THE PARISH OF SAINT CLARE
1244 Liberty Street, Braintree, Mass 02184
Collaborative Office Telephone: 781-843-1332
www.braintreecatholic.org
Collaborative email: parish@sfab.org
Parish Hall is accessible to Handicapped via elevator
Pastor
Rev. Paul T. Clifford
Email: pclifford@sfab.org
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj
frvalan@sfab.org

Parish Mission Statement
May the Lord bind us together as a community of faith filled with His love. Let us go forth and spread
His Good News as St. John preached: “Children, let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18

Sunday Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:45AM, 10:15 AM, & 6:00 PM
Daily Mass: 8:00 AM Saturday
Holy Days: 4:00 PM Mass on the Vigil
9:00 AM & 5:30 PM
Sacrament Of Reconciliation:
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 AM
Anytime by Appointment
Sacrament of Baptism: Sunday at 2:00 PM
Please call the collaborative office to register
Sacrament of Marriage:
A minimum six months notice is required. Couples
must participate in a marriage preparation program.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is
hospitalized or unable to attend Mass because of
illness, handicap or age.
Religious Education: 781-848-7481
For Grades 2 and 10 Only
Music Director:
Deacon Joe MacDonald
E-mail: deaconjoe.sfasc@gmail.com
Collaborative Office Manager—781-843-1332
Patty Kinnally—pkinnally@sfab.org

Deacons
Michael J. Cavanaugh
Joe MacDonald
Finance and Operations Manager
Kevin Mercier

Fr. Bill’s Place:
First Tuesday of the month
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Al-Anon:
Meets in Parish Hall - Tuesdays at 10:30AM
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Help for the Poor:
Pine Street Inn Society:
(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Holy Name Society: (Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Second Sunday of the month at the 7:45 AM Mass
Boy Scout Troop #138:
Wednesday 7:00 PM
John Collier 781-843-3330
Family & Tots Program:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
Karen Mc Brine 961-3460
E-mail: karensmusicklass@aol.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry:(Suspended due to Coranavirus)
First Wednesday of the month
Lucille Barton 848-0626
Braintree Catholic Women’s Club:
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM in the
Parish Hall
Carolyn Puleo 617-834-0726
Bulletin Deadline:
All notices must be submitted to the Parish House
by Monday 1 PM. You may email them directly to
stclare1@verizon.net

Welcome To New Parishioners. We want to know and serve you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and
present it to one of the priests or bring it to the rectory or place in the collection basket.
Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone:_____________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Street/City/Zip
Do You Wish to receive Offertory Envelopes? Yes

ST. CLARE PARISH

BRAINTREE

Prayers are requested for the Parishioners of St. Clare
Parish, for those who are hospitalized, for our deceased
relatives and friends, and for the following intentions:
Saturday
June 4, 2022
8:00AM
Caroline Conboy
Memorial
4:00PM
Cara Brady
17th Anniv.
Sunday
June 5, 2022
7:45AM
Vincent Cioffi
Memorial
10:15AM
Larry Rochon
10th Anniv.
6:00PM
Laurie Melchionda
2nd Anniv.
Saturday
June 11, 2022
8:00AM
4:00PM
Sunday
June 12, 2022
7:45AM
Emmett, Teresa & Mary
Memorial
McNamara
10:15AM
Ernestine Oster
2nd Anniv.
6:00PM
Mary Cody
Month’s Mind

St. Clare
Taylor Sullivan
Charlotte Tibets
St. Francis of Assisi
Gregory Coombs
RJ Coombs
Mason Franzosa
Andrew Gibbobns
Murphy Larkin
Jarrod Guerriero

The Altar Breads and Wine to be used at all Masses for
the week of June 4-10 have been donated in loving memory
of Larry Rochon. The Sanctuary light will burn in
loving memory of Richard A. Flynn.
If you are interested in the Online Giving option to simplify
your weekly contributions, please contact the collaborative
office or visit our web site.
BIKE DRIVE
If you have unused bikes in
good condition please consider
donating them to help people in
need. Logan Quinn, St. Clare
Boy Scout Troop, is working on
his Eagle Scout Project and
needs your help collecting bikes. These bikes will go to
Whitney Academy, a non-profit organization that helps
boys and young men that have psychiatric disorders. Drop
off locations are:
St. Clare Parish, 1244 Liberty Street, Braintree
Sunday, June 5 from 2-5PM
OR
First Parish Church, 330 First Parish Road, Scituate
Sunday, June 5 from 2-5PM

St. Clare
Patrick “Frank “ Farrell
St. Francis of Assisi
Joanna MacKinnon
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

The following are a few of the many pictures
Fr. Valan shared of his First Mass at his home
parish in India.
Fr. Valan and his
parents arriving
by chariot.

