ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184

Collaborative Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976
Website: www.braintreecatholic.org
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pastoral Staff:

Collaborative Office:
Mass Schedule:

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor
Rev. Valanarasu Newton-Williamraj, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Permanent Deacon/Director of Music
Mr. Kevin Mercier, Business Manager
Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager
Saturday Evening – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 9:00 and 11:30 AM
Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM
Saturday – 12:30 to 2:00 PM
Other times by appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage:

A minimum of six months notice is required. Please call the
Collaborative Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a
hall.

Sacrament of Baptism:

Sundays ar 2:00 PM.
Please call the Collaborative Office to register.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:
Food Pantry:

Please notify the Collaborative Office if anyone is hospitalized
or unable to attend Mass because of illness.
Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance.

Saturday, July 2, 2022
5:30PM

Robert Kerr, Sr. & Paul Kerr

Memorial

Sunday, July 3, 2022
9:00AM

Marty Murphy

Anniversary

11:30AM

Daniel & Madeline Wilson,
William Anfield, Jr. and
John B. Christian

Memorial

Monday, July 4, 2022
7:00AM

Catherine E. Tebeau

Memorial

Tuesday, July 5, 2022
7:00AM

Dick Hamel

Anniversary

Wednesday, July 6, 2022
7:00AM

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

Thursday, July 7, 2022
7:00AM

Albert A. Augenti

Memorial

Friday, July 8, 2022
7:00AM
Saturday, July 9, 2022
5:30PM

Patricia Cutting

Memorial

Sunday, July 10, 2022
9:00AM

Janet Riley and
Paul Riley

2nd Anniv.
Memorial

11:30AM

Basil Boudreaux

1st Anniv.

“Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat
what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to
them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.’” Lk 10:8-9
Readings for the week of July 3, 2022
Sunday:
Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
[1]/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or
10:1-9
Monday:
Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3,
4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday:
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6,
7ab-8, 9-10//Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5,
6-7/Mt 10:1-7
Thursday:
Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b,
15-16/Mt 10:7-15
Friday:
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14
and 17/Mt 10:16-23
Saturday:
Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/
Mt 10:24-33
Next Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34,
36, 37 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [9])/
Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37

If you are interested in the Online Giving option
to simplify your weekly contributions, please
contact the parish office.
PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!

If you plan to travel this
summer or have the opportunity
to sneak away for the weekend,
here is something to place in
your suitcase or your smart
phone. To find the Mass
closest to your location, visit
www.masstimes.org. When you make your reservations,
please remember to reserve some time for the Lord.
Summer blessings! Be sure to call the parish you plan to
attend to verify their Mass times. Be safe!

The Collaborative Office hours for the months of July and
August are as follows:
Monday through Thursday 9AM-4PM
Friday Closed

The Collaborative Office will be closed on Monday, July
4th in observance of Independence Day.

FOURRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From
Deacon Joe MacDonald
When the president of a nation sends ambassadors to a
foreign nation those ambassadors speak with the authority
and power of the one who appointed them. Sometimes those
other countries are friendly while others are hostile.
In today’s Gospel Jesus sends out seventy-two
disciples. We see the English word send or sent, but Jesus
actually used a Greek word, “apostello” which isn’t the same
as, let’s say, sending someone to the corner store to buy ice
cream. Apostello bears more weight than that. The seventytwo were given a commission and that commission was to
represent the prophet, Jesus, to those they encountered.
They were sent in much the same way as a president would
send his representatives to various embassies throughout
the world.
What exactly were these men commissioned to do? Jesus
had plans to visit many places and these disciples were sent
to prepare for the Lord’s visit. Specifically, they were sent to
preach and to heal, to declare that the “Kingdom of God is at
hand.” They were to speak with Christ’s own authority and
act with His power made visible in many healings. Their
mission was not unlike that of John the Baptist who was the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness “Prepare the way of
the Lord.”
The disciples were sent as sheep among wolves. They were
going into hostile territory – Samaria. Jesus instructed them
not to speak to anyone. This might come across as
somewhat unfriendly to us but if we were to go into the deep
south during the Civil War, with our Boston accents we
would stand out like sore thumbs. It would immediately get
us into hot water with the locals. This is what they faced. But
they were given power by Jesus. They were given the grace
to be courageous; the grace to be bold; and the power to
back up what they were saying by healing the sick and
casting out demons.
Who exactly were these disciples? They were people just
like us.
They are us. And just like them we are sent. We are a
missionary church and we are often sent into hostile
territory. We might even say that today we live in hostile
territory. Fewer and fewer people want to hear what Christ
says and they certainly don’t want to hear it from us. And
yet, we are sent to them. We too are commissioned and we
received that commission at our Baptisms and our
Confirmations.

