
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 

Website: www.braintreecatholic.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor 
  Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar 
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music  
   
 Collaborative Office: Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager 
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM  
  Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM 
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
  Other times by appointment. 
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the  

  Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a 
  hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: Sundays ar 2:00 PM.  

  Please call the Collaborative Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized 
  or unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, please 

contact the parish office. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE.  Thank you!  
 

If you plan to travel this 
summer or have the 
opportunity to sneak away 
for the weekend, here is 
something to place in 
your suitcase or your 
smart phone.  To find the 
Mass closest to your 

location, visit www.masstimes.org.  When  you make your 
reservations, please remember to reserve some time for the 
Lord.  Summer blessings!  Be sure to call the parish you 
plan to attend to verify their Mass times.  Be safe! 

“A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and 

went off leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to be 
going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed 
by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who 

came upon him was moved with compassion at the 
sight.” - Lk 10:30b-31, 33 

 
Readings for the week of July 10, 2022 
Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31,  

 33-34, 36, 37 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9])/ 

 Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37  

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 

 23/Mt 10:34—11:1  

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/ 

 Mt 11:20-24  

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 

 14-15/Mt 11:25-27  

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab 

 and 15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30  

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 

 12abcd, 16/Mt 12:1-8  

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/ 

 Mt 12:14-21  

Next Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/ 

 Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collaborative Office hours for  the months of July and 
August are as follows: 

Monday through Thursday    9AM-4PM 
Friday   Closed 

Saturday, July 9, 2022   

5:30PM Patricia Cutting Memorial 

Sunday, July 10, 2022  

9:00AM Janet Riley and 
Paul Riley 

2nd Anniv. 
Memorial 

11:30AM Basil Boudreaux 1st Anniv. 

Monday, July 11, 2022 

7:00AM Josephine Saroja Memorial 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022  

7:00AM Margo (Living) Healing 

Wednesday, July 13, 2022  

7:00AM Richard Walbridge Anniversary 

Thursday, July 14, 2022  

7:00AM Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi  

Friday, July 15, 2022  

7:00AM Lt. Col. James Darcy 14th Anniver. 

Saturday, July 16, 2022  

5:30PM Mary T. Sullivan Anniversary 

Sunday, July 17, 2022  

9:00AM Donald & Mary Broughton Memorial 

11:30AM Richard Keane Memorial 



 

 

From 

Deacon Joe MacDonald 
 

 
 

 “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on me, a 
sinner.” That’s the Jesus Prayer and I’m starting this column 
with it because I’m including a bit of a confession. Don’t 
worry I’m not breaking the seal of confession. 
  

One of the options the Church gives us for the penitential rite 
of Mass starts with these words,” I confess to almighty God.” 
Then continuing, we acknowledge the various ways we can 
sin, by our thoughts, by our words, by our actions and by our 
inaction. The parable in today’s Gospel speaks to the latter – 
“What I have failed to do.” 
  

When coming upon a man beaten and robbed a priest 
approached the site and quickly crossed the street avoiding 
any contact with the man whatsoever. Not very neighborly of 
him. Let’s not be too judgmental here because, who knows, 
laying down and pretending to be a victim of a crime may 
actually have been a trick used by robbers to get people to 
come close enough to attack them. The priest may have just 
been uncharitable or he may have feared for his own safety. 
We aren’t so much different. That’s what many of us do 
when we walk down a city street. Seeing someone 
panhandling or acting a little strange or passed out on the 
sidewalk we move over to try to avoid them. Not very 
neighborly of us either. 
  

Whatever his reason a Levite came along and did the same 
thing. Maybe they weren’t the only ones, maybe there were 
others who did likewise. 
  

Here is my confession. Some years ago, my mother-in-law 
had suffered a severe stroke. The family gathered in the 
emergency room waiting area of a Boston hospital waiting 
for some kind of news. I don’t remember all the details but 
there was a man who was being asked to leave by security. 
He may have been homeless, and he showed signs of 
recent medical treatment. He moved with some difficulty. 
Security left him there and he was complaining out loud 
about either not having money for a ride or food or 
something. I noticed he needed some assistance, but I didn’t 
have the courage to get up and do something. Not very 
neighborly of me! 
  

That’s when my sister-in-law, who isn’t Catholic and may not 
even identify as Christian, got up and went to the man, 
treated him with kindness, gave him some money, and 
helped him to the door. Now that was neighborly.  
 

