ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, July 16, 2022
5:30PM

Mary T. Sullivan

Anniversary

Sunday, July 17, 2022
9:00AM

Donald & Mary Broughton

Memorial

11:30AM

Richard Keane

Memorial

Monday, July 18, 2022
7:00AM
Tuesday, July 19, 2022
7:00AM

Alina (Living)

Healing

Wednesday, July 20, 2022
7:00AM

Anniversary

Thursday, July 21, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, July 22, 2022
7:00AM

Kathy Logan

Anniversary

Saturday, July 23, 2022
5:30PM

Thomas Glynn

Anniversary

Sunday, July 24, 2022
9:00AM

Joseph McCarthy

Anniversary

11:30AM

Lauren Coughlan

Anniversary

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.

The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and worried about many things. There is need
of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it
will not be taken from her.” - Lk 10:41-42
Readings for the week of July 17, 2022
Sunday:
Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/
Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42
Monday:
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17,
21 and 23/Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: Jer 1:1, 4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15
and 17/Mt 13:1-9
Thursday:
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9,
10-11/Mt 13:10-17
Friday:
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2,
3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Saturday:
Jer 7:1-11/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11/
Mt 13:24-30
Next Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8
[3a]/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

If you plan to travel this
summer or have the
opportunity to sneak away
for the weekend, here is
something to place in your
suitcase or your smart
phone. To find the Mass
closest to your location,
visit www.masstimes.org.
When
you make your
reservations, please remember to reserve some time for the
Lord. Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish you
plan to attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

The Collaborative Office hours for the months of July and
August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

Kevin Francis Sullivan, Jr. & Meagan Ellen Wilber

I

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

St.




Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays from
10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

St. Francis of Assisi
Arlene O’Toole
Marjorie Readdy Sullivan
David Lavoie
Scott Cartwright
St. Clare
Philip Palmer
William Crowe
Robert Rull
Sally Hennessey
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31,
2023. To schedule a Mass or for further information please
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.

July 17:
16th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus affirms that to
be a disciple we must also sit at his feet and
listen to him. St. Vincent de Paul taught that
it is only in prayer that we can give selfless
loving service to those who are poor. This week, please
say a special prayer each day for the poor and forgotten
in our parish.

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is THIS weekend, July 1617. Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our
pantry Some of the needed items for this month are
individual snack packs, small bottles of water, canned fruit;
soups; crackers; tuna fish; ketchup/mustard; oatmeal; tea
bags/coffee, paper products, trash bags; cleaning products;
personal care items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes). However,
we are grateful for anything you wish to donate. If you forgot
or prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul
paragraph to learn how you can help.
Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4). Blue envelopes
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St.
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift
card—and place them into the collection basket or
through the rectory mail slot. Thank you.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00PM.

JULY 17, 2022

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
July 17 ~ Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hospitality and generosity are prominent themes in our
readings today. Abraham, not only warmly greets the three
guests, he and Sarah prepare a meal, and “waited on
them”. In the gospel, Martha and Mary welcomed Jesus into
their home and “waited on him” both with a meal and with
conversation. As we see people coming back to church in
these “post-Covid” days, what kind of hospitality do they
encounter? Is it radical hospitality, such that the spirit within
the community makes them want to keep coming
back? They might just be like the strangers that visited
Abraham – sent by God.
Workshop: NFP and Infertility, Finding Fruitfulness in the
Desert - July 26th @ 7:30 PM - In this virtual workshop,
Springs in the Desert, a Catholic infertility ministry that
accompanies those carrying this cross, will discuss the
experience of infertility and acknowledge the unique grief and
isolation it brings. They will offer encouragement and
strategies to help couples strengthen their identities in Christ
and discover God’s unique plan for fruitfulness within their
marriages. RSVP here - bit.ly/SupportForInfertility

Emmaus Ministry Retreat for Grieving Parents Sat., 10/15/ 9:30AM – 6:30PM | Pastoral Center—The Family Life team invites all
parents who have lost a child of any age, by any cause, and no matter
how long ago to attend the Emmaus Retreat for Grieving Parents.
The retreat includes prayer, breakout sessions, an Emmaus Walk,
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Reconciliation, and time for reflection.
Meals are included. For more information,
email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org or visit emfgp.org. To register,
visit bit.ly/EmmausRetreat.

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass (11/6)
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding
anniversaries are invited to join Cardinal Seán O'Malley,
O.F.M. Cap. on Sunday, November 6at 2:00 PM at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. The Mass includes a
vow renewal and special blessing by the Cardinal. Couples
can register at https://www.evangelizeboston.com/event/
annual-wedding-anniversary-mass/. For more information,
please email Emily_Elliott@rcab.org.

