else. 
Abraham put the well-being of others first.  
  

In the Gospel, there is a man who goes to his neighbor 
asking for a bit of bread. He asked, not because he was 
hungry, but because a visitor came unexpectedly from a long 
journey, and he was hungry.  This man too was persistent 
and finally got what he asked for. But again, he was not 
asking for himself. He went to his neighbor knowing he 
would not be happy with being woken up in the middle of the 
night. He knew it could impact their relationship, at least in 
the short term.  But his friend was hungry and tired and 
needed nourishment. Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

Both of these examples illustrate that each prayer of petition, 
one to God and one to a neighbor, was uttered for the sake 
of someone else. 
  

So often when we pray it’s self-centered.  “God give me 
this”, or “God do this for me”, or “God I need this.” “God help 
me get an A on this exam,” even though I haven’t 

studied.  “God let me have this promotion,” even though I 
haven’t earned it.  God knows what we need better than we 
do. Thy will, not my will be done. 
  
Not one time in the Lord’s prayer do the words “me, myself 
or I” appear.  But the words “our” and “us” and “others.” 
Appear. It’s not just about me. 
  
Abraham and the man in Luke’s gospel give us an example, 
pray not only for our own needs but primarily for the good of 
others. 
 

 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New England is 
interviewing applicants now for fall openings. IVC Service 
Corps Members combine direct service opportunities at local 
non-profits serving those in need in our communities with 
monthly spiritual reflection in the Jesuit tradition. Volunteers, 
50 years of age and better, serve two full days/week from 
September through June. For more information and an 
application, contact IVC New England Director Dave 
Hinchen @ dhinchen@ivcusa.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

mailto:dhinchen@ivcusa.org


 

 

 
 
 
 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Lea George Bollinger 

Benjamin Daniel Johnson 
Lillian Mary Johnson 

 

St. Clare 
Jacob Kenneth Mudie 
Beckett Joseph Roland 

 
 
 

 
 

 

St. Clare 
Paula Kelley  

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31, 
2023.  To schedule a Mass or for further information please 
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.   

July 24: Seventeenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us that God is 
our “Father” and just as a parent’s love for 
their children is unlimited, so is God’s love 
and care for us unlimited.  In the month of 

July, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul was able to assist families, providing food,   and 
money for utility and rent bills, etc.  Thank You! 
 
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of 
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4).  Blue envelopes 
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.  
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift 
card—and place them into the collection basket or 
through the rectory mail slot.  Thank you. 
 

Next meeting of the Braintree Knights of 
Columbus will be THIS Tuesday, July 26. 
We will start with the rosary at 6:10PM at St 
Francis of Assisi church outdoors at the 
memorial to unborn children. Following will 
be a simple meal and conversation over at 

The Casual Cup Cafe for $10 each person.  
 

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council #1462 will meet 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church Hall will also meet the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month.  The next regularly scheduled 
meeting is Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covid Tests Available 
We have free Covid Test kits available courtesy of the 
Town of Braintree.  They will be at the main entrance of the 
church while supplies last. 

JULY 24, 2022 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

July 24 ~ Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
God was no stranger to Abraham as we hear in the first 
reading.  Abraham’s faithfulness and closeness to the Lord 
made him comfortable enough to appeal to God on behalf of 
the people in Sodom.  In the gospel, Jesus urges us to 
persevere in our prayer/conversations with God.  Taking time 
for a pattern of daily prayer is one way we keep our 
relationship with God growing.  The stronger our relationship 
with God and with Jesus the freer we are to “ask. . . seek . . 
and knock. . . ”  If we follow the example that Jesus and 
Abraham give us in today’s readings our own relationship 
with God is bound to grow stronger. 
 

Catholic Night at Fenway Park! 
Monday, July 25 at 7:10 p.m. This is a great opportunity for 
parish groups to celebrate your faith and enjoy America’s 
favorite pastime at Fenway! Visit https://bit.ly/
CatholicNight for tickets. For questions, contact Fr. Matthew 
Conley at frconley@stmaryscituate.org or Patrick Krisak 
at pkrisak@rcab.org.  
 

Workshop: NFP and Infertility, Finding Fruitfulness in the 
Desert - July 26th @ 7:30 PM - In this virtual workshop, 
Springs in the Desert, a Catholic infertility ministry that 
accompanies those carrying this cross, will discuss the 
experience of infertility and acknowledge the unique grief and 
isolation it brings. They will offer encouragement and 
strategies to help couples strengthen their identities in Christ 
and discover God’s unique plan for fruitfulness within their 
marriages. RSVP here - bit.ly/SupportForInfertility  
 

Celebrating the Joy of Love: Family & Faith Gathering - 
Saturday, July 30—10:00AM-12:00PM @ Pastoral Center 
The Family Life team invites you to join us for a NFP Week 
gathering. Together, we will celebrate being "Called to the 
Joy of Love" with Mass, led by Fr. Michael Della Penna. 
Afterward, we will gather to enjoy food and fellowship with 
others who teach, practice, or are interested in learning more 
about NFP. We encourage all who practice or are interested 
in learning more about Natural Family Planning to come. 
Bring the whole family! RSVP here - bit.ly/
NFPWeekGathering  
 

Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in 
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to 
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on 
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another 
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way. 
For information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends, 
please visit HelpOurMarriage.org  or call 508-271-7155.  