In fact, we are sent every time we attend Mass. The word
Mass comes from the Latin phrase “Ite, missa est.” Which is
the last thing the deacon or priest says at Mass. Literally
translated it means “Go, it is the sending.” This is how we
end every Mass. In the vernacular we say something like
“Go, and announce the Gospel of the Lord,” or “Go in peace,
glorifying the Lord by your life.” However, it is uttered the
truth remains, we are people who are sent. We have work to
do in proclaiming the Gospel and defending the faith. There
is no way around it.
The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. For too long
we have looked upon our priests and religious brothers and
sisters as though they are the laborers while we sat idly
by. But they are indeed few. They can’t be in all of the
places that we are. It is not just their work to do – it is ours.
We have that responsibility whether we are ready for it or
not. It’s not that we have to go out and convert everyone.
Jesus is the one who will change hearts. Our work is to
prepare the way for Him. Like the seventy-two we are also
given power; we are given the grace to be bold and to be
courageous. We are the laborers. We plant the seed, till the
soil, water it when it is dry, and care for the garden the Lord
has given to us.
The people of the world are desperate for Christ and
desperate for redemption and desperate for us to bring it to
them. They may be hostile, plant the seed anyway. They
may have doubts, get rid of the weeds. They may be wilting,
care for them. In whatever situation we find ourselves in and
in whatever way we proclaim God’s Kingdom we must do
it. Christ Himself will do the rest.
The Braintree Knights of Columbus Council
#1462 will meet at St. Francis of Assisi
Church Hall the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The next meeting is scheduled for July12th at
7:00PM.

JULY 3, 2022

St. Francis of Assisi
Mary Boyd
St. Francis of Assisi
Thomas Michael Cornish

St. Clare
Phyllis McCarthy

St. Clare
Tatum James Carey

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi
Lidia Balsamo
Ella Ordway
Alexandra Pugsley
Shane Pugsley

We are now booking Mass Intentions through May 31,
2023. To schedule a Mass or for further information please
call the Collaborative Office at 781-843-1332.

St. Clare
Kathleen Carey
Clara Doyle

Congratulations to the following young people who were
confirmed last Saturday at St. Clare! Please keep them in
your prayers.
Mark Charbonnier
Jack Connor
Alexis Curtis
Sean DeNapoli
Rose Kendall
Tyler La Rosee
Patrick Lee
Theodore Moore
Savina Moschella
Brendan Neff
Jaxson Norton
Amya Rodrigues
Stephanie Snyder
Sean Walsh
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they
shall be created, and You shall renew the face of the earth.

Father of all nations and ages,
We recall the day when our country claimed its place among
the family of nations;
for what has been achieved we give you thanks, for the work
that still remains we ask your help, and as you have called
us from many peoples to be one nation, grant that, under
your providence, our country may share your blessings with
all the peoples of the earth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

July 3: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
In the Gospel today we see how Jesus sent
his Apostles out two by two. In this spirit, the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul members “go
out two by two” to visit those who are poor
and needy in their homes. It is there, in the family setting,
that Vincentians listen, offer humble advice, and render
assistance. Know that the members of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul bring your gift directly to the poor and
suffering in our parish.
Pantry donations can be dropped off at the St. Francis of
Assisi rectory during normal business hours (Monday
through Thursday [Summer Hours] 9-4). Blue envelopes
are in holders on the back inside wall of the church.
Please use them for your cash, check (written to St.
Vincent DePaul with SFA
on the memo line), or gift card—and place them into the
collection basket or through the rectory mail slot.
Thank you.