Celebrating the Joy of Love: Family & Faith Gathering Saturday, July 30—10:00AM-12:00PM @ Pastoral Center
The Family Life team invites you to join us for a NFP Week
gathering. Together, we will celebrate being "Called to the
Joy of Love" with Mass, led by Fr. Michael Della Penna.
Afterward, we will gather to enjoy food and fellowship with
others who teach, practice, or are interested in learning more
about NFP. We encourage all who practice or are interested
in learning more about Natural Family Planning to come.
Bring the whole family! RSVP here - bit.ly/
NFPWeekGathering
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way.
For information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends,
please visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 508-271-7155.

Covid Tests Available

We have free Covid Test kits available courtesy of the
Town of Braintree. Please call the collaborative office the
week of July 18th for further details.

Portincula Chapel, a
National Shrine at Cardinal
Cushing Centers, Route 53,
Hanover, MA is offering the
Following:
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, Chaplet and
Rosary—3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, August 5,
September 2 and October 7 2022.
Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every
13th pf the Month; May through October, 2022—7:008:00PM. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—
Benediction.
Please come to experience the Blessings for this special
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to
our Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through
God’s Grace.
Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan.
Question:
July 22 is the feast of Mary Magdalene.
I’ve heard a lot of stories about her, but
who was she really?
Answer:
Mary Magdalene has been the subject of
speculation and scholarship over the last 2,000 years. Mary
Magdalene makes her first named appearance in Luke 8:2.
She is one of several women following Jesus. Luke
specifically mentions that Mary had previously been
delivered from demonic possession. Whatever her life
looked like before she met Jesus, it wasn’t good! Because of
this association with being a repentant sinner, Mary
Magdalene has been associated with other similar stories in
the Gospel, such as the woman caught in adultery or the
woman who bathes Jesus’ feet with her tears.
Mary Magdalene shows up again by name at the end of the
Gospels, when she stands with the Blessed Virgin Mary at
the foot of the Cross. Mary is also present in the garden of
the resurrection. She is one of the woman who goes to bring
spices to Jesus’ tomb, where they find the stone rolled away.
Mary stays in the garden weeping, believing his body has
been stolen. Jesus approaches her and calls her by name,
and she becomes the first witness to the resurrection! While
many of the details of Mary Magdalene’s life have been lost
to time, she is an example of powerful conversion, deep
faith, and intimate love for Christ. ©LPi

July 17, 2022 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Our families need to ask for the gift of the Spirit! Through
prayer, even in the busiest times, we give time back to God,
we find the peace that comes from appreciating the important
things, and we encounter the joy of God’s unexpected gifts.
Through daily prayer may our homes become, like the house
of Martha and Mary, places where Jesus always finds a warm
welcome (Pope Francis).” While it is necessary to attend to
the details of hospitality, learning how to be present to
people, experiences, and God is sometimes more important.
Creating homes that are welcoming environments requires
not only organization and structure but members who truly
enjoy being there and celebrating life with one another.
Details can often get the best of us. While attending to details
is important to success, our obsession with them can be
problematic. Whether wanting to make a good impression,
fear of failure, insecurity, or emotional immaturity, throwing
ourselves into the “details” of hospitality can distract us from
being present to those we want to serve. Conversely,
focusing exclusively on being present without any attention to
detail also sets our attempts at hospitality up for disaster! We
need a balance of both. But creating a truly welcoming space
in our homes and within ourselves requires still more.
We have to be empty of ourselves. Becoming a welcoming,
hospitable person is not possible in someone focused on
their own needs and desires. If the one we serve is the one
who looks back at us in the mirror, then there is no space for
anyone else. While Martha and Mary had different ideas of
what it means to serve, they both had the inner space and
freedom to do so. They were detached from themselves.
Detachment becomes the challenge to hospitality and
creating a God-centered, open-hearted space in our lives.
When we impulsively act out of our personal agendas,
violence, abuse, pride, greed, lust, power, control, passion,
and self-aggrandizement encroach upon the space needed to
be present to another human being. Not only can others not
find a home in us, but even God cannot find a home in us!
©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
God created work for each of us to do, and it is important to
do it. But Martha was upset because she forgot to stop and
make time for Jesus. Mary had the right idea. She took a
break from her work to listen to Jesus. Time with Jesus is
precious, so we need to make time to rest and enjoy his
love.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for reminding me to stop and enjoy
time with you.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to Jesus in your
favorite chair.
Mission for the Week
Ask your family to join you in reading the Bible or praying at
meal time.