I sat there quietly, stewing in my own guilt and 
embarrassment. As a representative of Christ, I shouldn’t 

have even hesitated to go to the man’s aid. Instead, I did 
nothing.  I was not a good neighbor. In failing to respond to 
the needs of even the least of God’s people I failed to 
respond to Christ himself. God was kind enough to give me 
the opportunity to serve His Son and I failed. It was a sin of 
omission. In the words of the penitential rite, “What I have 
failed to do.” I thank my sister-in-law for teaching me, by her 
actions more than her words, the meaning of the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. 
  

A few years later I found myself a frequent flyer on the 
commuter rail out of South Boston. A homeless man 
approached me and asked for money so he could get 
something to eat. I told him “No.” 
  

This time it wasn’t because I didn’t want to help, it was 
because I was once told that in the early evening beggars 
were most likely looking for money to buy alcohol than for 
food. Saying no to giving him money at that time of day was 
the charitable thing to do. But it wasn’t charitable to let him 
go hungry.  I led him to the food court and let him buy 
whatever he wanted for dinner. When he had his meal, I 
headed back to wait for my train. He came along a little while 
later and said, “Thank you.” I replied, “No, my friend, thank 
God.” I for once had kept myself open to the grace of God 
who wanted to touch this man with His love. 
  

I’m not telling this story to toot my own horn, but as a 
reminder that even when we fail to do good, even by our 
inaction, God doesn’t give up on us. The shame and guilt we 
felt the times we failed leads us to repentance which opens 
us to God’s grace all the more and moves us into action the 
next time the need arises. 
  

Jesus teaches us to love our neighbor. It might be someone 
we like or someone we don’t like at all.  It may be someone 
well groomed or someone who hasn’t had a shower in 
months. It might be someone who was good to us or 
someone who hurt us. They are all our neighbors, even 
more they are brothers and sisters and we have no right to 
ignore them. 
  

Don’t be afraid like I was if someone needs you. Go 
immediately and do the good that you are able. Love is a 
verb – an action word. 
  

 “And like a good neighbor, ____________ (fill in your name) 
is there.” 
 

 
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council 
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  
The next meeting is scheduled for THIS 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry  Open Thursdays 
from 10AM-12NN.  If you need groceries, please call on 
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.  
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available 
for parishioners in need.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is  deployed 
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board 
in the church, please call or email the parish office.  If 
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please 
let us know that as well.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Phyllis Marie Sanderson 
Leonard Sanderson, Sr. 

  
St. Clare 

Claire Thibedeau Naughton 
   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31, 
2023.  To schedule a Mass or for further information please 
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.   
 
 

July 10: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In today’s Gospel, when Jesus asks “which of  
these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to 
the robbers’ victim?” the scholar of the law 
answered, “the one who treated him with 
mercy.”  Jesus then said, “Go and do 

likewise.”  This week you can also “treat the poor with 
mercy” by putting a gift in the St. Vincent de Paul blue 
envelopes. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY is NEXT weekend, July 16-
17.  Thank you to everyone who so faithfully supports our 
pantry  Some of the needed items for this month are 
individual snack packs, small bottles of water, canned fruit; 
soups; crackers; tuna fish; ketchup/mustard; oatmeal; tea 
bags/coffee, paper products, trash bags; cleaning products; 
personal care items (i.e. adult diapers and wipes).  However, 
we are grateful for anything you wish to donate.  If you forgot 
or prefer not to shop, please read the St. Vincent DePaul 
paragraph to learn how you can help. 
 

Pantry donations can also be dropped off at the St. Francis 
of Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday 
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4).  Blue envelopes 
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.  
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St. 
Vincent DePaul with SFA on the memo line), or gift 
card—and place them into the collection basket or 
through the rectory mail slot.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 10, 2022 



 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

July 10 ~ Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
"… heed the voice of the LORD, your God, and keep his 
commandments and statutes …,” Moses reminds us that we 
know the commandments, they are “already in your mouths 
and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out."  Simply put 
it is to love God and love our neighbor!  The Good Samaritan 
in the gospel parable knew in his heart what he needed to do 
for the wounded stranger.  Living by that commandment is a 
challenge we strive to live each day.  At the end of each day 
ask yourself where and to whom did I show love, mercy and 
kindness?  What grace do I need to love God and others 
tomorrow?  Trust and the grace will be given! 
 

Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in 
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to 
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on 
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another 
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way. 
For information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends, 
please visit HelpOurMarriage.org  or call 508-271-7155.  

 

May you walk with God this summer 
In whatever you do, 
Wherever you go. 

 
Walking with God means… 

Walking with honesty and with courage, 
Walking with love and respect 

And concern for the feelings of others. 
 

May you talk to God this summer 
And every day 

And in every situation. 
 

Talking with God means… 
Praying words of praise for the beauty of creation, 

Saying prayers of thanks for friends and good times, 
Asking God’s help in all your decisions, 

Expressing sorrow when you have failed. 
May you talk with God every day. 

Amen 

Early Bird Special  
Boston & South Shore Men’s Prayer Gathering 

Saturday, July 16 - 7:00-8:30 AM 
Prayer; Coffee and refreshments; Presentation and 
discussion 
 

Open Mike Session - Attitude of Gratitude: What are you 
Grateful for? 
Men, gratitude is the path to peace and happiness. With it 
being summer we will have a relaxed open mike session, 
where folks can share what they are grateful for in these 
difficult times. Or even share what some of your struggles 
have been too. Last time we did this some folks commented 
this was the best session ever!!!  Please join us and bring a 
friend! 

St. Mary of the Hills Lower Church 
29 St. Mary’s Road (off Brook Road), Milton 

Call 617-696-3170 for more information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at Cardinal Cushing 
Centers, Route 53, Hanover, MA  is offering the 
Following: 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, August 5, September 2 and 
October 7 2022. 
 

Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every 
13th pf the Month; May through October, 2022—7:00-
8:00PM.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Rosary—
Benediction. 
 

Please come to experience the Blessings for this special 
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our 
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through 
God’s Grace.  
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qI43M74Kinh31mGUKAq21d3LRo7RfiVgomRnwXiEjXnOUV1-J5pQa5xYudEzw4RbDSd8FNrLW0w72387_OmviHqo9La5mOnGutsRguunvdAcaRscbm6Df8nDt99_PftOIbfBtQTE_mpD4641G82QDoUFB1mKH2Dy&c=pp6xwvnAcDrA6DdF-BfWE0RI3tpx_91q56Udqv2q8JPt79_mXA2sHA==&ch=ixEM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
July 10, 2022 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
We can learn a great deal from Mister Rogers. Remember 
him? He was the gentle soul who found his way into living 
rooms worldwide starting as far back as 1968. Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood was a beloved program that 
celebrated and exalted people, especially children. He 
taught us that we are neighbors and that everyone has a 
place. Everyone matters. He had a vision, born of his 
relationship with God that highlighted every human life’s 
innocence, beauty, and uniqueness. To that end, he called 
us to be responsible for each other, saying nothing different 
than what Jesus said. Viewers quickly learned that life is not 
just about me. 
 

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility. 
It’s easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my 
world, not my problem.’ Then there are those who see the 
need and respond. I consider those people my heroes (Fred 
Rogers).” It is so easy to look the other way. After all, I’m not 
the one who needs to leave home out of fear and try to find 
somewhere safe. I am not the one who is hungry and 
without shelter or food. I am not the one who has a child 
being bullied or ridiculed because of the way they dress or 
act. I am not the one being threatened with violence or 
unable to find meaningful work. The distress and agony of 
our neighbors are our distress and agony. We cannot walk 
by it with an attitude of indifference, especially if we call 
ourselves believers. When we no longer care, we have 
suffocated our souls. This is a great sin.  
 

God’s law “is something very near to you, already in your 

mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out.” We 

all have a need for love and acceptance. That’s why Mister 

Rogers’ television show was so popular. It spoke to 

something deeper, something sacred about humanity. God 

didn’t give us his law in a book. He wrote it on our hearts. 

We know what we need to do. It’s a matter of choice. Love is 

sacred. When we love another human being, especially 

without regard for ourselves, it is a holy moment. These 

moments are often missed due to our self-serving agendas 

and rules.  ©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Jesus wants you to love your neighbors. He wants you to 
help your neighbors. You could help the people who live 
next door, or the people that go to your church. But Jesus 
wants you to think bigger than that. Jesus wants you to help 
people all around the world - no matter where they live, and 
no matter what they believe. 
 

Prayer 
Dear God, show me how to help others around the world. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of people holding hands all around the 
world. They are all our neighbors. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Ask your parents if your family could give money to help the 
missions in another country. 