The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The next meeting is scheduled for June 14 at
7:00PM.
Congratulations to all of
the recent graduates from
St. Francis and St. Clare of
Assisi Parishes. May God
bless you as you continue
your journey to 1st grade,
high school, college and/or the workforce.

Celebrating
Mass

PENTECOST SUNDAY

From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
Some years ago, many pastoral councils began to work on
“mission statements” for their parishes. Scores of people,
in countless churches, put a lot of hours into the composition of these “mission statements” and it baffles me – just a
little bit. It baffles me because our “mission statement” was
written over 2000 years ago by Christ himself. We just
heard one version of that statement in today’s gospel.
“As the Father has sent me, I also send you.”
We heard the Lord say something similar and more direct
last week when we celebrated the feast of the Ascension –
This should really be a church’s mission statement, the one
of every parish bulletin. It’s the last thing Christ said on
earth and it was this:
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”
You know what this means?
We are NOT a couch potato Church. We are sent. All of us
have work to do. Our mission statement is all about mission. We are a missionary church.
Today’s gospel finds the disciples cowering in a locked
room out of fear; fear that they might get labeled as one of
“His” followers. But all they really accomplished was to
place themselves in a kind of self-imprisonment where they
were in danger of becoming the first-century equivalent of
a couch potato.
But Jesus can’t be locked out, and he can’t be locked in
either.
How often do we place ourselves in some kind of spiritual
or religious self-imprisonment, locking out the world
around us, fearful that we too might get labeled as one of
“His” followers? The fear is justifiable too. The world is
hostile to Christians, especially Catholics, even though that
hostility may be more subtle than it was in the first century.
We don’t want to be mocked or labeled as inflexible, or as
following some ancient religion that has no connection to
the modern world.
We are a lot like the disciples. Locked in our own fears and
avoiding our own mission to go out and make disciples of
all people by proclaiming the good news - that God is
among us, that he loves us, and offers us salvation and fullness of life, peace and joy.
Jesus is speaking to us today, in the same way and with the
same words he spoke to the disciples. He’s come to us

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2022
through our own closed doors and says “Peace. I - send you”
Jesus knew it wouldn’t be easy for the disciples and that it
wouldn’t be easy for us either so he gave us something. A
gift that would transform us, give us courage, give us enthusiasm and the desire to share what we ourselves have been
given.
The feast we celebrate today, the feast of Pentecost, is all
about God outpouring on the Church (on us – all of us) His
very Spirit. We have within us the very life of the divine
creator, the savior and sanctifier. That Holy Spirit spills
forth in the Church with every gift, every tool needed for
us, as Church, to accomplish our mission.
We were given that Holy Spirit at baptism and it was
strengthened and brought to completion in us at our Confirmation. The same Holy Spirit abides in our marriages and
our vocations, but sometimes we forgotten that or we forget
how to recognize Him. Sometimes the Spirit lays dormant
in us.
But just like the event we read about today the Holy Spirit
can be poured out on us anew moving us from fear to courage; from impotence to action; from being voiceless to becoming orators for Christ.
The last thing the deacon says at Mass, the very last thing
we hear at any Mass, echoes the words of Christ in today’s
Gospel when the Lord offered the disciples peace and sent
them into the world. The deacon says these or similar
words, “Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.” After
every Mass we are sent! Sent not to watch our child’s baseball game; sent not to play soccer or eat at a restaurant or
visit grandma, or go to school, although that’s exactly
where we might find ourselves. Our mission is to bring
Christ to that ballgame, bring Christ to the soccer field and
the restaurant, to school or to grandma’s house.
If I could offer a suggestion today - let’s take the verse from
today’s Gospel Acclamation home with us and make
it our prayer this week.
“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your divine love.”
So that when we hear the words “I send YOU!” We can
respond with voices raised, walking shoes tied, and courage
in our hearts to proclaim to the world in the Holy Spirit, no
matter the cost, the truth - that Jesus Christ is Lord.