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents Sat., 10/15/ - 9:30AM 
– 6:30PM | Pastoral Center—The Family Life team invites all parents 
who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no matter how 
long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving Parents. The 
retreat includes prayer, breakout sessions, an Emmaus Walk, Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and time for reflection. Meals are 
included. For more information, email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or 
visit emfgp.org. To register, visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6) 
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding 
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley, 
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a 
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal.  Couples 
can register at https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/
annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/. For more information, 
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at Cardinal Cushing 
Centers, Route 53, Hanover, MA  is offering the 
Following: 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, August 5, September 2 and 
October 7 2022. 
 

Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every 
13th pf the Month; May through October, 2022—7:00-
8:00PM.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—
Benediction. 
 

Please come to experience the Blessings for this special 
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our 
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through 
God’s Grace.  
 

Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary 
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan. 

https://bit.ly/CatholicNight
https://bit.ly/CatholicNight
mailto:frconley@stmaryscituate.org
mailto:pkrisak@rcab.org
https://bit.ly/SupportForInfertility
https://bit.ly/NFPWeekGathering
https://bit.ly/NFPWeekGathering
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qI43M74Kinh31mGUKAq21d3LRo7RfiVgomRnwXiEjXnOUV1-J5pQa5xYudEzw4RbDSd8FNrLW0w72387_OmviHqo9La5mOnGutsRguunvdAcaRscbm6Df8nDt99_PftOIbfBtQTE_mpD4641G82QDoUFB1mKH2Dy&c=pp6xwvnAcDrA6DdF-BfWE0RI3tpx_91q56Udqv2q8JPt79_mXA2sHA==&ch=ixEM
mailto:Emily_Elliott@rcab.org
https://www.emfgp.org/
https://bit.ly/EmmausRetreat
https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/
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July 24, 2022 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Meister Eckhart asks, “Who is the man whose prayers God 
always hears?” He answers, “God hears the man who 
appeals to God as God. When, however, man appeals to 
God, hoping for some worldly good, he is not appealing to 
God at all, but to what he is asking of God. He is trying to 
make God his servant. On this point, St. Augustine says: 
‘You pray to what you love, for true whole prayer is nothing 
but love!’ Thus, we pray to what we love, and no one rightly 
prays to God but he who prays for God and has nothing on 
his mind but God.” We struggle with what we want God to do 
and how we want our prayer validated. Meister Eckhart is 
correct. We often want God to be our servant. We further 
struggle with trusting that God knows what we need and that 
His will is best. 

 

God’s will is not some predetermined outcome of events that 
we must simply suggest. “Thy will be done” is not an 
invocation beckoning us to accept a particular state of affairs 
passively. Rather, it is the humble and confident placement 
of ourselves in the presence of the God we seek, whom we 
call “Father.” We must remember that God is the God of life 
and light. It is from nothing that God brings something and 
from the darkness that God brings life. Prayer allows us to 
seek the One we love with the assurance that all will be well 
regardless of what course the events of our lives take. God 
is not about passive submission but the humble trust of love. 

 

That’s what makes the Lord’s Prayer the perfect prayer. It 

provides us with proper disposition and focus, putting in line 

all of the essential relationships of our lives. It celebrates 

and fosters the ever-deepening relationship of trust we have 

with our Creator. It also calls us to keep open the doors of 

love between our brothers and sisters with the power that 

comes with forgiveness. If in one’s darkest hour they can 

find the resolve to fervently pray this perfect prayer of Jesus’ 

conviction, then there is no doubt that God will hear their 

plea, reach out in love, and bring them ever closer to His 

heart. What more does one need to weather the storms of 

life besides faith, hope, and love? These are God’s most 

perfect gifts and all we really need.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sharing the Gospel 
Do you know how to pray? All you need to do is talk to God. 
He is your loving Father. Tell him how you would like to 
make him happy. Ask him to give you the things you really 
need. Ask him to help you forgive other people, just like he 
forgives you. God loves you, so talk to him often. 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for loving me and listening to me. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of your favorite place to talk to God. 
 
Mission for the Week 
Make time to pray every day this week. 