St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry Open Thursdays
from 10AM-12NN. If you need groceries, please call on
Wednesday so that we can be prepared for your visit.
Referrals and limited financial assistance are available
for parishioners in need. Please call the parish office for
more information.
Parish Prayer Line… To be placed (or to pray) on the
parish prayer line, please call the Collaborative office.
Military Service… If someone you know is deployed
and you would like their info to appear on the blue board
in the church, please call or email the parish office. If
you are aware of needed updates to the board, please
let us know that as well. Thank you.

From the
Archdiocese of Boston
July 3 ~ Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
We know all too well the reality of Jesus’ words in today’s
gospel that there are too few who are willing to be “laborers
for the harvest.” This week rather than focusing on the
scarcity of laborers let us appreciate and give thanks for those
in our midst who do respond to Jesus’ words, “Go on your
way. . . I am sending you.” They are our religious education
teachers, our lectors, those who visit the sick and
homebound, our St. Vincent dePaul society and the many,
many others. Each one of us is sent as “a laborer for his
harvest.” To what is Jesus calling you and how will you
respond?
Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult times in
their marriages. Catholic in origin, the program is designed to
provide the tools to help couples get their marriages back on
track, giving them the opportunity to rediscover one another
and examine their lives together in a new and positive way.
For information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 weekends,
please visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 508-271-7155.

Portincula Chapel, a National Shrine at Cardinal Cushing
Centers, Route 53, Hanover, MA is offering the
Following:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet and Rosary—
3:00—6:00PM on First Fridays, July 1, August 5, September
2 and October 7 2022.
Candlelight Vigil Rosary to Honor Our Lady of Fatima every
13th pf the Month; May through October, 2022—7:008:00PM. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Roary—
Benediction.
Please come to experience the Blessings for this special
devotion as we join together with others to offer thanks to our
Lady of Fatima for mediation for the whole world through
God’s Grace.
Devotions sponsored by St. Mary of the Portincula & Mary
Queen of Peace Orders of Franciscan.

July 3, 2022 - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Freedom properly defined is freedom properly understood.
The Cambridge Dictionary tells us that it is, “the condition or
right of being able or allowed to do, say, think, etc., whatever
you want to, without being controlled or limited.” That same
dictionary defines liberty as, “the freedom to live, work, and
travel as you want to.” Both definitions sound very similar. Is
there a difference between freedom and liberty? Many are
accustomed to believing that freedom and liberty are
interchangeable and simply involve possessing rights and
privileges. For the Christian, however, there is a big
difference between the two.
St. John Chrysostom directs that “the only person who is
free is the one who lives for Christ.” There are many other
inspirational people throughout history who see freedom as
something far greater than liberty. True and properly
understood freedom has little to do with entitlement or selfpromotion. For the believer, it is a matter of the heart and
soul. Freedom (and liberty, for that matter), seen only in
terms of the world, can quickly be taken away. The freedom
spoken of by St. John Chrysostom can only be lost by
personal choice. When one lives for Christ, they live in
pursuit of virtues that enlighten one’s soul (faith, hope, and
love) and strengthen one’s character (justice, fortitude,
temperance, and prudence). Rather than having the ability to
acquire or do more things, true freedom asks us to be
detached. Privileges, rights, and responsibilities are
important, but they do not define us.
The world is not always open to listening to the truth. “I am
sending you like lambs among wolves,” Jesus tells his
disciples. The secular definitions of freedom and liberty are
very attractive. They promise us a great deal. It is no wonder
Jesus asks his disciples to travel with very little. The Gospel
is not dependent upon things or anything those with worldly
power or investment can say or do. When one chooses to
live for Christ, they choose to live with peace. That’s what
true freedom will give us. If we do not want what Christ
offers, we can close the door, and the messenger will walk
away. Distracted by the lure of personal liberties, we risk
losing our freedom. We will not have anything truly life-giving
to share with others. ©LPi

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus sent out 72 of his followers to spread the good news
about God. They were not to bring anything with them - no
food, no extra clothes or shoes, not even money to spend.
They were to visit strangers and completely depend on God
to give them what they needed. That took a lot of faith!
Prayer
Dear God, help me to remember that you will give me what
I need.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself telling a friend about Jesus.
Mission for the Week
Make a card for one of your neighbors, and tell that person,
"Jesus loves you!"

